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NOTE ON THE AUTHORITIES OF TIlE 
REIGN OF LOUIS XIV. 


F E\V perioùs of European history offer such unrivalled oppor- 
tunities for investigation as that known as the Age of 
Louis XIV. 
In the Bibliograþhie tie I'Histoire de France by G. l\lonod, 
will be found an admirable lbt of the works dealing with the history 
of France in the 17th century. The contemporary sources of infor- 
mation are numerous. Of these the memoirs of Saint-Simon and 
those of l\f me. de 
rotteville are the best known and the most 
valuable, and with the letters of Mme. de l\Iaintenon, of Mme. de 

évigné, and of Charlotte Elizabeth, Duchesse d'Orléans, the memoirs 
of Villars, Retz, Choisy, Le Fare, and Torcy, the journal of lJangeau, 
and the memoirs of Louis XIV., Pour l'Illstruetion till- Dauphin, 
enable the reaùer to appreciate the true character of the times. 
These and many other sources of information have been carefully 
sifted by the great historians of this particular period, of \\'hom 
::\lartin, Ranke, l\Iignet, and Chéruel are the most distinguished. 
The histories of France by Martin and Ranke, the EIistory oj 
Ell!:,'"lll1/tI, PrÙlciþally ill the I7th Celltur)I, by Ranke, Miguet's Ni.;o- 
l.:iatioJls Relatives à la Suceessi01t d'Esþagne sous Louis XIV., 
Chéruel's Histoire de la E'-rance þendant fa .11fi12orité dc Louis XIV. 
et sous Ie fiIillistère de fil'azarin, will continue to be consulteù by all 
who make a serious study of French history in Louis XIV.'s reign. 
Valuable supplementary works are the Duc d' Aumale's IIistoire 
des Princes de COlldé, Lair's l\;
icolas Fouquet, Clément's Colbert, 
Rousset's Histoire de LoZtvois, Lefevre-Pontalis' 7oh11 de Witt, 
Legrelle's La Diplomatie Française et la Successio11 d' Esþaglle, 
Courey's Coalition de I7oI, Baudrillard's Philip V. et la Cour de 
Fra1lee, and Parkman's volumes- The Old Rigime in Calzada and 
Count Frolltenac and J'"e'W France u.nder Louis XIV. Equally 
xv 
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important is the excellent series of Instructions aux Ambassadettrs d 
ilIÙzistres de France now in course of publication. 
It is impossible to enumerate all the monographs and essays 
written to elucidate various episodes of Louis' reign. 
Lavallée's Ilistoire de la lIfaison Royale de Saint-Cyr
. Lair's 
Louise de la Vallitre et la 7eunesse de Louis 
YI V.; Legrelle's Louis 
.}(IV. et Strasbourg
. Lanier's Étude Historique sur les Rltations de la 
Frallce et dll Royaume de Siam; Reynald's Louis XIV. et Guil- 
laume Ill.; Dr. Döllinger's Lectures on Louis XI V. aud .IIllllt'. 
de lIIaintenon,o l\Ir. Armstrong's Elizabeth Farnese
' Rocquains' 
L'Esþrit .Révolutionaire avant la Révolution 
. are but a few instances 
of the wealth of material ready to the hand of the student. 
In my attempt to write, with the aid of the knowledge gained 
from a study of some of the memoirs and histories of the time, a Life 
of Louis XIV. I have received very considerable assistance from l\1r. 
Evelyn Abbott, Editor of this series. To him and to l\Ir. Charles E. 
Thompson, whose courteous help tu me when choosing the portraits 
for the volume has been most valuable, I wish to tender my best 
thanks. 


OXFORD, February, 1695. 
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LOUIS XIV. 


PROLOGUE. 


Ii E character and poc;ition of 
Louis XIV. are peculiarly dif- 
ficult to estirnate, partly on 
account of the attitude taken 
to\vards him during his life- 
tirne by his 0\\'11 subjects, 
partly o\ving to the entire 
misapprehension under \\'hich 
foreign nations laboured as to 
his real aims. The French 
people during more than hvo-thirds of his long reign 
made him into a god and \vorshipped him, .while at 
the time of the Spanish Succession \var a generation 
had gro\vn up in England \yhich, says Mr. \Vyon in 
his flistory of Creat Britain during the Reign of 
Queen oLin/H', reganled " Louis XI\T. as a monster of 
ambition \vith a mission from the devil to make 
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slaves and Papists of the \vhole lUl1nan race, a per- 
fidious tyrant \vith \vhom it \vas useless to think of 
entering into a compact, \VhQi11 it ,vas absolutely 
necessary to bind \vith chains of iron." 
Again at the present day, modern historical writers, 
for the greater part hailing frot11 France, are ,vell- 
nigh unanimous in \vholesale condemnation of the 
age of Louis XIV. on the ground that it ,vas essen- 
tially the cause of the French Revolution. Even 
allo\ving that it be strictly historical to say that 
Louis' reign made the Revolution inevitable, it re- 
mains none the less true that the blame, if there be 
any, must be shared by the people \vith the I,-ing. 
'"[he French nation made Louis, and Louis \vas the 

itome of the_French nation. It is easy to sytnpa- 
thise \vith the many hostile criticisms levelled at the 
King by German historians, \vho cannot forgive the 
devastation of the Palatinate or forget the loss of 
Strasburg. But it is peculiarly ungracious, ungrate- 
ful, and unhistorical for French \vriters \vho are \vell 
acquainted \vith the history of their o\vn country, 
to allo\v themselves to be so carried a\vay by feeble 
repu blican predilections, as to pour virulent abuse 
upon the most brilliant period of their history, and 
!heir most hardworking, painstaking, and on the 
\vhole successful ruler. 
Louis has certainly as great a claim as Napoleon 
to be considered a I-Iero. He, at any rate, left his 
country holding a po\verful position in Europe, and 
\vhen he died he could boast that his foes had never 
entered Paris. In spite of his mistakes he succeeded 
in placing Philip on the Spanish throne. 
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I'he French Revolution undoubtedly tended for 
a long tÍ1ne to damage Louis' reputation and to blind 
men to the real character of his \vork. And yet the 
Revolutionists only developed I"ouis' system of in- 
ternal administration, and continued \vith vigour and 
success his foreign policy. To credit Louis \vith the 
evils under \vhich France suffered during the eigh- 
teenth century is to ignore the history of the reigns 
of Louis XV. and Louis XVI. These monarchs, it 
is true, found themselves handicapped through the 
position of the nobles and the \veight of taxation. 
But had they been energetic and enlightened ad- 
ministrators, had they adapted themselves to the 
needs of the day, France might by securing timely 
reforms have escaped fron1 the horrors of re\Folution. 
As it ,vas, ,vhen Louis established a bureaucracy 
dependent on an absolutism, he gave the French 
government the shape \vhich it preserved unchanged 
till 1789. 11 is administrative reforms ,vere admirably 
suited to the France of his o\vn day. It was the 
fault of his successors that the bureaucratic system 
became an impassable barrier bet\veen the people 
and their rulers. 
There is no doubt ,vhatever that ,vith the majority 
of his countrymen the rule of Louis XIV. ,vas in the 
seventeenth century extremely popular. It \vas 
admirably calculated to arouse the enthusiasm of his 
subjects. The French, more than any other Euro- 
pean nation, have ahvays been most easily affected 
by the love of military glory. They have of all 
nations ever been sensitive of their prestige, and 
appreciative of a brilliant foreign policy. 
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Louis' reign \vas, as far as military glory \vas con- 
cerned, the most glorious in the annals of French 
history, and never did the prestige of the French 
anns stand higher. Even at the end of the Spanish 
Succession ,var, that prestige ,vas nobly mf\intained 
by Villars. At no period in French history was the 
foreign policy of France conducted \vith greate! 
ability or ,vith more conspicuous success. In the 
clearness of hi5 vie\vs on foreign policy, Louis was 
ahvays essentially a Frenchman, \vhile in his dogged 
perseverance, his close attention to details, his care- 
ful grasp of facts, and his recognition of the necessity 
of ,vithdra,ving from untenable positions, he sho\ved 
that he possessed characteristics rarely found among 
Latin nations. Unlike George III., ,,'ho never rose 
to a higher level than that of most of his subjects, 
Louis ,vas in many respects head and shoulders 
above the majority of the Frenchmen of his day. 
And he ,vas really great \vhen dealing ,vith questions 
bearing on the future welfare of France as a European 
Po\ver. His foreign and colonial policy is superior 
to that of any of his predecessors or successors 
and should be keenly appreciated by his countrymen 
of the present day. 
An unerring instinct told hitn that Belgium should 
be in French hands. He \vas equally bent upon 
securing Lorraine, Luxen1burg, and Savoy. His at. 
tempts to make the Mediterranean a French lake 
showed consummate statesmanship, ,vhiIe if his 
colonial, Indian, and Siamese projects had been 
continued and \visely developed by his successors, 
France \vould have very practical reasons for looking 
back on his reign \vith gratitude and respect. 
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\Vhether he \vas revoking the Edict of N antes, or 
\vas avenging an insult offered to his alnbassador, or 
\vas appealing to the patriotism of the people against 
the impolitic demands of the insatiable allies after 
Oudenarde, Louis was ahvays in touch ,vith the 
tnajority of his subjects. He set a great value on 
hilnself as the holder of the kingly office and the 
nation accepted his estimate of its ilnportance. In 
spite of the many faults of his rule, France \vas ably 
administered during his reign. The noble class, \vho 
hitherto had influenced the governnlent of the 
country, \vere unfit to take any share in the ad- 
tninistration. Like the Parisians of all time, they 
were \vanting in balance, they had no principles, 
they \vere carried a\vay by every passing impulse. 
The conduct both of the nobles and the Parisians 
d!:!ring the Fronde troubles anlply justified the es- 
tablishment of a strong centralised monarchy. Ac- 
cepted by the French nation as the only fonn of 
governlnent possible after the years of anarchy, it 
soo
became thoroughly popular. 
In spite of the criticis111S offered by 1Yladame de 
Sévigné, Gui Patin, Bussy-Rabutin, and Ormesson, 
royalty caine to be regarded by a large tna j ori ty of 
the nation as the glorious personification of the unity 
and po\ver of France. And \vith his natural acute- 
ness of obser\ ?tion, his decision, and his grand Inall- 
Her, Louis satisfied the aspirations of his people. 
For Inore than fifty years he had the most brilliant 
Court in the ,vorld, and he directed the affairs of 
France and Europe ,vith a magnificence \vhich the 
reverses at the end of his reign could not efface. 
The bistory of the \vorld presents fe\v epochs on 
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,vhich civilisation and literature have thro\vn greater 
eclat than that of Louis XIV. 
Louis ,vas thus pre-en1inently a Frencht11an in the 
unique sYlnpathy that existed bet\veen hiln and 
the nation-a sYlnpathy seen in their aims, in love 
and in hate, in taste and in prej udice. As a Inan 
he 111ay not have been great, but a great King he 
certainly ,vas, and the age in ,vhich he lived and 
which bears his natne was a great age. \ Vhatever 
claim he Inay bear to the titlc of Hero must be 
based upon the detennination and courage sho\vn 
during the last fourteen years of his reign. In spite 
of the calalnities ,vhich the \var brought upon his 
country, in spite of the dOll1estic afflictions \vhich 
\vellnigh over\vhelmed him, Louis' skill and ability 
and courage succeeded, \vi th honour and \vith com- 
paratively small territorial loss, in extracting France 
fr0t11 a death grapple ,vith Europe. Fe\v periods in 
the reign of any European monarch present more 
striking exalnples of real pãtriotisnl and heroistl1 
than will be found in the history of the great l{ing 
of France during the years fr0111 1 ï 0 7 to 17 1 3. 
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CHAPTER 1. 


OPEKIKG YEARS OF TIlE REIGN. 
1643-165 I. 


<JUIS XIV. \vas born on the 
5 th of September, 1638, at 
Saint-Germain, in the Château 
K euf. The nc\ys of this event 
\vas received \vith great rejoic- 
ings. Thc birth of the Dau- 
phin in the pavilion of Henry 
IV. coincided \\Tith successes 
abroad, \vhich lTIUst have re- 
called to mcn's Ininds the 
deeds of the Kina of Navarre I r."."",. ."'
t 1...-"". e . 
b.,.. .!.. 
The year 1638 brought ,vith it thc capture of 
l\lsace by the French annies; it sa\v also French 
ascendancy establishcd in the Mediterranean ,vaters. 
1'he terrible Thirty Years' \Var was then at its hcight 
and till this year, in spite of the victorious career of 
Gustavus Adolphus, men were still doubtful as to 
the issue. Under the great Cardinal Richelieu, 
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"'rance had plunged into the ,var; and the year 1638 
proved to be the "turning-point of the struggle 
behveen France and the House of Austria." 
The birth of Louis XIV. upset all the plans of the 
Court party, and strengthened the hands of Riche- 
lieu at hOl11C. The hopes of the opponents of the 
l\1inister had been founded entirely on the expecta- 
tion that Gaston of Orleans, the brother of Louis 
XIII., ,vould succeed to the throne, and destroy at 
one blo\v the ,york of Richelieu. These hopes ,vere 
no,v scattered to the ,vinds and in spitc of the 
spaslnodic resistance of the noblcs during the 
Fronde, the birth of Louis XIV. decidcd the Ino- 
mentous question for France that the adlninistrative 
reforms of Richelieu should bc adhered to and de- 
veloped. Aristocratic tyranny and selfishness ,vere 
to yield to an irresistible despotisll1. 
A year latcr Louis XIII. had another son, Philip, 
destined to becorne celebrated as the husband of the 
ill-fated Henrietta, daughter of Charles I. of England. 
At the close of 1642 Richelicu dicd and \vith the 
bcginning of the next year it became apparent that 
the reign of Louis XIII. "'as dra\ying to a rapid 
clos
. In April the I(ing Inovcd to the nc,v Palace 
of Saint-Germain, where the air ""as purer than in 
Paris. Feeling his end ,vas at hand, he devoted 
hil11self to religious exercises and to the scttlclncnt 
of all matters affecting the govcrnment of France. 
On the 25th of April he declared his \vishcs ,vi th 
regard to the future. In the event of his death his 
,vife Anne of Austria ,vas to be H_cgcnt, his brother 
Orleans to be Lieutenant-General. The real po,ver, 
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ho\vever, \vas to lie ,vith the Council of Regency, a 
body cotl1posed of l\Iazarin, the Chancellor Seguier, 
Condé, and others. The ll1clubers \\Tere to be irre. 
Inovable and the Queen and Orleans "'cre to refer 
to them all questions of itnportancc. The appoint- 
Inent of such a Council "'as, as l\Iazarin said, an 
affront to the Queen. 
On April 2 I st, the Dauphin ""as christened, 
l\Iazarin and the Princess of Condé being his spon- 
sors, and after the ceretnony, though only four and 
a half years old, he told his dying father that he had 
received the natne Louis XIV. "Not yet, not yet," 
ans\vcrcd the sick Inonarch. 
\Yithin a Inonth, on l\1ay 14th, Louis XIII. died, 
leaving his country in a far more prominent position 
than ,,,hen he succeeded to the throne. France ,vas 
no\v recognised " as the champion of the true rights of 
nations against the dotnination of an arrogant I louse 
and the Catholic reaction in its \vorst aspect." 
Gennan Protcstantis111 ,vas by the cOlnbincd efforts 
of France and Sweden practically secure. At h01ne 
feudalism had received its death blo\v; la\vless dis- 
order and selfish tyranny ,,"cre crusheù. \Vhilc 
Gernlany 'v dS torn in picces through religious 
divisions, in 1-4"'rancc the II ugucnots had becolnc 
loyal subjects. The Inonarchy ,vas stcadily gro\ving 
and already ,,-as beginning to symbolise the unity 
and the grandeur of France. This itnprovcl11cnt in 
thc position of France ,vas due to Richelicu. 
Though his namc is not associatcd with the 
treatics of \ V estphalia and of the Pyrenees or with 
the final overthro\v of the great nobles in the 
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Fronde, he had prepared the \vay. Under her able 
minister France \vas suprelne in diplolnacy, in anns, 
and in letters. 
France ,vas left by Richelieu in a strong position. 
She held Alsace, Artois, H..oussillon, and part of 
Catalonia. Victorious on the Rhine, she occupied 
Brisach and the }"'orest T o\vns. S\veden and the 
United Provinces \vere her trusted allies, the House 
of Savoy leant on her for protection. The capture 
of Arras laid open the road into the heart of the 
Spanish Netherlands. 
\Vithin France the policy of the great Cardinal 
seen1ed equally successful. The kingdom \vas pedce- 
ful and flourishing. Titne to complete and consoli- 
date his \vork ,vas alone required. And there is little 
doubt that had Richelieu lived a few tnore ye
rs he 
\vould have established his systetI1 on so finn d bdsis 
thdt no Fronde \vould have been possible. For 
Ricl1elieu, though intensely Inonarchical, in tnany 
points reselnbled the enlightened despots of the 
eighteenth century. tIe ,vas keenly alive to the 
necessity of conciliating public opinion; he often 
studied the caltÙTS of the States-General of 1614 to 
discover the popular needs. In 16 26 he had 
u..!!l- 
Inoned an Assembly of Notables and had laid before 
it his policy. 
So loyally had this Asselnbly-colnposed of Inagis- 
trates, financial officials, and Jnerchants-supported 
his plans for the repression of the political designs 
of the Huguenots, for the creation of a navy anù 
for the development of COlllmerce, that just before 
his death he had resolved to call another such As- 
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sembly to strengthen his hands in the probable 
event of Louis XIII.'s death. 
Unfortunately for his country Richelieu died be- 
fore his great \vork ,vas thoroughly consolidated, and 
France had in consequence to pass through upwards of 
ten years of confusion till his successor JVlazarin was 
strong enough to complete the overthrow of the di
- 
cordant elements \vithin the kingdolTI and to place 
the monarchy at the head of an obedient and united 
France. 
No sooner \vas Louis dead than the Par/C1Ilcnt of 
Paris-that close corporation of lawyers, thdt body 
of hereditary Inagistrates ,vhich had bought or in- 
herited judicial places and \vhich aspired to take the 
place of the States-General-at once asserted itself. 
In 1641 Richelicu had dealt ,vhat seetned a decisive 
blo\v at its political pretensions. He had forbidden 
it to take any part in or cognisance of state affairs. 
On financial matters they could relnonstrate, but 
hencefonvard these turbulent Inagistrates ,vcre not 
to regard thctnselves as a political assembly. The 
minority of Louis XIV. ,vas, ho\vever, an oppor- 
tunity too good to be lost. Just as during the 111i- 
norityof Louis XV. so no\v the ParlclItOlt asserted 
its authority, and attempted to regain its fonner 
position. 
Louis XIII. had appointed a Council to control 
the Queen Regent. On l\Iay 18th, four days after 
I.Jouis XIII.'s death, the Par/CJlll'll! abolished this 
Council and placed the \vhole po\ver in the hands of 
Anne of Austria. At the meeting of the Parltllten! 
the young King \vas present. On }\Iay 15th, the 
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day after his father
s death, Louis XIV. had left the 
ancient château of Saint-Germain and had Inade a 
solemn entry into Paris, atnid the greatest enthu- 
siasm. "The Queen," says Gui Patin, "arrived in 
Paris at four o'clock in the afternoon attended by 
ten thousand men, ,vithout reckoning the cavaliers 
and volunteers, \vho s,vanned out of l>aris to nleet 
the little King." The Venetian ambassador "'as 
favourably impressed by the appearance of the 
youthful monarch, and anticipated an era of pros- 
perity for France as soon as this prince" of noble 
aspect, ,vith his air of greatness" had attained his 
majority. 
On l\lay 18th at 8 A.M. a Lit-de-Justicc ,vas held- 
a soletnn assembly to ,vhich not only the Par/cnlcllt 
but also the Dukes and Peers of France and the 
great officers of the Cro,vn ,vere sutnmoned. The 
importance of the assetnbly lay in the attitude as- 
sutned by the Par/cnlellt. Over this Lit-dt'-Justice 
the young King in a violet dress presided. On the 
right of the throne stood his mother, on the left 
l\Iadatne de Lansac, his governess. Assisted by the 
latter Louis stood up and said the fe,v ,vords neces- 
sary to open the proceedings. The Par/e1llent, filled 
,vitlI hopes of regaining their political influence, in- 
vested Anne ,vith absolute po,ver during the King's 
minority, and appointed the Duke of Orleans Lieu- 
tenant-General of the kingdolTI and President of the 
King's Council. The only symptom of future 
trou ble ,vas to be found in the \vords of Barillon onc 
of the Presidents of the Challlbrc des Ellquétcs, who 
asserted that the ParIC1Jlc1Zt should have the power 
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of urging ll1easures for the reforms of the state. But 
his words received little support, so satisfied ,vas the 
majority of the Par/C1JlCJlt \vith the prospects of the 
reign. The 'work of Richelieu would be undone, the 
intendants \vould be dismissed, the Chancellor Pierre 
Seguier, one of Richelieu's ministers, \vould be re- 
placed perhaps by Bailleul a member of the Par/c- 
11lCllt, perhaps by Châteauneuf, a noble \vho had 
suffered during the late reign. The policy of Riche- 
lieu \vould, in a \vord, be entirely reversed and 
Mazarin \vould at once return to Italy. 
On the very evening of the 18th of May the Par- 
lel1lellt kne,v the \vorst. The Queen had confirmed 
Ma7arin as First Minister. The pupil and confidant 
of Richelieu, an Italian adventurer, a 10\\'4>orn 
ecclesiastic \vho could hardly speak the French lan- 
guage, had been deliberately chosen to continue 
Richelieu's ,york, the humbling of the Austro- 
Spanish House and the consolidation of the French 
monarchy. After the first surprise had \yorn off, Inen 
of the mental calibre of the Duke of Beaufort consoled 
themselves \yith the hope that the Queen ,vould 
simply eJnploy Mazarin temporarily, till she had 
learnt ho\v to govern the kingdom. Mazarin's posi- 
tion had hardly been confirmed before the ne\vs of 
the battle of Rocroi came to strengthen and shed 
lustre upon the ne,v government. The death of 
Richelieu had raised fresh hopes in the minds of the 
Spaniards and Imperialists. The time had, it 
seemed to them, come for striking a decisive blo\v at 
the heart of France-a blo\\T that should have a tell- 
ing effect upon the negotiations for peace, \vhich had 
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already begun. But the youthful Enghicn proved 
equal to the task of defending France. Aided by 
the rare gifts of the veteran Captain Gassion, 
Enghien won a brilliant victory at Rocroi. France 
\vas saved from all danger of invasion, Thionville 
shortly after\vards fell before the victorious French 
troops, and the ,yay into Germany and the Lo\v 
Countries lay open for attack from the side of 
France. The victory of Rocroi and the capture of 
Thionville came most opportunely to the aid of the 
governlnent of Anne of Austria and NIazarin. For 
the llloment these successes silenced the voices of 
intrigue and faction. They proved, moreover, to the 
,vodd that though Richelieu \vas dead, his spirit still 
guided the foreign policy of f'rance, and that the 
Spanish leanings of Anne of Austria \\rere completely 
subordinated to her feelings of patriotism and affec- 
tion for her son. These successes then reassured 
the allies of France, disheartened her enemies, and 
helped to establish the government on a firm basis 
at home. 'Still the difficulties of Mazarin \vere 
enormous. Though France \vas safe from fear of 
invasion, though her armies ,vere preparing if pos- 
sible to advance into the heart of Germany and 
dictate peace at the gates of Vienna, the attitude 
of the enemies of the government ,vas most threat- 
enIng. 
The Condé family \vere opposed to and jealous of 
Mazarin; MadaIne de Chevreuse, ,,,ho returned to 
France in July ,vas bitterly hostile to him; the Duke 
of Beaufort, grandson of Henry IV. and Gabrielle 
d'Estrées, headed a faction mainly composed of the 
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lo\vcr noblesse, and ,vas prepared to COlnpass his 
overthro'w. Uncertain as to the future policy of the 
government, the Huguenots \vere becoming unquiet, 
and sorne of the provinces, o\ving to the heavy taxa- 
tion, ,vere discontented and ready to take advantage 
of any \veakness sho\vn by those in authority. It 
,vas difficult too to prevent Anne of Austria from 
sho\vering favours on the most un\vorthy objects. 
vVith the indolent Orleans as Lieutenant-General, 
the avaricious Henry of Condé in the Council, the 
\veak and good-natured Anne as Queen Regent, the 
docile Pierre Seguier as Chancellor, and the ever 
\vatchful and active Mazarin as Chief Minister, the 
situation \\Tas \vell summed up in the lines: 


.. La reine donne tout, 
Monsieur joue tout, 
.M. Ie prince prend tout, 
Le cardinal fait tout, 
Le chancelier scelle tout." 


Rut perhaps the most serious danger to the mon- 
archy \vas to be found in the claims of Orleans and 
the House of Condé to some of the most important 
governorships in France. Already Henry of Condé 
held Burgundy; his son-in-Ia\v, the Duke of Longue- 
ville, N onnandy; ,vhile Provence \vas under the 
Count of Alais, a relation of the Condé family. The 
ambitious J-Ienry of Condé no,v demanded Langue- 
doc for himself, proposing to transfer Burgundy to 
Enghien. Orleans ,vas at the same time pressing 
his claims for Champagne. It seemed that Riche. 
lieu's work ,vas in imminent danger of being undone, 
and that France \vould again suffer all the evils of 
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provincial goVcrt1111cnts under a feuùal aristocracy 
,vhich, humiliated by Richelieu, still preserved the 
memory of its former independence. The \vhole 
provincial question bristled ,vith danger to the 
centralised system lately established by the great 
Cardinal. 
By the end of 1643, however, Mazarin had by dint 
of patience, tact, fertility of resource, and tenacity of 
purpose triumphed over all the dangers \vhich threat- 
ened, during the early days of the 111inority, the 
authority of the infant King. By appealing to 
Anne's 111aternal instinct he checked her over-liber- 
ality and induced her to adopt a more dignified and 
a firmer attitude to\vards the factions \\'hich sur- 
rounded her. lIe quieted the I-Iuguenots by assuring 
them that the toleration of their religion should not 
be interfered with. I-I e conciliated Orleans by alIo\v- 
ing him the semblance of po\ver, and he successfully 
undermined the influence of the dangerous IIenry of 
Condé ,vith the Queen. But ,vith the handsome Beau- 
fort and his faction, Lcs _Illzþo rtallts as they "'ere 
termed, o\ving to their ridiculous pretensions, he 
could make no terms. Reinforced by the returning 
exiles and especially by the clever and dangerous 
Duchess of Chevreuse, they threatened to becon1e 
even dangerous. 
The Duchess, \vhose exile by Louis XIII. should 
have been made perpetual, on her return in July at 
once attacked 1Vlazarin indirectly. IIaving failed to 
secure for the Condé family Brittany, she attempted 
again unsuccessfully, to introduce her o\vn friends 
into the Council. Defeated on this point she en. 
:;I 
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deavoured to revolutionise the foreign policy of 
France and to bring about a Spanish alliance. 
Foiled by Anne's patriotism and defeated on all 
points she relinquished her policy of assailing l\1aza- 
rin indirectly, and resolved by allying \vith Beaufort 
and the Illtporta1Zts to make a direct attack on 
the Minister's power. The exile of l\1adame de 
Montbazon, one of Beaufort's allies, owing to a quar- 
rel \vith Madame de Longueville, determined Beau- 
fort to assassinate Mazarin. But courage failed the 
conspirators, and Be a ufort-Ie roi des HaIles , as he 
\vas popularly termed-\vas arrested on September 
2nd and the party of the IJJlþortallts dispersed. The 
suddenness of the blo\v and the cOlnpleteness of the 
overthro\v of the Illlþortallts recalled the energetic 
measures of Richelicu. The latter lived again in 
the prolnpt and decisive action of his successor. 
The follo\ving lines composed at this time sho\v the 
popular feeling on the su bj ect : 


U II n'est pas mort; il n'a que changé d'âge. 
Ce C ardinal,-d ont c hacun en enrage; 
1\Iais sa maison en a grand passetems ; 
l\Iaints Chevaliers n'en sont pas trop conlen

 
Ains 1'0nt voulu mettre en pauvre éqnil'age 
Sous sa faveur renait son parentage 
Par Ie même art qn'il mettoit en usage, 
Et, par ma foi, c'est encore leur tems ; 
II n'est pas mort. 


" Or nons taisons de peuf d'entrer en cage; 
II est en cour.l'éminent personage, 
Et pour durer encor plus de yingt ans 
Demandez-Ienr à tons ces Importans ; 
lIs vous diront d'un moult pitenx langage, 
I1 n'est pas mort," 
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Mazarin ,vas no\v firmly established in po,ver. .1\ 
guard of three hundred gentlen1en accompanied hin1 
,vhenever he \vent out. I n the Council he ,vas 
supreme. The Secretaries of State, Le Tellier, 
Brienne, Guénégaud, and 1.,a V rillière, 'vere Inerely 
his agents and the Duke of Orleans ,vas perfectly 
docile. Supported by the Queen, Mazarin decided 
all important matters \vithout consulting anybody. 
The minister's position ,vas immensely strengthened 
by the overthro\v of Beaufort and his friends. He 
was now strong enough to deal ,vith the serious 
question of the provincial governments. Champagne 
owing to its proximity - to Lorraine could not be 
taken out of the hands of the central administration, 
so he offered and gave the government of. Languedoc 
to Orleans \vith the uJterior design of stirring up 
enmity behveen hitn and Henry of Condé, ,vho had 
set his heart on securing Languedoc for himself. 
All agitation in the provinces subsided early in 16 44 
and the government of the Regency seemed to have 
triun1phed over its enemies both \vithin and \vithout 
the kingdom. Throughout this trying period Maza- 
rin had acted ,,,ith great discretion. The Queen \vas 
surrounded by men and 'VOlnen devoted to herself 
but hostile to l\lazarin. To conciliate these cnclnics 
of Richelieu's home policy 1\lazarin reversed Inany 
of the late Cardinal's appointments. l\Iadalne de 
Senecey took the place of l\ladalne. de Bressac as 
maid-of-honour to Anne; Claude Le Bouthilier, the 
Supe
intendent of the Finances made \vay on June 
5 th for Bailleul and the Count of Avaux, l\ladame 
de Vaucelas succeeded Madalne de Lansac as the 
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young King's governess. Léon Le Bouthilier, Count 
of Chavigny, refused to renlain in the Council after his 
father's fall and his Secretaryship of State was given 
to IIenri de LOlnenie de Brienne. The adoption of 
these ,vell-titned ll1easures rendered 1\Iazarin's posi- 
tion stilllnore secure. At the end of 1643, too, another 
change took place \vhich affected the young J{ing. 
The headquarters of the royal falnily \vere nlo\'eù 
froln the Louvre to the Palais Royal ,vhich Richelieu 
had bequeathed to Louis XIV. 111 the apartments 
of Richelieu the young 1110narch, then five years old, 
was installed, \vhile l\Iazarin also occupied roolns in 
the palace. Under the care of his felnale attendants 
Louis remained till his seventh year, though Villeroi, 
Durnont, Péréfixe, and Laporte ,vere respectively 
norninated his governor, sub-governor, preceptor, and 
first Valet-lle-ClulJllbrc. H is tastes \verc ,varlike and 
consequently all his alnUSClnents had a ll1ilitary char- 
act
r. A troop of the noblest children in France was 
organized, ,vas subjected to military discipline, and 
\vith the King 'vas drilled each day. Louis delighted 
in his young soldiers and was very fond of Inarching 
at their head, up and do\vn the long gallery of the 
Louvre. "The I
ing's alnusements ,vere all '''ar- 
li ke" \'y rote the Co...!:!nt _ of_TIrienne, -;h o ,vas one 
of the young soldiers; "as so on as his little hands 
could grasp a stick the Queen had a large druln pre- 
pared upon \vhich he played continual1y." 1-1 is 
principal cOll1panions ,vere his brother the Duke of 
l\njou, thè young Count of Guiche, and Louis Henri 
de Lomenie. 
Rut these eady years of Louis ,vere not spent in 
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comfort. \Vhether through the avarice of the Car- 
dinal or through the difficulty of gctting sufficient 
su pplies, there is no doubt that the condition of the 
Court ,vas often that of extreme penury and disco1l1- 
fort. It is at any rate certain that the finances of 
France ,vcre in a 1110st desperate state. The good- 
nature of Anne, the rapacity of the courtiers, the 
large bribes \vhich had to be paid to Orleans and 
I Ienry Condé, the unscrupulousness of the farn1ers 
of the taxes, the exorbitant rate of interest paid on 
loans, the enonnous expenses of the war-all these 
explain the expenditure \vhich in 1642 had been 
ninety-nine Inillions, and by 1644 had increased to 
one hundred and t"
enty-four millions. 
The very Inethod of collecting taxes gave oppor- 
tunity for unlimited elnbezzlement, and Emery, the 
Controller-General of Finance, \vas known to take 
every advantage of a pernicious and oppressive sys- 
tel11 to enrich himself and the bankers \vho provided 
the loans. To raise more money the Taille \vas 
severely enforced, numerous fresh offices \verc crc- 
ated and sold, ne'v taxes \vere levied. And ,vhcll 
these 111ethods did not prove adequate a tax called 
the Toist! was invented-a fine on all houses built 
outside Paris since 1548, followed by a forced loan 
on the richer classes. 
These measures, ho\vever, not only failed in their 
object, but caused popular revolts in the provinces 
and provoked a strenuous resistance on the part of 
the Parlel1zent of Paris. In fact, the attitude taken 
by the opponents of the policy of the government 
was so threatening that Mazarin's position, if not 
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actually shaken, tended rapidly to bCC0111C onc of 
considerable danger. 
}1'ortunately another brilliant success abroad GUl1e 
to his aid and gave a ten1porary prestige to the go\'- 
ernmcnt. The year 1644 had ,vitnessed the defeat 
of Rantzau by 
Iel-cy at Duttlingen, follo,,,ed by the 
three desperate battles of Fribourg and the occupa- 
tion of the Rhine valley by the French anl1ies. 'fhe 
year 1645 sa,v the falnous attenlpt of '[urenne to 
arrange ,vith the S,vedes a concerted attack on 
Vienna. In l\Iarch, 1645, the latter had \\rOn the 
battle of J anko\vitz, and 1\Iazarin had arranged that 
George Ragotsky of Transylvania should send an 
army to aid Torstenson ,vhile Turenne should enter 
Suahia and Inarch on Vienna. The Emperor ,vas 
saved by the ,vant of a proper understanding among 
his enelnies, by the illness of Torstenson, and by 
the defeat of r[urenne at 1\Iergentheim on 1\'lay 5th. 
The French \\-ere checked for the time, but rein- 
forced by Enghien and eight thousand tHen, 1"'urenne 
aided his brilliant colleague to ,,,in the great battle 
of N ärdlingen on August 3d, ,,,hen I\:Iercy ,vas 
killed and the road to Vienna lay open. Though 
the \veakness of the French army after the battle, 
the illness of Enghien, the retreat of Torstenson 
into Thuringia, and the retirement of H..agotsky ren- 
dered an advance on Vienna for the tl10ment hope- 
less, the victory of Nördlingen had itnportant effects. 
The death of l\1ercy ,vas \vorth many successes to 
the French, but above all the brilliant victory of 
Nördlingen enabled :\Iazarin to deal finnly ,vith his 
foes at home. The check at l\IergentheiIn had en. 
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couraged the resistance to the govcnuncnt, and had 
ilnpressed Mazarin ,vith the necessity of being Inore 
than usually circunlspect. All through his ministry 
the influence exercised by the course of events out- 
side France upon the home policy of the govern- 
ment 'vas ilnmense, and Mazarin at once took 
advantage of the victory of N ärdlingen to strike 
a blo\\' at the growing opposition to his rule. 
^ Lit -de- Justice \vas held on September 7 th , pre- 
sided over by the young King. At this solemn 
assen1bly the Queen took a very firm attitude. 
'l'he Par/elJlent made no opposition to her deJnands, 
and the governInent ,vithdre\v the Inost unpopular 
of the taxes, the Toisé and the Taxe des aisés. To 
raise Inoney l1llInerous ne\v offices ,vere created, 
taxes ,vere laid on various trades, and other ex- 
pedients adopted for increasing the revenue. 
Two days before the Lit-dt'-JlIsti,'e Louis XIV. 
had attained his seventh year, and had arrived at 
the age \vhen kings \vere accustomed to pass fr0I11 
the care of ,vomen into the hands of men. 'fhe 
Queen, anxious to give l\1azarin the supervision of 
Louis' education, created hitn SuþerÙltclldcllt of the 
Education of the I
Ùlg, and letters-patent 'vere pub- 
lished announcing to the \vorld the elevation of the 
Cardinal to this dignity. U nti! the I(ing \vas Jnuch 
older Mazarin seeIns to have taken little active par- 
ticipation in Louis's education, \vhich he left in charge 
of Villeroi his governor, Péréfixe his teacher, and 
La !">orte his principal Valt't-de-ChaJJzbre. Villeroi, 
\vhose principal claio1 to faIne lies in the fact of 
his being the father of the l\larshal Villeroi, so 
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prominent in the Spanish Succession ,var, \VdS bound 
to accompany Louis every,,,here, to \vatch over his 
safety, and generaIly to direct his actions. He 
\vas a born courtier, and taught I,ouis at an early 
age the usages of the Court. I-lis son, the young 
Villeroi, became one of the young !{ing's cOlnpan- 
ions and favourites. Péréfixe, his tutor, was a Doc- 
tor of the Sorbonne, who became later Archbishop 
of Paris, and \\'ho ,vas the author of a history of 
IIenry IV. cOlnposed for the benefit of Louis. 
'The young IZing, 1\1adalne de 1\10tteville tells us, 
" ,vas ta ught t o"b-an slate the Co;; iiñèllta riesõf Cæsar ; 
he l earnt t
dance, to dr 
\2. 
d t o r id e, al!,d ]ïe;ãs 
very skilful at all athletic exercises." I-I e became 
also g 
atI yi nterested in hist ory, and especially de- 
lighted in the ,vars of Charles the Great, St. Louis, 
and Francis 1. La Porte, the King's chief T 7 alct-de- 
Cha1Jl!n f', the author of sOlne memoirs on the early 
years of Louis XIV., served him faithfully, though he 
appar
ntly disliked l\lazarin, ,vho always ranked hiITI 
amongst his enemies. It is La Porte \\'ho asserts 
that 1\lazarin cared nothing about Loui,;' education, 
and 'vas merely anxious to surround him ,vith his 
o\vn friends and relations. On the contrary, it 
seems certain that Mazarin ,vas fully alive to the 
necessity of carefully educating Louis, but during his 
early years left the direction of it to his governors. 
In 1647, ,vhen Louis ,vas in his tenth year, he told 
his mother at a ball at 1-1'ontainebleau that he \vished 
to take the governlnent into his o\vn hands. It \vas 
discovered that one of Louis' attendants had sug- 
gested the thought, and Mazarin took the opportu. 
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nity of reprimanding Vill
roi for the bad cùucation 
\vhich he was giving Louis. The Cardinal \vas ahvays 
keenly alive to the danger of letting the King be 
surrounded by flatterers. "These perpetual flatteries 
are most prejudicial," "\vrote Mazarin, "and make 
the King dislike those who tell hirn the truth." The 
Cardinal was at that period too much occupied in the 
absorbing political movelnents of the time to be able 
to superintend closely the King's education. But in 
Jthe later years of his o\vn life it is \vell kno\vn ho\v 
carefully and successfully he instilled into Louis the 
necessity of cultivating habits of order, of regular 
\vork, of perseverance, of firmness, and of taking into 
his o\vn hands the suprelne direction of affairs. It is 
probable that Louis disliked the Cardinal just as any 
child is apt to dislike his schooltnaster. There seems 
no doubt that he \vas encouraged in this dislike by 
several of those round him, \vho hoped in some \\Tay 
to profit by so\ving discord bet\\Teen the l{ing and 
the IVlinister. The numerous stories bearing on 
Louis' aversion to the Minister as sho\vn on various 
occasions at Compiègne, at Fontainebleau, or at the 
Palais Royal, though doubtless in the 1nain true, 
have no historical importance. 
At this period, ho\vever, Louis ,vas having forced 
upon hitn, by stern experience, convictions of Í1n- 
mense importance to France. 
Though the IJJzþortallts had been crushed, and 
though the young Louis had successfuIly presided at 
the Lz"t- de- Jllstz.ce, \vhere the complaisance of the 
Parlc1Jzcnt seemed to prove that absolutisrn in 
France rested on a secure basis, in reality the posi. 
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tion of the govenunent \vas 1110st precarious. The 
political and social condition of France at the be- 
ginning of 1646 \vas full of danger, and at any mo- 
ment the throne of the Bourbons might be shaken, if 
not overthro\vn. Though France \vas victorious 
abroad, and apparently tranquil at hOlne, she \vas in 
truth on the verge of bankruptcy. The expedients 
of Mazarin to avert the inevitable crisis only tended 
to alienate every class. The discontent \vas univer- 
sal, but for the moment the brilliant victories of the 
French armies postponed an outbreak in Paris. 
Successful abroad and supreme at hOtne, the gov- 
ernment of the Regency seetned in 1646 to be in an 
almost enviable position. .t\nne of Austria presided 
over a brilliant circle, and the "happy hours" of 
Compiègne, Fontainebleau, and the Louvre "'ere 
often looked back upon \vith regret hy many \vho 
\vitnessed the glories of Versailles. 
In this frivolous and yet Jnagnificent, noble and yet 
vicious society, Enghien \vas the n10st striking figure. 
He \vas the hero of Rocroi and Nördlingen, and by 
these victories he had inaugurated the asccr;.dancy of 
the arms of France, \vhich continued till the battle 
of Blenheim. In spite of his treasonable conduct 
during the latter years of the conflict bet\veen France 
and Spain, he deserves to be placed \vith Richelieu 
and Turenne, as having aided in raising the mon- 
archy to the highest point of splendour. On his re- 
turn to the capital, he ,vas ,velcomed by lVlazarin 
and Anne of Austria, and even the little IZing \vas 
taught to praise his ., Cousin." I-I e \vas the favour- 
ite of Paris, and his father, the President of the 
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Council of Stale, dClnanòed for hirn provinces and 
governments. But Enghien, though an admirable 
representative of the frivolity, the licentiousness, the 
Ja\vlcssness, and the magnificence of the society of 
\vhich he had become the idol, had sterner \vork on 
hand, and \yas not content to remain in Paris \vhile 
l.....rench arn1ies \vere busy on the frontiers. 
In the Lo\v Countries, the Spanish forces had been 
successful, and Mardyck, Bergues, and Cassel had 
been retaken. It ,vas necessary at once to reC0I11- 
mence the \var, and to resume active operations. 
The Court proceeded as far as Amiens, and in 1646 
Gaston of Orleans and Enghien, at the head of the. 
I
"rench armies, turned the tables on their enclnies. . 
Though Orleans's adhesion to the old routine of a 
campaign, \vhich regarded long sieges as the height 
of Inilitary skill, checked the achievement of any 
brilliant successes in the fielò, Enghien's presence 
Inade itself felt, and the capture of Dunkirk at the 
end of the calnpaign \vas one of his greatest triumphs. 
H is return to the capital ,vas follo\ved by the death 
of his father, and by his appointment to the ci\Til 
and military cOffilnand in Spain. On arriving at 
Barcelona in the spring of 1647, he found the influ- 
ence of France allnost destroyed iri Catalonia, and. 
the small French army in a very perilous condition.' 
I I is \vell kno\vn failure before I...Jerida was his only 
reverse \vhen leading a French anny, and he \vas no 
dou bt perfectly right in raising the siege of that 
strong fortress. Condé's check, ho\vever, unfortu- 
nately coincided \vith disasters and Inisfort
nes to the 
French arms in other parts 'of Europe, and \vith an 
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incrcasing Jcficit in the treasury and a deepening 
discontent at hOlnc. 
The year 1647 seemed indeed fraught \vith disas- 
ter and even danger to the French monarchy. 'The 
failure of the French at Lerida had shaken its repu- 
tation in Catalonia, the revolt of the \Veilnarian 
troops and the quarrel of Gassion and Rantzau had 
for the tll0n1ent not only destroyed 1\1azarin's hopes 
of securing the Spanish N ether1ands, but, combined 
,,,ith the success of the Archduke Leopold in taking 
I.andrecies, had even imperilled the French conquests 
from Courtrai to Dunkirk; even in Italy the French 
cause had suffered reverses. "lVlazarin has gro\vn 
pale," \vrote the Venetian ambassador in August, 
1647, "and his hair has turned \vhite." Disaster 
abroad \vas. accompanied by anxieties at hon1e. In 
September of the same year the young Duke of 
Anjou fell dangerously in; in November the King 
llitnself ,vas attacked by small-pox, and the Queen, 
\vorn out, ,vas seized \yith fever. rfhe friends of 
Orleans actually looked fonvard to the reign of Gas- 
ton 1., the I1Jzportants once more raised thcir heads, 
epigralns became numerous, certain Inembers of the 
Par/cllzellt began to Jnake preparations for asserting 
their rights on the first opportunity, and Paris, 
alrcady seething \vith discontent, began to stir 
uneasily. 
rrhe recovery or the Queen and her sons destroyed 
the alnbitious schelnes of Orleans and the jJ ar ll'lJlt'llt ; 
the appointInent of Condé to the cOlnmand of the 
arn1Y of Flanders seelned to augur ,veIl for the future 
success of the French arms. But for a time bad 
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luck doggeù all l\Iazarin's efforts, and his efforts to 
make peace ,vith the En1pire seemed destined to 
cotne to nothing. The Elector of Bavaria, ,vho had 
in 1647 signed the treaty of VIm \\-ith France, no\v 
early in 1648 broke the treaty and returned to his 
allegiance to the Emperor. This defection seemed 
to destroy all chance of an early peace ,vith the En1- 
pire. But \vhat \vas even a lTIOre serious blo\\T to the 
foreign policy of lVlazarin ,,,as the conclusion of a 
treaty (of 1\1 ünster) between the United Provinces 
and Spain, in January, 1648. Ever since the capture 
of l)unkirk by the French, the Dutch had becotne 
uneasy, lest the French should ,,,ithin the near 
future secure the Belgian Provinces. 1'his uneasi- 
ness \vas accentuated by the òisco\'ery that IVlazarin 
,vas endeavouring early in 1 G46 to arrange a peace 
\vith Spain-the latter to yield the Spanish N ether- 
lands to France, \vhich country ,vould on her part, 
abandon all Catalonia and Portugal to the Spaniards. 
To extend the French frontiers to the ScheIdt \vas 
always one of l\1azarin's favourite schemes, and the 
year 1646 seemed unusually favourable for the exe- 
cution of this design. England occupied ,vith her 
Civil ,var could not interfere; Spain had had ample 
opportunity of recognising not only the difficulty of 
defending her distant and often disloyal Belgian 
Provinces against the attacks of French and Dutch, 
but also the vast importance of thoroughly conquer- 
ing Catalonia, and if possible Portugal. 
'fhe Dutch opposition to this schen1e soon sho,,'ed 
itself. It ,vas feared in Holland that Ant\\'erp in 
French hands ,vould not only rival Amsterdanl and 
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so endanger the Dutch trade, but that the presence 
of a powcrful neighbour, such as France, \vould be a 
constant Inenace to the liberties and independence 
of the Republic. Aided by these f
ars on the part 
of the Dutch, the ,vorl<: of Spanish diplomacy \vas 
easy. The ancient alliance bet\veen the French and 
the United Provinces ,vas broken, and in January, 
1 6 48, the treaty bet\veen the Dutch and Spanish 
governl11ents destroyed all chance of the French 
frontiers being pushed to the ScheIdt. 
But though the year 1648 opened so gloomily for 
the French foreign policy, four events revolutionised 
the condition of affairs in Europe and compelled the 
Emperor to agree to Inake peace. 'fhe victory of 
Turenne over the Bavarian troops at Zusmars. 
hausen (l\Iay I 7th) rendered Bavaria, no\v occupied 
by the troops of Turenne and \V rangel, useless as a 
check upon a l11arch on Vienna; the capture of 
Tortosa (July 13th) laid Spain open to a French 
invasion; the success of the S\vede l{oenigsmarck in 
occupying Little Prague ,vas a strong argument in 
the Inouths of the Duke of Bavaria and the other 
German Princes \\"ho pressed the En1peror to 111ake 
peace; Cond é's splendid an d decisive victor y _ at 

ens_ C2.n Au g ust 20th, after a long campaign at the 
head of a very inferior force, finally decided the 
Elnperor to conclude the p eace of Wes tp halia. 
As far as foreign policy \vas concerned the Ini. 
nority of Louis XIV. had seen France achieve bril. 
liant successes. She had not extended her frontier 
to the ScheIdt, but she had by securing Alsace ad. 
vanced her boundaries \vellnigh to the Rhine. Her 
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rival Austria, lTIOreOVer, ,vas pennanently ,veakened 
by the changes cffected in the Gennanic constitu
 
tion. The independence of each German state and 
the introduction of S,veden into the nort
l of 
Gennany \vere in thenlselvcs a considerable check 
on the po\ver of the Elnperor. The Elnpire ,vas 
paralysed and the Rhine ,vas no longer a. GenTIan 
river. The Fr<:nch \vere established ahnost through- 
out all Alsace, and the Imperial dignity ,vas enor- 
Inously lessened. The smaller German Princes had 
learned to look upon France as their protector, and 
Louis XIV. \"as to reap later the benefits of 
l\Iazarin's skilful advocacy of the rights of these 
petty states. 
The Austro-Spanish I louse had indeed suffered d 
severe fall in the Thirty \7 Cd.rs' \Var. j\ balance of 
po\ver ,vas established in Europe under the guaran- 
tee of France which could not easily be overthro\vn. 
In spite of her internal troubles the French In011- 
archy had gained ilnlnensely in the consideration of 
Europe; France remained the leading po"Tcr in 
Europe and ,vas regarded by the secondary states 
as their ally and protector. 
'I,he year 1 6 48 ,vas disa
trou
.!.o _ the _ cause _of 
royalty. Charles 1. fell into the hands of his foc
 
anù early in the foUo\ving year ended his life on the 
scaffold, in Naples a repu bl ic \vas proclai!TIcd and 
the arms of Spain defied, in Gcnnany the ElTIperOr's 
po\ver had been for ever weakened by the recogni- 
tion of the federal character of the Empire, even 
in Russia an aristocratic movement hostile to the 
royal po\ver took place. 
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France was no exception to the general rule. 
There the 111unnuring ParICIJlCIl! of the early years 
of Louis XIV.'s reign became the mutinous and 
rebellious Par/cJJzell! of the period of the Fronde. 
" The constellation s .-:.vcre terri bly
ga inst Kings,9t 

vrot e Madaln e de l\ Iotteville. For SOlne five years 
the Fronde filling France \vith the tun110il and 
lnisery of a civil \var conlprolnised the conquests 
and the glory gained by the French annies during 
the years 1643-48. :Qolninated at one tilne by the 
Parlc1JlCJzt ,A a
t her b y _t he Princ e s, at an.9ther by 
a unio n of both, the period_of_t he Fron de is tnarked 
by intrigue, by selfishness, and by an entire absence 
-- - 
01 patriotism. 
There is probably no period in later French his- 
tory \vhich afforded Inore justification for absolu tisn1. 
The ready acceptance by the French people of the 
establishment of Louis XIV.'s despotic power ""as 
in great lneasure due to the factious character of the 
Fronde movetnent. 
It ,,'as during these years 1648-54 that Luuis 
learnt some of his first lessons in the art of govern- 
ment. It ,vas during these years that he gained his 
earlicst political experienccs. Opposed on all sides 
by a curious medley of princes like Beaufort, of gen- 
erals like Turenne and Condé, of ecclesiastics like 
Paul de Goneli, of ambitious intriguers like Madan1c 
de Chevreuse and Madame de Longueville, !t was 
1!2! to be \vondered at that Louis' early experiences 
t
ught him the necessity of crushing all opposition. 
T he f ailure of -th
 }.... ron d-;;- movement to secure 
any constitutional concessions or any tangible 
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refonns ,vas due to t\vo causes. In the first place 
the Par/eHlent of Paris-a mere corporation of 
magistrates holding their po,ver frotn the King- 
had no right to take the place of the States-General 
and to pose as the representatives of the nation. 
This official aristocracy, indignant at l\lazarin's 
attempt to deprive them of the hereditary rights 
which belonged to their offices, no\-v proved as hostile 
to the Ininister as the feudal aristocracy had been 
to Richelieu. Though these la\vyers spoke brave 
,vords about individual liberty, they ,vere far more 
anxious about the extension of their o\vn privileges 
and the threatened loss of the "paulette" than 
about the advancetnent of the liberties of the 
nation dt large. It is inde
d true that the first 
or Parliatnentary Fronde (1648-49) did certainly 
nUlnber alnong its ranks tnen ,vho, like l\Iolé, the 
President of the Par/clIzcllt and a real patriot, were 
honest citizens and anxious for the ,velfare of their 
country. And undeniably this movetnent is \vorthy 
of a certain amount of respect in that it did attack 
a Inost wasteful adtninistration, and a ruinous 
system of taxation. Eu t the Pa r le1Jzellt '\-vas inca pa- 
ble, f rom its v er y constitu t ion, of ca rrying through 

 sc heme of -r
forIE in face of the - insuperablé 
difficulties ,vhich beset its path. 
The second cause of the failure of the Fronde 
movetnent is to be found in the fact that the N e\v or 
second Fronde (1649-1653) had no title \vhatever to 
any respect. 
The constitutional leanings of a certain portion of 
the members of the first Fronde had been to a great 
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extent overshadowed by their exaggerated and 
unreasoning hatred of a First lVlinistcr-in the per- 
son of Mazarin. In the second Fronde the object of 
the ne\v Frondeurs ,,-as sitnply to secure for them- 
selves appointments) 6
'-fE:rntnents, pensions. They 
aimed, in a \vord, at the overthro\v of Mazarin and 
the establishment of the governn1ent of the aris- 
tocracy. Had the first Fronde triumphed anc! 
officialism as represented by the members of the 
Pa'/leUleJlt of Paris divided the governtnent \vith the 
King, or had the nobles in the second Fronde 
triumphed, the country \vould have suffered far 
more evils than attended the establishlllent of the 
absolute monarchy. 
Both Frondes had a
object in common, viz. the 
overthro\v of 1\1azarin and \vith hilll of the idea of 
an irresponsible Prilnc 
1inister bequeathed to 
France by Richelieu. Ostensibly both Frandes 
struggled to shake royalty free froln the check Í1n- 
posed by the creation of a Prime Minister, but in 
reality, though struggling nominally for the I,-ing, 
the Froncleurs, \vhether as hereditary magistrates or 
as frivolous nobles, \vere mainly fighting for their 0\\'11 
se1fish interests. There is no doubt \vhateverthat the 
triutnph of the ParleUle1l! or of the nobles \vould have 
been equally disastrous to the interests of France. 
And this is very clearly seen in the attitude taken 
by the thirty-t\\rO delegates froln the Pal.leulen! and 
the sovereign Courts \vhich met in the Chamber of St. 
Louis and there formed themselves into \vhat prac.. 
tically amounted to a pennanent political body for 
dealing with all existing grievances. 
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On June 30th, 1648 they demanded the abolition of 
Richelieu's 'iJltozdan!s, \vhose extended po\vers often 
encroached upon the jurisdiction of the Par/e1l/ell/. 
Apart from their other demands, SOlne of ,vhich ,vere 
admirable, the attempt of the delegates to upset at 
one blo,v Richelieu's administrative systel11 illus- 
trates the folly and blindness of this self-constituted 
comtnittee. The abolition of the unity of the 
French administration meant a return to feudal 
anarchy and local misgovernl11ent. For the time 
being Mazarin found it advisable to persuade the 
Queen, ,vho was herself determined to maintain in- 
tact her son's authority, to yield to the pressure of 
the Par/e'1l1ellt, \vhich had received \vith favour the 
propositions of the Chan1ber of St. Louis. Not only 
,vas Emery dismissed and his place given to a sol- 
dier, the Marshal de la Meilleraye, but all the inten- 
dants ,vere removed except those in the Lyonnais, 
Champagne, and Picard)". These concessions not 
satisfying the Par/e1Jlen!, and the Chamber of St. 
Louis continuing its sittings, IVIazarin ,vaited till 
August, \vhen on the 20th the battle of Lens seemed 
to come most opportunely to the aid of the Court. 
"At last," \vrote Mazarin, "heaven has declared in 
our favour." The Queen's policy of maintaining 
intact the royal authority at all hazards ,vas to be 
itllmediately tried. 
The victory of L,ens \"as to have a double effect. 
It ,vas to hasten the conclusion of a general peace, 
it \vas to assure the triumph of the royal cause over 
that uf the Par/emellt. It ,vas reported that on 
hearing of the victory of Condé, Louis himself had 
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said: " 'fhe Par/elllcllt \vill be very sorry." The royal 
Council, in which sat \vith the Queen, 1\1azarin, Or- 
leans, Longueville, Seguier, La 1\leilleraye, and Cha- 
vigny, decided that the three most prominent mem- 
bers of the Par/enlen!, Broussel, Blancmesnil, and 
Charton, should be arrested on the very day \vhen at 
Notre Dal11e a Te Deum \\'as being chanted in hon- 
our of Lens. Of the three Charton escaped, but the 
other t\VO \vere seized, Blancmesnil being taken to 
Vincennes, \vhile Broussel \vas in1prisoned at Sedan. 
The effect \vas as serious for France as had been 
the attempted arrest of the five members by Charles 
1. in England. 
The Revolution had begun. In a frenzy of excite- 
Inent barricades \vcre thrO\\'l1 up, and the mob re- 
fused to lay down their anTIS till the prisoners \vere 
released. The Palais koyal itself \vas in no little 
danger. It \vas not till the Court had given \vay to 
the detnands of the ParleJJ/en! and Broussel had 
arrived and been escorted in triumph to Notre Dalne 
that the barricades \vere removed and tranquillity 
reigned again in Paris. But it \vas evident that a 
rupture \vith the Parle1Jze1lt \vas bound to take place. 
The moderate section in the Par/elne1l! itself \vas 
incapable of controlling the younger members ,,'ho 
\vere detennined to carry through their projects of 
reform and to exercise a po\verful if not a permanent 
influence on the government. Paul de Gondi, kno\vn 
as the Cardinal de Retz, a born conspirator, \vhose 
object in life ,,'as to be a successful party leader, had 
taken up a position of bitter hostility to the Queen 
and 11:azarin. Instigating the younger and more 
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fiery Inembers of the Parlcl1lcllt, he entered upon a 
course of definite hostility to Mazarin, \vhich he 
expected \vould place him in a commanding position 
among the leaders of the factions of the day. 
The rest of the picturesque history of the first or 
Parliatnentary Fronde can be told in a fe\v ,vords. 
'The ,var \vhich seemed likely to break out upon the 
retirement of the Court to Rueil in September, and 
later to Saint. Germain, follo\ved by SOIne forcible 
Ineasures of l\1azarin, ,vas telnporarily averted by a 
conference at Saint - Gennain, ,vhich lasted fronl 
September 25th to October 4th, and" resulted in the 
declaration of October 2zd, perhaps the most im- 
portant act of the Parlianlentary Fronde, a sort of 
charter in ,vhich a large number of the claims nlade 
by the Chamber of St. Louis \vere conceded. For a 
time the Court returned to Paris, ,vhere the Parle. 
1llf1lt ,vas far too intent on securing the fulfilment of 
the promises made by the Declaration to appreciate 
the fact that on October 24th the memorable Treaties 
of \Vestphalia \vere signed-a signal tribute to the 
skill and success of Mazarin's foreign policy. Only 
by means of extensive bribery and by \vorking on 
Condé's contempt for the 1loblesse of the go\vn had 
Mazarin succeeded in keeping Orleans and Condé 
faithful to the cause o
 the Court. But the intrigues 
of De Retz and the violent and aggressive policy of 
the younger members of the Parle11Zent rendered ,var 
inevitable unless the Queen \vas prepared to consent 
to a considerable curtailment of the royal po\ver. 
But Anne had no intention ,vhatever of allo\ving her 
son's heritage to be shorn of any portion of its rights. 
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She had only agreed to the Declaration of October 
22d on the assurance of I\Iazarin that she could vio- 
late it \vhenevcr she chose. Alanned no\v at the ap- 
pcarance of numerous .llfa.c-al'Ï1zades-personal at- 
tacks on the minister, \\'hich, as he pointed out, re- 
sembled those \vhich preceded the fall of Strafford, 
-she allo\,'ed herself to be persuaded by Orleans and 
l\Iazarin, and agreed to leave Paris secretly and to 
prepare for open hostilities. Condé, with the eye of 
a great captain, had \vished to keep the King and 
the Court in Paris, and had devised a plan \vorthy of 
the great Napoleon for destroying the barricades and 
clearing the streets by means of artillery. But the 
counsels of those \vho advocated the reduction of the 
city by fatnine prevailed, and flight ,vas decided upon. 
The young Louis, no\v tcn years olù, \yas to have 
a practical illustration of the inconvenience resulting 
from the rebellious conduct of the Par/cII/cut. On 
January 5, 16 49, the flight froin the Palais Royal 
took place. Berringhen, the King's first Equerry, 
had prepared the carriage, \vhich stood ready at the 
Palais Royal garden. \Vith Louis and his brothe.r 
the Duke of Anjou, and accotnpanicd by Villcroi, 
Villequier, Guitaut, Comlninges, and one lady-in- 
\vaiting, Anne escaped at 3 A. 1\1. on a ,vinter Inorn- 
ing to Saint -Germain. Arrived there the hardships 
began. The Château Vieux had little or no furni- 
ture ; thcre \vere no beds. For five days the Parisians 
refused to aIlo\v the royal luggage to leave the city. 
At the Château Neuf, \vhere l\10nsieur had his apart- 
ments, matters \vere altnost "'orse, and" Mademoi- 
selle" has left an amusing account of the hardships 
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\vhich she experienced. The inconveniences inci- 
dent to this condition of affairs in mid\vinter, in an un- 
furnished house, Inade an ilnpression on the Inind of 
the youthful King \vhich ,vas never eradicated. 
For three lnonths, from January 6 to April I, 1649] 
the civil \var continued. That it lasted so long ,vas 
ùue to the treachery of many of the Princes, \vho 
joined the ParlClIlellt, to troubles in Normandy, and 
to the treason of Turenne, \vho threatened to ad- 
vance to the aid of Paris at the head of his large 
army. Condé, too, found that a force of 15,000 \vas 
insufficient to invest Paris, \vhilc the determination 
of the citizens to defend the ramparts was an unex- 
pected obstacle to success. Eventually divisions 
among the Frondeurs, scarcity of food in Paris, the 
failure of the Fronde forces, dislike of the intrigues 
of Spain, and the death of Charles I-an event 
which shocked the moderate party in the ParleJJlcllt, 
-and general \veariness of the \var felt by Court, 
Par/eJllcnt, and Bourgeoisie, led tu the treaty of 
R.ueil, April 1St. The treaty of Rueil, received \vith 
enthusiasm by the Bourgeoisie in Paris, \vhere a 
solem 11 T e Ðeutn ,vas chanted and a display of firc- 
\vorks took place, proved to bc only a truce. 
The restrictions on the royal powcr ,vere so exces- 
sive that it ,\Tas hnpossible for the Court party to rc- 
gard the tenns of the treaty as valid for any length 
of tinle. And, Inoreover, a large nUlnber of the 
Frondeurs never ceased insulting the Queen and 
l\Iazarin in their patnphlets. These attacks re- 
doubled in vigour after the failure of the French 
arms to capture Carn brai in ] uly. 
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For many Inonths the return of the Court to Paris 
,vas postponed, the Queen preferring the q uict of 
Compiègne to the insults of the Frondeurs. At last 
on August 18, 1649, the Court definiteJy returned to 
the capital. In the entry to Paris the young King 
played a considerable part. The royal carriage ,vas 
received \vith great pomp by the municipal author- 
ities half ,yay bet\veen Paris and Saint-Denis, and 
there, on bended knee, the city dignitaries asserted 
thcir loyalty to the J(ing. Then they escorted 
Louis on horseback to the Palais Royal, the plain of 
Saint - Denis being covered with triulnphal arches, 
and the people stirred up to great enthusiasm. 
Some days later, on August 25th, the King \vent 
with considerable pon1 p to celebrate the festival of 
Saint - Denis at the principal Jesuit Church. This 
time the cortège surrounding the King included the 
élite of the nobility \vith their horses Jnagnificently 
caparisoned. All along the rou te the King ,vas 
received ,vith extravagant deinonstrations of popular 
reJoIcIng. 
But in the Iniòst of these n1anifestations of the 
popular joy there ,vere signs of the approach of a 
storm, \vhich assumed proportions far more serious 
than those of thc late lllovement. Kno\vn as the 
N e\v Fronde, this fresh development of hostility to 
the government was distinguished by its contelnpt 
for all reform, its insolence to\vards the bourgcoi.; 
magistracy and the open selfishness of its aÏtns. 
I This N c\v .J:rondejIl ustrat ed 
 ell the in fl uenc e of 
'yomen in po litics in France; it amply demonstrated 
the political incapaci ty of the nobles; itJ ust ifi ed the 
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policy of Richelieu and l\Iazarin. l\Ioreover, the 
conduct of the nobles during the N e\v Fronde l11ade 
an ineffaceable itnpression upon the Inind of I...ouis, 
and led to the adoption by hiln of a policy justifiable 
at the tilne, but fatal to th
 nobles as a class, a 
policy destined to Inake still ,,"ider that cleavage 
behvecn classes \\rhich n
ore than any other sin- 
gle circumstance ,vas ans\verable for the French 
Revolution. 
Dehveen August 18, 1649, and the declaration of 
his majority in Septelnber, 165 I, the young IZing 
passed through a stonny period of his career. Both 
Paris and the provinces rebelled, and a general risin
 
all over the country ,vas ,vith difficulty prevented. 
I'his internal comn10tion ,vas disastrous to the con- 
duct of the ,var against Spain, and the Spaniards 
eagerly seized the oppurtunity ùf taking the offen- 
sive and invading France. The first sign of trouble 
(an1e frOll1 Condé. I-Ie ,vas very powerful, beingsup- 
".ported by the nobles and princes of thc FrontIc; he 
Was very jealous of Mazarin; he \vas exceedingly 
an1bitious. But his cruelty, his pride, and his arro- 
gance had destroyed that popularity ,vhich Rocroi 
and Lens had brought him. Dissatisfied ,,,ith the 
recognition of his services, Condé detennined to 

cize the reins of government, and to break ,vith 
l\Iazarin. The position of the Court ,vas 1110st un- 

nviablc. 1\lazarin, universally unpopular, ,vas daily 
subject, at the hands of Condé, to insults \vhich 
reflected on the royal authority. The treasury ,vas 
Ctnpty, sOlne of the Cou rt je\vels '\'ere in paWlJ, antI 
the royal table ,vas but ill su pplied ,vith provisions. 
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But Condé pldyed into the hands uf l\lazarin. He 
quarrelled \vith the lloblcssc, he \vas insolent to the 
Queen, and by the end of the year he had so alien- 
ated all sections in Paris that Mazarin felt strong 
enough to strike a blo\v at the once populdr general. 
On ] anuary 18,2&50 Co ndé ,vas s uddenly arrested 
anJ ilnprisoned at Vinccnnes. \Vith hÏ1n were 
seized Conti and Longueville. "They have taken," 
said the Duke of Orleans, "the lion, the Inonkey, 
and the fox." 
Paris made no tnovelncnt in favour of the prison- 
ers, but in the provinces Condé's influence ,vas great. 
The ddnger from Nonnandy, Burgundy, and Guienne 
,vas peculiarly pressing, and it In ust ah\'ays be 
remernbered that at this tilTIC Turenne, cOlTImitting 
the one great fd111t of his life, hdd decided, at the 
instigation of the Duchess of Longueville, to oppose 
the Court, and held Stenai-a fortress in a In05t illl- 
purtant position-for Spain. But Mazarin's coup (i' 
eta! 'vas at first attended ,vith conspicuous success. 
ToN onnandy the young IZing \yas taken by the 
cardinal in the hope that the royal presence there 
1l1ight do sOlnething to counteract the intrigues of 
such 'VOlnen as l\1adalne de Longueville anù l\laJallle 
de Chevreuse, \vho could in his O\Vl1 ,,'ords ovcrthro\v 
tcn states. Successful in securing the sublnission of 
K ormandy, the Court proceeded to Burgundy in 
1\larch, and the siege of Bellcgarde \vas undertaken. 
The presence of Louis aroused the greatest enthu- 
siasm alnong both the besiegers and besieged, and the 
place capitulated on April I I the But though N or- 
Inandy and Burgundy had been quieted, Guienne 
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remained a serious danger, and in July it \vas found 
necessary to take the King to Bordeaux. The royal 
presence in the south, ho\vcvcr, had not the effect de- 
sired. Bordeaux, already the focus of a \videspread rc- 
bellion, refused to admit Louis and declared strongly 
for Condé. On September 5th the royal forces under 
La Meilleraye definitely began the siege of the to\vn, 
and at the end of the month an agreement \vas come 
to, the inhabitants receiving a fresh alnnesty. Maza- 
rin's moderation \vas caused by his increasing diffi- 
culties in the north-east. The Spaniards in alliance 
\vith Turenne had invaded France and at the end of 
j\'ugust had advanced \vithin ten leagues of Paris. 
The doubtful attitude of Orlcans and the continual 
intrigues of De Rctz aided in making the position of 
the Court very insecure. To allay the political dis- 
content the three Princes \vcre rClnoved on N ovem- c 
ber 16th froln Paris to I-Iavre, and on Decernber 13th 
the courage and dash of the royal troops defeated 
Turenne at the battlc of R.cthel, and the N e\v Fronde 
\vas overthro\vn. 
But this victory did not strengthen the position of 
lVlazarin. The east of France relnained in the hands 
of the foc; the l\linister could not possibly stand un- 
less he ,vas supported by Condé or Orleans, for his 
Inany 
nemies \vere reunited to secure his ruin. 
Directly after Rethel he ,vas vigorously attacked by 
De Retz and the Par/en/cnt, aided and abctted by the 
po\verful Anne of Gonzaga, thc Princess Palatine, and 
the other partisans of Condé ; and Orleans after Inuch 
wavering thre\v hilnself into the opposition. The 
alliance of Orleans \vith the Frondeurs Inarked a new 
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c ombinati on of thE t\VO Frondes and determined 
l\Iazarin, \vho \vas probably taken by surprise, to retire 
into voluntary exile. He recognised that the delnand 
for his overthrow united.flU parti
 The coalition 
against hiln ,vould during his absence break up into 
its former discordant elelnents. On February 4th, 
165 I, he left Paris for Saint-Gennain, and on the 9th 
the Parle7Jlellt of Paris decreed that ,vithin fifteen 
days he must leave the kingdom. 
The Queen-l\iother and the young King \vere in a 
helpless and isolated position. The city \vas under 
arms and a close \vatch ,vas set on the movements of 
the Court. 
On l\ia
arin 's rctirelnent from Paris the Qucen- 
l\Iother, like Louis XV!., determined to escape \vith 
the King. Rumours of this intention got about and 
at once a scene \vas enacted \vhich resembles SOlne of 
the incidents of the French Revolution. De Retz 
sounded the alarm and Dc Souchcs ,vas sent to the 
Palais Royal. He forced his \vay into the King's 
bedroom and found Louis in bed. He \vas in fact d 
prisoner, and on February the loth the Queen-l\Iother 
signed an order for the release of the Princes. On 
Fcbruary 13th Mazarin himself set free the Princes, 
\vho \"ere received three days later in Paris \vith the 
utn10st enthusiasln. Excited by the fall of l\Iazarin 
the populace forgot that thirteen mon ths earlier they 
had been equally pleased at Condé's itnprisontncnt. 
But though the plotters ,vere apparently success- 
ful and had itnposed their tenns on the Queen, their 
position \vas far froln strong. Henceforward Louis 
hated Condé \vi th a vindictive hatred. Already 
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master of himself he had indeed ,. caressed 
IonsieuT 
Ie Prince" on his first appearance at Court after his 
iU1prisonlnent. l
or the Inoment Condé \'"as all PO\v- 
erful. But as l\1azarin then at Brühl had foreseen, 
discord soon arose alTIOng the parties \vho COI11posed 
the Fronde and \vithin six Inonth5 Condé ,vas at ,var 
\vith the Inen \vho no\v supported him. A certain 
nUInber of the nobles desired the 5ulnmoning of the 
States-General. The Parle1Jlcnt of Paris, anxious to 
secure political po\ver for itself, was strongly opposed 
to such a proposal. Though Anne consented that 
the States-General should l11eet on Septe111ber the 
Sth, the day after the attainl11ent of the King's 1na- 
jority, Condé soon ceased to care about the States- 
General and attempted to 111ake a close alliance \vith 
.l\nne. 
But his arrogance and rashness destroyed his 
chance. lIe ,,-as l110st insolent to Louis; he 'vas the 
dupe of un\vorthy counsellors. He intrigued against 
Beaufort; he quarrelled \vith De Retz. f-lis relations 
\vith Orleans becalne strained. 
Intrigues and general discord thus fined the first 
half of 1651, the Queen quietly \vaiting for the cele- 
bration of the King's Inajority. By August feeling 
strong enough to definitely oppose Condé, she boldly 
appealed to Retz to aid her. .f\lnid scencs of turbu- 
lence the l110nth of August closed, all moderate 111en 
looking fonvard to the restoration of order, even 
under the once hated l\Iazarin. 
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T nine o'clock on the morning of 
Septen1ber 7th the procession 
left the Palais Royal, and n1et 
with a magnificent reception 
from the cro\\Td which thronged 
the streets. Every ,vindo\v "'as 
occupied; an10ng the specta- 
tors of the brilliant scene being 
J Ienrietta of England, then a 
hapless exile in France; ,,,hile 
the imlnense concourse of people \vere \vith difficulty 
restrained by the troops \vho lined the ,vhole of the 
route from the Palais Royal to Notre Dalne. The 
appearance of Louis XIV. ,vas the signal for a great 
ovation. I-lis youth, his Inanly looks, and his 
courtesy ll1ade an excellent iInpression, and the 
multitude to \vhom the King \\'as the personification 
of the unity and the po,yer of France testified by 
45 
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their shouts of joy the hope that the days of civil 
disorder had passed a\vay. After hearing l\Iass at 
the Sainte Chapelle, Louis proceeded to the Grande 
Chambre \vhere his majority \vas formal1y declared 
\vith the accustolned ceremonies. The King signified 
his intention of governing himself; the Chancellor 
made a long harangue on the policy about to be pur- 
sued by Louis; and after a discourse by the First 
President of the Parle1l1ent, Anne of Austria, in a 
fc\v simple ,vords, resigned the po\vers \\'hich she- 
had ,yielded for nine years. The King, after thanking 
her, received homage from all present. Omer 1'alon 
then delivered a long oration \\'hich ,,'earied hi:-; 
hearers, and shortly afterwards the CerelTIOny came 
to an end, and the procession returned to the 1!alais 
J{oyal. Fire,,'orks and a general ill umination con- 
cludcd the day's proceedings. rIhe self-possession 
of Louis and his dignified behaviour during the cere- 
Jnony had created a most favourable impression. He 
behaved, it \vas said, like a man of four and twenty. 
That he already possessed considerable firmness \\'as 
sho\vn the next day, ,vhen he constituted a ne,v 
ministry in direct opposition to the ,,,,ishcs of the 
Duke of Orleans. Louis also began to hold his court 
at the Palais Royal, as he did for some fifty years, 
\vith that regularity and dignity \vhich so strongly 
marks all that he did. The \vords attributed to 
- - 

Iazarin, that the King had in him the making of 
Jnany kings and of one honest man, seemed on the 
day "hen he attained his majority fully justified. 
Already he had sho\vn a kno\vledge of men very un- 
usual in one so young. For Louis, 'who had ex- 
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pericnccJ the ùra\vbacks uf in1prisonlllcnt in his own 
palace, and \\rho had been exposed to frequPr't 
insults at the hands of the alnbitious Princes during 
the Fronde period, had been taught the lesson of 
discernn1ent in the bitter school of adversity. More- 
over during the ensuing t\VO years, the King's ex- 
perience of the character of the French nobility 
,,'as to be further strengthened. His responsibilities 
Inay be said to date froln the proclaInation of his 
Inajority. For Condé still hoping to overthro,v the 
Ministry thre\v hiInself into rebellion. 
The struggle ,vhich ensued, though serious enough, 
differed in many points fro 111 the earlier Fronùe 
moveInent. All opposition to the govenunent had 
no\v become rebellion against the King's person. In 
this ne\v civil \\Tar the n1inisters had the advantage 
of using the royal authority as a lever against the 
rebels. It ,vas, ho\vever, a critical period in the his- 
tory of France. Spain, not yet sank into decrepi- 
tude, \vas ahnost openly supported by the EInperor, 
,vhile Lorraine ,vas a constant danger to the French 
governInent. The outbreak of hostilities gave the 
Spaniards an opportunity of making inroads into 
France, and CroIn\vell an adInirable excuse for haIn- 
pering a Court \vhich he had every reason to suppose, 
,vould support the young Charles II. Had the 
ministers been freed from the Spanish \Var, and from 
all fcar of English intervention, Condé's rebellion 
\vould have been easily and quickly crushed. As it 
,vas, one army had to be sent to oppose the Spanianls 
in Chan1pagne, \vhile another under Harcourt op- 
posed the far-reaching schemes of Condé, \vho had 
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been receiveù in almùst regal state in Bordeaux and 
generally \vith enthusiaSlTI throughout Guienne. Thus 
occupied \vith defending 11'rance against open foes, 
the government ,vere unable to deal \vith the inter- 
nal divisions of the country. l\lazarin \vas almost 
universally hated, the party of the great nobles 
anxious for civil ,yar ,vas ready for open rebellion 
unùer Condé and Orleans. l\Iany to\\rns \yere dis- 
:lffectecl, and the ladies of the Fronde \\rere using all 
their influence on the side of faction. 
But though l\lazarin \vas still in exile the govern- 
ment proved successful. I-Iarcourt defeated Condé 
in the south. and Cron1\\rcll refused to support all 
obviously lost cause; e\'en the })u ke of Lorraine 
held his hand. 
In January, IGS2, l\Iazarin, in deference to an ex- 
press order from Louis, joined the Court at Poitiers, 
and Turenne, öisliking the lawless selfishness of Cond? 
and his supporters, at the same time thrc\v in his lot 
\vith the royal cause. T'he next six Inonths proved 
to be the critical period in the civil \\
ar, and 1'urenne's 
:ldnlirable generalship proved decisive in the crisis. 
1 Ie saved the King from certain capture by his vic- 
tory at J argeau (l\larch, 1652), \\'hile his prudence and 
presence of lì1ind and tactical skill prevented Condé 
from gathering any advantage from a slight success 
secured at Bleneau in April. In 1\1ay Turenne cut 
to pieces at Etampes an anny of Spanish mercenaries 
introduced into Iirance by Condé, and by skilfully 
averting a junction bet\veen the Prince and the 
Duke of Lorraine, he undoubtedly saved the Court 
from extreme peril; a \veek later he occupied Saint 
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Denis. Paris in the Ineantime had been in a state of 
anarchy and chaos. The Parle1Jzent had sho\vn itself 
utterly incapable of preserving order, and \vas de- 
servedly despised; the nobles \vere denounced, and 
the citizens saw in the triulnph of the royal cause 
the only hope for peace and good governlnent. 
The dregs of the populace on \VhOlTI Condé and 
the Princes relied became each day more violent, and 
by their conduct ensured the success of the King. 
Insurrections in ] une \vere folIo\ved by the flight of 
the Presidents of the Parle1Jlent, and Mazarin and 
Turenne then decided to strike a blovv at the failing 
cause of the Prince. On July the 2nd Condé \vas 
defeated in the Faubourg Saint-Antoine and only 
saved froln ilnmediate overthro\v by the cannon 
of the Bastille. Turenne had been unwilling to 
begin the contest till the royal artillery had arrived. 
But against his right judgment he \vas persuaded, 
by the Court and Louis impatiently anxious to \vit- 
ness the destruction of Condé, to adopt a \\Tong line of 
action. At the critical mOlnent \vhen the royal artiI.. 
lery had come up, and all \vas ready for the decisive 
effort, Mademoiselle had the gates of Paris opened, 
and Condé and his forces being safe, she turned the 
guns of the Bastille on the royal anny. Louis XIV. 
never forgave her for this insult. Thus the Battle of 
Saint-Antoine was virtually a defeat of the King, and 
for a fe\v months more Paris \vas to remain in the 
hands of the party of anarchy and treason. 
But the end of the Fronde Inovement \vas at hand. 
No sooner had Turenne retired than the mob, in.. 
cited by the Princes and by a large number of dis. 
... 
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guised soldiers, set fiie to the I--Iôtel de Ville, ,vhere 
the city Assembly sat, and killed several of the 
councillors. This Inassacre of the Hôtel de \Tille 
\vas the death-blo\v to the cause of the Princes. 
Condé had no anny, no Inoral authority; he ,vas in 
alliance ,vilh the Inob, and he \vas opposed by all 
moderate men. 
His violent acts only strengthened the royal cause. 
The Par/Clnenl \vas sUInlnoncd to Pontoise and pre- 
sided over by lVlolé; it secured the adhesion of more 
of its members each day. Though it deluanded c:lnd 
obtained the retirelnent of lVlazarin to Bouillon, the 
support of the Par/ellletz! far ou t\veighed the incon- 
veniences caused to the royal party by the temporary 
exile of l\lazarin. The conciliatory policy of the 
Court soon made itself felt. The reaction in Paris 
gre\v stronger day by day, and in Septetnber the 
royal party among the bourgeoisie and clergy in Paris, 
taking advantage of Condé's illness, and fully alive 
to the disasters brought upon France by the civil 
,var, sent a deputation headed by Rctz to Com- 
piègne and begged Louis to return to Paris. The 
conduct of the Princes had becolne so unsupportable 
to men of all classes, \vhether clergy, la\vyers, mer- 
chants, or artisans, that the declaration of the King 
dated September 17th, in \vhich the citizens of Paris 
were exhorted " to ann and deliver themselves froln 
this odious tyrd.nny," ,vas received with acclamation. 
Chavigny died on October 4th; Condé fled from 
Paris on the 13th, and ,vas made General-in-chief of 
the forces of Spain. It ,vas arranged that Louis,. 
who was at Saint- Genllain. should enter Paris on 
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THE LOUVRE AND THE TUILERIES. 
(From an old print, and reproduced in Philippson's 
Vas Zeitalrer Ludwigs XIV.) 
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October 2 1st, that he should reside at the Louvre, hi5 
brother at the Tuileries, and Henrietta Maria, Queen 
uf England, at the Palais Royal. About Inid-day on 
the 21st the King escorted by a 
mal1 anny under 
Turenne, set out froin Saint - Gennain. All along 
his route he \vas received ,vith the \vildest enthusi- 
aSIn. In the young King Inen saw the personification 
of ord
r, peace, an d pr<2-sperity. Never had a 1110narch 
such a reception. Already an itnposing figure, he 
entered I\lris on horseback by the light of torches 
and accolnpanied by Charles II. and many Princes, 
Du kes, and l\Iarshals. \Vhen he reached the R lie 
Saint - I-Ionoré the excitement rcached its height. 
Not on1y the streets and the ,vindo\vs, bu t even the 
roofs \vere cro\\-ded ,\"ith enthusiastic spectators, and 
so arrIÎd the extravagant joy of the Parisians the 
King passed on to the Louvre which he had chosen 
as his future re
idence on the ground, says l\ladame 
de l\Iotteville, that ordinary houses \vithout any de- 
fences \vere not suitable in such tiines. Eu t Paris 
caused Louis little further anxiety. Orleans with 
Beaufort and Chabot-l{ohan retired quietly into 
the country; Châteauneuf soon follo\ved them; 
:\lademoiselle of Orleans, together \vith the Duch- 
esses of l\tJontbazon and Chatillol1, ,vas cOinpelled 
to leave Paris. And in December Retz ,vas arrested 
and ilnprisoned in Vincennes. 
One of Louis' first acts had been to check aU 
'possible opposition from the Parte1llellt. The day 
after his arrival in Paris a Lz"t-de- Justice ,vas held at 
the Louvre, and the Partenlent was forbidden to take 
any part in the affairs of state, or to interfere ,vith 
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the public finances. It \vas to have no political in- 
fluence in the future, but \vas to confine itself to its 
legal functions. To impress upon the la\vyers the 
delcnnination which underlay these edicts, Broussel 
and nine other InCInbcrs of the ParleJJu'Jlt shared the 
fate of Beaufort and Rohan and ,vere banished. 
On the 26th of October, Louis sent a letter to 
lVlazarin pointing out that there was no reason why 
he should be any longer deprived of the \vise coun- 
sels of his Ininistcr, and expressing a hope that 
l\Iazarin ,vould at once return to the capital. It 
,vas not, ho,vever, till the beginning of the next year 
that J\Iazarin actually set out to resume his duties as 
the King.s Prime l\Iinisler.- During the interval the 
administration had enough on its hands in quelling 
the last efforts of the adherents of the :Fronde in the 
provinces, and in Inaking head against the Spaniards. 
The year 1652 ,vas a disastrous one for the I
"'rench 
arms. Picardy and all the country round Paris 
,vere ravaged, and Gravelines ,vas taken in May. In 
SeptcInber a severe blo,v ,vas inflicted on France, 
for Dunkirk ,vas compelled to surrender to the 
Spanish troops. In Italy and Catalonia the French 
suffered similar reverses. Casale, so famous for its 
capture by H.ichelieu, ,vas lost in October, and in the 
saIne Inonth the whole of Catalonia had becolne 
again an integral portion of the Spanish monarchy. 
To relnedy these losses, Mazarin, \vith the aid of 
Turenne, had already begun to act on the defensive 
on the eastern frontier, and it was arranged to begin 
the ne\v year \vith vigorous measures. In order to 
obtain the necessary supplies, Louis, on December 
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31 st, helli another Lit-dt'- Jllst ice and con} pelled the 
unwilling Par/ell/cnt to agree to his delllands. 
In the part he played in carrying out ,vhat 
amounted to a revolution, Louis sho\ved an amount 
of presence of mind, in1perturbability, and indeed 
discrilllination, \vhich astonished his contemporaries. 
::Vlazarin is supposed to have taught the King the 
precept that he ,vho cannot practise dissimulation, 
does not kno\v ho\v to govern. In the history of the 
arrest of Retz, Louis sho\ved that he had mastered 
that lesson. \Vhen Retz visited the Louvre on 
December 19th, he \vas received ,vith affability by 
the King, ,vho at once rene\vecl the orders for his 
arrest and retired to hear Mass ,vith the utmost 
calmness. 
At the beginning of 1653 the Fronde movement 
,vas over except in Provence, Burgundy, Saintonge, 
and especially in Guienne, ,,,here it still smouldered 
on. Condé ,vas endeavouring to revive I-I uguenot dis- 
loyalty in La H.ochelle, and encouraged the citizen" 
to aim at securing republican institutions. Bordeaux 
was, ho\vever, the centre of disaffection, and though 
the party of order had been strengthened by the pacifi- 
cation of Paris, Bordeaux still occasioned the govern- 
ment some uneasiness o\ving to the rise of a radical 
party, known as the Orl1zée, among the lo\ver orders. 
Like the J acobins of later days its leaders numbered 
among their ranks a lawyer and a butcher; it hung 
out the red flag- and perpetrated numerous atrocities. 
Unlike the J acobins the in"urrectionists appealed to 
England for aid. Deserted by Condé, failing to get 
any help from Crom\vell, and divided in its o\vn 
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ranks, the Orlllét: cuuld not hope to tnake a success- 
ful resistance to the royal forces under the Dukes of 
Vendôme and Candale. On ] uly 3 I st the tenns of 
peace ,vere accepted by the citizens of Bordeaux, 
and the Fronde ,vas finally over. 
In this ,york of stamping out the last embers of 
disaffection in the provinces, l\1azarin had played a 
leading part. On February 3d he had returned, be- 
ing met some distance from Paris by the J{ing and a 
nurnber of the courtiers. Till his death he governed 
France \vith the full concurrence of the young IZing, 
and to the great advantage of the country. A finn 
and \vise hand \\'as indeed required. Order had to 
be restored and the finances reorganised; the \var 
\vith Sp;lin dernanded vigorous treattnent and care- 
ful supervision. It \vas of the UÌJllost importance 
to secure the alliance of England. In all these 
matters he sho\\-ed promptness and resource. La 
Vieu\'ille, the Superintendent of the Finances had 
died on January 2nd. On February 7th l\lazarin 
appointed Servien and Nicholas Fouquet, \vho had 
been useful in contributing to the overthro\v of 
the I
ronde in Paris, to hold the post jointly. 
Mazarin had appreciated the value of the latter's 
services and his enterprising schemes; he also had 
gauged his character, and kne\v his love of intrigue, 
and perhaps his untrust\vorthiness. In 1653 Maza- 
tin had put an end to the J';ronde in the provinces. 
and dispersed the remaining discontented Princes. 
For the next six years his efforts ,vere directed to 
expelling the Spaniards froln Chalnpagne, and to 
checking their influence in ltaly and Catalonia. 
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Further he ail11cd at recovering the Inaritil11C places 
lost to Spain during the late internal troubles, and 
finally he hoped to in1pose on the Spanish I(ing 
rigorous terms of peace and so to complete the 
\vork of H.ichelieu. It was not till 1659 that his 
policy ,vas in great part carried out. No sooner 
had the troubles in the south of France been ap- 
peased than he definitely began to com bat Spain. 
In 1654 Turenne, aided by the skilful diplomacy 
of the Cardinal, drove the Spaniards out of Cham- 
pagne, and in 1655 invaded Hainault and encalnped 
,vithin the enemy's territory. 
These years, important as they are in the his- 
tory of France, are of great interest in the biography 
of the King. For it "ras in 1653 that he had his first 
real experience of ,varfare. Up to this period he 
had never passed n10re than a fe\v days in camp. 
But no,v he ,vas nearly fifteen years old, and in 
vie,v of the dangerous crisis through \vhich France 
,vas passing, Mazarin rightly thought that not only 
,vould l.
ouis derive considerable advantage from 
seeing Inilitary operations conducted by Turenne, 
but that the presence of the King in cal11p ,vould 
have a l110st beneficial effect upon the troops. In 
fact from 1653 Mazarin himself took the greatest 
pains \vith Louis' education. He pointed out the 
importance of a close application to business, and 
impressed on him the necessity of ruling by him- 
self, ,vhile using the advice of his generals and 
t11in ist ers . Froln l\1azarin, too, Louis learnt the art 
of choosing good instruments; he learnt also the 
advisability, when once his plans had been carefully 
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thought out, of prudently choosing favourable occa- 
sions for boldly executing theIne Perseverance COln- 
blned with a certain elasticity in his methods \\ras, 
he 
as taught, the true \vay to arrive at the end in 
Vle\v. 
Louis remained throughout his life ignorant so far 

s the ordinary kno\vledge of letters \vas concerned. 
His judgInent of men \yas, as a rule, sound. His 
intellectual development never proceeded far; but in 
his acquaintance \vith those l11atters \vhich \vere 
necessary at that titne for a successful king, Louis 
soon became proficient. 
The campaign of 1653 \vas one of the highest inter. 
est. Spain and her allies ,,'ere su perior to France in 
fighting strength, and Condé had resolved to march on 
Paris. But Turenne, by a series of brilliant operations, 
and aided by the discord among the allies, baffled 
Condé and saved Paris. In July, 1653, Louis joined 
Turenne's army. He ,vas received \vith enthusiasm 
by the troops, sa\v some fighting, \\'as present at 
councils of war, and remained in camp for about ten 
days. In the autumn Mazarin, hearing of conspiracies 
emanating from the north-east frontier, took the 
King with hil11 to Amiens, and placed the govern- 
ment of that important town in the hands of the 
,veIl tried Guy de Bar, \vhose devotion to the royal 
cause had been thoroughly tested. FraIn Amiens 
he and the King proceeded to Soissons and then to 
Laon, \vhere it was resolved, in spite of the custom 
of retiring into ,vinter quarters in October, to besiege 
Sainte-lVlenehould. I t was not till N oven1ber 27th 
after the besiegers had suffered Inuch CraIn the rain, 
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snow, and frost, that Louis took possession of the 
to'Vll. Though the tide of Spanish success ,vas 
checked at the close of 1653, the position of France 
in Europe \\Tas still most critical. She \vas far from 
having recovered the position which she enjoyed at 
the time of the peace of 'vVestphalia. 
The Emperor Ferdinand III. had secured the 
election of his son Ferdinand as King of the Ro- 
mans, and a strong coalition bet,veen Austria, Spain, 
the Duke of Lorraine and Condé seemed likely to 
C0I11e about, follo\ved by a determined effort to 
conquer Alsace, Brisach, and Phillipsbourg. Good 
fortune and the mistakes of her foes came, ho\vever, 
to the assistance of France. rrhe Spaniards in occu- 
pying the Bishopric of Liège \vhich belonged to 
Cologne gave Mazarin an opportunity of interfering 
on behalf of Fürstenburg the j-\rchbishop, and the 
prestige of the French name in Gennany \vag restored 
to such an extent that \vhen the young Ferdinand 
died in 1654 lVlazarin thought of bringing forward 
the name of l..ouis XIV. as a candidate for the Im- 
perial throne. 
The good fortune of 1653 did not fail the minister 
in 1654. Early in the year the Spaniards arrested 
the Duke of Lorraine and sent him to Spain; in 
lYlay, by clever intrigues, Mazarin circumvented Har- 
court the traitorous governor of Alsace, and by the 
Treaty of Bâle secured Rrisach, Alsace, and Phillips- 
bourg. So firmly ,vas the royal po,ver established in 
France and \vith it lVlazarin's own position, that not 
only" all the great nobles "'ere eager to Inarry the 
Cardinal's nieces," but it ,vas considered practicable 
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tu hdVC Louis cruwned at }{heinls. rrhc corunation 
cereIllony, which took place on June 7, 1654, bore 
many traces of its origin in the days of Charles the 
Great and ,,'as performed \vith all the necessary 
adjuncts. No sooner \vas the coronation over than 
L,ouis joined the anny besieging Stenai in Lorraine, 
,vhile Condé and the Archduke Leopold \vere besieg- 
ing the great fortress of Arras, the ancient capital 
of Burgundian Artois, defended by Jean de Schu- 
lemberg, Comte de l\Iontdejeu. Extraordinary 
efforts "rere made by the Spaniards to capture \vhat 
had been one of the gen1s of the monarchy, and 
thousands of peasants aided their already consider- 
able army. 1\1azarin no doubt acted \visely in again 
introducing Louis to military life. I-lis presence in- 
spirited the troops, and, l11oreover, the experience of 
\varfare gave him manly tastes, though it Jnay have 
tended to produce later a sOlnewhat dangerous love 
of military glory. Success again attended the King 
in this calnpaign, Stenai \vas captured by I-Iocquin- 
court, Arras \vas relieved in spite of Condé's brilliant 
efforts to drive back Turenne's force, and the north- 
ern frontier \vas safe. Turenne finished the year by 
taking Quesnoi and Binche, and after a conference 
in October \\"ith Mazarin and the King at Guise it 
,vas resolved to send the Marshal de la Ferté to be- 
siege Clennont, \vhich fell on November 22nd. The 
relief of Arras ,vas a serious blo\v to Spain and Inay 
be regarded as the turning-point in the \\rar. From 
thi" time the power of France began to revive ,,,ith 
extraordinary rapidity. The armies of Spain soon 
ceased to be a Inatch for those of France. Spain 
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was a dcclining, France a rising powcr. Louis \vas 
no\v really a King and was looked upon as the em- 
bodiment of an ancient, po\verful monarchy. 
})uring the ,vinter of 1654-5, the Court ,vas the 
scene of festivities. The King loved dancing and 
took a leading part in the ballets ,vhich ,vere then 
very popular. Fêtes and carnivals n1ade men forget 
the l11iseries of the Fronde period. But the financial 
difficulties remained a dreary heritage of the civil 
\vars, and Mazarin again found that it required all 
the authority associated \\,ith the person of the King 
to overCOl11e the resistance of the Parl('uteJl! to edicts 
enforcing ne\v taxation. A Lit-de-Justice ,vas held 
on 1\larch 20, IG55, at ,vhich Louis ,vas present 
surrounùed \vith all the trappings of royalty. In 
spite of a speech from the hl\vyer Bignon testifying 
to the Inisery of the people, the Chancellor Seguier 
got the edict registered. But the next day the tllem- 
bers of the C/la1Jlbres des }!.'llquÍ'les, \vhich consisted 
Inostly of the younger and Inore turbulent spirits 
aInong the Parle'llzt'11!, in contravention to the royal 
order of October 22nd, 1652, forbidding all interfer- 
ence on the part of the Parll'IJlellt in political Inatters 
and in the administration of the finance, criti- 
cised the edicts and resolved to continue to do so. 
The situation recalled the early days of the Fronde. 
I t seemed not ilnprobable that the scenes of 1648 
\vould be repeated. The crisis \vas serious. Louis 
XIV., ho\vever, sho\ved himself capable of dealing 
with the Parliamentary opposition. He ,vas at the 
time hunting in the \\roods round Vincennes. A 
\rery pretty legend has grO\Vll up in which Louis is 
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rcprcsenteò as arriving before the unitcò l
lrlc1Jlcllt 
cane in hand and in hunting costume, and making 
use of the famous expression, "L'État, c'est 1I10i." 
The truth is that, realising early in April the serious- 
ness of the situation, Louis on. April 13th, in his 
every-day dress, suddenly burst in upon the aston- 
ished Parlelllcllt and upbraided the members for 
their conduct. "Each of you," he said, "know,; 
ho\v your assemblies stirred up troubles in tHY state. 
I have learnt that you intend to continuc these 
l11eetings. I an1 COIne here expressly to 
forbid the continuation of them." On the comple- 
tion of his short address the J(ing, \vithout hearing 
a \vord in reply, ,vent to the Louvre and thence to 
Vincennes. Though the Parl{'Jllellt protested, l\laza- 
rin, by the aid of Turenne, by clever management, 
and by bribery, averted any outbreak. 
The King's determination astonished all \\'ho kne\v 
hin1-a detérmination which he continued to sho\v 
during the campaign of 1655. The French took 
Landrecies, and tnarched through part of the Spanish 
Netherlands. " The King," ,vrote Ma7arin on July 
3 1st, " is indefatigable, and he has n1arched all along 
with the army after having been fifteen 
hours on horseback, he is not tired." During this 
campaign provisions ran short, but Louis bore all 
his privations most good-huInouredly. The capture 
of Stenai the previous year had developed in him a 
love of siege \varfare, ,vhich increased as he gre\\T 
older. He \vas no\v delighted at invading the ene- 
my's counhy, and in anticipation of future invasions 
,vas very desirous of pushing on to Brussels. This 
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military pronlenade across the Belgian provinces 
made uudou btedly a great impression on the young 
King's tnind, \vhile it proved the superiority of the 
French anns over those of their Spanish rivals. It 
\vas only after long argu1nent that l\Iazarin \vas able 
to persuade I
ouis-burning to remain \vith the army 
and to \vitness fresh successes-to stay behind \vith 
him at Quesnoi, \vhile the }"rench marshals pushed 
on. But lVlazarin \vas \vell a\vare of the excellent 
effect produced on the anny by Louis' arrival at the 
frontier. At Quesnoi then the King remained for a 
time, his presence there being keenly appreciated by 
his tnarshals and their men. After the to\vn of Conde 
had been taken it \vas thought that the King could 
safely join the army then besieging Saint-Guillain. 
On August 22nd, to the great delight of Louis, 
Turenne arrived \vith three thousand horse, and 
escorted the I(ing to the catnp, \vhich \vas, according 
to Turenne's usual custonl, very carefully defended. 
On August 26th, Louis had the satisfaction of seeing 
the capitulation of Saint-Guillain, and after riding 
\vell-nigh up to 1\10115, he retired on August 27th 
fro111 the camp, and joined his mother and the Court 
at I..a Fère, \vhence they all Inoved to Chantilly and 
later to Paris. The return of the King fr01n the 
anny ,vas a matter of great satisfaction to the Court, 
\vho \vere bored to distraction by the quiet life at 
l..a l
"'èrc. At l>aris all the festivities of the previous 
\vinter \vere repeated, and a grand ball \vas given- 
notable from the attentions paid by Louis to 
Olympe Mancini, one of Mazarin's nieces \vho Inar- 
ried later the Comte de Soissons. There seelns little 
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doubt that the atnbitious Countess hoped through 
her influence over Louis to govern France. But 
l\lazarin's systeln of education saved Louis froIn an 
effen1inate life. He had acquired a taste for Inartial 
exercises, he had thoroughly realised the dignity of 
his position, and he had acquired a certain elevation 
of soul, \vhich enabled him at this time to steer 
safely through the shoals of Court life. 
The last five years of his minority \vere not 
\vithout their special dangers to the young King. 
In the first place, Louis ran SOlne risk froIn his in- 
fatuation for OIYlnpc l\1ancini in 1655, and for her 
sister, 1\J arie Mancini, in 1659. During these years 
he had two tnore or less serious illnesses in 1655 and 
in 1658. In October, 1655, \vhilc l\Iazarill \vas busy 
fortifying the towns latcly taken on the frontier, 
Louis fell ill at Fontainebleau. After a lnonth's 
sickness, \vhich gave l\lazarin SOlnc uneasiness, Louis 
recovered, and in DeceInber visited Peronne and 
I-Iam, and by his presence strengthened the royal 
authority in these to\vns. The year 1655 \\'as in 
many \vays itnportant. 
The Lorraine anny declared for France, the canl- 
paign in Flanders had been successful, and though 
in Catalonia and Italy success and failu re \verc 
equalJy balanced, Mazarin's preparations, diplolnatic, 
Inilitary, and naval, augurcd success in the HCelr 
future. The year 1655, too, tnarked an epoch in the 
history of charitable institutions in Paris. Vincent 
de Paul brought into notice the condition of the 
Parisian poor, and by state aid the General Hospital 
\vas founded. Important religious developments 
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,verc taking place, Port Royal ,vas becoming cele- 
brated, and in 1656 Bossuet began to deliver his 
famous sennons. '[he end of the Fronde had been 
follo,ved by a religious re-a\vakening. But France 
could not turn to internal development as long as 
she ,vas burdened with a foreign \var, as long as her 
north-eastern frontier 'vas not safe. It \vas neces- 
sary to bring the ,var to an ilnmediate conclusion. 
The Spaniards had been driven from Champagne 
in 1654, and in 1655 French troops had entered 
Hainault, and encamped in the eneiny's territory. 
It ,vas now absolutely necessary to retake Gravc- 
lines, 1\'Iardyck, and Dunkirk. To effect the capture 
of these maritime to\vns the assistance of the Dutch 
or English fleet ,vas necessary. The death of the 
Stadtholder in 1650 destroyed any chance of assist- 
ance froin the Dutch, and froin 1651 l\Iazarin en- 
deavoured to secure an English alliance. At the 
end of 1652 the English Republic \vas officially 
recognised by the French Governlnent, anJ Antoine 
de Bordeaux was sent to London as the French 
representative, and in 1654 received the title of 
French Ainbassador. 
Hut three years passed before J\lazarin succcedcù. 
Crom\vell wished to be head of all the Protestants 
of Europe. Mazarin's objects were entirely political. 
A cOInlnercial treaty-the treaty of \Vestminster- 
\vhich \vas at last agreed to in November, 1655, 
paved the way to the ß10re important political alli- 
ance. The treaty of \Vestminster ,vas, ho,vever, re- 
ceived ,vith enthusiasm in France. Its conclusion 
was made the occasion for fêtes in \vhich the King 
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took a prominent part-though all the supporters of 
the exiled Stuarts \vere furious \vith Mazarin for 
allying \vith Crotn\velI. After a vain atten1pt to 
negotiate a peace \vith Spain hostilities \vere re- 
sutned. In June Turenne ,vith La Ferté laid siege 
to Valenciennes. It \vas to the south-east at the 
highest point of the rising ground that years later 
" Louis XIV., in front of Williatn 111., and on horse- 
back at the head of his troops under arms halted, 
held a council of ""ar, and finally gave up the hope 
of victory, not owing to personal fear, but that 
the King \vas not to be exposed to the risk of a 
defeat. And beyond, to\vards the \vest is 
Denain \vhere Villars, turning to account 
\vith admirable readiness the tnistake of a great 
captain, pierced the lines of Prince Eugène and 
saved France ,vhen exhausted." 
Don John of Austria and Condé, ho\vever, routed 
La Fcrté's division, and Turenne made a masterly 
retreat to Quesnoi. The progress of the French 
anTIS \vas for the ITIOment checked, and the Span- 
iards gained several successes, retaking Condé and 
Saint-Guillain. As usual at the outbreak of hostili- 
ties Louis ,vas very anxious to join Turenne and the 
army, but l\Iazarin, who expected a pitched battle, 
\vith difficulty prevailed on him to remain "Tith the 
Court for a tilne until Tt.renne had inflicted a serious 
blo\v on the enetny by the capture of La Capelle, 
one of the strong places of Picardy, ip.. Septernber, 
1656. 1'hen neither lYlazarin nor the generals could 
keep Louis a\vay froln the army, and \vith Turenne's 
troops Louis repeated the protnenade of 1655 and 
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ad vanc
d in to the Spanish N eth
rlallds. But such 
prornenades availed little. The refusal of the Span- 
iards to negotiate a treaty, follo\ved by their suc- 
cesses on the frontier, had encouraged the En1peror 
to dra\v closer his relations \yith Spain and to openly 
break the treaty of \Vestphalia by sending assistance 
to the Spaniards. A close alliance \vith England "'as 
Inore than ever necessary, and at length, after long 
negotiations and the exercise of much diplomacy on 
the part of J\fazarin, the treaty of Paris "'as l11ade 
1\'larch 23, 1657. Crom\vell \vas to aid the I;-rench 
with six thousand soldiers. Dunkirk, J\'Iardyck, and 
Gravelines \vere to be captured, and the two former 
\vere to be handeù over to England. In l\lay the 
English troops arrived, and Louis proceeded to 
Montreuil to revie\v them. IIis position ,vas each 
day becon1ing stronger. In August of the previous 
year Gaston of Orleans had been allo\ved to visit 
him, anù their reconciliation had done much to de- 
stroy the hopes of the discontented. 1\Iadame 1\10nt- 
pensier had follo\ved her father's example early in 
IG57, and even Beaufort \vas reconciled ,vith 
l\1:azarin. Condé and De Retz alone remained hos- 
tile. The \vinter of 1656-7 had as usual brought in 
its train nUlnerous fêtes and balls, varied \vith hunting 
expeditions from Vincennes. It sa\v the marriage of 
Olympe Mancini to the Count of Soissons, the son 
of Prince Savoy, and ,vitnessed the strange conduct 
of Christina, ex-Queen of Sweden, \vho spent a 
portion of the year 1656-7 in France. In spite of 
the death of l\Idzarin' s sister, 1\1 adaIl1e l\lancini, and 
that of his niece, the Duchess of l\1ercæur, the 
5 
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Court galctl
s proceeded \vith little jllt
rruption. 
I n these festivities the IZing took the lead, danced 
in the ballet entitled L' A 1I101lr JI a/ade, conceivell 
a deep affection for one of the maids-of-honour, 
l\lademoiselle de la Motte d'Argencour, and seemed 
likely to be influenced by a cabal of young men ,,,ho 
called themselves Les Endorulis. IVlazarin, ever 
\vatchful, descended suddenly on Les Elldor1Jtis. 
'[hey and their leader Marsillac, son of the I)uke de la 
Rochcfoucauld, \vere scattered, and IVlademoiselle de 
la l\Iotte d'Argencour \vas sent a\vay from the Court. 
l\-1azarin could not allo\v his influence. over the IZing 
to be Ïtl1paired or even endangered. 1'hese Court 
. intrigues \vere broken in upon by the Treaty of Paris 
, '\vith Cromwell and by Louis' \vish to revie\\' the 
English troops. 1 I e \
'as astonished and pleased \yith 
the appearance and excellent discipline of the 1ron- 
sides. fIe ,vas present later at the siege of 1\lont- 
n1cdi, in LUXetl1burg, \vhere the young .French noble" 
excited by the presence of the King perfonned pro- 
digies <?f valour, and the place fell on August 4 th . 
So far the catl1paign had not been very successful. 
The Spaniards had seized Saint-Guillain in IVlarch, 
and Condé by a brilliant feat of arms had compelled 
Turenne, ,vho ,vas taken by surprise, to raise the 
siege of Cambrai in June. \tVith the fall of Mont. 
medi fortune began to smile on the French cause. 
Turenne took in rapid succession Saint Venant in 
.l\rtois, and La Motte-aux-Bois, a neighbouring strong- 
hold, and on September 30th, in conjunction with 
the English, the siege of the maritime to\\'I1S ,vas 
seriously begun. l\1årdyck fell in October and \vas 



1658] First Exþerienct's oj TFar and Politics. 67 


handed over to England, and preparations \verc Inade 
for the siege of Dunkirk in the follo\ving year. 
I.-ouis himself \\YClS not present at the siege of Mar- 
dyck. The greater part of September and October 
had been spent by him and Mazarin at Metz. The 
Enlperor Ferdinand III. had died on April 1st, after 
aiding the Spaniards against the French in contra- 
vention of the l'reatyof Westphalia. 'To hamper 
the po\ver of the Imperial House while the struggle 
cantin lIcd between France and Spain became, there- 
fore, one of the principal objects of Mazarin's policy. 
lIe incited Crom\\Tell and Charles against the Court 
of Vienn3, he sent an embassy into Germany to op- 
pose the candidature of Leopold, Ferdinand's son, 
and he and Louis proceeded to Metz to influence 
and support the German Electors. It ,vas an ad. 
mirable opportunity for the l\linister to give Louis a 
lesson in foreign policy and IVlazarin did not let the 
occasion slip. I Ie laid before him the general state 
of Europe and explained the objects of the foreign 
policy of each Po\ver, and their several relations to 
France. Though Louis ,vas put forward as a candi. 
date for the Il11perial throne his candidature was 
not considered as serious. 
In July, 1658, Leopold ,vas elected Emperor, but 
through l\Ia7.arin's influence his hands ,,-ere so tied 
that he could not use the Spaniards against the 
French, and, moreover, in August the League of the 
khine 
 definit.ely 
 rnled , and Fr3nce concluded 
defensive alliances for the preservation of the treaty 
of \Vestphalia. ;;weden, Bavaria, the I{hin
 Electors, 
qnd Bruns\vick sided \vith the French King, \vho 
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thus, by isolating the Netherlands, had struck a 
blo\v not only at the po\\.er of the Emperor, but also 
at the Spanish monarchy. As under Richelieu and 
Mazarin, so no\v under I....ouis XIV., France posed 
as the defender of the independence of the German 
Princes, Inenaced by the House of Austria. IDv.as 

 only \vhen Louis in later years, leaving this policy of ) 
moderation, \vished not only to extend the influence 
but also the possessions of France in the direction 
of Germany and began his Reunion policy, that the 
Empire s\vung round and supported the Emperór 
against the French monarchy. 
\Vhile the League of the Rhine paralysed the 
efforts of the Court of Vienna to aid Spain, the 
rene,val of the English alliance, follo\\Ted by the 
battle of the Dunes and the capture of Dunkirk, 
destroyed all chance of any Spanish success and 
compelled Philip to demand peace. 
On March 28, 1658, the alliance \vith England ".as 
formally rene\ved and the siege of Dunkirk began. 
Louis ,vas as anxious as ever to take part in \varlike 
operations, and \vished to be present at the siege. 
The Court moved to Calais, but Mazarin and the 
Queen 'would only permit him to go as far as 1\1ar- 
dyck. 1\1azarin, indeed, ,vas strongly opposed even to 
this step. He told the King plainly that provisions 
\vere scarce, and that the Court only rendered the 
lot of the soldier harder. Mazarin \vas right. The 
,vater at Mardyck ,yas bad, the heat ,vas excessi\'e. 
and the dead of the preceding year had often been 
only half buried. But Louis cared nothing for these 
considerations. He ,vas on horseback all day, seeing 
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everything, giving orders for putting l\rIardyck in a 
thoroughly defensible position, and generally sho\v- 
ing great intelligence as ,veIl as activity. 
On June 14th the Spaniards fought and lost the 
famous battl e of the Dunes-a decisive battle as it 
turned out. The King and Queen \vere overjoyed, 
and the former ,vas only with considerable difficulty 
prevented from visiting the calnp if only for a day. 
On June 23d Dunkirk capitulated, and on the 25th 
Louis, after having ,vitnessed the garrison Inarching 
out, entered the to\vn accompanied by his guards, 
his principal officers, and all the Court. In accord- 
ance ,vith the ternlS of the treaty, Dunkirk \vas to be 
handed over to the English. But Louis could not 
conceal his chagrin at seeing a French to\vn in the 
hands of his hereditary foes. He refused to accept 
the hospitality of Lockhart, and declined to stay a 
night in the to\Vl1. Cruel necessity had inflicted a 
hard hlo\v on French patriotis111, and one of Louis' 
first acts after the death of l\Iazarin was to recover 
Dunkirk. Personally he paid dearly for his energy 
during the SUlnmer of 1658. He ,vas tw'enty years 
olù, his constitution ,vas good. But he had gone 
beyond the IÌ1nits of prudence. His health suffered 
through over-fatigue during the great heat of J unc. 
J-Ie \vas so anxiolls to \vitness the capture of Bergues 
and to accompany the arn1Y to Furnes, that for 
sevcral days he concealed his indisposition. At 
length on ] une 30th he confessed to lVlazarin that he 
felt un\vell, but insisted on staying at Mardyck. It 
,vas only ,vhen Mazarin thrcatened to send for his 
lTIother that I
ouis un\villingly agreed to return to 
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Calais. " You cannot itnaginc," \vrote 1\Idzarin, u the 
difficulty I have hdd to n1ake hit11 go." 
It \vas evident at the beginning of July that Louis 
\vas suffering frotn a severe attack of fever. On July 
7 th t \VO doctors arrived froln Paris in addition to 
the four already in attendance. On July 8th the 
l{ing's life ,vas in danger, but from that day 
he gradually became better. On July 22d he \vas 
\vell enough to be Inoved froln Calais, and July 26th 
he arrived at Compiègne. During his illness hos- 
tilities continued, and on August 27th Gravelines 
,vas taken and Turenne continued his conquests in 
Flanders. Success, too, attended the French army 
in Italy. and Mazarin's hopes of d speedy peace 
seell1ed likely of fulfilment. The Spaniards, defeated 
in Flanders and in danger in Italy, had just been 
defeated by the Portuguese near Elvas. 
1Iazarin \vas delennined to force Philip to den1and 
peace and to offer the Infdllta in Inarriage to Louis. 
He therefore arranged an intervie\v at Lyons \vith 
the Duchess of Savoy in order to negotiate a Inar- 
riage bet\vcen her daughter, l\Iargaret of Savoy, and 
Louis XIV. 
On October 
6th thc Court left for l..yons and 
arrived there on N ovetnber 24th. It ,vas on this 
journey that Louis' attachlnent for l\larie l\Iancini 
,vas first noticed. I ler gricf during the King's illness 
\vas Inost dClnonstrative, and Louis ,vas deeply 
touched by it. Froin that tilne dates his affection 
for l\Iarie \vhich caused l\lazarin so Inuch anxiety. 
The journey to Lyons had the result anticipated by 
that J)1inister. Though the Duchess of Savoy and h
.1. 
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daughter \vere received by Luuis and the Court \vith 
great cerc1110ny, the proceedings had no reality about 
them. I)I1ilip IV. had dctenl1ined to detnand peace 
and to offer the hand of the Infanta. The Inarriage 
of Louis XIV. to Margaret of Savoy or to Marie 

J ancini \vould have been a fatal blo\v to the hopes 
of l\nne of Austria and to the policy of lVlazarin. 
For years past the Queen-Mother had looked for- 
\vard to the re-establishnlent of hanl1onious relations 
bet\veen her native country and France. Even 
during the darkest period of the ,,'ar she had never 
lost hupe. .r\s early as 165 I, according to Madal11C 
tIc l\Iotteville, she had in her o\vn Inind fixed on the 
Infanta as thc future bride of Louis XIV. That 
l\Iarie Thérèse eventually becdmc Queen of France 
,vas due in great 111CaSUrc to thc unceasing efforts of 
.r\nne of .l-\ustria. 
In Lionne, \vho had been sent tu Spain in 1656 to 
try anJ arrd.nge the basis of a treaty, she found an 
active supporter of her vie\vs, and to Lianne l11ust 
belong no little of the credit of bringing abuut the 
celebrated l11arriagc alliancc. But for a tinlc such an 
event seel11ed out of the question. The close con- 
nection existing Detvlcen the Cuurts of Spain and 
Austria rendered it unlikely that the prcsulnpti\'c 
heircss of thc Spanish Elnpire ,,'oldd be allo\ved to 
take her Inagnificent prospects to the I-Iouse of Bour- 
bon, especially as long as thc Spaniards had any 
chance of cotning out of the \var as victors. 
But towards the enù of 1658 the situation \vas 
greatly modified. rrhe alliance bet\veen l\Iazarin 
and Crom,vell had had instantaneous effects and the 
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Spanish cau
e had suffered check after check. The 
League of the Rhine had been fonned under the 
auspices of France and a fresh blo\v inflicted upon 
the influence of the Eln peror in Germany. l\ioreover 
there ,vas apparently no chance of any fresh Fronde 
troubles ,vhich Inight again fonn a useful diversion. 
The birth of a brother on Novelnber 28, 1657, and 
the expected birth of another infant, rendered 
l\Iarie Thérèse's chances of ever securing the Span- 
ish Elnpire improbable. Her Inarriage therefore 
,vith I.ouis XIV. did not in 1658 seem likely to have 
the dangerous results anticipated in 1656. 
In order to force the hand of the Spaniards and to 
bring Philip to a decision, l\Iazarin had opened the 
negotiations for the marriage of Louis to the Princess 
of Savoy. l\nne of .L-\ustria ,vas in despair, though 
she pretended to be resigned to the prospect of 
having a Savoyard daughtcr-in-Ia\\". But the policy 
of l\Iazarin ,,'as successful. j\ Spanish envoy, 
PÏ1nental, Inet the French Court at Lyons, ,vith 
offers for peace and a marriage alliance. The Duch- 
ess of Savoy and her daughter "'ent hOlne in Deceln- 
ber and serious conferences ,vere opened at Montargis 
and Paris bet\veen Mazarin and Pilnental in Feb- 
ruary, 1659. A suspension of arn1S "'as agreed 
upon in l\1ay, 1659, and the final negotiations took 
place later in the year. During the autulnn the 
passion of Louis for l\Iarie l\lancini rcached its 
height. And the episode has attracted Inore atten- 
tion perhaps than it \\'as ,\'orth o\ving to the dClnon- 
strative conduct of the young Italian girl and thc 
obstinacy of the TZing-. l\larie had \varked herself 
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up into a state of fury at the idea of Louis Inarrying 
"a ""Olnan as ugly as l\Iargaret of Savoy." After 
the negotiations \vith Savoy had been broken off, she 
undoubtedly hoped to bring to a sinlilar conclusion 
the negotiation for Louis' Inarriage \\'ith the Infanta. 
.ì\Iazarin \vas as strongly opposed to the idea of a 
Inarridgc bet\veen the King and his niece as \vas the 
Queen-Mother herself. The King was resolved, it 
is said, to marry l\Iarie. l\1adellloisellc de lViontpen- 
sier relates ho\v he thre\v hilTIself on his knees before 
l\Iazarin and his Inother and begged to be allo\ved 
to do as he \vished. \Vithout the least hesitation 
l\Iazarin detennined to retnovc the object of Louis' 
affections, and Marie on June 21st had to depart to 
Brouagc. He then set out for Saint- J ean-de-Luz, 
\vhere he arrived on July 2gth. On the journey he 
\vrote to Louis urging hitn not to allow himself to be 
tnastered by every passion, but tu be a great King, 
dnd in a later lcttcr he conjured hitn in the nalne of 
glory, honour, and God's service to act \viscly in thi
 
lnatter. For SOlne \veeks, ho\vever, I.,ouis, backed up 
by a slnall Court clique, persisted in carrying on his 
suit and in corresponding \vith J\Iaric. Mazarin 
therefore \vrote severallnore letters to the J{ing c.lnd 
the Queen-l\lother, in all of \\'hich insisting vehc- 
Incntly on the dalnage \\rhich a Inarriage \vith l\Iarie 
\vould inflict on Francc. 
On August 13th I.,ouis S
l\V her, out froln that tilne 
his passion cahned, and he entercd \\'ith interest into 
the negotiation for his lnarriagc ,vi th the Infanta. It 
,vas not till N ovcrnbcr 7th that the peace of the 
Pyrenees \vas finally signed and 1\iazarin's life-,,'ork 
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\vas completed. France gained all Artois, except Aire 
and St. Orner, }{oussillon and Cerdagne, Gravelines, 
\vith several places in Flanders, and portions of I-Iai- 
nault and Luxemburg. Though the Duke of Lor- 
raine ,vas to be reinstated, the fortifications of 
Nancy \\"cre to be destroyed. Several places \vere 
to be ceded to France and French troops ,,"ere 
to be pennitted to march through the duchy. This 
tredty not only insured the preponderance of France 
in Europe, but it prepared the \vay for her dOlTIina- 
tion in Europe under Louis XIV. But the peace of 
the Pyrenees ,vas only part of the general pacifica- 
tion of Europe. A great northern ,var had been 
raging for sonle years, intensified by the alnbitioll 
and conquests of Charles X. of S,vcden. 1 n Feb- 
ruary, 1658, the tTIediation of France and England 
had brought about the treaty of Roskild bet,veen 
Sweden and De1l1TIark, but ,\Tar broke out again the 
same year, and Charles X. spoke of annihilating Den- 
Inark and even of pillaging R,olne. During the. nc- 
gotiations ,vhich led to the treaty of the Pyrences, 
:i\Iazarin discussed the affairs of the north, and as 
soon as the treaty ,vas signed intervened ener- 
getically. It is difficult to see ho\v the northern ,val' 
\vould have ended, had not the death of Charles X. 
in February, 1660, silnplificd the situation. In 
l\Iarch, 1660, under the tTIcdiation of England, 
France, and the U l1ited Provinces, the treaty of 
Copenhagen "Tas signed bet\veen S\vedcn and Dcn- 
Inark, and in l\1ay of the Sdll1e year the influence of 
Mazarin \vas again conspicuously shown in bringing 
ahout the conclusion of the treaty of OlhTa between 
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Poland and Brandenburg. In the pacification of the 
North the traditions of French policy \\"ere preserved. 
S\'veden, the ally of France, continued to hold her 
ancient superiority in the Baltic, and lVlazarin had 
the glory of having done 111uch to secure the peace 
of Europe in both the North and the South. 
]4'roln Saint-J ean-de-l..uz Mazarin proceeded to 
Toulouse to join the Court (November 21st). The 
early Inonths of 1660 ,vere spent in a tour through 
Languedoc and Provence. It ,vas desirable that 
Louis should be acquainted ,,,ith the south of France; 
his presence there ,vas also ilnperatively den1anded 
for political reasons. 
Provence had never thoroughly shaken itself free 
from its Fronde leanings, and the old municipal spirit 
of independence \vas strong in the cities. T oulon 
had ,\-ith difficulty been brought to obedience; 
l\Iarseilles still ,vas in a disturbed state. The 
presence of the King ,voldd do Inuch to pacify 
the turbulent province. For Inany years, too, the 
French navy had been neglected, and one of the 
principal objects of Louis' visit to Toulon ,vas to 
superintend measures for the Ì1nprovcment uf the 
navy, for the overthro,v of the pirates ,\-ho s\vanned 
in the Ï\'Iediterranean, and for the encouragement 
of COlnlnerce in the Levant. 
Luuis arrived at Aix on January 17, 1660. There 
the Prince of Condé visited hin1 and ,vas reconciled. 
It \vas at Aix too that Louis received the ratifica- 
tion of the treaty of the Pyrenees-an event cele- 
brated on February 3d by a solelnn Te Deuln. After 
visiting Inany interesting places in Provence, I ollis 
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proceeded to Toulon, and his visit undoubtedly 
gave a considerable irnpetus to the revival of the 
French Inarine. During the King's stay at Toulon, 
!\Iarseilles \vas punished by the Duke of l\1ercæur, 
and a citadel built to keep the population in order. 
After the return of the Court to Aix on March 
8th, Orange, which belonged to the House of Orange- 
Nassau, \vas compelled to recognise the royal 
suzerainty. 
Having pacified the southern provinces, Louis 
proceeded to Saint-] ean-de-Luz, passing through 
Avignon and Montpellier, Narbonne, Pcrpigllan, 
Toulouse, to Bayonne, ,vhere he arrived on l\lay 1st. 
1"\fter numerous conferences the marriage of I.ouis 
\vith the Infanta took place, the 111arriage ceretnony 
being perforn1ed by the Bishop of Palnpeluna on 
] une 7th and the Bishop of Bayonne on ] une 9th. 
The Court thcn returned slo\vly to Paris, the royal 
entry not taking place till August 26th, and then 
being celebrated in a Inost tnagnificcnt In an ner with 
dll the pornp \vhich the capital and Court could 
cOlnlnand. It 'vas frotn the balcony of the I-Iôtel 
d'AutTIont that l\Iadatne Scarron "in cotnpany ,vith 
the Qucen DO\\Tagcr, the Quecn of England, Princess 
Henrietta, and Cardinal l\Iazarin" \\'itnessed this 
t riulnphal entry into Paris of Louis and his Queen 
.:\Iarie Thérèse, and both Racine and La Fontaine 
tl1arked the occasion by respective prod uctions, the 
fanner ,vriting an ode entitled La Nj"11phe de fa 
Seil/c. The procession lasted through the long hours 
of a beautiful sun11ner's day, and l\1adalne Scan'on, 
who, t\ventr-four years later, \vas to he IVlarie Thé- 
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rèse's successor, declared in a h
tter to a friend that 
H nothing I or anyone could say could give you an 
idea of the magnificent spectacle; nothing could 
. " 
surpass It. 
The minority of Louis XIV. is a very important 
'period in his long reign. It is impossible to under- 
stand the policy of the great I(ing \vithout carefully 
appreciating the atmosphere in \vhich he passed his 
early years, and the varied circull1stances of his long 
minority. Brought up all1id the turbulent scenes 
of the l;ronde he learnt to estimate at its true value 
not only the fidelity of the fickle populace of Paris, 
but also the loyalty of a large portion of the unstable 
nobility. The influence of the Fronde struggle upon 
Louis' policy in later years \vas not \vholly beneficial. 
1\1uch of his impatience of any opposition, nluch of 
his intolerance to\vards those \vho held religious or 
political views different from his own, may be traced 
to the events of the years 1648-1653. SOll1ewhat 
naturally those events il11pressed him \vith a keen 
sense of the importance of unity. }'rance divided 
against itself had seeilled at one tilne likely to be 
the prey of the Spanish soldiery. As late as 16 59 
revolts in Normandy and Anjou, Poitou and Sologne, 
carne to justify Mazarin's \visdom in making the 
treaty of the Pyrenees; \vhile in 1660 it ,vas thought 
advisable that Louis should make a progress through 
Provence to allay the discontent and curb the inde- 
pendent spirit of the south of ]"i'rance. 
If there ,vas one lesson more likely than another 
to be engrained upon the mind of a young ruler in 
France in 1660 it \vas the necessity of unity. The 
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nobles \verc discredited, the ['arlt:lllolt of Paris had 
been unable to shake itself free frol11 its narro\v sur- 
roundings, the country was groaning under heavy 
taxation. 
1'he only hope for France seemed to be in the 
establisillnent of a paternal despotisl11 which should 
enforce peace on the ,varring factions \vithin the 
country, and ensure the return of prosperity by a 
firn1 foreign and a ,veIl regulated hOl11e policy. 
1"0 repeat the common remark that l\fa7.arin 
neglected I
ouis' education is sin1ply to repeat what 
is absolutely untrue. That Louis ,vas not ,yell read, 
that he had no literary tastes, that as far as literary 
accomplislullents \\Tent he '\"as ignorant, is perfectly 
true. Hut ,vas it no education to be Croln the year 
1653 constantly ,vith the 1110st astute statesman in 
Europe, and continually to hear fall from his lip
 
remarks teelning \\'ith political wisdom? 
I .From his intercourse ,vith l\1a7.arin Louis learnt the 
advisability, \vhile profiting by the advice of his able 
Ininisters and generals, of keeping the direction of 
affairs in his o\vn hands. The necessity of prudence 
in making plans, and of perseverance and tact in 
carrying thelTI out, ,vas Ünpressed upon Louis during 
his minority \vith great assiduity by the minister. 
No little of Louis' skill in managing I11cn in later 
years ,vas due to the principles inculcated by Maza. 
rin. For France as she then ""as Mazarin could not 
have done better than to teach the King to love an 
active and energetic life, to be his own mal:)ter, and 
to govern \vith dignity and firmness. 
The Venetian ambassador in 1660 professed sur- 
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prisc at the dignity, grace, and alTability of the 
young King; but if Louis's finn treatment of the 
})arlfJJlfJlt of Paris at the Bcd of Justice in April, 
1655, is borne in mind there is no need for sur- 
prise \vhen \\'e find that he \vas quite prepared at 
the time of Mazarin's death to take up the 1Jzétz.er of 
a king. 
The turbulence, ,,'ant of patriotisln, and general 
disorder \vhich characterised a large portion of his 
early years had by 1661 stamped firmly upon Loui
' 
mind the advantages of governlnent by one. 
It is doubtful, ho\vever, if these conceptions of 
government, impressed upon him as they \\'ere, not 
only by his o\\"n experience, but also by l\Iazarin 
hiln<;elf, would have been thoroughly put into execu- 
tion had his character not developed in the right 
direction owing to the exigencies of the ,var \vith 
Spain. Louis "'as naturally susceptible to the 
temptations of a Court. lIe. ,vas ahvays liable to be 
dra\\'11 by" the silken threarl " of pleasure. During 
those important years of a man's life \vhen boyhood 
gives place to l11anhood, the enervating atmosphere 
of the Court and its surroundings ,vas constantly be- 
ing replaced by the bracing atlì10sphere of the camp. 
Ever since 1649 Louis had lived more or less an10ng 
his troops, and the enthusiasln created by his pres- 
ence justified Mazarin's policy. The victory of 
l{ethel in 1650 ,vas in part due to that enthusiasm. 
The influence of the ,var ,vith Spain upon Louis' 
character ,,'as thus highly beneficial. Saved CraIn 
effetninacy, he ne\
er yielded, to any serious extent, 
to the allurements and fascinations of Court life. 
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Blessed ,vith a good physique, he boylikc thrl;w hilll- 
self ,vith the utmost readiness into military life. 

Ia7.arin encouraged this taste, and, as \\ye have seen, 
had the greatest difficulty in checking Louis in his 
constant ,vish to be at the front. As it ,vas, he sa,v 
re31 \varfare as practised by Turenne, and he took 
part in sieges as ,veIl as in military progresses through 
the Spanish Netherlands. It '\'as his over-exertions 
during the call1paign against the Inaritime to,vn5 that 
brought on the one dangerous illness of his youth- 
ful days. 
The effect upon the army, and indeed upon a 
nation as susceptible as the French to military glory 
of having all10ng thell1 a young King anxious to 
take the lead in \varlike enterprises, cannot be over- 
estimated. H is military experiences during these 
years not only gave hiln a po\"erf111 hold upon his 
subjects, but aided him in conducting the numerous 
\vars in ,vhich France played so leading a part during 
the ensuing fifty years. 
l\iazarin rightly laid great stress upon this practi- 
cal side of the King's education. lIe ,\'as en- 
couraged to hunt and to dance. The \voods at 
Vincennes offered plenty of opportunities for the 
chase; the annual "'inter festivities of the Court 
resulted in Louis becoll1ing a very graceful and 
'\kilful dancer. 
By the time of l\lazarin's death Louis had 5ho\"n 
himself ,vorthy of all the care besto,ved upon him 
by the minister. He had borne \villingly the fatigues 
and privations of many campaigns; he had ahvays 
5ho,vn energy and vigour. 
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Hut 1\Iazarin ,vas not content ,vith ll1crely \\'atch- 
ing over the physical developl11ent of the young 
Kingo I-Ie ,vas equally careful to instruct hitn in 
dipiolnacy and in kno\vledge of foreign countrieso 
To the Spanish "Tar and the opportunities it offered 
for discussing foreign relations Louis o\ved much of 
his very considerable acquaintance \vith the practice 
and policy of the leading European po\vers. During 
his stay at Metz in 1657 he received, as \ve ha,'e 
seen, invaluable lessons from lVlazarin on this sub- 
ject, \vhich \vere supplenlented by the general advice 
given him by the minister \"hen on his death-bed. 
In J6 6I _M azarin cO'l ld tr uly sa y that he had not 
only given France peace and glory, but had also be- 
queathed to her a King capable of continuing and 
increasing her national prosperity. 
Louis' natural qualities, his seriousness, his dig- 
nity, his po,ver of application, his firmness, had all 
been ,vatched over and developed by the Cardinal 
who had also \visely accustomed him to the life of a 
soldier and had impressed upon him lessons in 
diplomacy and worldly \visdom. 
There \vas no sudden transformation on Mazarin's 
death. Louis silnply stepped into his minister's 
place. Hitherto Mazarin had ruled. N o\v the King 
ruled. Hitherto the country had been governed by 
a Prime Minister. After Mazarin's death Louis be- 
came his o\\'n Pritne Mi nist er. The saying, L'État, 
c'est 11l0z" marks accurately the character of his gov.. 
ernment from 1661. 
6 
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N the death of l\lazarin in 1661 
I.,ouis had already reigned 
eighteen years. He ,vas no\v 
in his t\venty-third year, and 
up to this time had been coo- 
tent to let the Cat dinal rule. 
Under the 7'égÙ/le of Mazarin 
and l\nne of Austria the King 
had been little more than a 
cipher to his subjects. Men 
"'ere no\v to realise that a ne,v epoch had been 
reached in the history of France, and that in the 
development in store for this country the personality 
of their sovereign \vould be an important factor. 
In appearance Louis, though adl11irably propor- 
tioned, ,vas slightly belo,v the l11iddle height. I-lis 
eyes \vere blue, his nOt;e long and ,veIl formed. His 
hair, \vhich ,vas remarkable for its abundance, ,vas 
82 
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allowed to fall over his shoulders. \Vith his halHl- 
some features and his serious-perhaps phlegmatic 
-expression he seetlled adn1irably fitted to play the 
part of a monarch. lIe had all the kingly gifts 
necessary for the rôle. He ,vas .Qig nified , r eserved , 
ca ltTI , and courteous. lVlajestic in person, his 111an- 
ners and carriage ,vere abo\Oe criticislTI. He ,vas a 
graceful dancer and an excellent horseman. His 

 ct even in the stnallest matters ,vas unerring, and 
his sense of propriety and order unusual in so young 
a Inall. He had cultivated ,vith considerable suc- 
cess the habit of 
lf-con!rol; he rarely laughed, and 
seldon1 gave "Tay to anger. His gravity of manner 
and habitual discretion impressed favourably those 
,vith ,vhom he came in contact. "H e ,vould have 
b een eve r V' inc h a kin g," Saint-Simon tells us, " <:yen 
if.Jle had been born under_the roof of a beggar/' 
and Bol i
lg broke , ,\rriting fro_ m per
nal observation, 
declared that, "if he ,vas not the greatest king he 
;as th ;- best act o-; of -majesty:-;t least
thãt ever 
-- ----- - 
filled a throne." 
He "ras, ho,vever, lacking in originality; there ,,,at; 
in hin1 no spark of genius. I-Ie loved details for 
their o,vn sake. 
Iattery of the m ost exaggerated.' 
kind 'vas ever ac cep tab l.f:..-lo him. Though the 
Jesuits had superintended his religious training he 
was in reality ignorant of the rudiments of Christi- 
anity, and his general ed ucation had been scandal- 
ously neglected o\ving to the incapacity of 'Tilleroi 
and Péréfixe. lIe remained ignorant all his life. 
Bolingbroke says he jested sometimes at his o,vn 
ignorance; on the other hand, Saint-Simon tells us 
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that on other occasions he spoke bitterly of his 
deficiencies. tIe certainly was inquisitive, and ,vrote 
to his agent COlnminges, ,vho ,vas in England in 
166 3, for a report on English men of letters. "l\1y 
intention is," he said, "to be informed of all that is 
best and exquisite in all countries and in all branches 
of kno\vledge, and to make the best of such infor- 
Ination for lny honour, and service, and glory." It 
follo,v ed naturally from his lac k of knowledge and 
limited intelligence, that 
e 
as often, though uE: 
con sci ous ly, guided by those \vho had stronger ,vi lls 
and m ore c ap able mind 
 H is confessors, ,vho \\'ere, 
as a rule, able and ,veIl cultivated men, shared, in 
turn with Colbert, Louvois, and Madame de Main- 
tenon, a po,verful influence over his actions. 
As long a
 Colbert lived, the influences brought 
to bear on Louis \\'ere on the \vhole beneficent, but 
to,vards the end of his reign Louis all ow ed himself 
to be guided at times by the judgment of Madame 
t
 . 1< t.", .de Maintenon, \vho herself ,va s influenced by certãin 
.C t
".s t

 P riests, ,, _ Those O p inions often lacked \visdom and 

I
tu.
 \ 
",It'" ,..,,
...J discerntnent. Freed from Colbert's advice, Louis 
f"I.O'...
 't\. I
 fwt: tended to promote to the highest offices of state 
"1'\, t. "....._...:,..'"'"c:. men often inca p able or untrust,vorthy. He ahvays 
· 
 # ar.
t 
"'t

 -.. f.
 disliked briiliance of intellect, and distrusted men of 
"o
h.....
 .... :'." distinguished abilities. Like \Valpole, he preferred 
· 1. .. to see around him mediocrity of talent, and hated 
.5.. c ..t.... (\.W' the assertion of individuality in any shape or form. 

t) \Vh 
n _Chami llard \vas allo \ved J:o rule at V ersaille
 
a
 V illeroi, TaBard, and Marsin were preferred to 
Ç atina t, V endôme, and \'illars, it ,vas evident th at 
Louis's successes in the early portion of his reign 
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\vere due in great measure to his good fortune in 
fin ding round him a number of able men, trained 
under Mazarin's régÙIlt'. It lnust, however, be remem- 
bered, in extenuation of Louis' later appointments, 
that he ,vas always led to believe that the genius of 
Colbert, Louvois, and Lionne ,vas but a reflection of 
his own, and that he \vas the moving spirit in all 
departments of government. Accordingly, \vhen a 
minister died, Louis, convinced that all his sub- 
ordinates \vere eq ual in talent and looked to him for 
the initiative, simply handed on the vacant office 
to a relative of its last occupant. \Vhat agg ravat 
d 
; th e faults engendere9- by Louis' bad education ,vas e, 
c"J 

p ride. This feature in his ch aracter rapidly be- 
came very prominent, and early developed into the 
'-Y orst f onn of arrogance. }t led hitn to consider 
þitnself o!..nnipotent and to delight in self-glorifica- 
tion. Through it he neglected the public good, and 
adopted a policy of lnere personal passion and am- 
bition. He imagined he had educated all his 111in- 
isters, and that France o\ved her European 
position, her victories by sea and land, and her 
diplolnatic triumphs entirely to his o,vn skill, 
foresight, and resolution. As he grew older, 
the fla,vs in his character, pardonable as they 
might be in his earlier years, degenerated into very 
serious faults. H is_ignoranc
 gr
int o sO lnething 
like stupidity, his firmness developed into obstinacy, 
his pride becatne lnere arrogance and selfishness. 
Hence he consiùered himself above S\Vorn contracts, 
hence he showed no regard for hlllnan life. fIe 
believed himself to be under the special care of 
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Providence, to be above all other men; to be a 
privileged King alnong kings. Caprice at tilnes 
seems to have dictated Inany of his actions. lIe 
becolnes lnore and tnore itnpatient of opposition, a.nd 
after the peace of Nitneguen he certainly for a tin1c 
laboured under the delusion that he ,vas permitted by 
God to undertake any schclnc no lnatter ho\v daring. 
1'he only justification for Louis is to be found(I) in his 
early education and surroundings,-cvcn at an early 
age it ,vas instilled in him that kings might do as 
they pleased; (2) in the attitude of the clergy, ,,"ho 
froin Bossuet do\vll,vards vied \vith each other in the 
Inost abject flattery uf the King; (3) in the atlnos- 
phere of the corrupt Court ,vhcre adulation of l.uuis 
gre\v into one might al1110st say idolatry. I-Ie ,vas 
assured that all his ,vars ,vere justifiable; the real 
condition of his kingdolTI ,vas never brought to his 
notice; he ,vas ahvays ignorant of the state of public 
opinion; he had no friend in ,vholn he could confide 
and from ,vho111 he could learn the truth. Ijke all 
despotic monarchs, he "'as liable to be influcnced by 
Court intrigues. T,vo of his ablest generals \vere the 
victitns of Court disfavour, and it ,vas only the stress 
of events thdt forced thcln into prol11incncc in thc 
Dutch anò Spanish Succession ,,'ars respcctively. 
I I is strength lay in his finn belicf in hil11seIf, in his 
conviction of the divine origin of royalty, in his ùc- 
tennindtion to be in reality a !Zing, in his cncrgy and 
honest desire to do his duty. Only a fc\v of those 
about him had any idea of his true character, of his 
sense of responsibility, of his resolve to carry out 
conscientiously the duties of kingship. He ,vas 



1651] 


Louis XfJ
 Rules. 


87 


kno\,-n to be fond of pleasure, to be tilllid, self-willed, 
and ignorant. The courtiers naturally looked for- 
\vard to the reign of an easy-going, perhaps of a lazy 
InOl1drch, to an age of fêtes; while the coun try hoped 
for a period of peace and prosperity after the late 
internal cOlnlnotions and foreign wars. 
But keen observers had already formeù a different 
opinion of the King's aitns and capacities. Le Tel- 
lier had noticed "the basis of severity and serious- 
ness \vith \vhich Louis knew ho\v to strengthen the 
ndtural kindliness of his nature," and Mazarin had 
declared that " he \vill set off later but \vill go further 
than all the others," and that he had in him "the 
making of four kings and of one good Inan." Before 
his death, l\Iazarin had moreover taught hin1 the 
duties of kingship and those rules of kingcraft to 
\vhich he attached great importance. I-I e had laid 
great stress upon the necessity of defending his 
CrO\Vll and country against internal factions and for- 
cign interference; he had induced hitn to be present 
at Incetings of the royal Council; in a \vord he did 
all in his po\ver to render Louis capable of taking 
the govenllnent into his own hands. And Louis 
fulfilled all the expectations of the Cardinal. I-Ie 
\vorkcd five hours a day till his death. "! gave Iny- 
self as a la\v," he himself says, "to ,york regularly 
t\vice a day for t\VO or three hours each tÎIne \vith 
various pcrsons,without speaking of the hours I spent 
\vorking by myself. There \vas no mOlnent \vhcn it ,vas 
n
t allo,ved to speak to me abou t business, if there 
\vas any urgency." "Those \vho believed," "Tote 
Lionne, "that our master \vOldd soon tire of busines
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were greatly tnistakcn; the further \ve go, the greater 
pleasure he takes in devoting hil11self entirely to it." 
The lessons of Mazarin had soon borne fruit and 
only confinned the previous detennination of the 
young King to rule absolutely and \vithout a Pritne 
l\Iinister. I-Ie hirnself tells us that he ahvays hated 
the idea of any limitation to his po,ver, and that from 
his infancy the names of king faÙléallt and mayors 
of the palace \vere very distasteful to him. The 
.events of the Fronde struggle had strengthened his 
resolution to make himself the real head of Itrance. 
I Ie never forgot the troubles of his tninority, and 
especially that January night in 1649, spent at Saint- 
Germain, \vhcn the n1elnbers of the Court had neither 
beds nor fires. Deeply ilnprcssed on his tnind, too, 
,vas the connection bet,vecn the J anscnists and the 
Fronde J11üVelllent. 1-I ence his consistent oppositiun 
to the Jansenist party. \J nder L.ouis XIV. then the 
absolute Inonarchy \vhich had been revived by IT enry 
IV. and organised by Richelieu "'as dcfinitely estab- 
lished. Not only ,vas the nlonarch absolute in fact., 
but a definite theory of absolutisln ,vas laid do\vn. 
The theory of the divine origin of kingship ,vas 
finnly held by Louis and generally accepted in 
l
"rance. In his Inemoirs Louis lays it do\\'n that 
kings are God's lieutenants, ans\verable to hiln alone. 
The IZing represents the nation, and all authority 
lies in the hands of the King. "L'état, c'cst moi " 
represents accurately l..ouis' conviction that in hiln 
\vere centered all the threads of internal government 
as \vell as of foreign policy, and that all Frenchmen 
\vere 111erely instnl1llents for carrying out his ,vishes. 
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He 'vas the embodiment of the po\ver and greatness 
of France. tIe ,vas convinced that a divine instinct 
\\Tould lead hitn to Jnake right decisions. An abso- 
lute unlimited Inonarchy \vas especially agreeable to 
Ç;od. 1'hus Louis' policy both at hOlne and abroad 
can be sho\vn to have a distinctly religious basis. 
I--lis ,vars of aggrandisement \vere excused on the 
ground that the victories of the French arms ,vould 
lead to the advance of religion. In his attacks on 
the Protestants, J ansenists, and Quietists, he ,vas 
In
ely carrying to its logical conclusion his theory 
of absolutistn. But he only arrived at a decision in 
religious matters after very careful consideration. 
Painfully and laboriously he catne to his conclusions. 
and unfortunately.n each case-in the revocation 
of the Edict of N antes, in the exile of Fénélon from 
the Court, in the detnolition of Po'ti. 
Royal, and in 
the introduction of the Bull U:
igenitus into the king- 
dOlTI-Louis Inatlc a \\Tong decision, and inflicted in 
rapid succession a series of severe blo\vs on the unity 
and prosperity of France. In his vie\v of the divine 
origin of the royal po\ver Louis \vas supported by . 
the Church. Bossuet's celebrated declaration of the;:
..r =
:J.t.... 
theory of divine right is ,veIl known. He asserted .... 
that kings \vere gods, that they carried on their bro\YsÞ.t . l. PI 
the statnp of divine authority, and that they had " .. 
d f 1 .. Tl ....t,.....l - 
to ren er an account 0 t letr actIons to no ITIan. 1e-' -- 
adoption of this theory of divine right. ,vhen joined 
to a consciousness of unlilnited po,ver, brought Louis 
to believe in his o\vn infallibility. 
On these principles then France ,vas governed for 
nearly a century and a half. There ,vas, ho\vever, a 
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striking difference bet\vecn the rcigns of Louis XIV. 
dnd his successors \"hich \vas \vell expressed by thc 
Jlaréchalc de Richclicu whcn he said that" under 
Louis XIV. one dared not speak, under Louis XV. 

sp ok e 10\v, under Louis XVI. ol1Dpoke loud
' 
I..ouis XIV. ,vas not content merely to accept the 
theory of absolutc powcr; he \vas resolved to be King 
in fact, and carried out his detennination during 
the ,vhole of his long reign. The first half of thc 
eighteenth century sa\v the govenuTIent of Iirance 
directed by t\vo prelates, Dubois and Fleury, ,vhile 
in the seventeenth century till 1661 Richelieu and 

Iazarin had controlled the destinies and aJlTIinis- 
tered the affairs of the country. Bet\vcen these t\VO 
periods, that is froln the death of l\Iazarin to the rise 
of Dubois, Louis governed by hilTISelf. Under hinl 
the absolute l110narchy bccalne definitely a distinct 
form of guvernlnent \vith its OWll institutions, organs, 
and agents responsible to the l{ing alone. .c\ll rival 
authorities and jurisdictions ,vcrc suppressed. The 
States-General ,verc never SUlTIlnOned. A govern- 
111Cnt of divine origin had no need to consult the 
people, and Louis hilnself tclls us in his mClnoirs that 
it is certain that the necessity of accepting the la\v 
{roln the people is the ,vorst calan1ity that can fall 
on a Inan of kingly rank. In his InelTIoirs tuo, 
he notes the rcsults of his 111eclitations upon Par!id- 
1l1entary govCrtllnent in England. " T1 !is subjection, 

vhich places the sovereign under a necessity to 
t:Çceivc the la\v froln h is people, is the ""orst evil 
,vhich cal
appen to d Inan in our position." And 
in another place he speaks of "the misery of those 
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\vho are abandoned to the indiscreet \vill of llJll:POPU- 
lace asscJ/lb//c." I..ouis could never understand the 
English governnlcnt by IZing and Parliament, and 
\vas ever urging the latcr Stuarts to establish a des- 
potisln after thc French 1Hode!. He \vas hill1self 
convinced that an absolute 1110narchy \vas no\v estab- 
lished for ever in France, and he certainly did his 
best to prevent his successor froln finding in exist- 
encc any authority \vhich did not o,,'c its origin or 
character to the King, or any constituted body \vhich 
\vandered " from the bounds of respect." 'fhe Rlr- 
1t.'J/IC/lt of Paris, \vhich in spite of Richelieu's severe 
edict of 1641 had during the 1
"rollde period Inade an 
attelnpt to set litnits to the royal pu,\'cr, ,,-as not 
likely to escape. The pages uf its registers contain- 
ing an account of its action during the late troubles 
,vere torn out, its political pu\vers ,vere taken a\vay, 
and in ló73 an edict appeared forbidding thc Parlc- 
IJlC llt to 1nake any rClnonstrance until the royal edict
 
,vere registered. Though destined in the eighteenth 
century to again play an ilnportant part in oppu- 
sition to the royal po\ver, the Parl{:lIlcllt of Paris ,vas 
cOlnpelled during the latter half of the seventeenth 
century to sublnit quietly to the despotic régz'lIle of 
I..ouis XIV. 
N or did the provincial Estates or the towns escapc. 
l
ichelieu had takcn advantdge uf the 'vant of uniun 
bct\veen the pruvinces, and had struck heavy blows 
at thcir independence. The Estates of Languedoc, 
Burgundy, and Brittany alone preserved any sell1- 
blance of their fanner influence, and these \yere COln- 
pelled, partly by corruption, partly by intinlidation, 
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to subtnit to the dictation of the central po\ver. 
From 16;2 to the Revolution the provincial Estates 
have practically no history. In that year Colbert 
crushed some signs of independence in Provence and 
imprisoned ten deputies. In 1673 silnilar scenes 
\vere enacted in Brittany. A royal edict 'vas suffi- 
cient to suppress ,vhat remained in France of the 
ancient municipal liberties. The task of securing the 
c0111plete obedience of the nobles ,vas equally easy. 
Louis had only to continue and develop the policy 
begun by Richelieu. Their po\vers in the provinces 
\vere jealously \vatched and limited, the Princes ,vere 
not placed at the head of the French armies, the 
privileges of the great officers ,vere closely curtailed. 
In 1662 the title of Colonel-General of the infantry 
,vas suppressed; and the po\vers hitherto entrusted 
to the Colonel.General of the cavalry ,vere curtailed. 
The importance of the Inarshals ,vas lessened; the 
right of not11inating naval officers "'as no longer to 
be in the hands of the i\.dmiral of France. What '\'as 
more ilnportant \vas the exclusion of the nobles froln 
all governlnent offices. \tVhile preserving their ob. 
noxious privileges, the nobles ceased to be a political 
po\ver; nay more, the King, sYlnpathizing ,vith the 
financial etnbarrassments of the aristocracy, \"as not 
unwilling to increase their privileges. They became 
lnere courtiers and in lnany instances the l{ing's 
pensioners. The great fault of the seventeenth cen. 
tury ,vas that as a result of this policy all classes 
\vere dislocated and could not work together. The 
principal reason ,vhy the Revolution came about \vas 
not because the privileged classes had too much 
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power but because they had none at all. 'fhe cleav- 
age bet\veen classes in France gre\v ,,,ider and \vider 
until the emigrations in 1789, and the succeeding 
years forcibly illustrated the real drift of the policy 
definitely begun by Richelieu and continued by all 
future rulers of France. 
The po\ver of the Church ,vas not likely to inter
 
fere \vith Louis' plans for the establishment of a 
centralised government. On the contrary, L,oui
 
derived his despotic principles in great measure from 
the Ch urch. To him the clergy looked for repres. 
sive measures against the I-I uguenots; on him the 
Jesuits relied for the suppression of the] ansenists, 
"'hose sympathies \\'ith the Parle'711ent of Paris during 
the Fronde Louis never forgot; froln hiln, too, the 
advocates of an independent Gallican Church hoped 
to obtain the realisation of their drean1S. The estab
 
lis11ment of a po\verful Christian Inonarchy bent upon 
securing unity of doctrine \vas Bossuet's ideal govern.. 
ment, and con1mended itself to the mass of the 
French clergy. Louis' reign afforded another proof 
of the truth of the dict1/11l that "in France the 
Church could not divorce itself fron1 the Cro\\'n." 
Thus on the ruins of national, provincial, and 


icipalliberties \vas raised and organised a ne\v 
adn1inistrative despotism \\7hich ,vas to last till the 
Revolution. At the head of this royal administra
 
tion \vas the King, and under him the ministers and 
secretaries of state, \\'hose powcrs 'were greatly en.. 
hanced on the abolition of the post of Prime 1\linis- 
tel'. Over all the province ,,'ere placed Ù/ll'lldants, 
each of \vhom had under hitn assistants or sub. 
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dlllgll/S in èc.1Ch of his Jistricts. These illtclldallts 
"Tere indefatigable \vorkers taken for the Inost part 
froln the Iniddle class. 'fheir influence ,vas felt in 
all directions, and their supervision extended to eyery 
part of the province ,vhich ,vas under their control. 
Though popular ,vith the nation the despotism of 
I.Jouis XIV. ,,"as hard upon individuals. A systeln 
of espionage 'vas ah\.ays in use and lettres de cacHet 
"Tere freely used. Liberty of the subject ".as Ut1- 
kno\\Tn. rrhe \vell known incident of the " 
'Ian "Tith 
the Iron l\Iask" is an illustration of the tyrannical 
treatl11ent ,vhich Frenchnlen had to put up ,\'ith 
under the Bourbon absolutism. In 1673 a Inan was 
arrested by Louvois near Peronne, and incarcerated 
in the Bastille. l-Ie ,vas taken thence to Pignerol 
and placed under the care of Saint-l\1ars. In 1674 
he ,va" removed to Exilles, and after thirteen years' 
imprisonment there, \\'as taken to the Isle of St. 
Marguerite. In 1698 Saint-l\lars brought hitn to the 
Bastille, \\There he died in 1703. The name of this 
mysterious prisoner has never yet been ascertained. 
Among numerous suggestions as to his identity it 
has been urged that he \vas Fouquet, the Armenian 
Patriarch; A vèdie, a t\vin brother of I.ouis XI\'., 
Colbert's son, CrolTI\\rell's son; IVlatthioli, a minister 
of the Duke of Mantua; De l\Iarchied, a Lorrainer) 
,vho ,vas concerned in a plot to murder Louis XIV. 
His arrest took place simultaneously ,\'ith the sup- 
pression of the liberties of the Parlt'1Jlt'Jlts and the 
provincial Estates, and marks the tinlC ,,,hen 
Louis' systen1 of government ,vas in full \vorking 
order. 
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It has sonlclinles been urged that ill the Sta.tes- 
General, in the Far/ell/cllt, in the provincial Estates, 
in the corporations, and in the IneInbers of the 
noblesse and Church there could be found the genns 
of modern constitutional life. "The various institu- 
tions existed side by side, cOlnplicated and clumsy 
in their form, tl1\varting or supporting one another, 
according to the positions \vhich the accident of their 
origin had given them." SOlne writers lament that 
no attempt ,vas made to develop and vivify these 
genns of constitutional life, and so gradually to lead 
to the formation of a limited monarchy in \vhich the 
representative principle had full recognition. 'fhe 
task of bringing the different institutions of France 
into hannony and friendly action, of establishing an 
eq uilibrium beÌ\\reen the prerogatives of the Crown 
antI the privileges of the nobles, could only have 
heen effected by the King. The representative 
,system had been ,,'ell tried during the religious ,\'ars 
in the latter half of the previous century, antI 
had bcen found ,vanting. It had then been 
recognised, even by advocates of constitutional 
governlncnt, that the States-Gcneral and the Parle- 
'}}U'llts \vere incapable of giving France a good govern- 
ment. Henry IV.'s accession to the throne n1arked 
the desire of the vast majority of France for a per- 
sonal monarchy. The feeling \vhich led to the restora. 
tion of the po\ver of the Cro\vn under Henry IV. "'3S, 
if . possible, stronger at the close of the Fronde 
troubles. Even supposing that the establishment of 
constitutional governInent in France ,vas possible 
before the I<..evolution, the hour and the man had 
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not arrived in 1 G6 J. To begin ,vith, the task of 
trusting the upper classes ,vith a share of the govern- 
ment, and teaching them to prefer ,veIl-regulated 
activity to selfishness, and the task of raising the 
nation generally to a sense of its political responsi- 
bilities, required a Inan of different calibre from Louis 
XI\T. The policy of Richelieu and Mazarin, too, 
had rendered any attempt to relnove the deep dh'i- 
sions \vhich separated the different classes in France 
peculiarly difficult. The Fronde had clearly delnon- 
strated the ,vorthlessness of the nobles, their \\"ant of 
any stateslnanlike qualities, their sordid selfishness. 
It \vould have been itnpossible to secure their co- 
operation in any \vork of reform. 
Besides, Louis' \vhole train of thought took him in 
an opposit
 direction. As I,-ing by divine right his 
suppression of national and provincial liberties was 
n1erely the logical outcolne of his opinions. '''hile 
vindicating his clailTIs to absolute authority he \vas 
fired by the alnbition to govern his country benefi- 
cently and gloriously. He intended to give :France 
the blessings of a paternal despotism and to make 
her the leading po\ver in Europe. There ,vere many 
circumstances that tended to confinn him in this 
resolution. The French nation supported him ,vith 
enthusiasln. They had no \vish for any more con- 
stitutional experilnents; they had done \vith politi- 
cal theories and anti-monarchical sentilnents. They 
"'ere ,,'earied of the struggles of the nobles for place 
and po\ver; they \vere sick of the petty ambitions 
of such men as Retz and Condé. 
_L\ hundred years later the struggles and divisions 
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among the \Vhigs caused the English people to sho\v 
a silnilar enthusiastn at the accession of George II I. 
Like George 111., Louis XIV. had a finn determina- 
tion not only to rule but also to rule ,veIl. Both 
kings catne to relieve their respective kingdotns 
from the tunnoil of factions and to Inake the royal 
po\ver felt through the length and breadth of the 
land. The factious conduct of the vVhigs brought 
,about the restoration of authority in England at the 
hands of George III. The confused struggles of the 
Fronde strengthened and firmly established the ab- 
solute monarchy in France. Froin Philippe Augus- 
tus to Louis XIV. the French nation had looked to 
their kings to defend then1 froln invasion, to check 
internal anarchy, and to \vin glory. From the battle 
of Bouvines to the treaty of the Pyrenees royalty 
had been popular in France. The nation no\v ex- 
pected at the hands of the King fresh achievelnents 
and more military glory, and Louis found on Maza- 
rin's death that he had the 1l1eanS in his hand of 
satisfying the national aspirations. 
France ,vas the only country in Europe which \vas 
capable of taking the initiative in Europe. The \vork 
of Richelieu and l\1azarin had been thoroughly done, 
and there ,vas practically no check to the royal po\ver. 
Louis had sitnply to follo\v the lines of their policy, 
\vhich in itself was no difficult task, for France pos- 
sessed in Colbert the best adlninistrator, in Lionne, 
Servien, Grémonville the best diplomatists, and in 
Condé and Turenne the best generals in Europe. 
Corneille, l\iolière, and Descartes too ,,-ere supreme 
in the departments of heroic poetry, of comedy, and 
7 
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of philosophy. Louis himself \,"as as firmly bent on 
preserving the dignity of his Cro\vn and on securing 
glory as any of his subjects could \vish. "I \\Till be 
found ready," he \vrote to D' Estrades, his Alnbassa- 
dor in England, \vith regard to a þoint d' hOIl1lCltr in 
1662, " to put Iny own state in jeopardy rather than 
tarnish by any faintheartedness the glory \vhich I am 
seeking in all things as the principal aÏtn of my 
actions." Already in 1661 D'Estrades, \\Then estab- 
lishing himself in England, had been carefully in- 
structed "jealously to preserve the dignity of his 
Cro\vn in any Court whither he is going." lIe ,vas 
further" to preserve the pre-eminence to ,vhich the 
King is entitled, allo\ving no ambassador to go be- 
fore him except the Emperor's in case he \vere to 
send one to England." The famous struggle behveen 
the French and Spanish ambassadors in the streets 
of London took place in October, 1661, and though 
temporarily defeated Louis' energetic action re- 
sulted in his triumph. No Spanish alnbassador 
would henceforth compete for precedence \vith the 
most Christian King, and a 111edal \vas struck to 
comnlemorate the event. In August, 1662, the at- 
tack of the Papal guard upun Créqui, the French 
aiTIbassador at RUIne, took place, and again Louis 
successfully vindicated his honour and the respect 
due to etiquette. It was pretty evident to France, and 
indeed to Europe, that the honour of his country 
\vas safe in the hands of the elegant and vigorous 
young King. 
Let us then sum up the aims of J.Jouis XIV. on 
Mazarin's death. In the first place he desired to give 
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France a good government, and in spite of the lTIanV 
dra\vbacks of the old rigÍ1Jle he nlay be said to have 
succeeded. In place of the old feudal disorgclnisa- 
tion and independence France becaillc ,veIl organised 
and \vell adn1Ïnistered. The royal orders to the 
provincl:s ,vere translnitted \vith rapidity and pre- 
cision. Each branch of the adnlinistration obeyed 
the central authority. Justice was reorganise<.l and 
greatly iInproved. _Louis' code of civil and crirni.. 
nal la\v ,vas in Inany \vays admirable. The anny 
J-vas \\.:..eIL di sciplin ed and ready for the reforms of 
Ture nne and Louvois; the finances ,verc pldced 
ul!.der a regular systcIn, a strong naval po\ver was 
created;- trading companies \\
cre established, the 
French colonies in North Alncrica \vcre strength- 

I.!ed, ports ,,,"ere opened, canals dug, and arsenals 
built. Industry and COlIunerce ,vcrc vigorously sup- 
ported, rnanufacturing companies \vcrc patroniscd, 
public instruction ,vas authorised, and literature and 
arts ,verc favoured. The royal adIninistration un- 
doubtedly did great things for France. The royal 
pO\Vl:r had found J:."'rance divided; it gave her union. 
I t found I....rance a Inere duchy; it Inadc her a 
kingdon1. FraIn being composed of nobles and 
serfs, France becaIne consolidated into a grcat 
nation. 
1n the second place J.,ouis ,viis bent on placing 
Fr ance in the forefront of European nations, and on 
giving to his I-Iouse the position held in Europe by 
the Hapsburg dynasty for one hundred and thirty 
years. He aspired to found a strong Empire ,,-hich 
should resemble that of Charles the Great. 
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Thus on the death of l\Iazarin the French nation 
looked forward to a period brilliant in military suc- 
cesses, in diplolTIacy, and I11arked by cOlnlnercial and 
industrial developtnent, to compensate thetTI for the 
confusion \vhich had characterised the govcnl1uent 
of the late Cardinal. In the young King the nation 
sa,v an epitome of itself, and it recognised in hitTI a 
tnan \vho syn1pathised \vith all those aspirations \vhich 
\vere peculiarly dear to the genius of the French 
people. Louis' youth, his handsome and attractivc 
appearance, his dignificd and royal air, appealed to 
his countrymen. He knc\v that thcir admiration 
,vas due to their expectation of success abroad, and 
of unity and prosperity at hOlTIC. During- the period 
ending \vith the death of Colbert in 168"', i_ll spite of 
his boundless egotis111 and his exaggerated notion of 
absolute p o\\'cr, he satisfied these national expecta- 
tions. F or as long as he had good advisers, Louis 
,vas on the \vhole free from the cornmission of seri- 
- - - - 
ous blun de!s such_as tnarked the latter period of his 
life. _Colbert, Turenne, and Vauban all belong to 
this period, and all contributed to Inaking France 
the leading state in Europe. From 1683 to 1715 
Lou is -becomes p;.
naturely old, suffers at titncs 
from bad health, allo\vs his egotism to increase, 
,vhilc freed CraIn the \vise counsels of his great IVlin- 
ister he yiclds more than ever to the advice of 
Louvois, of l\Iadame de Maintenon, and of Le Tel- 
lier. I--Ie advances such men as Chamillard and 
ViIl eròi. By his tTIistakes he endangers the po- 
litical ëdifice reared in the earlier portion of his 
reign. On the other hand the errors in taste ,vhich 
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appear again and again bct\vccn his Inothcr's death 
and the death of hi
 Queen arc not rcpeated. The 
I.Ja Vallière and Montespan episodes are closed, and 
though the Court may becolnc dull it is at any rate 
decorous. Apart, too, fron1 his tnany tnistakes, his 
diplolnatic interests are as keen as ever, and he sho\,"5 
over and over again relnarkable insight into the 
position of European politics. His courag e durin 
the Spanish Succession ,var \vas \\iorthy of all praise, 
-- 
and it received its re\vard in the firm establishment 
of Philip on the Spanish throne. 
In spite, then, of much that goes to sho\v that 
Louis ,vas a second-rate J11an; in spite of the saying 
t hat he \vas like his o\vn Versailles, splendid, sho\\'y, 
but essentially heavy, comtnonplace, and vulgar, in 
Louis' character can be fonnd many clements of 
greatness. H is firm belief in hiInself, his sense of 
duty \vhich led hiln to bear " the trade of kingshi}-J tt 
on his shoulders for sOlne fi fty-four years, the pa- 
tience \vith ,vhich he carried out his aim of Inaking 
France the leading po\ver in Europe, all go to prove 
that l..ouis \\Tas far from being a tnere COlnmon place 
man ,vhose ideas \vere shallo\v and \vhose acts \"ere 
,sho\vy and pretentious. He \\'orked regularly and 
conscientiously all his life. I--Ie had a very elevated 
conception of the responsibilities of the kingly office. 
No amusemcnt, and not even illness, prevented him 
from performing his regular duties. "\Ve are not 
private persons," he once said; ., 'YC o\ve ourselves 
to the public." In his private life he ,vas during 
1110st of his reign considerate, thoughtful of others, 
fourteous to \vomen. He had all those qualities 
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\vhich go to Inakc do gcntlenlan. A great J(ing he 
\vas, and \vestern civilisation o\ves Inuch to his reign. 
Under him France \vas to Europe \vhat he himself 
,vas to France. She gave the tone to European so- 
ciety, she laid down the canons of taste in literature 
and the arts, she spoke the decisive ,,'ord in politics. 

OTE.-" The Man with the Iron l\Iask" (see p. 94) is now said 
to have heen a certain Lieutenant-General de Bulonde who was 
"ìtruck with panic at Coni in 1691 and raiserl the siege. Louis XIY. 
\Va, so infuriated at his con(1uct that he incarcerated him in Pignero1. 
The literature on thi<:> subject is considerahle. It may he wen t.) 
rf'mernber Louis XIV:s own words: "If you knew who it was, you 
would tìnd it not in th{' least interec;ting." 
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present: Le Tellier, the Secre- 
tary for "Var, Lionne, who was practically the Secre- 
tary for Foreign l-\ffairs, and Fouquet, the Procureur- 
gén/rat and the Superintendent of Finance. The 
latter \vas at that time living at his house at Saint- 
::\Iandé, and it \\'as necessary to send the younger 
Brienne to summon him. Brienne met Fouquet cross- 
ing the Park in great haste, and very angry at not 
haying been told of the Cardinal's serious condition. 
10.1 
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Later in the day the King returned to Paris, and the 
next lnorning, 1\Iarch loth, he held at the Louvre a 
second Council, there being present, in addition to Le 
Tellier, Lionne, and Fouquet, the Chancellor Seguier, 
the t\VO Briennes, and the other Secretaries of State, 
Duplessis-Guénégaud, and La V rillière. At this 
Council Louis Inade his melnorable declaration. 
" Sir, " he said, addressing the Chancellor, "I have 
summoned y ou w ith IllY lVli.!)isters and Secretaries of 
Sta te to tell you that hitherto I have been right \villing 
to le Lmy affairs be managed by the late Cardinal; in 
theJuture I shall be Iny O\VI1 Pritne Minister (J sera' 
à /' a venz"r 1J1 0n p rell lier 1JlÙlistre)." He then forbade 
the Chancellor, the Secretaries of State, and the 
Superintendent of Finance to seal any agreement, to 
sign any despatch, or to pay any money \vithout his 
kno\vledge and order. "I have already explained to 
you my \vishes," he said to Fouquet; " I request you 
to make use of Colbert, ,vhom the late Cardinal had 
recommended to me." At this meeting of the Council 
Louis arranged the order of each day's ,york. From 
nine to eleven each morning his inner Council, COITI- 
posed of Fouquet, Le Tellier, and Lionne, should 
meet. The finances should be dealt \vith in the after- 
noons. Every other day the Chancellor ,vas to con- 
sult \vith him on judicial matters. H encefonvard 
Louis \vorked about five hours a day at public busi- 
ness, never allowing hilnself to be diverted by any 
amusement \vhatever. Henceforward he had no 
Prime l\'linister, no independent statesman near hinl. 
The government \vas carried on by agents-gens 
d'affaires-,vho \vere lnerely heads of departments 
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ans\vcrablc directly to hilnsclf. George 111. had a 
somewhat similar ideal in part realised during the 
administration of Lord North. 
The saIne day on \vhich Louis held his celebrated 
Council, the 
rchbishop of Rouen had an audience. 
" Sire," he said, " I have the honour of presiding over 
the Assembly of the clergy of your kingdom; your 
.:\iajesty ordered me to consult the Cardinal on all 
matters; he is no\v dead; to \VhOn1 does your l\1a- 
j
t y \vish that I should address myself in the fu- 
ture? " " To me," was the reply of the King. 
The reign of Louis had in reality begun; he united 
in his o\vn person the po\ver and prestige of the mon- 
archy, as ,veIl as of the prime ministership. Fro 111 
his ministers he could expect little help. Chancellor 
Seguier, then seventy-t\VO years of age, had no states- 
n1anlike qualities, and \vas avaricious and \vanting 
in firmness. Of the four Secretaries of State, La 
V rillière and Du plessis-Guénégaud ,vere trusted by 
Louis, but had no great capacity. The Count of 
Brienne, the Secretary for Foreign Affairs, ,vas sixty- 
six years old and incapable. His SOl1-a mere boy- 
had the fight of succession to his father's post. For 
some tirne past, owing to the importance of the for
 
eign policy of France, and to the incapacity of Bri- 
enne, Lionne had acted as Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs. And he was no\v confirmed by 
Louis in his position. Le Tellier, the Secretary for 
'vVar, \vas a hardworking, reserved man, Inore attached 
to his 0\\'11 interests than to those of the state. I--Ie 
had a thorough knowledge of the \\'orking of the 
governlnental1nachine, but he \vas essentially a sec- 
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ond-ralc nlan, and his son-in-Ia\v, Louvois, ,vas before 
long associated ,vith him in his office. Fouquet re- 
n1ained Superintendent of Finance. He kne\v that 
:\Iazarin had mistrusted him; he had some idea that 
the Cardinal had ,yarned Louis against hiln. I-I e 
therefore acted cautiously. He Inade a sort of confes- 
sion to I
ouis, pointing out that the necessities of the 
tiIne ,,'ere in great measure ans\verable for the abuses 
that had crept into the management of the finances. 
Besides, nothing had been done ,vithout the authority 
of the Cardina1. Fouquet's vindication of himself 
,vas accepted, and Louis, apparently satisfied ,,'ith 
his promises for the future, evinced no desire to dis- 
inter the past. '[he King's attitude "'as, according 
to Fouquet himself, benevolent and reassuring, \vhile 
his ,vords ,,-ere clear, precise, noble, and \vorthy of a 
grea t King. 
Louis himself says that Fouquet \vas indispensable 
to hin1 at that mOlnent. He ,vas aware of the graye 
and ruinous defects in the financial system of France, 
but Fouquet's credit ,vas good, and the death of 
::\lazarin had been follo\,'cd by "That alTIounted to' a 
great financial crisis. Till the ne\v government "'as 
firmly established, Inen ,vere indisposed to lend. 
Besides Fouquet's acquaintance ,vith the internal 
econolny of France, he had also a very considerable 
kno\vledge of foreign affairs. Louis therefore ,vas 
\villing to use the ablest man of the day in spite of 
his predisposition against him, at any rate till the 
governmental machine \vas in full \vorking order. 
To guard hhnself, ho\vever, from any deception, 
Louis had folIo\ved the dying advice of l\lazarin, and, 
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\vhilc t.:lnploying Fouquct, confided in Colbert. By 
Inaking hÜn Intendant of Finance, Louis gave him 
the supervision of Fouquet's accounts. The day of 
his Council at the Louvre, the King had a secret in- 
tervic\v \yith Colbert, \vho, according to the Abbé 
Choisy, infonned him that the Cardinal had con- 
cealed at Sedan, at Rrissac, at La Fère, at Vincennes, 
and in the Louvre nearly fifteen Inillions of ready 
money; that apparently his intention \vas not to 
leave it to his heirs, and that therefore he intended 
it for the King. 
:rvloney to the extent of about eighteen nlillions 
\V:lS, it is said, found in all the places indicated, \vith 
the exception of the I
ouvre. 'This di'ìcovery ,vas of 
great iInportance in t\VO \vays: in the first place it 
aided the advancetnent of Colbert in the royal-fav- 
our, but, \\'hat ,vas Inore iInportant at that Inoment, 
it rendered Louis independent of Fouquet. 
'The eyents follo\\'ing the death of l\1azarin had 
taken France by surprise. I..ouis' declaration th3t 
hencefor\vard he would rule ,vithout a Prin1c 
Linister 
\vas scoffed at. The people generally applauded his 
attitude, but those about the Court never believed 
he ,vould carry out his intention. After the first 
outburst of joy at the death of Mazarin, there \vas a 
widespread feeling that France had been deprived 
of a stateS111an \\Fho, by giving her peace ,vith Spain, 
had begun to grapple \vith the difficulties froIn \"hich 
France \vas suffering. 
'fhough at peace at hOlne and abroad, France 
\\"
s exhausted, anù in financial matters haù been 
scandalously mismanaged. Abuses of all sorts ,vere 
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ranlpdnl; Inanufactures and COllUIlCrCe languished; 
the lo,ver orders ,vere heavily taxed, justice ,\'as cor- 
rupt at its source; the clergy neglected their duties; 
bands of discharged soldiers ravaged the country; 
the finances \vere in inextricable confusion. Gam- 
bling \vas popular, and licentious manners \vere every- 
,,,here prevalent. In this deplorable state of things 
men doubted the young King's ",ill or ability to re- 
store prosperity to the country. I Ie "'as apparently 
given up to alIlusements of all sorts. It ,vas also to 
be feared that under the influence of Condé or Tu- 
renne he might plunge France into \var. 
The King being an unkno,,'n quantity to his sub- 
jects, it ,vas natural they should doubt if he \vould 
carry out his resolution, and, breaking with the tra- 
dition of the last fifty years, dispense \vith a Prime 
l\1inister. 
They did not kno\v that for some time l\lazarin 
had been in the habit of giving Louis valuable ad- 
vice. They had no idea of IJouis' resolution not to 
be a mere roi failléal/t. They ,vcre also una\vare 
that Louis' attachment to Mazarin \vas the sole 
reason for his not having taken the government of 
F'rance into his own hands sooner. The pO\\Ter \vhich 
the courtiers believed \vould be \vielded by l"ouis for 
three ITIonths relnained in his hands fifty-four years. 
Not, hO\\Tever, till the fall of Fouquet in Sep- 
tember, 1661, was it realised the King \vas Ì1ì 
earnest. Till then the ministerial systenl was hanging 
in the balance. \Vith the arrest and overthrow' of 
Fouquet, ministerialislTI received its death-blo\\r, and 
the re-establishlnent of the royal pO\\Ter in all its ful- 
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ness \vas effected. Bet\veen l\Iarch 9th and Septenl- 
ber 5th, the rcvolution \vas organiscd and carried 
out. These Inonths bct\veen the death of l\Ia- 
zarin dnd the fall of Fouquet constitute a most mo- 
mentous episode in the history of France. The 
circumstances leading to his fall, the greatness of the 
Inan, his tnagnificent ideas, the splcndour of his pos- 
sessions, the blindness of his confidence, the sudden- 
ness of his overthro,v, and his weary imprisonlnent, 
all give a dramatic and melancholy interest to the 
attelnpt of Fouquet to beCOlne Prime IVlinister. 
Till Fouquet's fall the French '\TorId in general 
sho\ved no indication that it realised the inlporl of 
the King's finn determination. Convinced that he 
\vould soon tire of his devotion to ,york, the cour- 
tiers devoted their energies to discovering the suc- 
cessor to Richelicu and Mazarin. Opinions ,,-ere 
\videly divided on this question. The nobles had 
hopcd to see Villeroi or Condé take the first place 
in the royal Council. \Vhen neither of these n1cn 
\vas summoned to advise Louis, it was thought that 
the Cardinal de Retz \vollld be chosen. His talents 
fitted hiln for the post, he \vas the one man in France 
\vhose po,ver l\Iazarin dreaded to the last. But 
Louis ,vas as opposed as Mazarin to De Retz and his 
friends the J ansenists. Some thought that the solid 
qualities of Le Tellier marked hitn out as the suc- 
cessful candidate. But of the three ministers to 
\vholn Louis had openly given his confidence, Li- 
anne, Le Tellier, and Fouquet, the last named ,vas 
the only one \vho possessed the qualities necessary 
for a PrÎ1ne IVlinister. 
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" It ,vas generally believed," says l\Iadame de La 
Fayette, "that the Superintendent would be called 
upon to take the Governlnent into his hands." There 
is no doubt whatever that Fouquet hilnself expected 
eventually to succeed Mazarin. I-Ie did not believe 
in Louis' perseverance; he ,vas convinced that in a 
fc\v months the King \vould gladly delegate his 
po\ver to a Ininister. \Vhat rival had Fouquet to 
fcar? He ,vas \vell a\vare of his intellectual superi- 
ority to Le Tellier and Lionne; he had already been 
entrusted ,vith ilTIportant matters touching not only 
the internal condition but also the foreign relations 
of I
rance; he had frequent confidential intervie\vs 
,vith the King. I lis relations, too, ".ith the Court 
gave him every confidence. The number of hi
 
friends and clients and pensioners '\>as enonnous; 
he ,,-as favoured by the Queen-
T other; in the Coun- 
cil itself, though Le Tellier might be hostile, l.jonne 
was practically in his pay. 
IIis \vay seemed so clear, the confidence of the 
King so assured, that Fouquet neglected to take any 
precau tions, and believed that ,vithin a very short 
tilne he ,vould be at the head of affairs. 
As first Ininister of a great king he sa\v opening 
out before hitTI a ,vide field for his talents. He \vas 
resolved to begin his life over again, to make a fresh 
start, to enter as it \vere upon a ne\v career. If he 
cou]d only become Chancellor he \vould have a splcn- 
did opportunity of carrying out his ambitious projects. 
The Chancellor had great po\ver; nothing could be 
be done \vithout his kno\vledge, for he signed and 
sealed all documents. I-Ie w'as present, too, at the 
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meetings of theParlc}}lellt. Fouquet therefore ain1ed 
at ousting Seguier fron1 the Chancellorship as soon 
as possible. 
The restoration of the finances begun by hiln 
shortly after the peace of the Pyrenees \vas, ho\v- 
ever, his in1mediate care. He aimed at nothing less 
than a complete reorganisation of the \vhole finan- 
cial system. He drew up a series of tables sho\ving 
the expenditure of each department for a nU111ber 
of years. He formed plans which \vere after\vards 
adopted and carried out by Colbert for the abolition 
of many glaring abuses in the systeln of taxation. 
But he took 110 precautions against the Inachina- 
tions of his enemies: he \vas una\vare that Colbert, 
implicitly trusted by Louis, ,vas occupied in point- 
ing out the shortcomings in his career, and un- 
doubtedly making the \vorst of the case against him. 
Colbert also ,vatched Fouquet's accounts very closely 
in every respect. It ,vas sho\vn at a Council held at 
Fontainebleau for the reorganisation of colonial 
commerce that :Fouquet had been negligent over 
details, while on a suggestion made by him that 
Belle-isle could provide a good harbour for the fleet, 
Colbert sent spies to Belle-isle to report on the "'orks 
then in progress. 
The history of that eventful SUInmer of 1661 is 
then full of interest. The continuous series of gaie- 
tics at Fontainebleau proceeded as though Ininisters 
and l{ing were not simultaneously engaged in labori- 
ous and anxious work. And all through these SUlTI- 
mer months the overthro\v of F ouquet \vas being 
quietly planned, \vhile the minister hin1self, uncon- 
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scious of the seriousne
s of the crisis, \vas counting 
the days to the titne when he should govern France 
as the Prilne Minister of Louis XIV. 
On April 20th the Court Inoved to I
"ontainebleau, 
\vhere it \vas joined a fe\v days later by Fouquet. 
The memoirs of the titnes fully describe its doings. 
Round the young King ,vas a galaxy of rank and 
beauty. Anne of Austria, the JZing's Inother, and 
l\Iarie Thérèse, his \vife, \\'ere there. There, too, 
was Henrietta of England, the bride of the King's 
brother, the Duke of Orleans. The Duke of Lor- 
raine ,vas there to render homage for his duchy, and 
alnong the princes and nobles \vere to be seen Beau- 
fort and Condé, both so celebrated during the King's 
minority. It ,vas a time of fêtes and of dances, of 
expeditions on land by day, and of cntertainn1ents 
on the lake and promenades in the \voods by night, 
these latter often lasting till two or three in the 
morning. The future ,vas bright ,vith many a hope; 
the present ,vas dazzling and fascinating. Men 
gain bled recklessly \vith borro\ved Inaney; the King 
hitnself was not averse to high play. A theatre was 
erected in the park at Fontainebleau, and a ne\\' 
comedy ,vas played. Lulli \vas installed superin- 
tendent of the royal music. I n the Ballet des Saz"- 
SOilS the King himself represented Spring, and danced 
with his usual grace and skill. 
This Inode of life at Fontainebleau-" a deliriutn 
of an1bition, pleasure, and love"-lasted through the 
summer months. The King's open admiration for 
his sister-in-Ia\v, follo\ved by his attachment to Louise 
de la Vallière, are ,veil known incidents of this visit 
of the Court to Fontainebleau. 
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The other side of the picture is of Inorc interest ta 
Ithe historian. The King never allo\vcd his love of 
,pleasure to interfere \vith his self-imposed duties. I-lis 
,persistent \vill, his po\ver of ,york, his delight in grap- 
pling with details, his untiring energy, and withal his 
,capacity for dissimulation vias never so clearly evi- 
denced as during the summer of 166r. \V orking ,\'ith 
his ministers five or six hours a day, he read all let- 
ters from ambassadors and ans\vered them hilTIself. 
Negotiations \vere in progress \vith S\veden, Po- 
land, Holland, and England. Fouquefs acquaint- 
ance ,vith foreign affairs, only equalled by that of 
l...ionne, \vas fully appreciated by Louis, ,,,ho em- 
ployed him specially in the attempt to bring about 
a marriage alliance behveen England and Portugal. 
Both 1'urenne and Fouquet ,vere of opinion that 
greater advantages should have been secured to 
France by the treaty of the Pyrenees. That treaty 
rendered France unable to aid Portugal directly, and 
it ,vas of great importance to France that England 
should aiù the Portuguese to secure their inde- 
pendence. On June 22, 1661, the marriage contract 
was signed behveen Charles II. and the Infanta of 
I>ortugal. The promise of large subsidies by I"ouis 
haù \von over the English King, and the \veight of 
England ,,,as thro\vn on to the side of Portugal. 
In Poland Fouquet aided, \yith men and mo.ney, 
the party headed by the Queen, \\,ho had been a 
French princess, in their endeavours to get the Duke 
of Enghien named as slIccessor to the reigning mon- 
arch. \Vith S\veden and I-Iolland intimate relations 
\vere rene\\7ed, though ,vith the latter country a 
treaty ,vas not made till the following year. 
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I'he internal affairs of France also occupicd 111uch 
of the I{ing's attention. He gave large SU111S to the 
GenTIan Princes; he enlarged and adorned F ontaine- 
bleau, Vincennes, the Tuileries, and Versailles. 
Fouquet had to provide for this expenditure, and all 
this time his ,york \\ras closely supervised by Col. 
bert, \vho criticised and undoubtedly made the 
most of, any shortcomings in the Superintendent's 
accounts. '[he Abbé Choisy declares on the author- 
ity of Pellisson, the ablest of Fouquet's clerks, that 
Fouquet persisted in making the state of things 
\vorse than they \\'ere, that Colbert pointed out daily 
to the King Fouquet's errors, and that \vhen Fou- 
quet, ignorant and una\vare of Colbert's advice to 
l
ouis, adhered to his original statements, the King, 
not unnaturally enraged at this trickery, resolved 
0n his overthro\v as early as the 4th of May. In 
,vriting to his Inother on the evening of September 
5th, the date of the arrest of Fouquet, he sa.ys that 
the Minister's overthro\v had been decided upon for 
four months. Fouquet seems to have had no no- 
tion either of the King's feelings to\vards him, or of 
the schelTIes of his enelTIies. He was apparently 
trusted by the King; he sa,v him daily in the course 
of business. Public opinion seemed in favour of his 
appointment as First Minister. The leading lner- 
chants \vere avo\vedly convinced that he ,vas the 
only man capable of restoring order in the finances. 
But Fouquet had no adequate justification for 
trusting blindly to mere aprearances. I t is said that 
on the occasion of his so-called confession to Louis, 
his intimate friends, Pellisson, Y
7ho acted as his head 
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clerk, De Lornc, and Bruant, urged hilll to give the 
King a full and accurate account of the financial 
state of the kingdom. 
Though Fouquet ridiculed the idea of any danger, 
he received, about the time of the arrival of the 
Court at Fontainebleau, t\VO very distinct \varnings. 
The appointment of Colbert to the post of COll- 
tróli'ur-géllfral, and the presentation of the govern- 
ment of Touraine to the Duc de Saint-Aignan in 
preference to Fouquet's brother, Gilles, should have 
been sufficient to sho\v him that it \vas advisable to 
\valk \varily. Many indirect warnings had already 
leached hitn. One of Colbert's clerks had asserted 
that his master \vould be the next Superintendent; 
another had in a \vine-shop declared that Fouquet's 
fall ,vas imminent, and that the Superintendent him- 
self neglected his duties and allo\ved his underlings 
to rob the State. On another occasion several mem- 
bers of the household of the Prince of Condé boldly 
said that France had never been governed more dis- 
astrously, and that they \vere a hundred times \vorse 
off than in the days of Mazarin. These vague ac- 
cusations and still vaguer threats \vere in the air. 
They came no one exactly kne\v \vhence, but they 
\vere taken up and repeated even in the ante-chaln- 
bers of the Queen, and of Anne of Austria. 
In those days, o\ving to the absence of a free 
press, it \vas difficult to obtain accurate infonnation. 
Hence it \vas absolutely necessary for a minister to 
provide himself \\'ith spies, taken, not only from the 
lo\\'er orders, but also from the royal attendants. 
Ladies-in-\vaiting \\Tere much sought after for esþZ:on- 
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age purposes, as they possessed unrivalled opportuni- 
ties for observation. Fouquet, though over-confident 
to an extraordinary extent, had not entirely 
neglected this val uable source of information. lIe 
had already in his employ Tvlademoiselle de Menne- 
ville, ,vhom he intervie\ved secretly in Paris at his 
hotel in the Rue Croix-des-Petits-Champs, and at 
Fontainebleau, at the house of a \\Toman called. La 
Coz, \vho lived on the canal. In addition, he em- 
ployed Mademoiselle du Fouilloux, who also be- 
longed to the Court. 
But \vith his hands fuB of business, and his mind 
undisturbed by any presages of coming evil, Fou- 
quet ,\Tas hopelessly beaten in the game of intrigue, 
and by his mistakes played into the hands of 
his enemies. l-Ie ,vas engaged, though he ,vas un. 
a\vare of its significance, in a struggle for supremacy 
,vith Le Tellier and Colbert. Of these the fonner, 
a prudent, hard-working, avaricious n1an, had little 
in common \vith the audacious Fouquet. Nothing 
could be more repugnant to hitTI than the possibility 
of working under the Superintendent. "He thought 
moreover," says Madame de MottevilIe, "that Col- 
bert, ,vho had been his agent, ,vould al\\Tays refer to 
hitn." He therefore \varmly supported Louis'inten- 
tion of having no Prime Minister, and joined \vith 
Colbert in a great effort to overthro\v their common 
rival. The latter had, on Fouquet's appointment in 
1653 to the post of Superintendent of Finance, become 
his enemy and rival. During the last year of l\iazar- 
in's life, the struggle between the t,vo had become 
fiercer than ever; Colbert had gone so far as even to 
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demand a Chamber of Justice to overhaul the 
finances. In his celebrated memoir of September, 
1659, he openly accused Fouquet of malversation, 
and of advancing his relatives and friends by means 
of the public n1oney. It required all the arts of 
1\Iazarin to patch up this quarrel. vVhatever ,vere 
the faults of Fouquet, "vhatever the merits of the 
Inemoir, Colbert's hostility stood revealed. After the 
death of 
1:azarin, Colbert, as Intendant of Finance, 
had excellent opportunities for undermining his 
rival. In fact, between Louis, Colbert, and Le Tel- 
lier, there was practically a conspiracy, (though Louis 
asserts in his letter to his mother on September 5 th, 
that she and Lc Tellier alone know of his þroject, 
and the latter only two days before its execution), 
and probably as early as the beginning of May the 
fall of Fouquet was determined upon. U nfortu- 
nately for Fouquet, a po\verful cabal had been formed 
against him by the famous intriguer of the seven- 
teenth century, the Duchess of Chevreuse. Nothing 
is kno\vn definitely of the motives which prolnpted 
this lady, no\v sixty years of age, to take the lead in 
the plot. The only clue is to be found in the fact 
that in 1657 she had married for the third time a 
certain De Laigne who had a grudge against F ouquet. 
On June 27th, Anne of Austria paid the Duchess a 
visit at Dampierre, ,vhere it is said she Inet Le Tel- 
lier and Colbert. At any rate, the Queen-Mother 
,vas \von over to the ranks of Fouquet's enemies. 
Warned by Pellison, GourvilIe, and other friends, of 
the intrigues of the Duchess, the infatuated Fouquet 
made t\VO great hlunders. I n the first place, he taxed 
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Anne \vith -caballing \vith his enemies. So cutting 
\vas his language that Anne refused to hold any 
further intercourse ,,-ith him. And secondlYJ though 
\varned by Madame de F ouilloux of the relations 
existing bet\veen the King and Louise de la Vallière, 
he endeavoured to gain over the latter to his inter- 
est. So clumsily did he make the attempt, so en- 
tirely did he misjudge the character of the young 
maid of honour, that, regarding herself insulted by 
his remarks, Louise de la Vallière complained bit- 
terly to the King. Louis ,vas hurt in his tenderest 
point, and from that moment Fouquet's overthro\v 
,vas certain. Colbert, Le Tellier, and Seguier \vere 
opposed to him; he had broken ,\-ith Anne of 
Austria; he had mortally insulted Louis. Had he 
been simply Superintendent of Finance, he could 
have been attacked and overthru\vn at once; but 
being PrOC1trlëtr-gcll/ral, he 'vas under the protection 
of the Par/cull'Jl!, and could only be attacked 
through the Par/clIlcllt. As long as he remained 
ProcltrCltr-gélliral he ,\ras safe. In order to induce 
hiln to resign his office of Procurcur-gélléral, the 
I(ing and Colbert resorted to a stratagem. It ,vas 
pointed out to Fouquet that it ,vas desirable to re- 
duce the po\vcr of the Parlcnlcllt, that in this ,vork 
the King relied on Fouquet's assistance, and that 
obviously it \vas inconvenient for hin1 to continue to 
hold the office of Procll.rclfr-gélléral during an attack 
on the Par/enlcllt's privileges. It was hinted, Inore- 
over, that he could not be Chancellor and Procllrcur- 
ginéral at the saIne tilne, and it \vas openly spread 
abroad that he \vas to be appointed Chancellor. In 
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spite of the \varnings of his friends, Fouquet, on 
August 12th, sold his office to IVI. de IIarlay, and 
presented the King \vith a million livres. "Tout va 
bien," said Louis to Colbert, "il s' enterre de lui- 


. " 
Inemc. 
On August 17th Louis ,vas present at the cele- 
brated fête given in his honour by Fouquet at his 
splendid residence of Vaux. Even if the story of 
the discovery by Louis of a picture of La Vallière 
in one of the rOOIns be not true, the magnificence 
displayed on all sides only increased further the 
determination of the I(ing to ruin his po\verful 
subject. 
l\fter three ,veeks of intennittent anxiety on the 
part of Iiouquet, \\'ho, till the last, ,vas uncertain 
\vhether he ,vas going to be Prime l\Iinister, or 
,,"hether his fall ,vas iInmincnt, ,yhethcr he should 
fly to Venice, or \vhethcr he should remain, the 
blo\v fell on Septelnbcr 5th at Nantes, \vhither 
Louis had gone to n1eet the Estates of Brittany. 
The arrest itself ,vas organiscd by Louis. In 
orùer to lull the suspicions of Fouquet, he gave his 
orders verbaIJy to a subaltern, D'Artagnan, on the 
Inorning of Sunday, the 4th of Septclnber. The 
llext day, undcr pretence of hunting, the King held 
his Council earlier than usual. After a short Ineet- 
ing, Colbert, Lionne, and Tellier retired, but the 
King kept Fouquet back for a short tiIne under vari- 
ous pretexts, pretending to look for papers, until he 
Sd.\\r from the ,vindo\v that D.Artagnan \\'as at his 
post. Bu t \"hether he had been ,varned or not, cer- 
tain it is that FOllqllet escaped thc notice of D.Ar- 
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tagnan, ,,'ho thereupon sent a tllessenger to Louis 
informing hitn of the Superintendent's escape. 
Louis fell into a violent rage; but was relieved 
shortly afterwards by hearing that D'Artagnan hdd 
succeeded in arresting Fouquet in the" Place de la 
Cathédrale." Thus fell Fouquet on the third anni- 
versary of his acquisition of Belle-isle. The fonna- 
tion of a special court to try him, the length of his 
trial, ,vhich lasted three years, the obvious falseness 
of most of the charges, the influence exercised by 
Louis over the judges, the courage and ability ShO\\ï1 
by the prisoner, his intilnate relations ,vith all the 
ablest Inen of the day, his numerous and varied in- 
tercsts, all cOin bined to focus the interest and the 
sympathy of France upon Nicolas Fouquet. T'hi,:; 
sympathy ,vas considerably auglnentcd \vhen l.-ouis 
refused to abide by the verdict of the judges, and 
changed the sentence of exile to one of perpetual 
imprisonmcnt. 
The charges fell roughly into t\VO heads, tl1éllver- 
sat ion and treason. fIe ,vas accused of corruption 
and dishonesty in the Inanagement of the finances, 
of appropriating to himself public tuoney, of pre- 
paring to revive civil ,var in France, and for that 
purpose of fortifying Belle-isle. The charges for 
treason ,,,ere absurd, those of malversation ,vere to 
some extent true. But dishonesty "'as rife alnong 
all the of-ficial and Ininisterial class. Judged by 
modern standards, Mazarin \vas as guilty as F ou- 
quet. The ,vhole financial systcln ,vas rotten, and 
relnained so, ,yith intervals of improvement, until 
the Revolution and after. 
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The trial of Fouquct ,vas a seventeenth-century 
\Varren Hastings trial. It ,vas necessary to make an 
example in the case of the French Finance l\Iinister 
as it 'vas in the case of the Indian Governor-General. 
Had Fouquet been proved innocent it ".ould have 
been difficult, if not in1possible, to punish smaller 
Inen, or to annul the ruinous engagements into 
\vhich he had entered. Louis, lTIOreOVer, simply 
dared not allow Fouquet to be at large. He feared 
that the po\verful and captivating minister might 
someho\v interfere \vith his scheme of governing 
France after his o,vn Inethod. Of Fouquct's Inany 
friends I..a Fontaine remained especially faithful to 
him in his misfortunes, and dared to address Louis 
in favour of the fallen nlinistcr no\v about to undergo 
imprisonment for the rest of his life. 


" l,or&que SLlr eettc mer un vogue à pleines yoiles, 
Qn'on eroit avoir ponr 
oi les vents elles étoile
. 
II est bien malaise de regler 
es rlé
irs : 
Le plus sage s'endort sur la foi des Zephyrs. 


I 1 e
t assez puni par son sort rigoureux, 
Et e'est ftre innocent que d'être malheureux." 


The fall of Fouquct Inarks an epoch in the history 
of F'rance. The reign of Louis XIV. really began 
froIn the datc of the Superintendent's arrest. The 
fall of Fouquet ,vas not the fall of an ordinary Inin. 
istcr, it 'vas thc fall of a systelTI of governn1ent \vhich 
had lasted half a century. It ,vas the end of the 
period of Richelieu and of 11azarin, of the Hôtel de 
Rambouillet and of the Fronde, ,yith all the in- 
trigues and acti\.ities of that tinlc. RC'sistancC' t(\ 
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Louis' scheme of government \\-as no\v ovcr. Hence- 
fon\'ard he could exercise his po\ver \vithout control 
or interference. Louis' determination to have no 
Prime Minister \vas revealed to the \vorld. The 
Inanner in \vhich Fouquet's overthro\v ,vas brought 
about thro\vs Inuch light on the King's character. 
During the period from April to September, Louis' 
capacity for combining work and amusement rc- 
ceives abundant illustrations. The ,vhole episode 
too proves that Louis had not only thoroughly 
imbibed Mazarin's lessons on statecraft, but had 
also a natural gift for dissimulation \vhich the Car- 
dinal hilnself might have envied. I-lis dislike of any
 
body \vho had been connected \vith the Fronde 
movement ,vas strong, and this no doubt affccted 
his attitude to\varcls Fouquet as it did his relations 
,,-ith De Retz and the J ansenists. And Louis had 
ample justification for his \vatchful and suspicious 
attitude. Even as latc as 1659 the spirit of insub- 
ordination had reappearcd during the negotiations 
,,-ith Spain. N onnandy \vas aversc to the treaty of 
the Pyrcnees, and gave IVlazarin no little anxiety. 
'}"'urenne, in direct contravention to lVlazarin's 
orders, had sent money and Inen to the Duke of 
York to aid the restoration of Charles II. In order 
to check any rea\vakening of the old Fronde spirit, 
it \vas necessary to strike hard. The \vhole tenour of 
Lou is' policy to\vards the great nobles forbade the 
existence in France of a Inan as po,verful and indc- 
pendent as Fouquet. Dependence on the King ,,'as 
to be the sole avenue to advancement open to thc 
noble class. 
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The precautions adopted by Louis to avoid failure, 
and the measures taken after the arrest to secure 
Fouquet's papers, \vould seem to sho\v that Louis 
either tended to overrate the influence of Fouquet 
in the West, or was only dimly conscious of the ex- 
tent of his o\vn po\ver. The influence of \vomen, 
and the constant use of intrigue in this, as in Inost 
periods of French history, is amply exemplified 
during the months preceding Fouquet's fall, \vhilc 
the practical iInpossibility of arresting the l\Iinister 
as long as he \vas Procurcur-géll/ral sho\vs that thc 
privileges of that legal corporation, the Par/enlcllt 
of Paris, could not lightly be infringed, even by the 
11105t despotic of kings. 
Fouquet's fall may unquestionably have been 
hastened by the machinations of his enen-lÏes \vho 
kept in the background. For \vhile these three 
nlonths can be characteriscd as a struggle bet\veen 
the J{ing and the l11inistcrial system as it existed 
under Richclieu and Mazarin" they can also be 
described as a struggle for supremacy between rivdl 
ministers. Thc Dutch envoy had noted that Fou- 
quet ,vas the most formidable man in l;rance: thc 
merchants \vere agreed that he alone could restore 
order in the finances. . 
So fonnidablc a subject could not exist in the llC\V 
monarchical system \vhich Louis intended to indugu- 
ratc. And the justification of :Fouquet's fall is to 
be found in Colbert's adrninistration, \vhich conclu- 
sivcly proved that the opinion of the leading mer- 
chants in }....rance ,vas erroneous. 
Fouquct ,vas, with aU his fau1ts, a Inagnificent 
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figure. But ,vhile he essentially belonged to the 
Fronde period, Colbert \vas a man after Louis' o\\"n 
heart. He represented \vhat ,vas dear to Louis- 
precision, order, regularity, and certainty. He ,vas, 
moreover, honest and exact. Whatever ,vere his 
motives in attacking Fouquet in 1659, he had at any 
) rate justified that attack by sho\ving in his memoir 
to Mazarin that not half of the taxes reached the 
King. 
The existing financial system, for \vhich no one 
was especially responsible, \vas an utterly rotten one. 
The country was going through a period of financial 
chaos. Those who had the fiscal administration in 
their hands, from the Superintendent to the meanest 
of the tax-farnlers, robbed and misappropriated just 
as they pleased. The governlnent loans ,vere ar- 
ranged so as to aggrandise most the individuals \vho 
,vere interested in them, while 110t only the nobles, 
but many others who had no legal exemption from 
taxation, paid no taxes. 
It is true that Colbert, in his anxiety to succeed 
}1"ouquet as Finance Minister, made the \vorst of the 
case against his rival. There is no doubt, hO\\Tever, 
that France benefited enormously froln the change 
of Ininisters, and !he years from 1661 to 1672 were 
aI!long the most prosperous that France had e ver 
seen. I n 166 5 Colbert was made Contrólcur-gélléral 
a
 in 1669 l\1i ni 
te r o f the Mari ne, and also Minis tt
! 
of Commerce, of the Colonies, and of the Royal Buil
- 
i
gs. Ove
v ery departlnent except that of War, 
Colbert ,vas practically supreme. And Louis \\yas 
justifierl in placing thi5 confictepce in his minister. 
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To Colbert Louis owed much of his nlilitaryand 
other successes, to Colbert \vas d ue t.he immense 
impetus now given to the manufactures and the 
commerce of France. Colbert first set to work to 
establish order in the finances, to " unravel the terri- 
ble confusion in which Fouquet had entangled his 
affairs," and to reorganise the system of. taxatioIl. 
But though he could not diminish the number of 
privileged individuals, he resisted fraudulent claims 
to exemption frolD taxation, he lightened direct by 
an increase of indirect taxation, from which the 
privileged classes could not eSCdpe, he improved the 
methods of collection, and by these means he intro- 
duced order and economy \vhere chaos had before 
reigned. 
 ot con tent to mere!}' reorganise the 
fi nances, he turned his attention to augl11enting the 
sources of national \vealth, and determined to enrich 
:France by improving her traùe and conl1nerce. 
n 
1665 th e C ouncil of Commerce \vas r
organised, and 
Colbert began his great ,vork. Manufactures \vere 
fostered and ne\v industries were introduced, inven- 
tions were protected, foreign workmen were invited 
into the country, and French workmen \vere for- 
bidden to emigrate. Good roads and canals \vere 
projected, Dunkirk and Marseilles \vere declared 
free ports, and the duties levied on the passage of 
goods bet\veen the several French provinces \\rere 
equalised. Unfortunately, he did little for agricul
t'..('c",..t I , 
ture, in \vhich lay the true \vealth of France. More- 
over, he maintained the old corporation systeln by 
\vhich each industry remained in the hands of a cer- 
tain number of privileged bourgeoi-s. and thus the 
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lo\ver orders had no opportunities for aòvancement. 
But apart from his steady encouragement of Inanufac, 
tures, Colbert certainly did much for French COln- 
merce. He \vas ever an advocate of hostile tariffs 
and---'pr
t
cti
n , but he e ncouraged trade and su - 
ported the colonies. Several new companies were 
founded. A privileged East India Company \vas 
f
rmed in 1664, f ollo \v
d in the saIne year by a 
yVest India Company, 
nd later by the Company of 
the \Vest, and commercial companies to trade in 
he 
North and in the Levant. 
The colonies were equally cared for and extended. 
In the \Vest Indies France held St. Domingo, Mar- 
tinique, Guadaloupe, Tobago, Grenada, and the Bar- 
badoes; in Africa, Senegal, as well as interests in 
Madagascar; in America, Canada, Nova Scotia, N e\v- 
foundland, Louisiana. 
Colbert's schemes of placing the \Vest India 
Islands under a company failed. The company "Tas 
dissolved in 1674, the islands "'ere put under a Gov- 
ernment department, and the administration \\Tas 
given to the Minister of :I\:1arine. The French plan- 
tations, ho\vever, gre\v steadily and flourished more 
than did the English ones: In their struggling in- 
fancy Colbert relieved them of taxation, gave lands 
to poor and industrious emigrants, and advanced 
money to the planters. I-I e defended their trade 
and built fortifications. I n the East Indies he \vas, 
if possible, more active, and success seemed likely to 
attend his efforts. The East India Company re- 
ceived special encouragement from Louis XIV. and 
his minister. It \vas declared that trade \vith India 
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\vas .nul derogatory to a Inan of noble birth, and 
nobles \vere persuaded to participate in the enter- 
prise. In 1668 a French factory \vas established at 
Surat, the richest Inart in India; in 1669 another fac- 
tory \vas established at Masulipatam, and in 16- 

Qnd icherry "'as founded . But other European 
nations had interests in the East and the monarchy of 
Aurungzebe ,vas at the height of its po\\'er. It ,vas 
not till the break-up of the Mogul Etnpire that there 
,vas room for the schemes of a Dupleix. As it ,,'as, 
the French ,,-ere obliged to confine themselves to 
trade and to safeguarding their interests in the face 
of European competition. Throughout the century 
the interests of the French and Dutch clashed in 
India and Siam, and though the latter at one time 
took Pondicherry, the French regained it at the 
peace of H.. yswick. 
An attelnpt ,vas made in 1665 to colonise l\1ada- 
gascar, but the climate and the hostility of the na- 
tives, ,vhich sho,,'ed itself in a Inassacre of many of 
the colonists in 1672, practically ruined all Colbert's 
hopes of carrying out his scheme successfully. CoI- 
b_ert's_gr
ates
 colonial success ,v
s in North Amer- 
ica._ In 1664 the famous Company of the \Vest ,vas 
formed, and a serious effort \vas 111ade to expand the 
French colonies in N e\v France. But though the 
structure of power \vas imposing, it ,vas always a 
creation lacking in real vitality. '[he emigration ,,'as 
n ea 
ly _ahvays forced, the administration of N e\v 
France \\'as venal and bad, the hOIne go\rernment \vas 
continually Ineddling, feuùali'\m \vas introduced and 
proved ruinous to the young colony, and the Cro\vn 
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and the Church kept the people in leading-strings 
and prevented self-dependence. For a time indeed 
N en' France seemed to flourish, and to\vards the end of 
the century the I
"'rench claimed all the country from 
the 1\1ississippi to the St. La,vrence, and formed the 
fan10us plan of uniting Louisiana and Canada. 
For the protection of French COmlTIerCe and col- 
onies a strong navy ,,'as required, and Colbert pro- 
ceeded at once to form a strong fleet. The IZing 
only cared for the 
rmy, and to Colbert t he French 
navy o,ves everything. 'Vith the aid of Vauban he 
made and fortified the ports of Calais, Dunkirk, 
Hrest, Havre and others; he 
econstituted the arsenal 
<2. f To_ulon, founded a port and arsenal at Rochefort, 
and established naval schools at H..nchefort, Dieppe, 
and 5t. 1\1 alo. 
In 1661 France possessed hut fe\v ships; in 166 7 
she had So Inen-of-war; in IG72, 19 6 ; in 168 3, 27 6 ; 
in IG90,760, and she could hold her o,vn against th
 

nglish fleet. 
Colbert \vas equally active in other departnlents. 
I I e interfered in ecclesiastical tnatters, and though 
he ,veIl appreciated the industry and value to France 
of the Huguenots, he supported Louis in his attempts 
to secure their conversion. He ilnproved the systetn 
of justice, codifying the Ia\vs, ditninishing the nU111- 
her of the judges, lessening the expense and length 
of trials, and establishing an organised system of 
police. lie improveù the buildings of Paris, erect- 
ing the Colonnade of the Louyre, and some boule- 
vards and quays. But here he ,vas checked by Louis, 
\\-ho preferred that l\1arIy and Versailles should re- 
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ceive more attention than Paris. He also encour- 
aged art and literature, founding the Academy of 
Sciences, no\v kno\vn as the Institute of France, the 
Academy of Inscriptions and Medals, the Academy 
of Architecture and IV1 usic, and French academies at 
Rome, ArIes, Soissons, Nîmes, and other places. 
Painting and sculpture \vere patronised, and pensions 
\vere given to literary men such as Molière, Racine, 
and Boileau. It is easy to criticise his administra- 
tion. It was characterised throughout by the spirit 
of protection, it ,vas a system of order and super- 
vision. France ,vas treated as if she \-vas a large 
school. 
But in spite of his Inany errors, Colbert raised 
France to the first rank among commercial nations. 
II e increased her ,vealth, he successfully established 

 manufactures, he raised the credit of the nation. In 
..t" ' 16 78' Sir Willialn Telnple \vas much ilnpresscd by 
the \vealth and prosperity of }trance, and this was 
due entirely to Colbert. He Inay have seized every 
opportunity for personal advancement, but France 
profited immensely froln his administration. He 
,vas distinctly i!- stateslnan , for he conceived a mag- 
nificent and at the same tÏ1ne a practicable schelnc 
for making France the leading power among Euro- 
pean nations. And he ,vas above all admirably 
s uit ed to Louis XIV. Like his master, he had a 
matchless faculty for ,vork, not scorning the smallest 
details, nor shrinking from the vastest undertakings. 
To his ability, energy, and laboriousness he o,ved a 
position for ,vhich he was adlnirably adapted. To 
Colbert Louis ,,'as indebted for much, if not all, of 
9 
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the success of his enterprises during the twcnty-fiv
 
years succe.
ding Mazarin's death. In 1661 the re- 
ceipts 1vcre eighty tnillions of livres, of \vhich thirty- 
one millions reached the Treasury. The expendi- 
ture \vas fifty-four millions, and the deficit \vas 
therefore t\venty-t\VO Inillions. In 1667 the receipts 
amounted to sixty-one Inillions, and the expendi- 
ture to thirty-t\vO and a half, leaving a surplus of 
thirty-one millions. With such a minister Louis 
XIV. felt justified in carrying out an alnbitious and 
a not \vholly impracticable foreign policy. 



CHAPTER V. 


LOUIS' FOREIGN POLICY TO TIlE EKD OF THE 
DEVOLUTION 'VAR. 


1662- I 66g. 


13 1 



13 2 


Louis XI[
 


[1662 


descendant of Charles the Grcat. I Ie ,vished to be 
the leader and protector of Catholic Europe. 
That l:irance should be 111istress of the \vorld, that 
a great French EITIpire should rise on the continent 
\vhich should dictate the la\v to Europe ,,-as un- 
doubtedly the central idea of Louis' policy. But the 
Ineans requisite for the consulTIITIation of this ideal 
varied as his reign proceeded. Froln 1661 to 17 00 
is a period distinct froln that extending from 17 00 
to 17 1 5. In the latter period his efforts ,vere 
directed .to preserving the Spanish Empire intact 
for his grandson, and by uniting in close alliance 
Spain and France, to secure for the Bourbons the 
suprelnacy of Southern Europe. 
During. the earlier period his aims anù hopes lay 
in a different direction. lie seelns to have ,vished: 
(I) To extend the l
rench frontier to the Rhine, 
by completely absorbing Lorraine and by the con- 
quest of Franche COlnté. Though he failed during 
his reign in securing Lorraine he succeeded in ac- 
quiring Franche Cotnté, and Alsace ,,,ith Strasburg. 
(2) To extend the French frontier to the ScheIdt. 
The French frontier ,vas ,veak on the north-east. 
To tnake Paris safe against a sudden attack, and to 
give her a COtTIplete barrier had been one of the 
aims of l\1azarin's foreign policy. He had failed to 
carry out his design, and thus entailed on Europe 
long ,vars, for until Paris had secured a strong bar- 
rier on the north.east frontier there could be no last- 
ing peace bet\veen Spain and France. 
(3) To extend the colonial Empire of France by 
fresh acquisitions in the vVest Indies, in Madagascar 
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anù in North Atnerica, and to increase her trade and 
possessions in the East Indies. 
(4) To secure the Imperial title and to po"e as 
the head of the Catholic Church. 
In attempting to extend the French boundary in 
the direction of the Rhine Louis \\-as sitnply con- 
tinuing the policy of Richelieu and l\rlazarin. Cer- 
tain risks \vould have to be faced and definite prep- 
arations \vould have to be made. In carrying out 
this policy he \vould again find himself in conflict \"ith 
the Elnpire and ,vith Spain; he ran the risk of in- 
curring the hostility of the S,viss. To neutralise the 
opposition of the Etnperor it ,vould be necessary to 
preserve the French connection ,,'ith Turkey, ro- 
land, and S\veden, and by stirring up those powers 
in the rear of Austria to paralyse her efforts on the 
Rhine. It might be advisable to develop the 
policy of Richelieu and l\iazarin to,,'ards the North 
GenTIan Princes and to pay large subsidies as a price 
of neutrality. It ,vas advisable and also possible to 
gain Bavaria. 
But a move in the direction of the ScheIdt ,vas a 
far tnore hazardous undertaking. It itnplied the con- 
quest and inclusion into the French monarchy of that 
county kno\vn then as the Spanish Netherlands, no\v 
as Belgiuln. Mazarin had Inade a definite atternpt 
to effect this conquest, and by reviving the theory 
that the ScheIdt and the Rhine ,vere the natural 
boundaries of l
rance he bequeathed to Louis XIV. 
a dall1110Sa /lcreditas,vhich has affected French foreign 
policy to the present ùay. Mazarin's atternpt not 
only failed but resulted in the loss of the friendship 
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of IIollanù. That country, alanncd al the prospect 
of a strong po\ver like France on her borders, made 
the treaty of MÜnster ,vith Spain in January 16 4 8 . 
Checkmated for the moment, France under Louis 
XIV. again returned to the policy of Mazarin. 'The 
Po\vers firmly opposed to any fresh advance of the 
French to,\'ards the ScheIdt ,vere the Elnpire, Spain, 
and IIolland; and French stateslnen had always to 
reckon ,vith the fact that England might in pursu- 
ance of her true policy, as she did in 1667, and again 
after the Revolution of 1688, enter the lists against 
France. But l\:Iazarill by the Inarriage of I.,ollis XIV. 
to 1\laria Thérèsa of Spain had bequeathed to the 
King that policy of uniting France and Spain \vhich 
coloured to a Inore or less extent the ,vhole of I.Jouis' 
reign. Had I.Jouis indeed foregone his policy of 
aggrandisement in Europe for a tilne and devoted 
himself to the acquisition of a colonial empire he 
\vould have been consulting the true interests of 
France. Colbert had already done much for her 
colonial developlnent, and France had entered into 
competition for the N e\v \V orId \vith England. To 
gain any real success in this struggle 
"'rance ,vould 
have to concentrate all her energies and husband 
an her resources. 
Louis XIV. had like his successor in 1740 and again 
in 1756 to decide bet\veen t,vo lines of policy. The 
choice lay behveen the policy advocated by Colbert 
and that of ,vhich Louvois ,vas the chief representa- 
tive. Colbert's policy meant careful abstention from 
all European entanglements, a cOffilnerciaI \\'31" with 
England and Holland by means of hostile tariffs, the 



í66 2 J 


The Foreigon PO/"J' OJ LOltl
'. 


135 


extension and dcvelopnlcnt of the French colonies, 
the increase of the French navy, and if necessary \var 
by sea. On the other hand the policy represented by 
Louvois \vas one of aggrandisement in Europe, and 
of the extension of the French frontiers at the ex- 
pense of the Empire and Spain. It was only to be 
expected that a young and enterprising monarch, who 
in his desire for glory accurately expressed the 
national passion of the French nation for feats 
of arms and foreign ,vars, should prefer to fol- 
lo\v the policy \vhich had already brought France 
glory, increase of territory, and a grèat European 
position, to the slo\ver, Inore inglorious, though 
safer methods of Colbert. Till 1685 Louis follo\ved 
successfully the fonner policy, \vhich gratified his love 
of conquest and popular worship and more than sat- 
isfied the national thirst for military successes. The 
frequent assertions of French supremacy, the pur- 
chase of Dunkirk, the Devolution \Var, the attack 
on Holland, the RfuJ/ioJ/s, the seizure of Strasburg, 
the ,var in the Spanish Netherlands in 1682-4, the 
apathy of Louis at the time of the siege of Vienna, 
his intrigues or alliances with S\veden, Poland, 1-1 un- 
gary, Turkey, and the German Princes, are but a fe\v 
illustrations to show ho\v thoroughly the King pursued 
a policy of aggrandisement at the expense of Spain 
and the Elnpire. Till 1685 though at tilnes he 
neglected the methods of Riche1ieu and Mazarin and 
seemed to desert the lines \vhich they laid do\vn, as 
when he invaded llolland in Iú72, he carried on their 
policv. I-Ie endeavoured to force from Spain a com- 
plete rampart for Paris on the north-east frontier, 
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and he ostensibly continued to carry out the old 
aXi01TI in French politics of being Catholic at home 
and Protestant abroad. "Th..E., principal object of the 
foreign policy of Louis XIV. during this period of 
his personal government \vas the develop
 of 
the t\VO treaties of v estphalia and Pyrenees." He 
ahvays ho\vever looked for\vanl to the time when he 
could thro\v over his Protestant allies in Germany 
and appear to the \vorld as the zealous leader of the 
Catholic party in Europe. It \vas not till the death 
of Colbert in 1683 that he cast aside that policy of 
religious toleration at hOlne and abroad which had 
been so successfully follo\ved by Henry IV. All 
through these t\venty-five years from 1660 to 1685 
there are numerous examples to be found bearing 
evidence of Louis' anxiety to aid the extension of 
Catholicism. His desire to secure the conversion of 
England and his bitter hatred of the Dutch both show 
ho\v little he sympathised ,vith the tolerant policy of 
his predecessors Richelieu and Mazarin. Till 1685, 
too, the interests of the navy and of the colonies 
\vere not neglected, though \vith the opening of the 
Dutch war of 1672 there is a distinct tendency to 
starve the navy and relegate colonial expansion to 
the background. But \vith the ministry of Seignelay 
the navy again took an important position till La 
Hogue dealt a serious blo\v at its attelnpt to rival the 
English fleet. During these years Louis' startling and 
altnost uniform series of successes, \von often in spite 
of the baneful effects of his personal influence, ,vere 
in great measure due to the adn1irable instrulnents 
\vhich he possessed in the generation of men formed 
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during the years of his Ininority anù inheriting the 
traditions of the days of Richelieu. But ,vith the 
death of Colbert, and ,vith the Revocation of the 
Edict of N antes, a marked change passes over his 
fortunes. He had reached the high-\vater mark of 
prosperity. From 1685 to 1697, he found that the 
results of his championship of the Catholic Church 
at home and abroad, ,vere distinctly disastrous for 
France, and that his audacious aggressions in the 
direction of the Rhine had aroused universal suspi- 
cion. The revocation of the Edict of N antes dealt 
a serious blo\v at French prosperity; the devastation 
of the Palatinate completed the alienation of his Ger- 
man allies, already alarmed by the seizure of Stras- 
burg and his other high-handed acts. At the conclu- 
sion of the ,val' against the European coalition brought 
together by the League of Augsburg he found him- 
self ,vhile supported by the Pope compelled to give 
up territory and postpone indefinitely his scheme for 
extending the boundary of France to the ScheIdt. 
As opposition to Spain ,vas the necessary result of 
attempts to seize the Spanish Netherlands, lVlignet's 
statement, that the "Spanish Succession question 
\vas the pivot \vhich turned the ,vhole foreign policy 
of Louis XIV.," is apt to prove misleading. 
There is no doubt that, o\ving to the ,veak health 
of Charles 11., the Spanish Succession question might 
be opened any day; it is quite true that for some forty 
years Louis looked for\vard to the opening of that 
question, and that in his dealings \\'ith the Elector of 
Bavaria, \vith the IIapsburgs, and even ,vith Rome he 
always kept the question before his eyes. 
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But till 1700 he ncver allo\\'cù the scclning iUllni- 
nence of the question to interfere ,,-ith his schemes 
in other directions. His attitude towards the \vhole 
matter \vas very different to that adopted after the 
acceptance of the famous \i\Till of Charles II. of Spain. 
Till the death of that monarch he \vas resolved to 
take advantage of the \veakness of his kingdom, and 
\vhile on the one hand appropriating portions of the 
great 'Spanish Empire, on the other hand by treaty 
arrangemen ts to provide for the partition of the 
bulk of the Spanish possessions. I'he war of Devo- 
lution, the French gains at Nimeguen, the \var of 
1682, all illustrate his determination to seize as 
much as possible of the Spanish Netherlands, \vhile 
his secret treaty of Partition in I6GS \vith Leopold, 
his treaty of 1670, his negotiations in 1687 \v_ith 
Bavaria, follo\ved later by the t\\'o famous Partition 
treaties, sho\v plainly that though the question ûf 
the Spanish succession \vas before his eyes, though 
it entered into his negotiations \vith European 
powers, it had not assumed the great importance 
which it did after the peace of Ryswick. 
J.jouis' refusal to recognise his \\'ifc's renunciations 
and his long negotiations on the subject tended un- 
doubtedly to familiarise Europe \vith the French 
claims to the Spanish inheritance, \vhile the fonna- 
tion at Madrid of a French party ready to support 
the interests of France in Spain and the pretensions 
of the French Cro\vn, testifies to the fact that Louis 
\\'as fully alive to the importance of the Spanish. 
Succession question. In 1667 he openly asserted his 
\vife's claim, not only to the greater part of .f""landers 
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and to Franchc COlnté by the JUS !Jcrz'o!utioJlÎs, but 
also in the eve
lt of Charles II.'s death to the Span- 
ish Empire. But the failure of his attempts to get 
his ,vife's renunciation formally annulled, the mar- 
riage of the Infanta Margaret to Leopold, the possi- 
bility that Charles II. might live long, all confirmed 
Louis in his intention of strengthening the position 
of France on the north-east by seizing a part, if not 
an, of the Spanish Netherlands, and of devoting 
hinlself to his general schernes of religious and polit- 
ical aggrandisement. Upon the formation of the 
League of Augsburg in 1686 it ,vas far more impor- 
tant for Louis to assure himself of the neutrality of 
Spain than to make preparations for the close union 
of the t\VO countries in the event of Charles I1.'s 
death. 
In carrying out his policy, J.jouis ,vas greatly aided 
by the position in \vhich he found France on Maza- 
rin's death, by the \veakness of some of the Euro- 
pean po,vers, by the isolation and neutrality of 
others. The EtTIperor ,vas hampered at hOlne by 
the League of the Rhine, and ,vas already occupied 
on his eastern frontiers by an attempt of the Turks 
to seize the \vhole of Hungary. England, under 
Charles 11., ,vas about to retire fro111 the command- 
ing position in Europe \vhich she o\\Ted to the firm- 
ness of Crom,vell. Spain ,\'as so ,veak that she 
could not reduce the revolted Portuguese, ,vhile 
Italy, Denlnark, and S\veden ,vere from different 
reasons unable to interfere, much less th\\'art any 
scheme of foreign policy \\'hich Louis might enter- 
tain. Louis' first object \'IdS tu illustrate in aver)' 
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practical \vay his O\Vll vie\vs as to the pos.ition \vhich 
he proposed that the monarchy of France should 
take in Europe. He claimed and secured the right 
of his ambassador to take precedence of the Spanish 
ambassador in London; he forced Alexander VII. 
to n1ake al11ple reparation for an insult offered to his 
envoy, Créqui, at Rome; he successfully obtained 
fron1 England a declaration that her claims to the 
supremacy over the sea should not extend beyond 
Cape Finisterre. Before the end of 1662 Europe 
recognised that the French preponderance ,vas an 
accomplished fact, ,vhile the aid given by Louis to 
the Emperor in 1664 at the battle of St. Gothard, 
and the successful expeditions against the Barbary 
Corsairs in 1665, demonstrated clearly the l11ilitdl y 
po\ver, as ,yell as the active Christian character of 
the ne\v 'rlgiJJ1C in France. 
In 1665 the death of Philip IV. of Spain gave a 
definiteness to Louis' foreign policy, and brought 
out clearly and distinctly his vie,vs with regard not 
only to the Spanish succes')ion, but also ,vith regard 
to the future development and extension of }'rance. 
I-Ie at once determined to occupy the whole of the 
Spanish Netherlands on behalf of his ,vife, \vhose 
claims were formulated in a Inost elaborate manner 
for the benefit of the astounded European nations. 
Louis claimed the Spanish Netherlands on the 
ground that by the JUS D l 1'i. 1 olutiollz"S, a local custom, 
his ,vife, who ,vas the only daughter of Philip IV. 
by his first lnarriage, ,vas the heiress of the Lo\v 
Countries, to the exclusion of the Infanta and 
Charles II., the children of Philip's second marriage. 
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N O\v this custoln, in accordance \vith \vhich, if a 
man married t\vice, the succession ,vent to the chil- 
dren of the first ,vife to the exclusion of those of. 
the second, referred only to private property, \vas a 
purely local custom, and \vas in force in Brabant, 
Malines, N alnur, Hainault, and perhaps one other 
province. In Luxemburg, according to the custom 
then in vogue, t\VO parts \volIld go to Charles II., 
and one part to each daughter. In Franche Comté 
the custoln \vas gavelkind. So even allowing that 
Louis \vas right in appealing to a local and private 
custom as holding good ,vith regard to the succes- 
sion, he could only enforce it in the case of a very 
fe\v of the provinces, and not throughout the Low 
Countries. 
Thus, then, the objections to I..ouis' claim \vere 
absolutely unans\verable. I I is claim, such as it "
as, 
,vas abrogated by the Act of Renunciation, \vhich 
annulled all the rights of succession. It only rested 
on a custom applicable to private rights and did not 
refer to political rights, and Inoreover the La\v of 
Devolution had nothing \vhatever to do with the 
succession to Brabant. But even in modern tilTIeS 
flimsier claims have often been successfully upheld 
if rnade \vith sufficient audacity and supported by 
clever diplomacy. And at this epoch Louis \\ras 
fortunate in his Ininisters and diplomatic agents, 
\vhile the political condition of Europe favoured the 
success of schemes of a filibustering and blackmail- 
ing character. French diplolnacy ,vas directed by 
the capable Lionne, \vhose ability renders him almost 
worthy of being ranked ,yith IVlazarin. And it \\-as 
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Lianne \vho, by his ever \vatchful diplomatic skill 
and extraordinary energy and activity, removed 
lnany of the difficulties during the ten years from 
1661- 16 7 1 , and contributed very largely to Louis' 
successes during that period. 
The object of this diplomacy \vas, \vhile advancing 
French interests in the Netherlands and elsewhere, 
to keep England and Holland neutral, to aid Por- 
tugal in its revolt against Spain, to conciliate the 
Emperor, and to overawe or gain S\veden, Denmark, 
and the German Princes. 
After Mazarin's death French diplomacy certainly 
did not sleep. During the years 1661 and 1662 
Louis at first endeavoured to induce Spain to annul 
!\Iaria Thérèsa's renunciations, and, beaten on this 
point, he used every effort to l11akc hin1self safe on 
the side of England. He clnployed :Fouquct to 
assure Charles II. that he \vould 110t combine \vith 
Philip IV., and that he regarded a marriage beÌ\vec
1 
Charles and the Infanta Catherine of Portugal and 
an Anglo-Portuguese alliance \vith favour. Both 
England and France ,,,,ere enclnies of Spain, and 
both \vere friendly to Portugal. So, in spite of a 
feeling of displeasure at Louis' amicable attitude 
towards the Dutch, there ,vas little reason for fearing 
that Charles II. \vould oppose any scheme against 
the Spanish Netherlands, especially as Louis had 
already intimated that he \vollld be prepared to 
make Charles independent of the grants of Parlia- 
ment. In November, 1662, England had sold Dun- 
kirk to the French, and though the Protestant ,vcrld 
were alarmed, Charles 11. \vas delighted at the price 
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paid, and Louis acquired fresh popularity in France. 
During the years 1663 to 1664 the rnain effort of 
Louis' diplolnacy lay in the direction of Holland. 
He hoped, as Richelieu and Mazarin had hoped be- 
fore hinl, to persuade the Dutch to agree to a par- 
tition or to SOlne arrangenlent favourable to the 
French plans vvith regard to the Spanish N ether- 
lands. The neutrality of Holland \vas of even 
greater irnportance than that of England. I?e Witt 
\vas ready to ally \vith Louis if certain obstacle
 
could be cleared away. In 1661 the Republic had 
Inade a treaty \vith Portugal, and in 1662 one ,vith 
England. But up to 1662 the attitude of France 
had been hostile. Lionne opposed the Republic on 
political, Colbert on comlTIercial grounds. Behveen 
a despotic and a free government, a Catholic and a 
Protestant people, there \vas little in common. There 
'were outstanding difficulties about fishing rights, 
tonnage duties, and the Dutch clailns on Rhynberg 
and Ravenstein. Louis' anxiety, ho,vever, to gain 
the Dutch, caused these difficulties to be slnoothed 
over, and in April, 1662, the treaty of Paris \vas 
made. It was a lnere norninal alliance, it is true, but 
it no\v became of great importance to the Dutch to 
kno\v precisely the nature of Louis' schelnes on that 
debateable land-the Spanish Netherlands. Rich- 
elieu had desired in 1635 either the establishlnent of 
an independent BclgiulTI or a partition of the Lo\v 
Countries b
tween Holland and France; Mazarin 
had thought of annexing the country to France as a 
rampart of Paris, and had attempted to exchange 
Catalonia-then in the hands of the French-for the 
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Spanish Lo\v Countries and Luxetnburg. The 
Treaty of Münster, in January, 1648, bet\veen Hol. 
land and Spain, had ruined this plan, and he had 
then fallen back on Richelieu's idea. 
DeWitt was in favour of a modern Belgium. Real. 
ising that the security of the United Provinces 
denlanded the establislllnent of a free and indepen- 
dent country bet\veen theln and France, he \vished 
to take the debateable Provinces a\vay froln Spain, 
but did not propose to hand theln over to France. 
To\vards that country his policy may be summed up 
in the \vords GalbuJl a1l1iclfJlt sed nOIl vicÙut1ll. His 
constant fear ,vas lest Spain should exchange the 
Provinces, or should be po\verless to prevent their 
annexation by France. Louis' policy, on the other 
hand, \vas either to annex all the country, or at any 
rate to d.rrange a partition \vith I-Iolland \vhich \vould 
destroy the buffer behveen the Republic and the 
:French Inonarchy. DeWitt's fears \vere thus amply 
justified, and, Inoreover, \vhen he had cleverly ob- 
tained a declaration of the Devolution plan from 
Louis, he found that his fears \vere fully confirmed. 
Though he boldly objected to the scheme he could 
do nothing Inore, and in 1664 the negotiations came 
to an end. He hoped, ho\vever, by renlaining loyal to 
the French alliance to itnpose on Louis the necessity 
of Inaking concessions, to prevent hiln from precipi- 
tating the execution of his plans, and generally to 
arrest or restrain his alnbition. These negotiations, 
like those \vith Spain, had one effect anticipated by 
Louis. Europe became accustotned to the evidence 
of the French claims, and" the lnost intelligent fore
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sa\v that Louis XIV. \\'ould take the first oppur- 
tunity of conquering the Spanish Netherlands." 
I--lis diplomacy, too, had another important effect. 
Ey his nominal alliance ,vith the Dutch he had pre- 
vented them from making any preparations against 
his aggressions, ,vhile by placing obstacles in the 
,vay of the conclusion of peace between Spain and 
Portugal the former \vas hindered from offering any 
resistance to his schemes. 
From 1664 to 1667 Louis endeavoured to gain the 
Emperor. Leopold had in 1663 arranged to marry 
the Infanta Margaret, and naturally ,vas expected 
to support Spain in opposing the policy of the 
French Court. But Louis' diplomacy haIl1pered 
the Emperor at every turn. In 1664 Louis had 
concluded treaties ,vith S\veden, Brandenburg, 
Saxony, and, l\1ainz. In 1667 he stirred up Leo- 
pold's I-I ungarian subjects to rebellion, and after the 
outbreak of the Devolution \Var he made fresh 
alliances ,\rith Mainz, Cologne, Neuburg, and the 
Bishop of !vI ünster, so as to check the passage of 
the Austrian troops into the Spanish Lo\v Countries. 
Not only \vas Spain helpless by her defeat at Villa 
Viciosa, the death of Philip IV., and the continued 
struggle \\'ith the Portuguese, not only ,vas the Em- 
peror neutralised, but the outbreak of the \var be- 
t,veen England and Holland tended still further to 
aiù Louis. It was distinctly for the interests of 
France that this \var should last as long as possible. 
Its prolongation \vould \veaken both countries, and 
during its continuance the Spanish provinces would be 
left defenceless and open to Louis' attacks. Though 
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bound by treaty to IIolland, he pursued a hesi. 
tating poJicy till he \vas forced, by fear of reconcilia- 
tion bet\veen the belligerent powers, to declare \var 
on England in January, 1666, and to send a force 
against the Bishop of M ünster. The French assist- 
ance \vas in itself of little value to the Dutch. But 
indirectly it led to some not unimportant develop- 
In en ts. 
The Swedes decided to join the English, the Danes 
allied \vith the Dutch. The Great Elector became 
alanned at the prospect of Dutch dependence on the 
French, made a treaty ,vith Holland in February, 
1666, and in October a quadruple alliance \vas formed, 
consisting of Holland, Brandenburg, Lüneburg, and 
Denmark, the object of \vhich ,,'as to relieve Holland 
of the necessity of having to place so much reliance 
on the French power. But both England and Hol- 
land ,vere ready for peace at the beginning of 1667, 
and in May a conference at Breda ,vas opened. 
l..ouis realised that it \vas titHe for hiIn to begin his 
invasion of the Spanish Lo,v Countries. Death had 
lately freed him from the restraining influence ,vhich 
Anne of Austria might have exercised upon his 
schemes, France was prosperous, the Spanish N ether- 
lands ,vere practically defenceless, ,,,hile Spain ,vas 
exhausted, at \var ,vith Portugal, and governed by 
Père Nithard, the confessor of the Regent. There 
\vas no immediate danger to be anticipated from 
England, but it was important, even though Charles 
II. had as early as February, 1666, secretly en- 
gaged not to interfere \vith Louis' designs, to strike 
the expected blo\v before peace had actually been 
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ccncluded between England and Holland. Louis \vas 
himself extremely desirous to \vÍn SOll1e Inilitary 
successes. He never considered that the glory of 
the battles \von and the to\vns taken during Maza. 
rin's régÙJle belonged to himself. Already in 1666 he 
had begun to hold inspections of his troops, and at 
Saint.Germain, at Fontainebleau, and at Vincennes 
military spectacles ,vere included in the programme 
of amusements. vVith these serious preoccupations 
he combined, as he ahvays did during most of his 
reign, a participation in the carnivals and fêtes \vhich 
took place almost every winter. The follo\\'ing list 
is a good example of the sort of life led by Louis 
during these )7ears: 1667, Jan. 5, A Pastoral Ballet; 
Jan. 6, Expedition to Versailles; Jan. 6- I 0, Ballet of 
the Muses; Jan. 12, Ballet at Paris; ] an. 22, A Re- 
vie\vat Houillc:s ; Jan. 24, Ball at Versailles; Jan. 25, 
Ballet of the Muses; Jan. 30, Grand Ball at Saint. 
Germain in th
 Cllâtea1t Neuf; Jan. 3 I, Ballet of 
the Muses; Feb) 4, l{evie\v ; Feb. 5, 14, 16, 19, Ballet 
of the Muses; Feb. 20, 28, Carnival at Versailles. 
This Ballet of the Muses ,vas first produced in Paris 
on January 2, and the King had intended to dance 
in it himself. But at the last mOlnent, ,,,hen he ,vas 
already in costume, he \vas compelled to hurry off 
to see his mother, \vho had been taken suddenly ill. 
On the 18th of May Louis left Saint.Germain to 
join the army under Turenne at Amiens. Turenne 
had formed his force into three divisions: the central 
body of 35,000 men \vas to operate bet\veen the Lys 
and the Meuse, and to lnove in the direction of 
Brussels; 8000 men under 1Ylarshal D' Aumont were 
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to operate behveen the Lys and the sea: \vhile, to 
another corps of about the same strength under 
Créqui devolved the duty of covering the right 
flank, and of observing the movements of Germany 
in the direction of Luxemburg. 
In this \var there \vere t\VO distinct calnpaigns; 
the first in the Lo\v Countries during the summer of 
1667, the second in Franche COlnté in the early part 
of 1668. The \var is remarkable on account of the 
ease ,,'ith which the French red uced, not only a large 
number of to\vns in the Spanish Netherlands, but 
also a populous and \vealthy province. It is interest- 
ing as being the first \var in ,vhich Louis himself took 
a leading part, and during its continuance Louis' 
aptitude for combining \vork and pleasure are as 
clearly illustrated as are the military skill of Tu- 
renne, the diplomacy of Lianne, the adlninistrative 
ability of Louvois, and the engineering talent of 
Vauban. 
To allay the apprehensions of Europe, Louis spoke 
of the invasion of the Spanish Lo\v Countries as a 
journey he \vas taking in order to obtain possession 
of his ,vife's inheritance, and no declaration of \var 
,vas made. Everything seemed to augur success. 
Spain, taken by surprise, could send no succours; 
there \vas little to fear froln any resistance in the 
Low Countries. Castel Rodrigo indeed SOlne time 
---- 
previously had attempted töï=aise troops in Ge
any 
in order to be in a position to offer some opposition 
to the invasion which he had long foreseen. But 
Louis' representations at Madrid, coupled ,,'ith the 
blindness and lethargy of the Spanish Court itself, 
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had rendered ineffectual these and other attempts of 
Rodrigo to prepare for the inevitable struggle. 
He had, tnoreover, neglected to seek allies, and 
had not taken any steps to utilise the services of the 
Count de Marsin, then in cOlntnand of the Spanish 
forces in the Spanish Netherlands. With only 
20,000 men at his con1mand, and those scattered 
throughout the country, it was impossible for 
Rodrigo to attempt to defend every strong place. 
He therefore determined to concentrate the larger 
part of his available forces for the defence of Brus- 
sels, and to dismantle the fortifications of many of 
the to\vns, such as Condé, Armentières, Charleroi, 
and others \vhich for lack of troops could not be 
defended. 
On the 24th of May, t\\.o days after the election 
of Alexander VIL, a French candidate, to the Papacy, 
the central portion of the forces, under the nominal 
command of the King, crossed the frontier and oc- 
cupied Armentières. Then Turenne, in order to 
mislead the enemy, left untouched the strong places 
of the ScheIdt, Cambrai, Bouchain, Valenciennes, 
and Condé, and meeting with no resistance, led the 
army to the Sambre, taking Binche on May 3 I st and 
Charleroi on June 2nd, six days after its evacuation 
by the Spaniards. 
The outer works \vere still intact, and Turenne ,vas 
so impressed by the strength of the place, lying as it 
does between N amur and Mons, that he advised 
Louis to remain there while the defences were re- 
stored under the direction of Vauban. Fifteen days 
later, on June 16th, a po\verful garrison being left 
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under the Count de l\lontal in Charleroi, the French 
army fell back on the Scheidt and in a fortnight cap- 
tured a number of strong places. D'Aumont had 
taken Bergues and Furnes, and Turenne no\v took 
Ath and Tournai before the end of June. Douai 
yielded on July 6th, and with its fall the active opera- 
tions of Turenne's force caIne to an end for a short 
time. 'Vhile D'Aumont ,vas employed in investing 
Courtrai, the capture of ,vhich \vas effected on July 
18th, Turenne's army ,vas taking a '\7eIl-earned rest, 
and Louis returned to Compiègne in order to escort 
the Queen and Court back ,vith him to Flanders. 
Douai, D'Orchies, and Tournai ,vere enabled to appre- 
ciate in some measure the glories of Saint-Germain 
and of Versailles, ,vhen they \\7itnesscd the arrival in 
their midst of the pageant of the French Court. 
As soon as the Court had departed to Arras, opera- 
tions of ,var reCOll1menced. Oudenarde, after two 
days' siege, fell on July 3 1st, and a detachment of 
troops was sent to take Dendermonde, the key of 
Brussels, Ghent, l\1aIines, and Bruges. But here the 
Spaniards sho\ved timely energy: fifteen hundred 
men ,vere thro\vn into the to'VI1 and the sluices \vere 
opened. Turenne, on his arrival on August 3rd, found 
that the approaches ,vere cut off by the ,vater, and 
after t,vo days ,vas forced to retire. Dendern10nde, 
like Amsterdam a few years later, ,vas saved by an 
in undation. This check to the French anns ,vas 
magnified in Vienna, and Louis' pride was ,vounded 
by his failure. But Europe had little titne to con- 
gratulate itself on the Dendermonde episode. On 
August loth, Turenne, who had rapidly redescended 
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the ScheIdt and effected a junction \vith D'Aumont, 
invested Lille, a place of great importance and hith.. 
erto deemed impregnable. The siege lasted seven.. 
teen days. It was defended by 2500 foot and about 
650 horse. The Governor, the Count de Brouay, a 
man of energy and resource, ,vas aided by able officers 
and supported by the burgher guard, \vhich numbered 
J 500 men. It \vas known that Castel Rodrigo would 
do all in his power to succour the besieged town, and 
as a matter of fact 12,000 men had been collect cd by 
Marsin at Y pres for that purpose. But Turenne was 
also a\vare of the possibility of relief being sent to 
Lille. Créqui was ordered to bring his men from the 
1\loselle to reinforce the royal arnlY, and the siege, 
under the superintenùence of Vauban, was opened 
,vith vigour. The latter's mode of investing a to\vn 
sho,ved a great advance on previous methods, and 
such was the rapidity ,vith \vhich the \vorks ,vere 
carried on that in a fortnight further resistance ,vas 
seen to be impossible. Early on the 27th, the 
burghers realising that there ,vas no hope of the 
arrival of reinforcements from Castel Rodrigo and 
dreading the pillage ,vhich ahvays in those days fol- 
Jowed a successful assault on a to\Vrl, begged the 
Governor to surrender. 
On his refusal they manned the ramparts and 
stopped the firing. The Governor then yielded to 
their demand, opened the gates, and Louis made a 
triumphal entry. lVlarsin, ,vith some Spanish cavalry, 
arrived too late to prevent the capitulation of the city 
and retired north\vards. Turenne, ho\vever, had ar- 
ranged for the annihilation of 1\Iarsin 9S horsen1en at 
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the hands of Créqui and Bellefonds. These officers 
succeeded in surrounding Marsin, cut a portion of 
his force to pieces, and captured fifteen hundred 
prisoners. The unexpected success of Turenne at 
Lille so alarmed Leopold that he consented to send 
troops to oppose the French, and ordered levies to 
be prepared. The French envoy at Vienna, Gre- 
monville, at once took a high tone and made hinl 
rescind the order. Delighted \vith his brilliant suc- 
cess at Lille, Louis retired to Saint-Gennain, and 
Turenne completed his share of the calnpaign by the 
capture of Alost on Septelnber 12th, after a sharp 
struggle, in \vhich five or six hundred French soldiers 
\vere kiIIed or wounded. The defcat of the garrison 
of lVlons at the end of October by Bel1efonds, then 
in command of a detachment on the frontier of 
Hainault, definitely brought the campaign to a COI1- 
cI usion. 
France had gained a line of strong places ,,-hich, 
fortified by Vauban, \vouId give her an "iron fron- 
tier" on the north-east. Early in September Louis 
joined the Queen at Arras, and then returned in 
triul11ph to Saint-Germain. Though, according to 
eye-\vitnesses, he bore his success \vith great modesty, 
a n1arked change \vas observed in his Inanner. Pre- 
\"ious to this, his first, real experience of \var he 
had shown shyness, especially when in the cOlnpany 
of the Court ladies. This shyness and a\vkward- 
Bess no\v disappeared; he began like other men 
to take the lead in conversation. His youthful 
period had cotne to an end; Louis was nO\\T a man. 
This change may be partly attributed to his caIn- 
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paigning in the Lo\v Countries; it \vas in some 
measure due to the influence of rvladame de 1\10n- 
tespan, who \vas rapidly supplanting Louise de la 
VaIlière in his favour. 
Throughout the latter half of 1667 the diplomatic 
activities of Louis never slackened. It ,vas of 
supren1e itnportance that the Rhine and its various 
passages should be closed against the possible arrival 
of the Austrian troops. It \vas requisite to allay by 
bribes or threats the uneasiness sho\vn by Branden- 
burg and S,veden at the successes of the French. 
In August the Duke of Neuburg signed a treaty 
\vith Louis, in October the Elector of Cologne did 
the same, ,yhile at the same time the Diet at Ratisbon 
refused to oppose hiln. Brandenburg, 'von over by 
gold, and S,veden, influenced by threats, declared 
their neutrality, and in January and February, 1668, 
Louis made treaties ,vith M ünster and the Elector 
of l\Iainz. These alliances ,vere secured at a very 
heavy cost. French gold \vas not only poured 
into the pockets of Gennan politicians, but Louis 
agreed to ,vithdra\v the candidature of Condé for 
the Polish throne on the abdication of Casimir, and 
to support that of the Duke of Neuburg, a relation 
of Brandenburg. 
Lastly he brought to a conclusion his negotia- 
tions with the Elnperor Leopold, and on January 
19, 1668, a secret treaty of Partition \vas signed. 
By it it \vas agreed that, on the death of Charles II. 
of Spain, Leopold \vas to have Spain, the West 
Indies, Milan, and the Tuscan Ports; Louis \vas to 
receive Naples and Sicily, the l..o\v Countries and 
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Franche Comté, Navarre and Rosas, the Eastern 
Philippines and the Spanish possessions in Africa. 
Thus secure against the intervention of Leopold, 
Louis ,vas in a position to enter upon the second 
campaign of the Devolution ,var, and to carry out 
his projects on Franche Comté. It ,vas ,vell known 
in Paris that negotiations behveen London and 
Amsterdam ,vere in progress; Castel Rodrigo, too, 
had adopted a confident tone, and had haughtily 
refused the offer of a truce. A sudden attack on 
Franche Comté would, it was thought, astonish the 
world, punish the Spaniards, and prevent a coalition 
between England and Holland. During the \vinter 
of 1667-68 preparations \vere Inadc rapidly, and 
with the utmost secrecy. Condé, the Governor of 
Burgundy, \vas received into the royal favour, and 
entrusted ,vith the execution of the design. Early 
in Decelnber he returned from the Court to Bur- 
gundy and, \vith Louvois, made most elaborate 
preparations. He infonned hitnself of the condition 
of the principal to,vns in Franche COlnté, and of the 
nun1ber and character of the troops available for the 
defence of the Province. Froln the S\viss alone ,vas 
there any chance of real opposition to Louis' attack 
on Franche Con1té, and very explicit \varnings had 
reached the S\viss Cantons from Paris. The S\viss 
were very sensitive on the subject of Franche 
COlntc, for they regarded it as a valuable barrier 
against French aggression. But the S\\Tiss ,vere, like 
the rest of Europe, cOlnpletely taken by surprise. 
Winter caInpaigns ,vere practically unkno\vn in 
European ,varfare. The nleaSl1res of I...ouvois had 
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been skilfully prepared, and the victor of Rocroi was 
again to electrify Europe. He had collected in 
Burgundy a force of fifteen thousand picked men, 
and on February 3rd he crossed the frontier. Within 
a fortnight Franche Comté ,vas in his hands. On 
J an uary 18th the serious, indefatigable, and hard- 
working Louis danced as Pleasure in a royal mas- 
querade, and as in the winter of 1666-67 concealed 
under the appearance of devotion to amusement 
his design of taking an active part in the ensuing 
can1paign. On the 2nd of February he left Paris, 
and arrived at Dijon on the 7th, having perfonned 
on horseback the journey of eighty miles in five 
days by roads more than usually detestable, o\ving 
to the \vin ter season. Rochefort, Besançon, and 
Salins had already capitulated, and Louis received 
at Dijon their submission. On February 13th he ,vas 
hin1self present at the capitulation of Dôle, the 
capital. The fall of Gray, on the 18th, \vas the final 
blo\v to the Spanish rule. On the 19th, the con- 
quest of Franche Corrité being completed, he 
returned to Saint-Germain, leaving to Condé as Gov- 
ernor of the t\VO Burgundies and to Louvois the 
task of organising the administration of the ne\v 
Province, which, as if by magic, in less than three 
weeks had been ,von by France. A populous coun- 
try had been freed from its artificial connection ,vith 
Spain, a continual danger to the French capitdl 
had been removed, and a fresh proof had been 
given of the po\ver and resources of the French 
monarchy. 
Louis' schelnes did not end \"ith the conquest of 
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Franche Comté. He meditated a further advance 
into the I...ow Countries, and a large army ,vas rapidly 
concentrated on the frontier ready to operate in 
April. 
Hut these aggressive designs ,vere suddenly 
checked. Louis' rapid successes had alarmed Eu- 
rope, and resistance to his schemes 'vas openly pre- 
pared. He no\v found opposed to him not merely 
Castel Rodrigo's men of stra\v, but a great European 
coalition. On his return to Paris from Franche 
Comté he received the formal announcen1ent of a 
Triple Alliance concluded on January 13th bet\veen 
England, Holland, and S,,,'eden. 
De \Vitt had long been convinced that the pos- 
session of Spanish Flanders by the French ,vould 
mean destruction to the prosperity of the United 
Provinces. The hostilc tariff imposed by Colbert in 
1667 had roused the strongest opposition in Hol- 
land, and the Dutch agreed ,,,ith De \Vitt that it 
,vas absolutely necessary to arrest at once the 
progress of the French arms. A coalition alone 
could resist Louis successfully. And De Witt 
turned to S\veden and England. 
In the fonner country a strenuous opposition had 
arisen to the policy of friendship \vith France, and 
De Witt succeeded in securing the promise of adhe- 
sion to any alliance fonned by England and Holland 
in favour of Spain. vVith England his task ,,,as 
equalJyeasy. Alarmed by the attack on the Lo\v 
Countries, England and Holland had hastened tu 
conclude the Peace of Breda in the sumlner of 166 7, 
and a sense of cornmon danger tended to dra\v the 
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two countries still closer together. The fall of Clar- 
endon lost to Louis his most powerful English sup- 
porter just \vhen the national feeling in England. 
irritated by the sale of Dunkirk, ,vas sho\ving itself 
fiercely opposed to the conquest of the N ether- 
lands by the French. The Triple Alliance arranged 
by Sir William Teillple, John De Witt, and Count 
Dohna expressed a finll determination on the part 
of England, Holland, and S\veden to resist any fur- 
ther encroachments of Louis XIV. The three 
po\vers bound themselves to obtain a cessation of 
anllS till the end of May, on the basis of the propo- 
sals already made by Louis for the restoration of 
peace bet\veen Spain and France, to prevent any 
further extension of the French conquests, and 
agreed, if Louis refused to adopt their proposals, to 
attack hitll by sea and land. 
The three po\vers had, ho\vever, a difficult task 
before theill. To induce Spain to allo\v the greater 
part of the Lo\v Countries to be saved froill con- 
quest \vas as difficult a task as to check a powerful 
king like Louis in his victorious career. Fully con- 
scious of the seriousness of a crisis \vhich had be- 
come of European importance, the allies compelled 
Spain to agree to peace and to accept one of the 
" alternatives" already proposed by Louis six 
months previously, viz., that he should either keep 
his conquests in the Netherlands, or receive Franche 
Comté with Aire, St. Orner, and Cambrai. After 
many delays Castel Rodrigo, ,,,ho \vas averse to 
peace and hoped to continue the \var \vith the as- 
sistance of England and Holland, de.cided to leave 
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to Louis the to\vns \vhich he had already conquered. 
\Vhile the country \vhich \vas being saved against its 
,vill \vas accepting the terms of peace \vith a very 
bad grace, the negotiations at Paris \vere beset \vith 
difficulties. Louis. advisers \vere divided on the 
question of peace or war. Turenne, Condé, and 
Lou vois \vere anxious to take the allies by surprise, 
to overrun the Netherlands, and to refuse the pro- 
posals of the Triple Alliance; Colbert and Lionne 
advised moderation on the ground that for a general 
European \var France was not prepared in the lllat- 
ter of funds, lllilitary stores, or alliances. Finally, 
after much doubt and deliberation, Louis consented 
to treat 011 the basis \vhich he had already indi- 
cated, but only agreed to a cessation of arms till the 
end of March. A large and imposing army in sev- 
eral divisions \vas assembled on the frontier ready 
to march as soon as the negotiations broke do\vn. 
The feeling in Paris was decidedly \varlike. Louis 
\vas furious on discovering the existence of the arti- 
cle in the secret treaty in \vhich the allies had agreed, 
if Louis refused their proposals, to attack him by 
land and sea, and he ,vas especially irritated at the 
attitude taken up by a small republic like Holland. 
Hence he readily listened to the counsel of those 
\vho pointed out that Spain ,vas exhausted and 
could not send any reinforcements, that the allies 
,vould be po\verless to prevent the entire conquest 
of the Netherlands, and that he could trust to his 
diplomacy to sow discord and dissension among his 
foes. 
On the other hand there \-vas much in the condi- 



1668] 


The Tl'"ar of Devolutlon. 


159 


tion of Europe to Jnake l..ouis hesitate before unit. 
ing the great powers against him in a strong coali. 
tion. Spain had on February 13, 1668, hastened to 
make peace \vith and to recognize the independence 
of Portugal. The influence of l-irance in the latter 
country had been replaced by that of England. 
Sweden had definitely confirmed the engagement 
already provisionally made to join England and 
Holland, and the Triple Alliance had becoille an ac- 
con1plished fact. Moreover military operations in 
Spain, England, and Holland \vere being steadily 
pushed on, and this fact undoubtedly contributed 
to decide Louis to postpone the continuance of the 
war and the attempted realisation of his plans to a 
season \vhen there should be less unanimity among 
the great European states. 
Holland, England, and Spain \vere indeed fully 
aroused, and Louis' decision \vas probably a wise 
one. In Holland naval and military preparations 
,vent hand in hand, in England the Parliament was 
prepared to vote large additional sums for the 
equipment of the fleet, even in Spain it ,vas arranged 
that Don John of Austria as Governor of the 
Netherlands should at once take ten thousand men 
,vith hilll to the Lo\v Countries and offer a strenu- 
ous resistance to the French armies. 
But \vhat probably \veighed more than anything 
\vith Louis in favour of a peaceful solution \vas his 
secret treaty of January 19, 1668, \vith Leopold. 
Charles II. of Spain seeilled likely to die any day; 
he had no children, and in the event of his death 
the succession to the Spanish dominions would be 
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thrown open. For this contingcncy Louis \vag 
ready. He and Leopold had agreed upon the tenllS 
of the division and by those terms Louis \\'ould 
become o\vner of Franche Comté and the Lo,,, 
COll 11 tries. 
At length on the acceptance by Castel Rodrigo of 
the second alternative, the treaty of Aix-Ia-Cha- 
pelle \vas signed on May 29, 1668, and the ,var \"hich 
had fallen so suddenly upon Europe came almost 
as unexpectedly to an end. I.Jouis' \visdom in Inak- 
ing peace admits of little doubt. I fad he persisted 
in "Tar he \vollld most certainly have brought upon 
himself a po\verful coalition of \vhich England \vould 
have been a leading member. English and Dutch 
\\Titers have till quite lately been aln10st unanÏ1110us 
in ascribing Louis' decision in favour of peace to the 
efforts of the rfriple Alliance. French \vriters are 
equally certain that the existence of the secret treaty 
\vith I..Jeopold ,vas the Inain cause of Louis' l11odera- 
tion. The truth probably lies behveen the t\VO as- 
sertions. The Triple Alliance gave force to the advice 
of Colbert and Lionne; the kno\vledge of his treaty 
with Leopold decided Louis to postpone for a short 
\vhile the realisation of his schemes and to take \vhat 
seemed to be a step back\vard; the peace between 
Spain and Portugal impressed upon him the advisa- 
bility of \vaiting till he could by diplomacy break 
up the coalition \vhich had been formed against 
him, \vhile the fear of a rising of the II uguenots in 
France may have strengthened his decision in favour 
of peace. The peace of Aix-Ia-Chapelle \vas only 
an armistice, but an armistice \vhich proved invalu- 
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able to France and disastrous to the United 
Provinces. The Triple Alliance had been the re- 
sult of a combination of circumstances which were 
not likely to repeat themselves. Of the three allies 
Holland had by her action incurred the greatest 
risk, for Holland lay in a precarious position be- 
t\veen the commercial hostility of England and the 
political, religious, and commercial antagonism of 
France. Louis had every intention of continuing 
his annexations at a very early date and indeed at 
the expense of the United Provinces. When the 
hour of her trial came Holland ,vas to find that of 
the great European nations the only ally on ,vhom 
she could depend ,vas her former enemy Spain. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


THE 'VAR OF 167
. 


1672-1678. 


HE treaty of Aix-Ia-Chapelle 
'vas merely a truce. The alli- 
ance bet\veen England, Hol- 
land, and Sweden ,vas built 
upon no sure foundation, and 
,vas unlikely to hold good for 
any length of time. The inter- 
ests of England and Holland 
,vere in the l11atter of trade di- 
ametrically opposed; Charles 
II. himself disliked the Dutch on account of their 
republican tendencies; the necessity of offering a 
determined resistance to French policy was by no 
means fully realised in England, and the aims and 
general tendency of Louis' schemes 'v ere in no 
degree understood. Sweden had, as it were, been 
accidentally dra\vn into the Triple Alliance, and it 
\vas unlikely that S\veden, since Richelieu's days so 
I
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closely allied to France and ahvays so keenly appre- 
ciative of the pecuniary advantages of the French 
connection, \vould long remain in a position from 
\vhich she could gain little or nothing. Though it 
is easy at the present day to analyse the causes for 
the isolation of Holland in 1672, he 'would have 
been a very \vise Inan who could at that time have 
foretold that \vithin three years a League \vhich had 
been celebrated \vith bonfires \vould be broken up, 
and t\VO of its members in open hostility to the 
third. Clifford had indeed asserted that there must 
be another war, but he never for a moment expected 
that the Triple Alliance \vould crulnble a\vay so 
soon. The men of that day had not yet realised the 
extent of the resources of Louis XIV. Though 
throughout his long reign Louis sho\ved an extraordi- 
nary aptitude for diplomacy and remarkable \visdom 
in his choice of agents, he never sho\ved more consum- 
mate diplomatic skill than \vhen he set to ,,'ork to 
isolate the Dutch Republic. Everything connected 
\vith the \var, the diplomacy that preceded it, the 
elaborate l11ilitary preparations, the skilful manner 
in \vhich the peace of Nimeguen ",ras concluded, the 
constant ebb and flow of the struggles bet\veen rival 
cliques at the Court interfering often considerably 
\vith successes in the field-all admirably illustrate 
Louis' strength and weakness. \tVe note the enor- 
mous trouble taken about the smallest details, the 
precision \vith \-vhich the carefully planned arrange- 
ments were carried out, and the bombastic manner 
\vith which small successes were translated into bril.. 
lian t victories. 
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The motives \vhich led Louis into making his 
famous attack on the Dutch \vell exemplify the 
curious mixture of greatness and pettiness \vhich 
tneet us at every turn in studying the life of the 
Gralld J1IoJlarquc. 
Though the Dutch had frequently proved most 
useful allies of France, they had incurred the resent- 
ment of Louis for their action on t\VO occasions. By 
making \vith Spain the treaty of Münster in January, 
1648, they had checkmated 1\1azarin and saved the 
Spanish Netherlands from annexation or partition. 
Again, in 1668, by joining in the Triple Alliance 
they had checked }.;'rance in the realisation of her 
schemes against the Lo\v Countries. In addition, 
the close proxitnity to France of republicans \vhose 
publications \vere strongly antitnonarchical, and 
\vhosc cotnmerce had brought their country to.a 
high pitch of prosperity, jarred upon Louis' ten- 
derest feelings. The republic \vas founded upon a 
revolt from the King of Spain and from the Church 
of ROlne. Colbert had already attacked the United 
Provinces by hostile tariffs, \vhich, he expected, 
\vould ruin their trade. To destroy this republican 
nest and to restore the Catholic religion seemed to 
Louis an object \vorthy of a Catholic king. 
But behind the political and commercial jealousy 
and the intolerant hatred \vhich made the attdck on 
the United Provinces seetn a mere act of revenge, 
there \vere deeper and more statesmanlike forces at 
\vork. The object of the Devolution \\'ar had been 
to acquire the Spanish Netherlands, and the four 
years succeeding the treaty of Aix-Ia-Chapelle had 
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only increased the determination of Louis anù his 
advisers to annex that country. The real object of 
the \var against the Dutch was the annexation of 
the Spanish Lo\v Countries, though the various cir. 
cum
tances already mentioned diverted attention 
from the real meaning of the attack. 
Had the ultimate intention of Louis been even 
suspected, his carefully erected system of alliances 
\vould have fallen like a pack of cards. I-I is plan of 
operations \vas, ho\vever, so arranged as to hood. 
\vink Europe. The surest ,vay to annex the Span- 
ish Netherlands \vas first of all to conquer, if possi- 
ble, the Dutch, and that being accomplished the 
helpless Spanish Provinces could offer but a feeLle 
resistance to the French anns. Vie\ved in its rela- 
tion to the ultimate annexation of the Spanish 
Netherlands by France the Dutch \var was a mere 
continuation of the \var of Devolution, and Louis 
\vas carrying on by new methods the policy of 
Richelieu and Mazarin. In 1G72 I--Iolland \v
s the 
only obstacle in the way of the realisation of the 
policy of extending the F'rench boundaries on the 
north-east. But after the calnpaign \vas begun pas- 
sion and arrogance carried Louis and Louvois too 
far, and instead of being content \vith \veakening 
IIolland to the extent of rendering her unable to 
aid or to defend the Spanish Netherlands, they ap- 
peared to Europe to be bent on the annihilation of 

 Protestant country merely on ground.., of political, 
commercial, and religious jealousy. 
Neither Richelieu nor 1\1azarin \vould probably 
ha:.re attacked the United Provinces. Not being 
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blinded by religious enthusiasln they \verc able to 
appreciate the effect of religious forces upon the 
stability of old alliances. It ,vas Louis' inability 
to gauge the strength of religious conviction that 
resulted in his failure to secure the main object of 
the \var, and in his ultilnate desertion of many 
of the principles ,vhich had guided Richelieu and 
l\Iazarin. 
In arriving at the determination to subdue I-Iol- 
land, Louis, though acting consistently \vith his o\vn 
programme, \vas in part deserting the policy inaug- 
urated by Francis I. and follo\ved by Richelieu and 
Mazarin. Hitherto France had taken up a moderate 
position-Catholic at home and Protestant abroad. 
She had held the balance bet\veen Protestantism 
and Catholicism on the continent. She had been 
careful to ally ,vith the Dutch and to keep up 
friendly relations with the North German princes, 
and by this Ineans to hamper and ,veaken the IIouse 
of Hapsburg. 
In attacking Holland Louis ,vas adopting a policy 
which was sure in the end to alienate his North 
German allies. It was just at this time, too, that 
Louis, deserting the tolerant policy of his predeces- 
sors, began that course of persecution of the I--I ugue- 
nots which, culminating with the revocation of the 
Edict of N antes, entirely alienated Protestant 
Europe. The process of converting France into a 
Catholic as \vell as an absolute l11onarchy, \vent on 
simultaneously \vith his attempt to undermine if 
not to annihilate Protestantism on the continent. 
Carried away by a sincere desire to \vin brilliant 
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triumphs for the Church and by a \vish to pose as 
the leading supporter and benefactor of the Church, 
he entered upon a course which was destined to 
bring imH1easurabie evils upon France, and to unite 
Europe in a determination ,vhich grew in intensity 
from 1672 to 1713 to repress the Bourbon po\ver. 
"In Holland," says Mignet, "the old political sys- 
tem of France made ship\vreck." 
But Louis, young, ardent, surrounded by flatter- 
ers, and \vell served by generals and able ministers, 
recked of none of these things. No sooner was the 
peace of Aix-Ia-Chapelle signed than he began to 
undermine it. "The years between 1668 and 1672," 
says Calnille Rousset, "\vere years of preparation, 
\vhen Lionne \vas labouring ,vith all his might to find 
allies, Colbert to find money, and Louvois soldiers 
for Louis." England ,vas first gained. But the 
secret negotiations \vhich \vere undertaken in this 
important affair lasted t\VO years. Charles II. \vas 
convinced that he could never hope to be absolute 
until Catholicism ,vas tolerated and recognised in 
England. He himself follo,ved the example of 
hi" brother James, and became a Catholic early in 
IG6g, and that step taken Louis at once offered him, 
on condition of aid against the Dutch, every possi- 
ble assistance in establishing despotic government in 
England. 
The conduct of the English Parliament in voting 
him an inatlequate sum of money in the autumn of 
16G9, and the influence of Henrietta of Orleans 
swept a\vay Charles' last scruple, and on June I, 
16ïO, the treaty of Dover marked Louis' great diplo.. 
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matic triumph and the break up of the Triplc Alli- 
ance. Without England a successful attack on 
Holland would have been impossible. The English 
ships alone were capable of coping \vith the Dutch 
fleet, \vhich could easily have destroyed the French 
commerce. The alliance ,vith England was, indeed, 
of incalculable value to Louis, who would have had 
little chance of carrying out his schemes had Crom- 
\vell and not Charles II. ruled in London. Thus \vas 
accomplished the first and most important step in 
the realisation of a policy of shattering the Triple 
Alliance, gaining or neutralising the European 
states, and destroying a small republic. 
Lionne was largely responsible for the success of 
the negotiations for securing England's withdra\val 
from the Triple Alliance, but the final scenes of the 
drama which ended with Charles' assent to the 
treaty \vere enacted by Henrietta of Orleans. To 
cover her mission to England, Louis made a 
triumphal progress through the newly conquered 
towns in the north, taking \vith him his Queen and 
Madame de Montespan. 
Greater difficulty was experienced in detaching 
Sweden from the Triple Alliance, and Lionne died 
before his negotiations had been brought to a suc- 
cessful issue. But the ill-judged economy of the 
Dutch and the efforts of Lionne's successor, Arnauld 
de Pomponne, ably supported by Courtin and the 
English Coventry, at last won an important diplo- 
matic victory over the ambassadors of Austria, Bran- 
denburg, Spain, and Holland. Sweden, poor and 
intensely jealous of Denn1ark, ,vas to receive a large 
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sum of Inoney down c\nù an annual subsidy of 

 150,000, and Denmark was not to be included in 
the alliance. For this she was to hold North Ger- 
many in check, and to send an army into Pomerania. 
The treaty was only signed in l\lay, 1672-a month 
before the attack on Holland began. 
'The untimely death of the attractive Duchess of 
Orleans hardly a month after the completion of the 
treaty of Dover, had not checked Louis' prepara- 
tions in the slightest degree. In August he occupied 
Lorraine, asserting as a justification the Duke's in- 
trigues with Holland. He had already succeeded- 
\vhere Mazarin had failed-in securing the neutrality 
of Bavaria, and hoped to obtain the Elector's assist- 
ance in the execution of his schemes with regard 
to the Imperial throne and the Spanish succession. 
In October, 1671,Osnabrück promised aid, and in 
November of the same year the Emperor Leopold 
signed a treaty of neutrality. In the early months 
of 1672, the alliance \vith England was dr3.\vn still 
closer, and Cologne and Münster made offensive 
treaties with Louis. The Elector Palatine \vas 
secured, and at the end of the year Brunswick. 
Lüneburg joined in the opposition to Holland. 
Louis had nothing to fear from Germany; Mainz and 
Trèves were, like Denmark and Saxony, neutral, 
though the neutrality of the two latter was of a hos- 
tile character. The Dutch could do little to avert 
the storm, in spite of the fact that De Witt had been 
from 1671 well aware of the attack about to be made 
on his country. In March, 1672, a Dutch merchant 
fleet ,vas attacked by Admirall-Iomes without \varn. 
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ing, and four days later England declared ,var. The 
Dutch could only rely on Brandenburg and Spain. 
The latter had made a defensive treaty with Holland 
in December, 1671, and the former promised, on May 
2, 1672, to bring to their assistance 22,000 men. 
Louis' military preparations ,vere no less minute 
than his political arrangements had been. The occu- 
pation of Lorraine assured him the frontier on the 
side of Germany, and a quarrel bet\veen the inhabi- 
tants of Cologne and their Archbishop gave Lou- 
vois an excuse for making the strong positions of 
Neuss and Kaisenverth depôts for the French anny. 
There, after three skilfully contrived treaties \vith the 
Elector of Cologne, he had stored in 1671 large quan- 
tities of grain, po\vder, and arms of all kinds. 
Just before the actual outbreak of the ,var a curi- 
ous attempt 'vas made to divert the elaborate prepa- 
rations into another channel. The philosopher 
Leibnitz ,,'as sent by the Elector of l\Iainz to present 
to Louis a schelne for the conquest of Egypt-the 
Holland of the East-and of the Indies. Had Louis 
follo\ved the advice of Leibnitz the control of the 
Mediterranean trade ,vould have fallen into F'rench 
hands. Bonaparte's famous attempt to ruin the 
British Elnpire by occupying Egypt came too late. 
\Ve have no proof that l..ouis gave any attention to 
this proposal of Leibnitz. Pomponne, ho\vever, ,vrote 
to the Elector that" projects for holy \vars had ceased 
to be fa.:;hionable since the days of Saint Louis." 
Haying thus failed in his endeavour to preserve the 
peace of Europe the Elector took up the cause of 
the Dutch and prepared to aid them by diplomacy. 
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\Yar ,vas declared against the U nitcJ Provinces on 
April 6th anù a lllcdal ,vas struck cOlnlnel11orating 
the victory 'which Louis \vas about to ,vin. The in- 
scription bore the motto Evexi sed discutia1Jl and the 
n1eclal represented the sun dispersing by his beal11s 
the vapours from a morass. On April 28th Louis left 
Saint-Gennain, and ,vent by Nanteuil, Soissons, Laon, 
l\farle, and Aubenton to Rocroi, arriving there on 
J\1ay 2d. From Rocroi ,vere issued the first set of 
the elaborate orders \vhich regulated the campaign 
of 1672. 
The anny, a portion of \vhich Louis n1et at 
Rocroi, ,vas ,vorthy of a Inightier foe than Holland. 
Under Louvois and Turenne it had been con1pletely 
reorganised and ,vas in a high state of discipline. 
After the conclusion of the peace of the Pyrenees 
very drastic changes had been brought about. Up 
to this tinle the annies \vere either bodies of free 
lances collected round a particular general, and look- 
ing to him for pay, or a kind of anned militia ,vhich 
regarded soldiering as a sort of interlude, not as a 
profession. The arnIY ,vas no\v improved at the ex- 
pense of the 111ilitia and organised into a standing 
force. It ,vas divided into brigades, regiments, bat- 
talions, and squadrons. Generals \vcre given abso. 
lute po\vers and the officers ,vere placed under careful 
supervision. The household troops had been sub- 
jected to drastic refonns and ,vere no\v an effective 
branch of the service, and a body of engineers ,vas 
being organised by Vauban. Louvois also insisted 
upon the forcible enroltnent of the nobility and gen- 
try, he introduced a new s}"ste:n of drill which '\Tas 
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perfected by l\lartinet, he began a systcln of pay- 
ment, he fonned a cOl11missariat, and l11ade hospital 
arrangelnents suitable for large armies. 
Carefully trained under the eye of Turenne the 
I-i"rench infantry had become the best in Europe. It 
had nearly trebled in nun1bers, and ,vas far superior 
to the cavalry in iInportance. As a fighting machine 
the French artlly had no equal and Europe 'was soon 
to recognise and iInitate the changes \vhich had 
so completely transformed the n1ilitary systen1 of 
France. The can1paign of 1667 had first sho\\'n the 
enorn10US progress Inade by the :French anny since 
the death of l\1azarin, but it \vas not till the Dutch 
,var that the full import of the reforms of Louvois 
and Turenne ,vas realised. '[he excellence of the 
arrangen1ents, the discipline of the regiments, and 
the preponderance of infantry ,vere clearly mani. 
fested during the invasion of the Dutch l")rovinces. 
"It ,vas," said Napoleon, "a ne'\v era in ,var:' 
Turenne and Condé \vere placed in comInand of 
the forces and Vauban accompanied the army to 
direct the capture of to\vns. Turenne's plans ,vere 
adl11irable and the calnpaign \vas in its earlier phases 
one triulnphal march. The King l11arched down the 
Sambre and Meuse. At Viset he crossed the river 
\vhile Turenne masked lVlaestricht by capturing 
Maseick and T ongres. 
On the 31st of May, the n1ain French anny \\'as at 
N euss and Inoving down the Rhine rapidly crossed 
that river at Tolhuys on June 12th, after a slight 
skirmish \vith the Dutch. Though Napoleon spoke 
of this fact as " an operation of the fourth class," it 
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THE PASSAGE OF THE RHINE. 
(From a collection of prints of Louis XIV.'s campaigns.) 
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\vas regarded by the inhabitants of Paris as a bril- 
liant feat of anTIs. Up to this point the advice of 
Turenne had been follo\ved. Had the army or even 
a small portion of it advanced rapidly the \var would 
have been over in a fe\v days. The Y ssel had been 
crossed and there \vas practically no serious obstacle 
to the capture of Alnsterdam. But the influence of 
Louvois acting upon the predilections of the King 
for siege warfare saved Holland and averted a step 
\vhich \vould have changed the \vhole course of 
European history. 
j\gainsl the advice of Turenne \vho rightly \vished 
to push on and take Utrecht and Amsterdam, Louis 
insisted on turning aside and \vasting precious time 
in reducing the forts on the Y ssel-an easy ,yay of 
securing certain triulnphs \vhich enabled him to pose 
as a great \varrior. He failed at a critical moment 
to grasp the position and laid hilnsclf open to the 
charge of being defective in understanding and cour- 
age. Louvois must also take his share of the blame 
for this extraordinary blunder. Carried a\vay by the 
luere pride of po\ver, he seeIns to have thought that 
the complete overthrow of Holland was assured. His 
advice to Louis at this juncture proved most disas- 
trous, and his presumption may be said to have 
destroyed all chance of a successful campaign. 
It is difficult to understand \vhy Turenne \vas un- 
able to protest successfully against \vhat he must 
have kno\vn \vas a most fatal blunder. But he had 
been sent to \vatch the movements of the Great 
Elector, \vhile Louis \vho took up his quarters at 
Utrecht, failed to see the iITIportance of seizing 
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1Iuyden, \vhich commanded the chief sluices of the 
district, and before his advisers themselves had real- 
ised the effects of delay the dykes had been cut, the 
sluices had been opened, and Alusterdam ,vas saved. 
Three things, it has been said, saved the Dutch- 
an inundation, a revolution, and a coalition. No 
one could possibly have foreseen anyone of these at 
the beginning of the year. Up to the" passage of 
the Rhine" the Dutch Republic had ranked ,vith the 
gredt monarchies of Christendolu, the rule of John 
de 'Vitt seemed \vell established, and Europe gener- 
ally never drealut of a sudden catastrophe cOIning 
upon so prosperous and stable a government as ,vas 
that of the United Provinces. 
But Louis' rapid and successful Iuarch upset all 
calculations. A month sufficed to place at his Inercy 
the flourishing republic. History affords fe\v ex- 
amples of so sudden a do\vnfall of a hitherto prosper- 
ous state. "The great and astonishing progress 
\vhich IllY armies had 111ade in so short a tilue," 
\vrites Louis XIV., " the idea and forebodings of cer- 
tain ruin and the general overthro\v of the republic, 
the small reliance there ,vas to be placed in a ne\v and 
depreciated anny, cOlll111anded by an inexperienced 
young man, all these sad and hopeless reflections be- 
\vildered the Dutch, and put them beside thelll- 
selves." This \vas no doubt true as far as the Dutch 
population "'as concerned, but John de \Yitt had at 
an early period seriously considered the possibility 
of having to defend Holland by means of inunda- 
tions. After the" passage of the Rhine" the Coun- 
cil of Amsterdam themselves admitted the seriousness 
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of the crisis, but it ,vas not till] une 15th that it \vas 
decided that the country surrounding Amsterdam 
,vas to be in undated. The inundation begun on 
June 15th \vas nearly cOlnpleted by June 20th. Such 
an act of heroism had not been expected by Louvois. 
"His IVlajesty," he had \vritten shortly before the 
cutting of the dykes, "\vill be able in eight days to 
send troops to pillage The Hague and the to,,'ns of 
I-Iolland \vhich cannot be inundated in the dry 
\veather \ve have no\v." Grémonville, the French 
aInbassador at Vienna, ,vas furious at the audacity 
of the Dutch in preferring" to ruin and destroy thcir 
country and their subjects, and to expose themselves 
to the danger of being dro\vned, rather than submit 
to so glorious and triuInphant a conqueror." 
Louis himself recognised the courage and heroism 
of the Dutch. "The determination to flood the 
\vhole country," he writes, ",vas certainly rather 
violent, but \vhat would not one do to save oneself 
from foreign dOlnination." 
The immediate ruin of the republic had indeed 
been averted. She could no,v await the continuance 
of the \var or make proposals of pcace. But public 
opinion in Holland delnanded a change of govern- 
Inent. On July 3d the Perpetual Edict \vas abro- 
gated, and on the 4th the Prince of Orange \vas 
proclaitned Stadtholder and Captain, and Admiral- 
General of Holland. On June 26th the States.. 
General had unanimously voted for making peace 
\vith the King of France, and though the change of 
government implied a rising feeling in favour of 
resistance, William felt bound to continue the nego- 
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tiations. But the baneful influence of Louvois 'vas 
once more seen to the great disadvantage of France. 
The Dutch plenipotentiaries on behalf of the States- 
General offered to Louis, \vho \vas then at Ameron- 
gen near Utrecht, Maestrecht and the Rhine to\vns, 
undertaking also to pay 600,000 francs towards the 
cost of the \\-ar. 
\Vhen Louvois treated these offers with scorn they 
increased their concessions. Louis in exchange for 
the to\vns conquered in the provinces of Utrecht, 
Oberyssel, and Guelders should have not only l\iaes- 
tricht and the to\vns on the Rhine, but also all towns 
held by the Dutch outside the seven provinces, such 
a5 Breda, Bois-Ie-Due, and Bergen-op-Zoom. The sum 
offered should also be increased to 10,000,000 francs. 
Had I..ouis accepted these terms he \vould have 

ecurcd the country separating the United Provinces 
from the Spanish Netherlands from the Meuse to 
the lTIouth of the Scheidt, the subjugation of the 
Spanish Netherlands \vould only have been a ll1atter 
of tilne, and arnple vengeance ,vould have been 
\vreaked upon the Dutch. Pomponne strongly 
urged the acceptance of these tenns. But by 
Louvois' advice Louis made additional demands. 
The frontier of the United Provinces ,vas to be \vith- 
dra\vn to the ,\1 ahal, and all fortified to\vns on the 
river \vere to be placed at his disposal, or dislllantled. 
Delfzyl and its dependencies \vere also to be given 
up and transferred by him to England. All edicts 
unfavourable to French commerce were to be re- 
voked, and a treaty of commerce was to be concluded 
regulating the interests of the East and vVest India 
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Companies of France clnd Holland. A \\
ar in.. 
demnity of 10,500,000 florins \vas to be paiù, and 
lastly an embassy \vas to be sent to France once 
a year to present Louis \vith a gold medal, the 
n10tto on \vhich \vas to convey to him thanks for 
having "left to the United Provinces the inde- 
pendence \vhich the kings, his predecessors, had 
enabled her to acquire." These demands \vould if 
complied \vith have destroyed the colonial po\ver of 
the United Provinces, ruined their trade, and over- 
thro\vn their constitution. 
There \vas a general impression at the l
'rench 
calnp and also in Paris that the King \\Tould obtain 
all these demands. "The King \vill return Count 
of Holland," \\Trote Madame de Sévigné-" the only 
impossibility to his Majesty is to find enemies to 
resist him." Louvois too \vas confident that the 
Dutch dared not refuse the }'rench terms. Hut 
Louvois entirely misunderstood the character of the 
Dutch people. In breaking off the negotiations \\Tith 
Louis the States-General fully endorsed the avo\\Ted 
opinion of De Groot that he " \vould sooner die than 
accept such terms from France." Louis had taken a 
false step and the consequences \vere serious. From 
a military point of vie\v the operations against the 
Dutch \vill ahvays be interesting. Turenne's plans 
for the invasion of the United Provinces, the mask- 
ing of Maestricht and the capture of Nimeguen are 
in themselves sufficient to make the can1paign cele- 
brated. But the real object of the ,,'ar had not been 
gained, and a series of political blunders of the first 
magnitude had been perpetrated. 
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Louis hall failcd through yielding tu the advice of 
Louvois. His original intention had been to rest 
satisfied ,,,ith a reasonable triumph. "The daily 
progress of my army," he had written to Grémon- 
ville, " puts me in a position to impose any conditions 
I please on the States, but I ,vish to listen to the 
promptings of my o\vn generosity so far as is con- 
sistent \vith authority and the just rights of victory." 
Even when he had had ample proof of the des- 
perate resistance which the country was prepared 
to make he seems to have been carried a,vay and 
intoxicated by success. . This is his o\vn explanation 
of the mistake he made in not accepting the terms 
offered him by the Dutch plenipotentiaries. " The 
proposals Jl1ade to me," he ,,,rote in later days, 
" \vere very advantageous, but I never could make 
up my mind to accept them." And as a further 
explanation he again wrote in his account of the 
campaign of 1672 :-" Posterity may believe if it 
choose in my reasons for so acting, and can at its 
pleasure ascribe my refusal to my ambition and the 
desire for vengeance for the injuries I had sustained 
from the Dutch. I shall not justify myself. Ambi- 
tion and glory are ahvays pardonable in a prince, 
and particularly in a prince so young and so ,yell 
treated by fortune as I was." 
By the end of July the inundations had brought 
military operations for the moment to a standstill, 
\vhile the rejection by \Villiam of the proposals of 
peace and the gathering together of an alartned 
Europe necessitated Louis' return to France. But 
before he departed he again yielded to Louvois' 
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baneful advice and released SOlne twenty thousand 
Dutch prisoners. This course ,vas adopted contrary 
to the counsel of Condé and Turenne, but appar
 
ently thinking he had nothing to fear from so feeble 
a po\ver as IIolland had proved 
tself, Louis \vith a 
misplaced generosity \vhich some \vriters have de- 
scribed as bravado follo\ved the recommendation of 
Louvois, though he soon regretted his resolution. 
"I took my departure for France," he \vrote, 
" having nothing to reproach myself ,vith excepting 
the extreme indulgence which I showed to nearly 
t\venty thousand prisoners of ,var by sending thenl 
back to Holland, ,vhere they formed the principal 
force ,vhich that republic has since employed against 
me." \Vith this la,-;t blunder to ponder over Louis re.. 
turned early in August to Saint-Germain, leaving 
Turenne in command of the army, Luxemburg go v.. 
ernor of Utrecht, Lorge governor of Guelders, and 
d'Estrades governor of the Rhine to,vns. He received 
an enthusiastic welcome, as a conqueror returning 
from his victorious campaign. A triumphal arch 
,vas erected in Paris, ,vhile a gate at Saint- Denis 
and paintings in Versailles perpetuated the remem- 
brance of his victories. Medals, too, ,vere struck in 
his honour, one of ,vhich represented him" mounted 
on the Chariot of the Sun passing rapidly through 
its t\velve houses exemplified by t,velve of the to\vns 
he had conquered." 
But fêtes could not conceal the real failure of the 
French policy and the dangers ,vhich in consequence 
threatened France. Louis had indeed lost a mag- 
nificent chance of bringing the war to a glorious 
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conclusion, and he had now to face the results of 
that mistake. 
The safety of the republic which had been partly 
provided for by the inundation and the revolution 
,vas no\v to be amply secured by the formation 
of a po\verful European coalition. In face of the 
alliances which ,vere being made to aid the United 
Provinces Louis' presence at Saint-Germain was im- 
peratively demanded. ': The entry of Louis XIV. 
into the Spanish Lo\v Countries (in 1667) had," says 
Mignet, " ala rmed the United Provinces; the in- 
vasion of the United Provinces alarmed Europe." 
Leopold had already on June 23d l11ade an alli- 
ance ,vith the Great Elector for the preservation of 
the peace of Westphalia, and in October he made 
another \vith the States-General. H encefonvard the 
object of the ,var is changed. It is no longer a mere 
contest against Holland; it becomes a \var bet,veen 
France and a European coalition. In this-a prac- 
tically ne,v war in ,vhich Europe showed that it 
fully realised the danger from the French monarchy, 
Louis worked to achieve military glory, and he had 
the satisfaction in the summer of 1673 of being 
present when Vauban besieged and took Maestricht. 
It was unlikely after such an event, and especially 
,vhen Turenne had compelled the Elector of Bran- 
denburg, who believed himself abandoned by the 
En1peror and feared for hJs possessions in vVest- 
phalia, to make peace in July, that Louis would con.. 
sent to any reasonable arrangement ,vith the Dutch, 
such as might have been come to through the 
mediation of S\veden at the Conference of Cologne, 
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\vhich sat from June, 1673, to March, 1674. And so 
the ,var ,vent on fiercely at three centres, in the Low 
Countries, in Franche-Comté, and in Alsace and the 
Palatinate. 
A nevv coalition ,vas formed in August, 1673, con- 
sisting of the Empero.r, the Dutch, Lorraine, and 
Spain. The capture of Bonn by the allies in N 0- 
velnber ,vas an event, the importance of which can- 
not be overestilnated. Cologne and M ünster were 
forced to ,vithdra,v from their association \vith 
Louis, \vhile Trèves and Mainz readily joined the 
coalition. The whole of Germany began to show 
signs of opposition and England's alliance wavered. 
In spite, ho,vever, of these defections, in spite of 
the adhesion of Denmark to the coalition in January, 
1674, and in spite of the still more important fact 
that Charles II. in February was compelled by 
Parliament to make peace \vith the Dutch, Louis 
entered lightly upon the celebrated campaign of 
16 74. 
The great event of thé early portion of the year 
,vas the invasion of Franche-Comté, while in the 
later portion the strategy of Turenne was in itself 
sufficient to create and establish a reputation The 
King himself took part in the reconquest of Franche- 
Comté and enjoyed to the full his favourite amusc- 
ment of to,vn-taking. After the French troops had 
retired in 1668, the province suffered at the hands 
of the Spaniards, \vho attacked all French partisans 
and increased the taxation. When the Dutch ,var 
broke out it \vas felt that a French invasion ,vas in- 
evitable. The towns ,vere only half fortified, the 
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troops fe\v in number and mostly composed of re- 
cruits. In spite, however, of the general feeling of 
the hopelessness of resisting the inevitable, and in 
spite of the weakness of the Inilitary arrangements, 
the second conquest of Franche-Comté ,vas only 
completed after a struggle of six months and after 
the French had experienced severe losses. 
The operations were conducted by Enghien, Lux- 
emburg, Vauban, de la Feuillade, Duras, and Resnel, 
and \vere seriously hampered by the stern resistance 
of such to\vns as Arbois, Salins, Besançon, Ornans, 
and Dôle, ably seconded by the guerilla \varfare 
of bands of peasants. At the siege of Arbois the 
\vomen and girls fought side by side \vith the men, 
and the same spirit animated the defenders of most 
of the towns in Lorraine. 
The campaign \vhich began in February, 1674, 
\vas at its height \vhen Louis left Versailles on April 
19 th and proceeded to Besançon. Gray, Vesoul, 
and Lons-Ie-Saunier had fallen and Besançon ,vas 
no\v besieged by the Duc d'Enghien. The Prince of 
Vaudemont, son of the Duke of Lorraine, conducted 
the defence ably supported by the population and 
notably by one Père Schmidt \,Tho cOl11manded the 
artillery \vith such success that t\VO hundred French 
soldiers \vere killed and Vauban's efforts \vere for 
the moment foiled. For t\venty-seven days Besan- 
çon defended itself and only yielded \vhen Vauban 
succeeded in placing forty cannon on the heights 
overlooking the to\vn and so rendered further resist- 
ance impossible. It ,vas feared that an army of 
Austrians and Lorrainers under the Duke of Lorraine 
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might now arrive and interfere \vith the subjugation 
of Franche-Comté, but the skill of Turenne pre- 
vented the Duke from carrying out his purpose, and 
the capitulation of Dôle on June 7th, and of Salins 
on the 22nd marked the close of the sharp struggle 
for Lorraine. 
During this time the Duke of Luxemburg had 
taken Grnans on lVIay 5 th and Pontarlier on May 
8th. The conquest of Franche-Comté \vas practi
 
cally accomplished and Louis left the seat of ,var on 
June 19 th and arrived at Fontainebleau on the 25th. 
He had intended to proceed to Flanders, but satis- 
fied \vith the ne\vs received from Condé and with 
the sublnission of Franche-Comté he decided not to 
appear again that year at the head of his troops. 
The importance of the capture of Franche-Comté 
,vas very great, and at the peace of Nimeguen it re.. 
mained part of France. Its Estates \vere no longer 
summoned but the Par/e1Jlent ,vas allowed to exist, 
though its duties \vere confined to civil Inatters. 
It sat henceforth at Besançon, ,vhich fortified by 
Vauban became the ,veIl administered capital of the 
province. Franche-Colnté in spite of heavy taxation 
on the \vhole gained by its subjection to the central 
authority. It soon became completely merged into 
the French kingdom, and its conquest prepared the 
\vay for the future possession of all Alsace and Lor- 
raine and for the extension of the French frontier 
to the Rhine. When Louis returned to Fontaine- 
bleau in June, he had carried out for France a very 
important operation. Henceforth the Jura was to 
be the eastern frontier to France. 
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The ,val' had by the middle of 1674 assumed in- 
creased proportions. The Elector Palatine and the 
Elector of Saxony, ,vith the Dukes of Brunswick and 
Lüneburg had joined the coalition. In May the 
Empire declared ,var against France and in July 
the Great Elector joined the League of The Hague. 
Louis had indeed made strenuous endeavours to 
hatnper Austria by forming an alliance ,vith Bavaria. 
But he could only succeed in making a treaty 
early in 1673, ,vhich ,vas of a very unsatisfactory 
and vague character, the Elector refusing to be 
dra\vn into open hostility to the Hapsburgs, and 
in spite of a promise in 1675 to aid the S,,'edes he 
abstained from taking any active part in the ,var, 
and none of Louis t agents \vere able to shake hitTI 
in this resolution. 
S\veden 'vas the one active ally left to l..ouis, 
but it ,vas not till r675 that S\veden made a useful 
diversion in the north, ,vhich resulted in a severe 
defeat at Fehrbellin in June and the tctnporary loss 
of the Swedish conquests in Gernlany. In spite, 
however, of the "ran t of allies the French held their 
own during 1674. All the recent conquests in Holland 
had been abandoned except 1\1aestricht and Grave 
and the ,var assumed a defensive character. Condé 
\vho made head against the Dutch and Spaniards on 
the northern frontier fought in August the bloody 
but indecisive battle of Senef, and though 'Villiam 
of Orange succeeded in taking Grave he had to rc- 
linquish his intention of invading France. The real 
interest, however, of the year 1674 centres round 
Turenne's fatnous catnpaign. 
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The redeeming feature of the invasion of Holland 
in 1672 had been Turenne's skilful operations. But 
at Saint-Germain his detractors had raised their 
heads and disputes had broken out between hilTI 
and Louvois. To excuse his o,vn shortcomings and 
errors Louis acquiesced in the attacks on his ablest 
general. Though l\10ntecuculi successfully out- 
manæuvred Turenne and though in the autumn of 
1673 Bonn fell, the French general completely ef- 
faced his reverse by his brilliant call1paign in 1674 
and 1675. It \vas, indeed, due to his advice that 
Franche-Comté \vas reconquered; but his great 
achievement 'vas his defence of I
rance in the 
autumn of the year 1674. His devastation of the 
Palatinate ,vas justifiable according to the opinion 
of the time and ,vas only carried out in order to 
check the invasion of 
"'rance by the armies of the 
League. Despite of all his efforts, ho\vevcr, the 
allies crossed the Rhine in September and after 
effecting a junction ,vith the Great Elector settled 
in Alsace for the ,vintcr and cOl11pellcd Turenne to 
retreat. The alann in Paris ".as great, the arrival of 
the foe at the capital ,vas expected, and the ancient 
arrièrc-ball \vas called out. But Turenne ,vas equal 
to the occasion, and by his ,vinter campaign in the 
Vosges he saved France. Using the Vosges to screen 
hitn from his enemies he Inarched from Lixheiln in 
Lorraine to Belfort in the depth of winter, arriving at 
the latter place on Dccetnber 27th. He at once burst 
upon his astonished foes scattered through Alsacc, 
defeated saIne of them at M ulhausen and the Great 
Elector at Turckheim on January 5th.. A ".eek 
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later not a German soldier remained on the left 
bank of the Rhine. 
The rest of the \var ,vas of a tamer character, 
though as far as France \vas concerned it was carried 
on at first ,vith satisfactory results. Sweden attacked 
the Great Elector in Pomerania and dre\v hilTI from 
the Rhine; John Sobieski, the King of Poland, had 
French sympathies, and in 1675 made a treaty with 
France. He agreed to aid Sweden against Branden- 
burg as soon as his hands were free from his Turkish 
\var. F or this aid he ,vas to have a large sum of 
money and Ducal Prussia. But \vhen the treaty of 
Zura\vna in 1676 ended his ,var \vith the Turks the 
relations of France and Poland \vere no longer 
friendly, and in 1684 Sobieski made a treaty "rith 
Austria. In the ,vest Turenne's l110vements against 
1Iontecuculi ,vere so successful that the King de- 
lighted with the bright prospects set out to join the 
anny of the north, intending to end the ,var ,vith a 
brilliant call1paign. 
Departing from Saint-Germain on May 11th he 
proceeded to join the forces in the Netherlands. 
.l\fter a campaign distinguished by no brilliant suc- 
cess, Louis left his army under the Prince of Condé 
and arrived at Versailles on July 21st. But the death 
of Turenne, on July 27th, destroyed all chance of a 
successful campaign. The efforts of Condé in the 
north and of Créqui on the J\10sellc \vere paralysed 
and the latter ,vas defeated on August I I th near 
Trèves by the Dukes of Lorraine and of Zell- 
Lüneburg. 
In Paris the uttnost consternation prevailed. The 
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opposition to the party of Louvois and l\Iadame de 
!\Iontespan had lost its leading member. Though 
Louis had latterly allo\ved Louvois to come bet\veen 
him and Turenne he fully appreciated the loss ,vhich 
France had sustained, and the necessity of increased 
exertions on his own part and on that of his generals. 
On July 30th he ,vrote to Condé giving him the 
command of Turenne's army and ordering him to 
hand over his force to the Duke of Luxemburg. 
On August 16th he ,vrote again to Condé relative 
to Créqui's defeat at Kond-Saarbruck, and on Octo- 
ber 17th he ,vrote sympathising with Condé's \veak 
health and allo,ving him to leave the army \vhenever 
he chose. Having driven lVlontecuculi from Alsace 
Condé retired and l\Iontecuculi resigned his com- 
mand. 
Thus the year 1675 
a'v the end of the nlilitary 
careers of not only Turenne but also of Condé and 
:\Iontecuculi, the great masters of the art of ,var in 
Europe. 
In 1676 Louis again took part in the campaign 
in the Spanish Netherlands \vith the army of the 
north. In ,vas in this latter campaign that he 
"lost the very finest occasion he could ever have 
had for gaining a victory." He had left Versailles 
on April 16th and on the 21st joined the army \vhich 
under Créqui and d'H umières ,vas besieging Condé. 
V au ban directed the siege operations and Condé fcll 
bcfore the end of the month and Bouchain \vas in 
its turn besieged. William of Orange marched to rc- 
lieve it and a battle seemed imminent. The Prince's 
troops lay between Valenciennes and RaÎ1TICS and 



188 


Louls XIV. 


[1676 


Louis began to draw his up bet,veen Saint-Léger 
and Aubri. His troops numbered about 48,000 
\vhile those of the enemy only amounted to 35,000. 
N ever was there a better opportunity for \vinning 
a battle \vith the minimum of risk. On a rising 
ground was held a famous council of war. Louis 
himself recognised that a victory lay within his 
grasp. Some of his generals advised an immediate 
attack; others.feared to expose Louis to any danger. 
The l\1:arshal de la Feuillade threw himself at the 
King's feet imploring him not to run any risk, \vhile 
Schomberg when appealed to by Louis refused to 
accept the responsibility of advising a battle. Louis, 
,vho ahvays preferred besieging to\vns to fighting 
pitched battles, allo,ved his better judgment to be 
overruled ,vith the ,vords: "As you have more 
experience than I have, I yield, but \vith regret:' 
It is said that he lamented all his life this m01TICntary 
\veakness, \vhich enabled his enelTIies to say that he 
lacked courage, that he always avoided battles and 
delighted only in sieges. Bouchain capitulated on 
l\Iay 11th. After marching about the Netherlands 
for some six \veeks he left the comtnand of the 
army \vith Schomberg and departed for Versailles 
on July 4th. In spite of her success in \varding 
off invasion, in spite of the brilliant achievements 
of the French fleet in the Mediterranean ,vherc 
Duquesne had defeated utterly the Dutch and 
Spanish fleets off Palermo, France \vas discontented 
and exhausted. Revolts had broken out in some 
of the provinces, many districts near the frontier 
had been wellnigh ruined, the continued ,var had 
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n
cessitatcd heavy loans, oppressive taxation, and 
the adoption of that most pernicious custom-the 
sale of offices. 
There ,vas, ho\vever, no immediate chance of the 
\var coming to an end and though several of the 
combatants ,vere ready for peace, hostilities ,vere 
continued with vigour. T\vo events of a different 
sort irritated Louis beyond measure during the year 
1677. In the first place his brother, the Duke of 
Orleans, ,von a pitched battle at Cassel against \ Vil- 
liam of Orange-a feat far more brilliant than the 
continuous sieges of towns,-and in the second place 
'\Villiam of Orange crossed over to England and per- 
suaded Charles to agree to his marriage ,vith IVlary, 
the daughter of James, Duke of y" ork. But though 
this latter circumstance sho\ved that public opinion 
in England ,,,as forcing the hand of Charles I I. no 
active interference in the Netherlands on the part of 
the English ,vas apprehended, and during the year 
1677 the French armies continued to \vin successes. 
Louis had left Saint-Germain on February 26th and 
had arrived before Valenciennes, then besieged by 
Luxemburg and Montal on March 4th. Vauban, 
who as usual directed the siege operations, ,vas 
strongly of opinion that the final assault should be 
by day and not as ,vas usual by night. Louis and 
Louvois strongly opposed this proposal but Vauban 
defended his view \vith such tenacity that Louis 
after much careful thought yielded. On March 17th 
at 9 A.
l. the assault was made and the to\vn capitu- 
lated. Cambrai fell on April 6th, and on April 22d 
Orlea ' 1s who had been detached to take Saint Orner 
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defeated Orange at the battle of Cassel. There 
seems little doubt that Louis \vas much piqued by 
his brother's success. He carefully avoided visit- 
ing the battle-field, and Orleans ""as never allo\ved 
another opportunity of 'winning any military suc- 
cesses. Jealousy of his brother alone explains such 
conduct on the part of Louis. On l\1ay 31st 'he \vas 
back at Versailles. Nothing more of great import- 
ance occurred after the King's departure. 'Villiam 
of Orange failed to take Charleroi, and in December 
d'H umières captured Saint - Guilain ,vithout much 
difficulty. I t fell on the 11th, and on the 14th 
Louis sent a letter of congratulation to the l\1:arshal. 
But affairs in England \vere becoming serious. 
England's alliance, or, at any rate, her neutrality, 
\vas of vital ÏInportance to Louis. Louis kne\v ,veil 
the real position of things in England. }-Ie kne,," 
that as long as Danby and \Villiam acted together, 
England's hostility \vas assured. To neutralise 
their influence he intrigued \vith and received timely 
aid from the opposition, ,vho, bent on the overthro,,, 
of Danby, \vere ready to join Louis, and sacrifice 
their country. Louis, therefore, supported by the 
English opposition, determined to act boldly, and 
by forcing peace \vith one of the combatants to 
bring the rest to terms in detail. He took Ghent 
and Y pres in March, 1678, and these victories had 
the effect he expected, viz., of hastening on peace 
bet\veen himself and the Dutch. Ever since 1676 a 
congress had been sitting at N imeguen to discuss 
tenns of peace. The Dutch had been anxious to 
end the \var for some years. They hated the Span- 
iards, they \vere discomfited by the death of Ruyter 
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in 1676. Hul each side hoped for further successes, 
and tÏ1ne ,vas on the side of Louis. There was little 
heartiness in the relations subsisting bet\veen Eng- 
land and Holland, and in both countries there ,vas 
a strong opposition to the government. 
By taking advantage of these circumstances, and 
by ,,,,'orking upon the internal divisions in England 
and Holland, Louis undoubtedly gained better 
terms than he could have expected. In I-Iolland 
vVilliam ,vas continually abused, and his relations 
,vith England became the object of suspicion. In 
England party passion, fomented by I..ouis and his 
agents, ,vas rising, and Charles II. ,vas in great per- 
plexity. 
Alone of the combatants Louis, ,,,ho "'as above 
criticism and unchecked by the presence of an oppo- 
sition, had not only clear vie\vs, but the po\ver to 
put them into execution. By concluding treaties 
,vith each of the allies separately, he emerged tri- 
umphantly froln a ,var ,vhich seemed at one time 
likely to end disastrously for I-irance. On August 
10, 1678, Louis made peace ,vith the Dutch, on Sep- 
tember 17th with Spain, on February 2, 1679, ,vith 
the Elnperor and Empire, and shortly afterwards 
,vith the Duke of Brunswick and Lüneburg and 
\vith the Bishop of Münster. Sweden and Branden
 
burg made peace at Saint-Germain-en-Laye in 1679, 
Louis insisting that his ally, S\veden, should lose 
nothing, and S\veden and Denmark made peace a 
fe\v months later.) 


I Among the numerous works bearing upon the Dutch war the 
most useful are, The Life of John de Witt, by Lefèbre-Pontalis, and 
Rousset's History of Louvois. 
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By the peace of Nitnegucn Frdllce ,vas the gainer, 
and Spain the real loser. Though France restored 
Courtrai, Oudenarde, Ath, Charleroy, Ghent, Lim- 
hurg, and Saint-Ghislain, Spain ,vas forced to yield 
}i'ranche-Comté and Inany strong places on the north- 
eastern frontier, such as Cambrai, Bouchain, Valen- 
ciennes, and Condé, besides Aire and Saint Omer in 
Artois, and Y pres, Cassel, Maubeuge, Charlemont, 
and Dinan in Flanders and Hainault. France thus 
obtained a line of strong places stretching from 
Dunkirk to the Meuse, and useful for purposes of 
defence or as a basis of attack. The questions at 
issue ,vith the Elnperor had been difficult to settle. 
Of these three only required considerable attention:- 
(I) The inlprisonment of the Prince \Villiam of 
FGrstenberg in 1674 by the Austrians. 
(2) The future position of the Duke of L,orraine 
and of his duchy. 
(3) The affairs of Alsace-the Emperor demanding 
arbitration ,vith reference to Louis' clailTIs in respect 
of the ten Il11perial to,vns of I-Iagenau, Rosheim, 
Obernai, Landau, \Vissembourg, Schlestadt, Coltllar, 
I(ayserberg, Turckheil11, and Münster. 
The Elnperor, ,vho refused to make peace till a 
calnpaign of Créqui compelled him to yield, gave up 
Freiburg and Old Breisach, and received in exchange 
}1hilipsburg. FÜrstenberg ,vas released, Lorraine 
remained temporarily in French hands, as the Duke 
refused to accept the terms offered him, and the 
position of the ten Imperial to\vns ,vas left unde. 
cided. 
Such is a brief account of the Dutch War, as it is 
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generally callp-d. In the history of the development 
of Louis XIV. it holds an important place. During 
its progress In.
ny of those characteristics which 
Inarked him off from other monarchs of the time arc 
presented to our notice. Though enamoured of 
Madame de Montespan, he never allo\ved her influ- 
ence to interfere ,\lith public affairs. As he says in 
his .111éllzoires: "Our first object should ahvays be 
the preservation of our glory and our authority, 
,vhich can only be Inaintained by assiduous ,vork..' 
Louis as a lover and Louis as a sovereign \vere to be 
t\VO distinct personalities. The amusetnents of the 
one \verc never to encroach in the slightest degree 
on the duties of the other. And certainly he never 
allo,ved his ,york to be interfered with during the 
,yare He ahvays held the theory that the army ,vas 
the especial care of the King, and he took the anny 
under his charge. Each month he satisfied hÍ1nself 
that the regiments were complete, deserters were 
severely punished, the generals and officers were 
carefully supervised. All disputes \vere settled by 
the King, ,vhose authority ,vas never questioned. 
The slnallest details, such as questions relating to 
the quarters of the troops, \vere referred to him, 
\vhile the larger questions, dealing with the commis- 
sariat, \vere only decided after Louis had mastered 
all the points at issue. 1\11 appointments in the in- 
fantry, as well as in the cavalry, \vere made by him 
directly, and in this \vay the officers realised that 
the surest road to promotion lay in their devotion to 
the King. He was very fond of revie'ws, \vhich he 
held frequently, and by means of them made himself 
13 
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acquainted with the life of each regiment, and \vas 
able to influence the officers by praises and re- 
,yards. 
i\t the peace uf Nimegucn his po\vcr stood at its 
greatest height. Though he had not trampled upon 
Holland, he had dictated tenns of peace to all the 
other po,vcrs. He had united to France the impor- 
tant province of Franche-Comté and a large part of 
the Spanish Netherlands. The north-east frontier, 
increased and strongly fortified by Vauban, ,vas an 
invaluable addition to the French monarchy; Lor- 
raine ,vas practically at his feet. Out of a great 
struggle against half Europe in arms Louis had 
emerged the only gainer. He had been ,veIl served 
by his commanders, his diplomatists, and his admin- 
istrators, all of whom he had found to his hand on 
the death of Mazarin. 
Since the time of Charles V. no European mon- 
arch had ,vielded so much po\ver or been regarded 
\vith greater awe and admiration by Europe. The 
authorities of Paris conferred on hinl in 1680 the 
title of "the Great." Louis indeed stood before the 
\vodd on a pinnacle of glory. fIe had baffled and 
tricked England, he had pensioned her king, and 
bribed the leaders of the English opposition. tIe 
had created a navy of t\VO hundred and fifty ships, 
and his armies had in 1678 numbered three hundred 
thousand men. Since the days of Imperial Rome 
no such forces had been employed by any civilised 
nation. 
The skill of Turenne ably seconded by Vauban 
and Louvois had increased the territory and strength- 
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ened the frontiers of France, \vhile Colbert's vigilant 
genius had insured order and efficiency at home. 
\Vith no fcar of interruption from \vithin, and \vith 
vast resources, financial, Inilitary, and naval, Louis 
,vas no,v in a position to pursue the \vork of external 
expansIon. 


-
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Blake France" a central for- 
tress of \vhich he \vas com- 
mander and the approaches 
of \vhich he vigilantly guarded 
and str.engthened" \vas, says 
van Ranke, Louis' great ailn. 
The peace of Nimeguen 
had not gone far enough. I l 
,vas still necessary to cOlnplete 
the "ceinture de frontières." 
V au ban had already done a great work in fortifying 
the frontiers. Bayonne and Perpignan defended 
France against Spanish invasion; Pignerolo ,vas an . 
advanced post in Italy; \vhile Freiburg and H unin- 
gcn on the Upper Rhine, Saarlouis, to defend Lor- 
raine, l\Iaubeuge on the Sambre, Dunkirk, La 
Rochelle, and T oulon on the sea-coast, and Lille on 
the northern frontier, all testified to the thorough 
19 6 
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and practical Inanncr in \vhich Vauban had c..lrried 
out his task. But Gennan rights extended very 
considerably over the left bank of the Rhine, and 
Loui
' object \vas as far a
 possible to extinguish 
these rights and to Inake the R.hine the bounùary of 
I
'rance. 
The pO,ssession of Luxelnburg, Lorraine, and 
Alsace \vas therefore absolutely necessary for the 
fulfilment of Louis' atnbitious schemes. Already 
during the negotiations at Nimeguen significant 
indications had not been \vanting of coming aggres- 
sions. The French envoys had endeavoured \vith- 
out success to secure Lorraine, and, in anticipation 
of the settlement of 1735, to cOlnpensate the Duke 
with territory in Sicily or else\vhere. Atternpts 
\vere also tnade to obtain Luxemburg, the possession 
of \vhich ,,,auld have doubled the value of Thion- 
ville and Long\vy. The great aiIn, ho\vever, of 
French diplomacy ,vas to gain full sovereignty over 
...
lsace. \Vith Alsace in J:;....rench hand
, Franche- 
Comté, Champagne, and part of the three Bishoprics 
\vould be safe from attack, and Lorraine could never 
be retaken. Consequently düring the negotiations 
at Nimeguen the French absolutely refused to con- 
sent to any limitations of their rights over Alsace. 

o sooner \vas peace made and Europe had dis- 
armed than I.ouis began to put into force his great 
scheme of RéUlli071S by \vhich he ,vas enabled to 
annex to France in time of peace more territory 
than she had ever gained by \var. According to the 
French theory he simply asserted rights \vhich had 
since the treaty of 'Vestphalia lain dormant. 
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The Frcnch pretensions \vere founded on their 
interpretation of clauses in the treaty of "vVestphalia. 
By that treaty certain places \vith their dependencies 
or districts \vere ceded to France. The sovereignty 
of Upper and Lo,ver Alsace had been given to Louis 
saving the rights of the" itnmediate" nobles, \vhile 
ten to\vns in Alsace \vhich \vere tenned immediate 
to\vns or Imperial cities also asserted their claim to 
independence. These indefinite rights and this 
qualified sovereignty Louis desired to abolish. I
Ie 
determined to sweep a,vay by a coup de 1JlaÙZ these 
cob\vebs of old claims and this shado,vy indepen- 
dence, to bring ,vithin the boundaries of France 
the disputed territories, and above all to secure 
Strasburg, the key of the \vay across the Rhine into 
.i\lsace. Strasburg had, indeed, hoped to continue the 
neutrality \vhich she had enjoyed during the late ,var. 
But "Teak, defenceless, surrounded by enemies and 
far from all help, it ,vas obvious that this detached 
fragtnent of the Empire could not continue much 
longer to preserve her neutrality between France 
and Germany. She ,vas bound to become either 
entirely French or Gennan, and it seemed certain 
that she ,vould fall a victiln to the French schemes. 
In carrying out his designs Louis ,vas aided by the 
fact that England ,vas occupied ,vith her o\vn inter- 
nal dissension. 'I'he quarrel bet\veen Charles II. 
and his Parliament had become very bitter, and 
while it lasted" external considerations fell into the 
background." Louis' anny, too, alone of European 
armies, ,vas kept on a ,var footing, and added \veight 
to his pretensions. l\loreover the Bishops of l\1etz, 
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Toul, and Verdun ""cre his creatures and played into 
his hands. On being sumn10ncd to render homage 
to Louis, they asked for the institution of a tribunal 
to adjudicate upon usurpations \vhich had taken 
place during the course of time. So many of their 
possessions, they declared, had been gradually taken 
from them, and so many of their rights had lapsed, 
that \vithout a tribunal it \vas impossible for theln 
to give a proper account of their lands and j uris- 
dictions. 

 \ cOlnmittee of the Par/enlent of Metz \vere there- 
upon empowered to make the necessary enquiries, 
and this cOlnmittee became the first "Chamber of 
Reunion." Before this committee the three Bishops 
laid a long list of those ,vho had seized any part of 
their lands, and of those \vho o\ved and had not per- 
fonned their feudal duties. The ne,v chamber dealt 
\vith both these classes in a very summary fashion. 
The former \vere at once to justify their possession 
of any portion that had formerly belonged to the 
Bishoprics; the latter \vere to recognise no other 
sovereign than Louis XIV. and no tribunal other 
than the Parle11lcJlt of Metz. 
The chamber, \vhich was appointed in October, 
16 79, and began its ,york on December 11th, took it 
for granted that all the rights of the Empire ,vithin 
the limits of the three Bishoprics had passed to 
Louis, and that he ,vas the suzerain of all the so- 
called vassals of the Bishops. I n other ,vords, 
" Louis, one of the parties, made himself judge in 
his o\vn cause and by one-sided verdicts had every- 
't,hing ,vhich he desired granted him." Other 



200 


Louis XII
 


[1679 


Cham bers of Reunion \verc erected at Besançon, 
Breisach, and Tournay. While the Metz chamber 
examined into questions connected 'with the three 
Bishoprics, that of Besançon acted for Franche- 
Comté, Breisach for Alsace, and Tournay for Flan- 
ders. By their decisions a large number of to\vns 
and a considerable extent of territory ,vas handed 
over to Louis \vho, if the owners refused to recognise 
his sovereignty, prolnptly seized and occupied their 
city or district. By this method France obtained, 
among other acquisitions, Saarbruck, Saarwerden, 
Falkenberg, and Gemersheim, belonging to the 
Elector of Trèves; \Vildentz, belonging to the 
Elector Palatine; Deux-Ponts, belonging to the IZing 
of Sweden; Lauterbourg, belonging to the Bishop 
of Spires; Montbeliard, belonging to the Duke of 
\Vürtemberg. The Breisach chamber especially dis- 
tinguished itself by t\VO decrees, one on IVlarch 22d, 
the other on August 9, 1680, \\'hich declared the 
absolute and exclusive sovereignty of Louis in Upper 
and Lower Alsace; and in consequence all the im- 
mediate nobles (that is those \vho held directly from 
the Emperor), and towns, princes, officers, and 
estates of Alsace became vassals of the King of 
France. The French arms \vere in 1681 put up all 
over Alsace, and the nobles, unable to resist, sent to 
Paris a deputation which gave in their submission to 
Louis. The same high-handed policy \vas carried on 
throughout the "reunited" districts. Oberstein, 
\vhich for five hundred years had belonged to the 
Archbishops of Trèves, \\Tas occupied by French 
troops; Homburg and Bitche suffered the same fate. 
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The Castle of f....alkenburg, in the Palatinate, resisted, 
but \vas soon forced to surrender by the French 
artillery. There were ho\vever still three places the 
possession of \vhich \vas deemed essential for the 
rounding off of French territory. These \vere 
Casale, Strasburg, and Luxemburg. By means of 
diplomacy, legal fiction, at1d the exercise of force, 
Louis managed to secure all three by the autumn of 
1684, and Europe a\voke to find that, during six 
years of nominal peace, the French po\ver had made 
greater advance than during any previous \var. 
'[he t\VO decrees of the Breisach court respect- 
ing Louis' sovereignty in Alsace extended of course 
by imp1ication to Strasburg, ,vhich, if these decrees 
had any force, 'was now included in the French 
monarchy. Precedents ,vere not ,\'anting to encour- 
age Louis in his design on the liberties of Strasburg. 
Ey the treaty of \Vestphalia Bremen had been ceded 
to Sweden in terms as vague as those \vhich regulated 
the cession" to France. In 1666, in spite of a prom- 
ise Inade by the S\vedes in 1654 that her customs 
and governlnent should be maintained, Bremen had 
been forced by W rangel to bo\v her neck to the 
Swedish yoke. Again in 1671 Rudolf Augustus, 
Duke of W olfenbütteI, had possessed himself for- 
cibly of Brunswick, an Imperial to\vn, and had intro- 
d uced a garrison of three thousand Inen. 
Strasburg ,vas herself in an unenviable position. 
During the early part of 1679 Imperial troops had 
remained ,vithin her ,valls, and she had been the 
recipient of Ilnperial orders couched in very harsh 
terms. She certainly had no reason to desire that 
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her connection ,\"ith anù ùepcnùcncc on the Eln- 
peror should becoIne closer. 
On the other hand, the ever-increasing numbers 
of French troops in Alsace filled her citizens \vith 
disquiet and inclined them to retain the IInperial 
troops. Their suspicions ,vere far from being ground- 
less. As early as January, 1679, Louvois himself 
visited Alsace in order to make himself master of 
the real position of affairs there. The three lead- 
ing citizens of Strasburg-Zedlitz, Dietrich, and 
Glintzer-paicl him a formal visit at Schlestadt. It 
has been asserted that at this time Louvois opened 
secret negotiations ,vith some of the leading Stras- 
burg magistrates. Though no doubt bribery played 
some part in the fall of Strasburg, no actual proof 
exists to sho\v that Louvois' visit to Alsace had any 
other object than that of studying the best means 
for effecting the capture of the principal city of the 
provInce. 
The first direct step to\vards this end \vas to insist 
on the retirelnent of the IInperial troops. The firm 
attitude of the French, ,vho had occupied the Stras- 
burg territory, resulted in a special treaty signed by 
I..Jeopold, regulating the execution of the articles of 
the peace of Nimeguen, and placing Strasburg more 
than ever at the mercy of the French. Strasburg 
\\ras to be evacuated by Imperial troops by August 
loth, but no clause prevented the entry of French 
armies into Alsace. 
fhe departure of the Ilnperial troops so far frOIn 
rendering the relations between the French Court 
and Strasburg luore friendly \vas the signal for fresh 
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tnisuntlcrstandings. The cot1llnercial regulations of 
the Senate-the l11ere flickerings of a spirit of inde- 
pendence-irritated the French. Then the Stras- 
burgers had burnt the Château of Schäffolsheim 
belonging to the Baron of \Vangen, one of the most 
active of French partisans during the late \var. It 
,vas only by paYl11ent of a large indemnity that the 
Senate could satisfy Louvois. The third difficulty 
which arose ,vas more serious. In 1672, the bridge 
bet\veen Strasburg and I(ehl ,vhich had been built 
in 1388 and \vhich \vas the last link bet\veen the city 
and the Empire had been destroyed by Condé, 
and in 1679 Louvois ,vrote forbidding as contrary to 
the treaty of IVI i.inster the re-establishment of any 
fortification bet\veen Bâle and Phillipsburg. r-rhis 
question became so acute that the Senate deter- 
mined to send a deputation to Versailles to explain 
the true state of the case by \\'ord of mouth. From 
Louvois the members of the deputation received 
rude treatment; Louis, on the contrary, presented 
them ,vith gold chains. It \vas evident that any 
serious attempt to rebuild the bridge or any portion 
of the old fortifications \vollld be at once crushed by 
the troops \vhich during 1679 ,vere busy enforcing 
the French domination throughout Alsace and at 
the sal11e tilne rapidly isolating Strasburg. Early 
in July, Hagenau, and later in the month, Wisseln- 
burg and Landau, t\VO in1portant strategic ports, 
\vere occupied by the French. Schlestadt, Turk- 
heil11, Kaisersburg, MÜnster, and Colmar all took an 
oath of fidelity and obedience to Louis XIV. and 
his representative l\1ontelar. About the same time 
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(Septclnbcr, 1679,) the l\Iarshal d'Humièrcs ,vas oc- 
cupying the t\VO Lorraine fortresses of HOlnburg 
and Bitche. 
In the beginning of 1680 a threat to fill all the 
villages round Strasburg ,vith French troops forced 
from the Senate a distinct engagement to suppress 
the ,yorks then in progress at the fort of KehI. 
Strasburg being no,," from a military point of view 
practically isolated, the time ,vas come for a definite 
assertion of the sovereignty of Louis over the ,vhole 
of Alsace. 
On March 22, 1680, the Parle1Jltut of Breisach 
proclain1ed the absolute sovereignty of Louis in 
Lo\ver as \vell as in Upper Alsace. In consequence 
of this decree Strasburg \vas virtually united to the 
French Inonarchy. On August 9th the Superior 
Council of Breisach confirmed the doctrines enunci- 
ated on lVlarch 22d. Louis' pretensions to Alsace 
thus received the support of legal authority, and it 
'.vas evident that the King,vould not be content \\Tith a 
mere fonn of ,vords, but \vould take the first oppor- 
tunity of enforcing a claim ,vhich had been recog- 
nised as valid. In May the Senate, ,vith the knowl- 
edge that their dooln \vas upon them, sent a second 
deputation to Paris to make useless complaints of 
the exactions of French officers in their villages. 
The action of the French in Alsace reassured 
them. The March edict of the Breisach chamber 
\Vas put into execution ,vith severity. Falkenburg 
in the Palatinate ,vas taken by assault; Strasburg 
itself ,,"as ,yarned that the reception of an Imperial 
aarrison \vould be consiJered as a casus belli. In the 
;;:;) 
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autuInn the villages round Strasburg \vere formally 
.occupied and the arms of France ,vere substituted 
for those of the EInperor on all public buildings. In 
each village \vere posted two dragoons and all arms 
\ver
 seized. 
Thus the French with consumInate skill had in- 
deed not only secured the retirement of the Imperial 
forces from Strasburg, but had taken full possession 
of Alsace. Strasburg remained the last home of 
Alsatian independence, but isolated as she ,vas and 
surrounded by foes, it seemed as if little less than 
a miraclc could save her from sharing the fate of 
the rest of the province. The inhabitants of Stras- 
burg ,vere helpless to avert froln thenlselves their 
im pending dooln. \tVarnings of the designs of the 
French govenl1nent against their city reached them 
from Paris in the autulnn of 1680, and the appear- 
ance of a COlnet increased and seemed to justify the 
fears of the superstitious. The vague answers of the 
French agent, General Montelar, to the pressing in- 
interrogations of the leading citizens as to the de- 
signs of Louis XIV., left no rOOln for doubt in the 
Ininds of thoughtful men that before a year had 
run its course Strasburg \vould have fallen from its 
position as a free Imperial city. 
The chances of help froln without gre\v Inore and 
Inore rClnote as the months passed. The Court of 
Vienna, though appealed to by the government of 
Strasburg, confined its efforts in favour of the city to 
diplomacy. One diplomatist ,vas sent to sound the 
Elector of Brandenburg; another, Count Mansfeld, 
\vas sent to Paris to combat the views of the French 
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government ,vith regard to the question of the 
Réullio1ls. His intervie,vs ,vith Colbert de Croissy 
,vere of a most unsatisfactory nature, and the am- 
biguous ans\\'ers he received convinced hiln that the 
only tnethod of checking the progress of the French 
in Alsace \vas by proposing a conference and thus 
postponing if possible the outbreak of open hostili- 
ties, till the Imperial army was ready to take the 
field. 
The fate of Strasburg depended on the immedi. 
ate action of the Emperor Leopold. Frederick 
\Villialn of Brandenburg could not be relied on for 
assistance. H is policy ,vas one of opportuniS1l1 tetn. 
pered by occasional parOXYSlTIS in favour of Protes. 
tantism. I-Ie hated the Court of Vienna, for Leopold 
had not only refused to aid hitn during the late war 
in securing Potnerania, but had also turned a deaf 
ear to his demands for ]ägerndorf, East l
riesland, 
and the three Silesian Duchies of Liegnitz, Brieg, and 
\V ohlau. Imll1ediately after making the treaty of 
Saint-Germain-en-Laye he had become the ally and 
pensioner of France, and in consideration of an an. 
nual payment of 100,000 livres for ten years had 
agreed to support by his vote and interest the can. 
didature of Louis XIV. or that of the Dauphin to 
the Imperial throne or to the position of King of 
the Romans \vhenever occasion required. That the 
Elector knew of the coming fate of Strasburg as 
early as the beginning of 1680 there is no room for 
doubt. 1 


] On this, and other matters connected with the fall of Strasburg 
1\1. Legrelle's work on Louis }{IV. et Strasbourg can be consulted. 
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The jealousy between Brandenburg and Vienna, 
\vhile peculiarly advantageous to the policy of France, 
was disastrous to the fortune of Strasburg. But 
Frederick \Villiam had no high ideas of his duty to 
Germany. The Archbishopric of IYlagdeburg, as- 
signed to Brandenburg by the treaty of vVestphalia 
on the death of the administrator, fell to Frederick 
William in 1680, and the Elector ,vas far more occu- 
pied in entering into possession of his newly acquired 
territory than in raising any sentimental or other ob- 
jections to Louis' acquisition of Strasburg. In May, 
1681, Louis sent to Hamburg three vessels from' 
Rouen laden with gifts for the Elector and Electress 
and their family: two carriages, suits of clothes, 
sweetmeats, and books. The carriages and clothes 
were to be used on the entry of the Elector and his 
wife into Magdeburg and Halle; the sweetmeats 
were for distribution among the people. Like an- 
other \vell-kno\vn ruler, Frederick vVilliam, secure in 
his alliance with the Great King, busied himself \vith 
his o\vn affairs, while the Empire ,vas losing one of 
its fairest gems. Though Frederick \Villian1 failed 
to appreciate the magnitude of the issues at stake, 
the feeling in Germany was rising in strong opposi- 
tion to the annexation policy of the French govern- 
ment. The Electors of Saxony and Palatinate 
together \vith a cru\vd of smaller princes took up a 
national attitude and clalnoured for a general ann... 
ing as early as August, 1680. A coalition, to include 
the Empire, England, Holland, and Spain, \vas anx- 
iously desired and at one time seemed likely to be 
formed. The Emperor pressed the Diet to arm for 
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the defence of the Elnpire, levies \vere raised, and 
by l\Iay, 168 I, 140,000 Inen had been collected by 
the order of the Diet. \Villiam of Orange had an 
interview with the leading princes of the House of 
Bruns\vick, and on September 30, 1681, a convention 
bet\veen Holland and S\veden to maintain the settlc- 
ments of \Vestphalia and Nimeguen proved the 
germ of the League of Augsburg. 'Var was on the 
verge of breaking out, and had it done so Louis' 
srhelnes \vould have been very considerably inter- 
fered \vith. That it did not break out \vas due 
partly to his o\vn \visdoln in consenting to Mans- 
feld's suggested conferencc, partly to certain events 
\vhich for a titnc prevented the Courts of \Tienna 
and St. J atnes from taking active steps in opposition 
to his aggressive policy. England ,vas the heredi- 
tary foc of France, and her rival on the sea; her 
Protestant religion rendered her peculiarly antago- 
nistic to Louis XIV. And his Réullioll policy had 
been vie\ved ,vith dismay by English statesmen. 
Charles II. strongly disapproved of his encroach- 
Inents, and the \vards of Sunderland to Barillon the 
French alnbassador in England go far to sho\v that 
had King and Parlian1ent been united, the European 
league of 1686 might have been formed in 1680. 
But the political and religious anitnosities of Eng- 
lish parties checked these statesmanlike projects and 
postponed their realisation some cight years. 
The Exclusion question turned men's attention 
from the crisis on the continent. Shaftesbury, the 
defender of Protestantism in England, cared noth- 
ing for its fate in Europe, and the policy of his party 
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drove Charles II. into the arms of Louis XIV. As 
usual, the necessities of the later Stuarts proved 
the opportunities of the French monarch. The dis- 
solution of the Parliament of Oxford on l\tlarch 28, 
1681, was immediately follo\ved by an agreel'nent 
between Charles and Louis in accordance \vith which 
the English king was to receive 500,000 livres during 
the ensuing three years, so as to carryon the gov- 
ernment \vithout having recourse to Parliament, and 
he on his part undertook to \vithdra\v gradually from 
his alliance with Spain and not to allow Parliament 
to lead him into hostility \vith France. Louis had 
succeeded. No interference by the English nation 
in opposition to his policy \\'as to be anticipated, 
for in spite of a visit to England, undertaken for the 
purpose, vVilliatn of Orange had failed to reconcile 
Charles II. and the Parliament. Louis was no\v 
free to accotnplish one of the great schemes of his 
life. He not only advanced claims to the county 
of Chiny, which embraced almost all Luxemburg, 
and tnarched his troops into the county, but he dcfi- 
nitely prepared for the imtnediate seizure of Stras- 
burg itself. Frederick William and Charles II. 
being his pensioners, the only other serious obstacle 
to the realisation of his designs \vas the Emperor. 
Leopold \vas in a difficult position. He had at- 
tempted to get Strasburg chosen as the seat of the 
conference, hoping that the fact of the city being 
the meeting-place of a European congress \vould 
give it a sort of inviolability. The French min- 
ister sa\v through this device and eventually Frank. 
fort-on-the.Main \vas selected. 
J4 
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Leopold's only hope of any successful opposition 
to Louis lay in gaining tin1e. His hands \vere fully 
occupied in Hungary. The reu1lioNs had forced 
from hitn concessions \vhich he had hoped \vould 
conciliate the Hungarians, leave hiln free to deal 
\vith the French encroachments, and able to concen- 
trate on the Rhine all his available forces. U nfor.. 
tunately Tækeli and his party refused to accept the 
concessions and dre\v still closer to the Turks. 
Louis \vas fully alive to the necessity of rapidity in 
his movements. In a despatch to Sebeville, his atn.. 
bassador at Vienna, he says: "No sooner has th( 
Emperor freed hitnself from his embarrasslnent
 
which keep his principal forces on the Hungarian 
frontier than he \viII direct his steps to the Rhine." 
The French sa\v clearly through Leopold's design of 
gaining time, and \vhen the Imperial envoys entered 
Frankfort on October 30th, Strasburg had been for 
a month in French hands. 
The course of events had favoured Louis' schemes 
England's desertion of the European cause, coupled 
\vith the inability of the Emperor, o\ving to the dan- 
gers on his eastern frontier, to take an active part in 
counteracting Louis' designs on Strasburg and 
Alsace, retnoved for the time all chance of anyexter- 
nal aid being given to the citizens of Strasburg. 
The only chance of the preservation of the repu bli- 
can liberties of Strasburg lay in help frorn \vithout, 
for within the city division and discord reigned, and 
rendered any successful defence against French ar- 
mies impossible. Unlike l\rletz in the late Franco- 
Prussian ,var Strasburg ,vas absolutely incapable of 
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standing a siege. Isolated, for the Ten To\vns \vere 
no\v definitely in French hands, she could not rely 
on her T o\vn Council any more than on her Bishop 
and Chapter for effective measures of resistance. 
'[he circle of iron \vithin \vhich she no\v found herself 
\vas narro\ving each day, and all the efforts of her 
patriotic citizens \vere of no avail. The l\lsatian 
nobles had either been coerced or cajoled; Francis 
Egon of Fürstenberg, the Bishop, \vas a luere creat- 
ure of the French King. At the congress of Nimc- 
guen by a declaration of the rights of his office he 
had brought do\vn upon him all the fury of Leopold. 
On his flight from Germany I.Jouis had diplomati- 
cally accorded to Fürstenberg a hospitable \velcome 
at the Louvre, French officers in Alsace were forbid- 
den to shoot any game on the episcopal lands, and 
all possible Incasures \verc taken to gain the full sup- 
port of the po\verful and cunning prelate. In l\Iay, 
1680, Fürstenberg like Charles II. and Frederick 
\Villiatn beCatl1e one of Louis' pensioners, receiving 
a payment of 60,000 livres. In the follo\ving aututnn 
\vith a suite of fifty horselncn he proceeded to Paris, 
\vhere he took a leading part in the fêtes organised 
during the Carnival in the early spring of 168 I. 
Louis' policy was successful; the Bishop becatne an 
active partisan for the French cause; the higher 
clergy in Strasburg declared themselves in favour of 
the sovereignty of France. This adherence of the 
Bishop and Chapter to the French side was recog- 
nised by the increase of the Bishop's pension on 
August I, 168 I, to 80,000 livres for four years. 
But though the Bishop, the Chapter, and the Town 
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Council, influenced partly no doubt by bribes and 
promises, supported the French pretensions, the lnass 
of the citizens, ,vho \vere mainly strict Lutherans, 
\verc opposed to the abolition of the repu blican fonn 
of govenunent. They desired the continuance of 
their local autonolny, they had no \vish to snap the 
link \vhich connected theln with the Holy ROlnan 
Empire. They \vere proud of the unique position 
held by their city in Europe and had no reason to 
desire annexation to France. In their eyes their 
connection \vith the Elnpire \vas their only hope of 
security. Strasburg fell, but it did not fall through 
the corruption of its citizens. Its fall \vas brought 
about by superior force, by the sudden appearance 
of the po\verful annies of France. 
In l\Iay, 16SI, the announcement of the arrival of 
the famous General Mercy at Strasburg startled 
Louvois. Already in March consultations had taken 
place in Paris as to the course to be adopted, should 
the Imperial forces march to,vard the Rhine. The 
arrival of l\Iercy at Strasburg seemed to imply that 
fresh projects against the French \vere in contclnpla- 
tion. Louvois \\ras not the Inan to ,vait. Full in- 
structions \vere sent to the generals and Ineasures 
\vere at once taken to cut off aU hope of relief being 
sent to the doomed city. Troops \vere posted at 
J.. \ltkirch, and on the borders of Flanders to check 
any hostile movement of the Swiss or the Spaniards. 
On the night of the 27th-28th September, d'Asfeld 
\vith three regiments of French dragoons seized the 
old dismantled bridge. The \vhole city \vas roused, 
alarm bells \vere rung, and fires made on the ram. 
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parts, which \vere Blanned by the affdghtcd citi- 
zens. 
In the morning the French force \vas largely aug- 
mented, and though negotiations \vere opened by 
the citizens it \vas obvious that resistance \va,; inl- 
possible. The defence of the city had been left since 
IG79-\vhen from motives of economy they had dis- 
mis,;ed their t\VO S\viss cOInpanies-to a force of five 
hundred men, of \vholn at this Inoment one half \vere 
rendered useless by sickness. A large proportion 
too of the citizens capable of bearing arms \vere 
absent at the Frankfort Fair. The moat \vas also 
ùry, and there \vas a deficiency of po,vder. rro such 
a helpless condition ,vas Strasburg reduced through 
the short-sighted econoIny, incapacity, and perhaps 
corruption of its leading nlen. The citizens, perceiv- 
ing that they ,vere unable to resist a po\ver " so 
great and so terrible as that of I I is most Christian 
lVlajesty," sent a deputation to meet Louvois on 
:\ionday September 29th at Illkirch, and on the fol- 
lo\ving day, SepteIl1bcr 30th, the French troops took 
possession of Strasburg, I...ouvois having agreed \vith 
some qualifications to the terms proposed by the 
city authorities. 
L,ouis heard of the capitulation on October 2d at 
Vitry on his ,val' to Strasburg to be present at its 
capture. I-Ie had left Fontainebleau on Saturday 
September 27th after making a public declaration of 
the object of his journey and his destination. Lou- 
vois' efforts to make the entry of the King as mag- 
nificent and ilnposing as possible \yere cro\\Tned \yith 
success. Amid the salvos of 265 cannons, the blo\v- 
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ing of lrulnpets, and the ringing of bells, a carriage 
dra,vn by eight grey horses and containing Louis 
and his Queen, the Dauphin and his \vife the Dau- 
phincss, as \vell as the Duke and Duchess of Orleans, 
entered Strasburg in the afternoon of the 23d of 
October. 
On arriving at their quarters, the King at once 
mounted a horse and attended by the Dauphin and 
other men1bers of his suite rode off to inspect the 
bridge, about \"hich so much had been heard at Saint- 
Germain. The day ended ,yith a general illumina- 
tion of the city. The next 1110rning Louis attended 
a grand l\iass in the cathedral ,,,hen a magnificent 
Te Deum ,vas sung. On entering the cathedral 
he \vas met by the Prince-Bishop l
rancis of Fürs- 
tenberg, supported by Initred abbots, the canons, and 
many of the clergy. Fürstenberg having delivered an 
address, in which he recalled the part taken by the 
e
rly 11'rankish kings in the construction of the cathe- 
dral, the :King and Queen proceeded to their seats in 
the choir. In Strasburg Louis reInained four days, 
giving audiences to the leading men. As ,,,as his 
custom, he took the greatest interest in seeing every- 
thing, and in dra\ving up the minutest instructions 
\vith reference to the future government of his ne\v ac- 
quisition. He crossed the Rhine and sa\v JZehl; he 
made a close examination of the defences of Stras- 
burg and of the environs. On the 26th he held a 
revie\\r of his troops, and the next day the Court left 
Strasburg anù \vent home\vards by Saverne. 
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HE ne\vs of the fall of Stras. 
burg sent a shock through 
Germany. Casale had fallen 
the same day into the hands 
of a French force under Bouf- 
fiers and Catinat. Luxen1. 
burg \vas expected to follo\v 
suit. The \vildest rUITIOUrS 
found credence, and at Frank. 
fort it was asserted that 
\V onTIS and Philipsburg had capitulated to the 
French. There \vas nothing in the attitude of the 
princes of Germany, lay or ecclesiastical, to cause 
alarm to the French. Brandenburg was in Louis' 
pay; the young Elector of Bavaria \vas occupied \vith 
marriage projects; Hanover \vas bribed by the pros. 
pect of an electorate for himself; the Count Palatine 
215 
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by the convention of Areillcn (l-i"'ebruary, 1682) \vas 
proll1ised a pension of 200,000 livres a year in addi- 
tion to a SUll1 down of 600,000 livres; the three 
ecclesiastical Electors ,vere as usual devoted to 
French interests. For a tÏIl1e indeed John George 
III. of Saxony sho,ved warlike tendencies. In April, 
1681, he had made a treaty \vith Brandenburg and 
the t\VO Electors had agreed to unite forces in case of 
necessity. The influence of Frederick \Villiam's 
agent Meinders, \vho ,vas sent to Dresden, succeeded 
in calming John George. It 'vas pointed out to him 
that if he fought against Louis XIV. he must neces- 
sarily be beaten, and that the only result of a suc- 
ce!Jsful war on the part of the French ,vould be to 
transfer the Imperial cro\vn to the House of Bour- 
bon. 
Though Louis could not rely on the support of 
either Bavaria or Saxony he had by diplomacy se- 
cured a majority in the Electoral College. The 
Bishop of M ünster, too, had definitely made an alli- 
ance with Louis on December 28, 1680, and thus in 
the north of Europe the French King could count 
upon po\verful supporters, though he had failed to 
gain over Hesse Cassel and other north German 
princes. 
The Emperor Leopold seemed helpless. The 
appearance of the Turks in Styria, and the con- 
tinued discontent in Hungary rendered for the time 
being any movell1ent towards the Rhine out of the 
question. 
But each year the Emperor's position in Germany 
was in reality becoll1ing stronger. In many of the 
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srnall Gennan Courts the aggressions of Louis had 
caused a deep feeling of uneasiness. For the Inornent, 
ho\vever, Germany seemed po\verless to arrest any 
further invasion of her rights or territory. Men ,,,ere 
rather dazed and stupefied than actually furious ,vhen 
they heard of the seizure of Strasburg. It was Louis' 
interest to allay this feeling, to calm all irritation, to 
pose as a monarch desirous of peace. He therefore 
not only attempted by strenuous diplonlatic efforts to 
gain over individuals, but he definitely offered to the 
Empire an equivalent for the territory ,vhich it had 
lost since the treaty of Nimeguen. He proposed to 
yield Freiburg in Brisgau, a strong place and an an- 
cient Irnperial to\vn, ,vhich had been in French hands 
since 1678. Had this offer been accepted, the ar- 
rangements made in 1713 ,,'ould have been in part 
antedated by some thirty-four years. 
Eu t Louis' efforts for a general pacification \vere 
destined to fail. The Réul1io1/s had touched too 
many interests: the capture of Strasburg ,vas too 
flagrant a piece of audacity to be allo,ved to pass 
unnoticed. lVloreover, as though to see to 'v hat ex- 
tent he could go, Louis in November, 1681, began 
the siege of Luxelnburg. 
The Chalnbers of Réullion had a,varded to France, 
as belonging to the Bishopric of Verdun, Vireton 
and the county of Chiny \vhich stretched up to the 
fortifications of Luxemburg. Louis also claimed 
Alost, ,vith the intention of exchanging it for Lux- 
emburg, the possession of \vhich \"as, the French 
declared, indispensable for the safety of Thionville 
and Long\vy. 
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Both England and I-IoIL.lnd were by this new ag- 
gression attacked in a vital point. The capture of 
Luxemburg ,,'ould make the French from a military 
point of vie\v masters of both the Netherlands. 
Charles II. of England proposed that the fortress of 
Luxelnburg should be razed, and in order to give 
tilne for hin1 to negotiate \vith the Spaniards Louis 
agreed not to blockade it strictly for four months. 
I n Holland there ,vas as usual a difference of opin- 
ion. The peace-at-any-price party ad\?ocated the 
cession of the fortress to the French on condition 
that it ,vas dismantled or razed. \Villialn of Orange 
and his follo\vers, however, desired a close union ,vith 
Spain and England, and a finn opposition to Louis' 
schelnes. The States.General in accordance \vith his 
views agreed to raise a force \vhich should advance 
to the relief of Luxemburg, ,vhenever such a course 
\vas necessary. 
A European ,var appeared to be on the verge of 
breaking out, and this ,vould have interfered \yith 
all Louis' arrangements. His constant ailn "ras to 
prevent any interference on the part of England in 
opposition to his policy. It seemed likely that 
Charles II. might be compelled to summon Parlia- 
ment, ,vhich \vould insist on the ,yeight of English 
influence being thro,vn into the scale against Louis. 
It ,vas all-important therefore to keep Charles II. 
true to his understanding ,vith Louis. This could 
only be done, in the opinion of the French IZing, if 
J anles Duke of \70rk ,,,as in England. In James 
Loui
 had full confidence; Charles II. he ,,'as con- 
vinced, could not be trusted. He therefore made it 
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a Inatter of great personal interest to secure the rc- 
turn of J ames. On the understanding that I,jouis 
should yield in the matter of Luxelnburg, J ames ,vas 
allo,ved to appear in England. By this means Louis 
had, as he hoped, relnoved all danger of the SUlnmOI1- 
ing of the English Parliament. 
These \vere the true Inotives of his unexpected 
declaration early in 1682, that the siege of l...uxem- 
burg '\-vas raised. But these motives did not appear. 
" Louis XIV. possessed," to quote froln von Ranke, 
"acuteness of observation, decision, and a grand 
manner." He loved to pose as a Inagnanilnous 
Inonarch, he always studied effect. The Turks ,,'ere 
threatening Genl1any. Louis therefore declared 
that, being anxious not to impede the efforts of the 
Gennan princes in defence of their country, he ,vas 
resolved, in order to bring to a conclusion the mat- 
ters at is
ue in the Lo\v Countries, to confide the 
decision of his clailns to the arbitration of the King 
of England. This proposal, to allo\v the great 
European question of the day, viz. the fate of the 

 etherlands, to be settled by the decision of Charles 
Ir., \,'as not likely to commend itself either to Spain 
or to the States-General. Orange's statesmanlike 
counter proposal in December, 1682, ,vas to the 
effect that Charles II. should call a congress of aln- 
bassadors to London, and that before thcln should 
be laid not only the question of the Spanish N ether- 
lands, but also the German matters. The oppo- 
nents of Louis XIV. hoped to prevent the Ell1pire 
from being cOll1pelled to cede Strasburg; they also 
\\'ishe9 to save Luxeniburg. 
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But, as usual, CirCll1l1stanccs aiùed Louis and af- 
forded hin1 an opportunity of carrying out his de- 
signs. On the very day on \vhich Strasburg fell, 
Charles XI. of S\veden, furious at the loss of the 
Duchy of Deux - Ponts and determined to be no 
longer dependent on France, had signed a treaty 
,vith the States-General. In the spring of Iú82 
Leopold and Spain had joined this coalition, and in 
June Saxony, Bavaria, Hesse-Cassel, Lüneburg, and 
the leading nlembers of the circles of the Upper 
Rhine and Franconia had given in their adhesion to 
it. \Ve see here the beginnings of the famous league 
of Augsburg, \vhich a fe\v years later ,vas to unite 
Europe against France. The reply of Louis to this 
coalition of his enelnies \vas unhesitating. An envoy 
,vas sent to support Toekeli in his resistance to the 
Hapsburgs, attempts ,vere made to stir up opposi- 
tion in S\veden and Poland and I-Iolland to the 
foreign policy of their rulers, (and in the case of the 
latter country ,vith considerable success,) a treaty \vas 
signed ,vith Denn1ark, ,yhich po\ver ,,,ith Branden- 
burg, Münster, and Cologne fonneù a po\verful north- 
ern league devoted to French interests. It ,vas even 
proposed to send an agent to rouse Russia. In the 

outh the S\viss had been pacified, Venice had sho\vn 
no objection to the occupation of Strasburg, and a 
treaty had been signed \\'ith the Duke of Savoy 
,vhich in 1684 ,vas to be ratified by his Jnarriage \vith 
the second daughter of l\Ionsieur. Louis conse- 
quently in the early portion of 1682 ,vas far from 
being isolated; he ,vas. ready for a ne\\' \var if his 
enemies desired it. But his aim ,vas if possible to 
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secure his ne\v possessions \vithout further recourse 
to arms. He \vished for a peaceful settlelnent of his 
clahns, he hoped that they Inight be definitely recog- 
nised and acquiesced in by Europe. Since the 
autumn of 1681 the conference of Frankfort had 
been sitting. But little progress ,vas made to\vard 
any conclusion. The Hapsburg interests \vere served 
best by delays. Leopold looked for a speedy tern1i- 
nation of the troubles in Hungary, \vhen he could 
at the head of a large armed force speak \vith au- 
thority on the Rhine. Both Brandenburg and Den- 
Inark through their envoys attempted to induce the 
Austrians to COlne to SOlne arrangement at Frank- 
fort such as Louis desired. At length \veary of 
delays Louis ordered his envoys to leave Frankfort 
on December I, 1682, the conference having sat 
for fifteen months and done literally nothing. 
One lnore attempt Louis Inade at securing a peace- 
ful recognition of his clairns. He authorised Verjus 
his envoy at the Diet at Ratisbon to negotiate on the 
sanle basis as had been laid dO'Vll at Frankfort, up 
to February, 1683, but in consequence of the Turkish 
invasion of Austria the time \vas extended to Au- 
gust 31st. Louis delnanded a thirty years' truce 
during \vhich period he ,vas to be left in undisturbed 
possession of his recent acquisitions. To the ElTI- 
peror no less than to such men as vVilliam of Orange, 
agreement ,vith such terms \Vd.S regarded as equiva- 
lent to a surrender of all the places and territories 
in question. 
At first the attitude of the Austrians \\Tas unac- 
commodating. A large number of troops had just 
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been assembled in I-I ungary, and Leopold hoped to 
achieve a decisive victory in the East \vhich \vould 
affect the solution of the problelns in the \Vest. 
But in the summer his tone changed and the Diet, 
Inoved partly by the greater moderation of Louis' 
tone and partly by the Turkish designs, ,vere Inore 
disposed to come to some arrangement. On August 
3 I st, it ,vas decided to accept the offered truce. 
The Turks \vere in full Inarch on Vienna and all 
Europe \vaited anxiously for the result of this bold 
action on the part of the Porte. The questions at 
issue in the \Vest \vere for the InOlnent put on one 
side. The siege of Vienna absorbed the attention 
of all Christendoll1. 
Louis has been frequently accused of alliance 
\\Tith the Turks, or at any rate of sympathising \vith 
their aggressive attitude in the East and especi. 
ally \vith their attacks on the I-I apsburg possessions. 
There is no doubt that the success of Louis' policy 
in the \Vest \vas greatly facilitated by the difficult 
position in ,vhich the Hapsburgs found thelnselves 
o\ving to the disaffection in Hungary and the aggres- 
sions of the Turks. Since the tilncs of Francis I. 
the French had deftly Inade use of their friendship 
,vith the Porte to harass the Hapsburgs on their 
eastern frontier. \Vith Poland too a connection 
began in the same century, and a fe\v years later 
France and Sweden fought in close alliance in the 
Thirty Years' \Var. Thus \vas built up that sys. 
teln of alliances \vith S\veden, Poland, and Turkey, 
\vhich \vas supposed to unite these three po\vers in 
close union \vith France. 
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But this elaborate systeln \vith its centres at Stock- 
holm, \Varsa\v, and Constantinople only existed in 
the Ininds of theorists. To bring three nations 
like S\veden, Poland, and Turkey different in so 
ll1any respects into line at a given time against an 
astute po\ver like that of the Hapsburgs \vas im- 
possible. \Vith Sweden France had during the 
first half of the century Inuch in COl1l1non, 
and S\veden had as late as the Dutch vvar of 1672 
benefited largely from the French alliance. But the 
effect of the seizure of the Duchy of Deux- }>ont5 
had converted Sweden into an open enelny, and one 
link in the chain stretching from Stockholm to Con- 
stantinople \vas broken. 
Poland the centre of the chain proved to be the 
weakest part of the systeln and n10st difficult to 
manage. Opposed as a rule to S\veden either on 
territorial questions such as those relating to IJivonia, 
Esthonia, and Courland, or on questions of succession, 
and equally opposed to Turkey on every possible 
ground, Poland \vas ahvays an insoluble difficulty to 
French diplomatists. Bet\veen 1678 and 1683 Louis 
had tried hard to gain over John Sobieski. I lis 
efforts \vere in vain. The Polish King largely con- 
tributed to the salvation of the Austrian House at 
the siege of Vienna and in the follo\ving year Inade 
a definite alliance \vith Leopold. 
Turkey was probably the most valuable of the 
three po\vers as a counterpoise against Austria. But 
\vith the beginning of the personal government of 
Louis XIV., a reaction had taken place against the 
policy, pursued by Francis 1. and Henry II., of a 
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definite alliance ,vith the Turks. Unlike these t,vo 
lnonarchs, Louis ,vas permeated ,vith strong religious 
ideas. That he a great Christian King should fonn 
a close connexion with an Infidel power was repug- 
nant to his lnost cherished convictions. The very 
notion of an alliance ran counter to the \vhole ten- 
dency of his policy: it could not be seriously en.. 
tertained by the Head of Christendoln. On the 
other hand there ,vas the influence of tradition. 
The Ottoman alliance had po\verfully contributed to 
save France froin the grasp of Charles V., it had cer- 
tainly aided Protestantism in G
rmany, and from a 
French point of vic,v it had rescued the North Ger- 
lnan allies of Francis 1. and Henry II. froln sub- 
servience to Vienna. F'riendship bet\veen the French 
and the Turks lnight again be used to enable France 
to strengthen her position at the expense of the 
Empire. 
Louis therefore \vas torn by t,,"O conflicting ideas. 
The prospect of making an Ottolnan alliance and of 
using it for the furtherance of his o\vn schemes ap- 
pealed strongly to him as a politician. On the 
other hand, to carryon a crusade against the 
Turks, to advance the lnovement to\vards Chris- 
tian solidarity, to attack the Ottolnans by sea and 
by land, \vas a course \vhich commended itself to 
Louis' religious and dramatic instincts. It \vas 
under the influence of the crusading idea, that 
the French took a leading part in the battle of 
St. Gothard in 1664 and aided the Venetians in 
Candia in 1668. It ,vas this idea that led Louis 
to entertain the project of taking Egypt, and 
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,vhich causeù him to attack the Barbary states, and 
to threaten even to burn Constantinople. But it 
could not be denied that France benefited greatly 
froln the conflict behveen the Porte and the flaps- 
burgs. Though Louis did not support the Turks by 
a definite alliance, he derived great advantage indi- 
rectly from their invasions of the Austrian territory. 
'VVhile the march of French troops to aid the Haps- 
burgs in 1664 contributed to give lustre to the begin- 
ning of Louis' reign, the siege of Vienna in 1683 and 
the long \var ,vhich follo,ved, occupied the Austrians 
and enabled Louis to gain his ends at the treaty of 
Ratisbon. Louis did not actively support the Turks, 
and as a result they \vere overthro,,'n at Vienna in 
1683, at Mohacz in 1687, at Salankemen in 1691, at 
Zenta in 1697. They \vere furious at the conduct 
of France and refused to be included in the treaty of 
Ryswick. An alliance bet\yeen the :French and Turks 
,vas impossible in 1683. The French fleet ,vas carry- 
ing on a struggle of considerable importance in the 

1editerranean against the Barbary states, and this 
alone would have prevented any union bet,veen Louis 
and the Sultan. Colbert de Croissy declared that the 
French hoped that the siege of Vienna ,vould last a 
long titne, and finally ,vould fail through \vant of 
discipline on the part of the Turks, and the ravages of 
disease. The French government, too, expected that 
the impression produced in the Empire by the siege 
,,,ould enable them to carry out their designs in 
Germany. In the event of the fall of Vienna, the 
Venetian ambassador asserts that Louis' intention 
was to march to the relief of that city, and having 
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joined forces \vith the Germans to drive back the 
Turks. He \vould thus have posed as the saviour 
of Christendom, and on the death of Leopold 
\vould have received the Imperial cro\vn. 
But events turned out otherwise. The Turks \,'ere 
driven back, but the man who ,vas hailed by Europe 
as the deliverer of Christendom \vas not Louis XIV., 
but John Sobieski. Louis had missed a great op- 
portuni ty of taking part in one of the most im- 
portant events of his day, the struggle bet\veen 
the East and the \Vest, bet\veen Christendom and 
Mohammedanism. 
During the period of the Turkish invasion the 
siege of Luxetnburg had been suspended. No 

ooner "Tas Vienna delivered than the Spaniards, 
overjoyed at the event, regained confidence and 
thought they could resist l
rance. They relied on 
receiving help fronl Germany and expected that the 
armies \vhich saved Vienna ,,,ould also deliver IJux- 
emburg. "\Vith extraordinary and ill-timed te- 
merity they nerved themselves so far as to make a 
declaration of \var against France." On October 
26th, Charles II., then in his 23d year, dre\v his 
sword and declared that he \vould never sheath it 
till he had been avenged of all the injustices ,vhich 
he had suffered frotn the King of France. 
Louis replied \vith elaborate preparations and in 
April, 1684, Créqui and Vauban besieged Luxem- 
burg. It seemed likely that a general European 
\var \vould break out, and \vith the Turkish ,var still 
on his hands, the Emperor \voulù have found it very 
difficult to resist the arms or the pretensions of 
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France. I..ollis had fornlCÙ the plan of 11larching 
through the Cologne territory against Holland and 
IIanover. Fortunately for Europe this project 
'as 
not carried out and the \var narro\ved do\vn to 
a campaign against the Spanish po\\'er in the N ether- 
lands and in Italy. Brandenburg, Louis' ally, "'as 
strongly opposed to a French attack on Hanover 
and ,vas as strongly in favour of a general pacifica- 
tion. Holland, o\ving to the opposition of Amster- 
danl, \"as unable to aid the Spaniards, and Germany, 
still the prey to internal divisions, ,vas not in a posi. 
tion to cOIn bat the French and Turks at the saIne 
time. The Spaniards, \vithout money or even an 
army \vorthy of the name, could make no resistance 
,vhen hostilities broke out on the- frontiers and the 
French seized Courtrai and Dixmude. The Span- 
ish Court fired \vith \varlike enthusiasm at once 
arranged to send troops and Inaner to the Lo",? 
Countries. In order to sho\v that reconciliation 
\vith or concessions to the Court of France ,vas im- 
possible, a solemn declaration of ,,'ar against France 
,vas made in Deccnlber. Courtrai and Dixmude 
had by that time fallen, Oudenarde ,vas bombarded, 
\vhile Luxemburg itself ,vas captured on June 4, 
1684, and Genoa almost destroyed by Duquesne 
\"as compelled to agree to humiliating conditions. 
The Marshal Schomberg advanced into Alsace ,vith 
20,000 cavalry, and Charles II. of England congrat- 
ulated Louis on the fall of Luxemburg. That suc- 
cessful resistance to the French army \vas impossible 
\vas recognised by the Electors and Princes of the 
Empire no less than by the Dutch. The latter on 
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June 27 th accepted a t\venty years' truce and \vith- 
dre\v their troops from the Spanish Netherlands; 
the former, conciliated by Louis' declaration that 
he in tended to adhere to the terms laid do,vn the 
previous summer, succeeded in impressing on Leo. 
pold the necessity of making an arrangement ,vith 
La u is. 
The Spaniards, through the unreadiness of Europe 
to oppose actively the French arms, \vere compelled 
to agree to Louis' terms. On June 29th, by a pro.. 
visional arrangement, they yielded Bouvines, so cele- 
brated in French history, Chesnay and Beaumont, 
important possessions of Hainault, and Luxelnburg 
itself. Some thirty villages, half in Luxemburg and 
half in Hainault, together ,vith the Spanish protec- 
torate over Genoa, completed the cessions resulting 
from the unfortunate "\Var of Luxemburg." On 
August I 5th, the Empire and Emperor recognised 
the existing state of things by the truce of Ratisbon, 
\vhich settled that for t,venty years Louis should 
retain his hold upon all the places-including Stras- 
burg and the fort of Kehl-assigned to him by the 
chambers of Metz and Breisach and by the Parle- 
?JZellt of Besançon up to August I, 1681. 
For t\venty years then Louis ,vas to enjoy posses- 
sion of his ne\vly gained territories. Even with this 
limit he had secured a great victory. His next aiIn 
,vas to convert the truce of Ratisbon into a perma- 
nent definitive peace, so as to get legal and perpet. 
ual possession of his ne,v acquisitions. He regarded 
that truce as a step to\vards a general pacification 
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which should find France \vith her frontiers ad- 
vanced and \vell-nigh impregnable, her reputation 
enormously increased, and Paris the centre of a 
po\verful and united Christian monarchy of which he 
was the moving spirit. 
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" '.. ..... the peace of Nimeguen" 
,vhich "is the culminating 
point of this great reign." \T on ...!{ an ke holds a 
silnilar upinion. "France," he says, " ,vas obtaining 
at that time a position uf incontestable preponder- 
ance in continental Europe," and again he speaks of 
the nc\y po\yer which Louis had called into life, uni- 
form in its nationality and ecclesiastical systcln, ,vith 
,yell defined frontiers,and admirably armed for offence 
and defence both by land and sea. And in another 
place he alludes to the truce as a tnagnificent diplo- 
23 0 
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matic success ,vhich distinctly Inarks the apogee of 
Louis' long reign. SiInilar language is held by Saint. 
Simon and by Lavallée. " Here ends," says the for- 
mer, speaking of the years bet,veen 1684 and 1688, 
"the apogee of the reign and height of its glory and 
P!2sperity. \Ve are no,v to see the second 
age ,vhich ,vill scarcely comc up to the first." And 
the lattcr indicates the year 1684 as the cuhninating 
point of Louis' life and reign. " At this epoch," he 
says, "Louis stood at the hcight of his prosperity 
and at the apogee of his greatness. The absolute 
Illonarchy ,vhich had raised itself on the ruins of 
the Fronde seemed unconquerable abroad and all- 
po\verful at hOIne. The Protestants \vere disanned 
and in subjection, the ParlCJJlcllt of Paris ,vas di
- 
credited,and the nobles ,vere reduced to conlplete sub- 
mission. vVhilc Colbert had restored the finances, had 
fonned a strong navy, and had stilnulated not only 
the industrial, but also the artistic and literary re- 
sources of France, Louvois and Turenne had reorgan- 
ised and unified the anny and I..ionne had dcveloped 
and strengthened the diplol11atic relations of France 
,vith Europe. With a ,veIl equipped arnlY of 400,000 
Inen, and ,vith the frontiers dcfendcd by a hundred 
fortresses restorcd or constructed by Vauban, France 
Inight ,,'cll feel able to defy the ,vrath of Europe. 
.l"\fter the peace of Nill1cgucn, the predolninance 
of France becalne each year 1110re assured, and thc 
truce of Ratisbon found Louis occupying a brilliant 
position both at home and abroad. I He had still 


1 On the importance of the truce of Ratisbon, see Ranke, .Frall- 
::ösische Geschichte". and Legrel1e, í.a Diploma/it' FrallfaiSl' d la Sur. 
fusion d'Espagnl'. Vol. i. 
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further increased and strengthened the frontiers of 
France, he had conquered Strasburg, Casale, and 
Luxelnburg, he had botnbarded Genoa and ...\lgiers. 
I Ie \vas the terror of Europe and the adtniration of 
his subjects. He \vas in full possession of all his 
faculties and thoroughly appreciated the glorious 
position to \vhich he had attained. 
Yet success seems to have blinded hill1 to the 
tendencies of the time and to the actual condition 
of European politics. The death of Colbert rc- 
1110ved a sagacious adviser, and henceforward Louis 
is usually served by Inen of Inediocre abilities. 
"The seconddry age," as Saint-Sitnoll calls it, began 
\vith the truce of Ratisbon, an age ,vhich sees the 
commission of Inany fatallnistakcs-Inistakes which 
,veIl-nigh ruin France and bequeath to her endless 
trouble and Inisery, and serious political cOIn plica- 
tions. 
The truce of }{atisbon itself \vas in reality a great 
blunder. Louis had huped that it ,\'ould prove the 
prelude to a general peace; his enelnies regarded it 
as affording theln a valuable opportunity for gaining 
tilne and for gradually fonning a powerful Euru
 
pean league against hiIn. Europe en1ployed this 
breathing space for dra\ving together the threaùs 
of a general coalition ,vhich was to humble France 
and \vrest frOln her SOlne of her lately acquired pos- 
sessions; Louis used the period of peace, partly tu 
complete the extensive ,vorks at \T ersailles, partly tu 
establish the French predolninance in the l\iediter- 
ranean, and generally to pose as a Grand l\ionarch, 
,vhose influence and prestige extended not only far 
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into the distant East, but over the American conti- 
nent. 
His authority was practically boundless. No 
opposition to his \vill existed. In 1682 the residence 
of the Court was definitely fixed at Versailles, \vhich 
henceforth becalne the recognised centre of the 
monarchy. Louis had never liked Paris. That city 
had been the centre of the troubles of his minority; 
it had ,vitnessed Inany of the episodes of his early 
days, \vhich he \vould have gladly consigned to 
oblivion. Paris \vearied him \vith its crowds, its in- 
dependence, its many importunities. In the early 
days of his rule, too, he loved hunting, open-air 
fêtes, and out-of-door alnusements. Hence, soon 
after the death of his Inother, he lived Inainly at 
Saint-Germain, the beauties and delights of ,vhich 
are so clearly set forth by Saint-Silnon. As years 
rolled by Louis developed a passion for building 
\vhich, \vith his ever increasing love of splendour, 
Inagnificence, and profusion, proved a ruinous Inatter 
for his country. Colbert had in vain attelnpted to 
check the lavish expenditure in Versailles; he urged 
the cOlnplction of the Louvre, "the rnost superb 
palace in the \vodd," and did all in his po\ver to keep 
the King in Paris. 
But Louis in addition to his dislike of Paris had 
no sYlnpathy with Colbert's view, ,vhich in later 
days ,vas forcibly enunciated by Danton, that Paris 
,vas the head of France. He \vas jealous of the 
capital and wished to be himself the centre of the 
French nation. 
Fontainebleau, Chalnbord, Saint-Gennain had 
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been occupied by his predecessors, and reminded 
him of their great deeds. Louis detennined to build 
a palace which should be the glorification of himself. 
It 'VdS through this strongly marked characteristic 
cotnbined ,vith his passion for building that led Louis 
to abandon Saint-Germain for V ersailles,"la plus triste 
ct la plus ingrat de tous les lieux," and to create out of 
a slnall hunting lodge a royal palace, his chef-d'æuvre, 
" so ruinous and built in such bad taste." Versailles 
,vas by nature treeless, \vithout \vater, \vith a dry 
sandy soil, but Louis, as Saint-SilTIon tells us, loved 
to fight and conquer even nature. Everything at 
Versailles was rnagnificent, uncolnfortable, and in 
questionable taste. The ,vant of ,vater" in spite of 
sixty leagues of aqueducts" 'vas a serious defect. To 
remedy this dra,vback Louis detennined to divert the 
Eure bet,veen Chartres and lVlaintenon and to bring 
its ,vaters by lTIeanS of a canal to Versailles. In 168 I 
22,000 soldiers and 6000 horses \vere enl played un 
the ,vork, a great part of WhOlTI ""ere soon rendered 
by sickness unfit for service. No sooner was the 
truce of Ratisbon signed than Louis sent a portion 
of his army to the ,vorks. A third of thelTI perished, 
dnò this attenlpt to rernedy the deficiencies uf 
nature ,vas finally abandoned in 1688 on the out- 
break of ,var, after the sacrifice of lnany lives anò 
an enonnous expenùiture of lnoney,-nine In ill ions 
alone being spent on the aqueduct of l\Iaintenon. 
It ,vas at Versailles that Louis resided during these 
years ,vhen his po,ver and influence \vere at their 
height. It \vas there that he received elnbassies 
from distant lands. There catne in 1684 the AIge- 
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rian envoys to ilnplore Louis' Inercy and considera- 
tion. There \vas seen at the beginning of 1685 the 
unusual spectaclc of a Doge of Genoa and four Sena- 
tors asking pardon of the King of France, while at 
the end of 1684 and again in 1686 Versailles vvit- 
nessed an event almost unique in the history of 
,vestern Europe,-the appearance of an embassy 
from Sialn. The arrival of this lnission ,vas the 
result of Louis' far-reaching diplolnacy and ddlnira- 
bly illustrates the general ailns of his policy. 
During these years Louis ,vas not content ,vith 
being suprelne in Europe; he ain1eù at the exten- 
sion of his influence in the far East anù discovered 
an excellent opportunity of carrying out his purpose 
jn the success of Colbert's East Indian policy. Tn 
India the position of the French \"as elninently 
satisfactory. The French East India COlnpany ".as 
flourishing and the falne of Louis' victories and f)f 
the peace of Nilneguen had penetrated as far as 
Sialn. 
No better illustration of the general tcnor of 
Louis' policy could be found than in the history of 
his relations with Sialn. His lnotives in sending 
en1 bassies to Sian1 ,vere partly religious, partly COln- 
Inercial, partly political. The rivalry bet\veen the 
French and the Dutch raged in the East Indies and 
I..ouis hoped to oust his rivals frotn Sialn and to ruin 
their trade ,vith that country. _ \t the same titne he 
undoubtedly hoped to effect the conversion of the 
Sialnese, and never realised ho\y ,yell-nigh insuper- 
able were the obstacles to the success of such an 
attempt. 
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Almost sim ultaneously ,vith the revocation of the 
Edict of N antes, the conversion of the Sialnese \vas 
taken definitely in hand. A revolution in Siam coin- 
cident in point of time \vith the English Revolution 
of 1688 dealt with dralnatic completeness a similar 
blo\v to French influence. The Roman Catholic re. 
ligion in Siam received a shock from \vhich it never 
recovered, the French prestige in that country \vas 
\vell-nigh ruined, and the Dutch influence triumphed 
in Siam at the very time that William I I 1. \vas se- 
curing the English crown. 
The history of the relations of France and Siam is 
short but piquant, and abounds \vith curious illustra- 
tions of Louis. methods, of his general attitude, of 
his belief in hilnself, and of the defects of his policy. 
Official intercourse between the two countries 
began in Louis XIV:s reign, but up to 1669 the 
French had only been represented by rrlissionaries. 
The early Inissions seeln to have been so successful 
that an additional nUlnber of priests ""ere sent out 
and by 1677 five missions had been established and 
letters sent to Phra-N araÏ the tolerant King of Siam 
froln both the Pope and the French King. Phra-N araï 
\vas greatly impressed \vith the po\ver of Louis, and 
Inoreover ,vas alanned at the Inaritime tyranny of 
the Dutch and the menacing development of their 
eastern elnpire. He accordingly spoke of sending 
an embassy to France. The rapid growth of the 
Dutch po\ver had for a long period been a source of 
great anxiety to French statesmen. This anxiety 
\vas in a speciallnanner shared by Louis, whose an- 
tipathy to the Dutch on account of their political 
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Vle\VS and religious tenets only increased as years 
,yen ton. 
In Siam there \vas a splendid field for an attack on 
the Dutch East India COlnpany, ,vhich, the mistress 
of Java. and the lVloluccas, not only had the right 
of carrying on trade, of building ports, of Inaking al- 
liances, and of founding colonies in the Indian and 
Chinese seas, but enjoyed a practical monopoly of 
the spice trade, and had in great Ineasure driven the 
Portuguese out of India. 
Colbert had in 1664 founded the French East 
India COlnpany \vhich \vas not at first received ,vith 
any great favour. But in 1668 a French factory ,vas 
established at Surat; a fe\v years later Martin 
founded Pondicherry and the French Company en- 
tered upon fairly prosperous days. The cOlnmercial 
monopoly of the Dutch \vas at once threatened, and 
the French, overjoyed at the favourable reception 
accorded to their n1issionaries, determined to estab- 
lish a factory in Siam. In 1680 the King of Siam 
having heard frotn the tnissionaries of the peace of 
Nitneguen \vith a highly coloured account of Louis' 
victories, and being moreover influenced by Constan- 
tine Phaulkon a Greek adventurer, who had gained 
his confidence and had practically become first min- 
ister, allo,ved the establishtnent of a French factory, 
and in 1682 tnade a treaty \vith the French East 
India Company on very favourable tenns. He also 
resolved to send an embassy, and in 1681 the first ex- 
pedition to France set out \vith numerous presents 
for the Pope, Louis, his Queen, the Dau phin, Orleans, 
and Colbert. Off Madagascar, ho\vever, their ship was 
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,vrcckcd and all perished. In 1684 a second cluLassy 
,vas sent, Phra-N araÏ having in the Ineantilne re- 
ceived a letter from Louis together \"ith the King's 
n1iniature. This embassy, cOlnposed of t\VO manda- 
rins and their suite, started in January, landed at 
Calais to\vards the end of the year, and early in De- 
cen1ber had an audience of Louis at Versailles. On 
being presented to the King the members of the 
embassy remained so long on the ground that Louis 
gro\ving impatient asked if they \\'ere never going to 
rise. They spoke fair ,vords, hinted that Christian. 
ity ,,-as on the increase in Siam and that the King 
\vas favourably disposed to it, spoke of cOlnmercial 
privileges, and asked that a French elnbassy should 
be sent. This request ,vas strongly supported by 
Père la Chaise, Louis' confessor, by the French 
clergy generally, and by the ß10st eloquent divines in 
particular. 
I t ,vas eventually decided that an embassy should 
be sent and in 1\larch, 1685, it set out. The objects 
aimed at by Louis and his advisers in fitting out a 
costly expedition to a distant kingdoln like Siall1 are 
singularly in agreelllen t ,vith those for ,vhich French 
policy ,vas then struggling at home. 
First, the embassy ,vas to attempt the conversion 
of the King of Sialn. Just \vhen religious unity 
\vas being insisted upon in France, in the very year 
\vhich sa\v the revocation of the Edict of N antes, 
Louis thought the conversion of an Asiatic sover. 
eign \Vould clearly delnonstrate to the ,vorld hi,; 
determination to advance the Christian religion, no 
matter at what cost, in Asia no less than in Europe. 
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Then secondly the e111bassy ,vas to leave no stone 
unturned to further the political and cOlnmercial in- 
terests of France. France ,vas on the verge of a ,,,ar 
in Europe. Foremost among her avo,ved enemies 
stood Holland. The greatness of Holland in large 
Ineasure depended upon her eastern trade. A blo\v 
,vas therefore to be struck at once at that trade. 
On Septernber the 23d, after a voyage of six months 
and t,venty days, the t\VO ships conveying the mern- 
hers of the embassy-L' Oiseall and f"p l11"alz:g'Jle, 
arri\"ed at Siam. But the expedition did not prove 
a conspicuous success. Its chief ,vas the Chevalier 
de Chaumont, a hot-headed fanatic full of religious 
zeal, and he ,vas accolnpanied by the notorious 
Abbé de Choisy, and t,velve young Frenchmen of 
noble birth, four n1issionaries, six Jesuit Fathers, and 
an engineer. Like Louis XIV. and his advisers, the 
n1embers of the elnbassy seem to have really ex- 
pected the immediate conversion of the King of 
Sian1. Nothing, ho\vever, ,vas further frol11 the 
thoughts of Phra-Naraï, and Chaumont, ,vho only 
cared for the \york of conversion and had no sym- 
pathy \yith commerce, soon found that, as far as he 
,vas concerned, he might have stayed in France. 
The Siamese desired an offensive and defensive 
treaty \vith France; Chaul110nt made the conversion 
of the I(ing a sÙle quâ 1l01t. Eventually Phra-N araÏ 
declared that he had no intention of giving up a 
religion ,vhich had been held by the Siamese for 
2229 years. rrhough the main object of the elnbassy 
\vas thus defeated, missionaries 'vere still allowed to 
carryon the work of conversion, and a treaty favour.. 
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able to French COlnmerce \vas Inadc. It \vas further 
arranged that the maritime places should be fortified 
å fa Vauban and that ne\v forts should be built at 
Bangkok and Mergui and garrisoned by French forces. 
In December, 1685, another Siamese embassy accom- 
panied Chaul110nt back to France and arrived at 
Brest in June, 1686. In August a solel11n entry \vas 
made into Paris and later the Siamese ,vere taken to 
l\1aintenon and sho\vn the troops still ,,'orking at 
the aqueduct. On Septelnber 1st, a great recep- 
tion \vas accorded to them at Versailles, and a 
picture of that very characteristic scene is still 
extant. 
After once more seeing Louis the embassy started 
back early in 1687 accompanied by SOlne 636 officers 
and men to garrison the forts of Bangkok and Mergui. 
This expedition had as usual the threefold character 
of a military expedition, of a cOlnlnercial enterprise, 
and of a religious crusade. Only 492 arrived at Siam, 
the rest having succumbed on the ,vay. Early the 
follo\\'ing year a reinforcelnent of 200 men ,vere 
dispatched from France. 
Rut the f"rench fortunes in Europe and in the 
East seelll to have been inextricably intert\vined. 
The year 1688 \vas destined to be as disastrous to 
the .French in Siam as it 'vas to their fortunes in 
Europe. The priests and Siamese aristocracy had 
long been \veary of the rule of Constantine, ,vhose 
policy had uniformly been one of alliance ,vith the 
French. In July, 1688, a revolution broke out. The 
King ,vas deposed, French influence ,vas overthrown, 
Constantine ,-vas ruined. The unpardonable indeci.. 
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sion of the French cOllllnander, Dcsfargucs, ,vas in 
great measure ans\verable for the disasters to the 
French causc. L,ouis' rclations ,vith Siam remain, 
ho\vever, as a curious and interesting illustration of 
his zeal for conversion, of his hatred of the Dutch, 
and of his intense and over,veening desire to seize 
every opportunity to pose as a Great IZing. 1 
Rut in 1685 there \vas no sign of coming disaster 
in Sialn. The conversion of the }Zing and his coun- 
try ,vas regarded as imn1inent, and Louis phulled hilll- 
self \vith the thought of the profound ÌITIpressiol1 ,,,hich 
\vould be produced in vVestern ChristendoJTI ,vhen he, 
the strong supporter of the Christian religion in Eu- 
rope, could boast of having converted a large and 
po,verful kingdolTI i1ì the far East. For ,vhile he 
,\Tas attempting to convert the Sialllese, he "ras busy 
at hOlne in proving to Europe his zeal for religion. 
lIe had resolvcd to proceed rapidly in carrying out 
his deepseated dctermination of securing at all costs 
religious and political unity at hOlne. Political unity 
,vas practically assured, but as long as the I-I uguenots 
,vere allo,ved to enjoy the privileges accorded them by 
the Edict of N antes, Louis could not regard France 
as united in a religious sense. Religious unity at hOlne 
'vas the logical outcome and result of the political 
unity already ,von, and the necessary cOlllplement of 
the cOlnlllanding position acquired by Louis in \Vest- 
ern Christendotn. I-lis po,ver dOlninated Europe. I--lis 
navy s\\rept the Mediterranean. All around hiln ,vas 


: On the subject of the French relations with Siam see L. Lanier's 
Étu.de historique sur les relatioll,)' de la France et du royaume deSiam : 
de 1662 a 1703. 
J6 
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subservience and adulation. H.cligious unity at hotnc 
\vas to hiIn absolutely necessary and seemed easy to 
secure. In the East the EIllperor \vas carrying on a 
crusade against the Turks. It seemed to I..ouis a 
happy idea to emulate hÎIn by leading a crusade 
against the Protestants. He had Illoreover the SYIll- 
pathy of James 11., \vho \vhile pursuing his o\vn 
policy in England \vas acting in hannony \vith 
the vie\vs of the French IZing. The flood of uni- 
versal Catholicism seeIlled to be rising rapidly, and 
in devotion to that CatholicisIn a great Christian 
monarch like Louis could not allo\v himself to be 
outdistanced by Austria or England. 
But if Louis' Illotives are closely analysed, it \vill be 
found that the existence of the II uguenot eleIllent in 
France jarred upon his dogIlla of absolute authority 
and did not imply any real sYlnpathy \vith or de\'o- 
tion to the Papacy. His ,vish to realise an absolute 
supreIllacy far out\veighed any desire to uphold the 
divine po,,'er of the Pope. He ,vas convinced that 
the royal authority ,vas insulted by the presence in 
France of the Protestant call1p; he ,vas equally 
certain that the French people ,vould be all the 
better for the suppression of the heretical section. 
And in his persecution of the I-I uguenots he "'as 
completely at one _ \yith the nation. Never \V3 S 
the IZing more in sympathy\vith the mass of his sub. 
jects than ,vhen he issued the order for the revoca. 
tion of the Edict of Nantes. 
The existence of a schismatic body \vithin France 
had ahvays been a source of annoyance to Louis, and 
it is possible that he hoped by expelling the whole 
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sect of Protestants to be in a position to clainl " the 
liberties of the national Church as a reward for his 
crusade." A Gallican Church under the direct super- 
vision of the IZing hilnself and free froln all interfer- 
ence froln ROlne ,vas undoubtedly Louis' ideal. It 
,vas therefore an accurate appreciation of the King's 
reallnotives that caused Innocent XI. to condelnn the 
revocation of the Edict of Nantes. By it the inter- 
ests of ROlne ,vere as seriously imperilled as the in- 
terests of the national Church in France ,vere 
ad\Tanced. The revocation ,vas from Louis' point 
of vie\v absolutely necessary, and \vas part of a gen- 
e ra l schen1e. He had long been preparing for the 
event. l\lazarin had treated the Huguenots v{ith 
tolerance. \Vith his natural prudence he sa\\' the \vis- 
ùOln of pursuing a conciliatory policy. Besides, they 
had not supported the }-i"ronde and for that he \vas 
grateful. The Edict of N antes had in consequence 
been confinned in 1652 and the future seelned assured 
to the I-I uguenots for the exercise, not only of their re- 
ligious rites but also of their political functions. But 
the hatred of the French clergy never slept. \Vith pas. 
sionate language they besought Louis even ,vhile he 
,vas a mere child to check the progress of this hereti- 
cal society. In IGS 5 the l\rchbishop of Rheîms 
dec1ailned against the declaration of Saint.Gennain in 
16S2 and alluded to the IIuguenot telnples as " Syna- 
gogues of Satan" and to the Huguenots thernselves 
" as heretics, persecutors, and schismatics." 
Soon after the death of l\'1azarin the policy \\'hich 
..:ulrninated in 1685 began in real earnest. The young 
King rielding to his clerical advisers abandoned once 
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and for all the liberal-lninded policy of Henry IV. and 
inaugurated the era of persecution. In April, 1661, 
Louis agreed to the delnand of the clergy that com- 
missioners should be sent into the provinces to re- 
port on the Protestant churches built since the Edict 
of N antes; for the clergy clail11ed that Article 9 of 
that Edict only allowed the Protestants to exercise 
their \vorshi p in certain places and therefore that all 
churches built since 1597 should be pulled dO\\Tn. 
The result of the COI11111ission \\Tas favourable to these 
views and nUl11erous churches were demolished. 
Not only ,\Tas public \vorship gradually proscribed 
but many vexatious restraints \\'ere imposed on the 
Protestants. The signal had been given and prepara- 
tory measures \vere taken \vhich made quite ap- 
parent to farsighted Inen the nature and meaning 
of the King's policy. In 1666 the first series of 
emigrations took place and in 1668 it \vas reported 
that 800 French Protestant families had arrived at 
The Hague. The Elector of Brandenburg ventured to 
protest against the infractions of the Edict of Nantes, 
but Louis replied that no churches \vhich had been 
in existence in 1597 had been destroyed. A system of 
sel11i-persecution \vas thus continued in accordance 
\\Tith the strict Jesuit interpretation of the treaty 
of N antes. Already burials in the daytime ,vere 
prohibited on the ground that no clause could be 
found pern1itting intennents by day. In 16 70 
schooh11asters were forbidden to teach any subject 
save reading, ,vriting, and arithlnetic on the ground 
that the Edict contained no list of subjects ,vhich 
the Protestants might teach. On such frivolous in- 
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terpretations of the Edict many schools \vere closed 
and only one Inaster \vas allowed in each school. 
These regulations were severely enforced through 
the instruinentality of the clergy, and the Protestant 
schools \vere practically ruined. 
In 1669, the violent and persecuting spirit shown 
by the Bishop of Amiens resulted in a large elnigra- 
tion of the Protestants of Picardy to England. In 
1675 the clergy demanded that Protestant children 
should be converted at the age of fourteen, and in 
1681 a royal edict declared that such children could 
be converted at the age of seven. The Protestants 
had to choose behveen ignorance or conversion. 
They \vere thus treated like Turks or infidels. They 
were loyal French subjects ready and ,villing to fight 
for their country, they were the backbone of the 
commercial prosperity of France. But Louis had 
always dreaded as \vell as disliked theine In 1668 he 
feared a revolt of the :French Huguenots, and in 
1680 he ordered that the Protestant officers should 
gradually be dislnissed froln the navy. The King 
had evidently been entirely Inisinformed as to the 
strength of the dissidents, for as a political party 
the Huguenots do not seeln to have been well or
 
ganised or in any \vay dangerous. But after the 
peace of N ilneguen a change had COlne over Louisf 
life. He fell under the influence of Père la Chaise 
and Madaine de IVlaintenon. Colbert's influence ,vas 
\vaning; tha-.! o 
 Louv ois \vas increasing. The lying 
reports of the intendants notifying the conversion of 
thousands rendered Colbert's advice fruitless, and 
Louis' fresh persecuting Ineasures-the result of his 
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religious and political ardour-\vere accompanied by 
a rapid series of elnigrations. I n 168 I a large n Uln- 
ber of Protestants fled froln the ,vest and the north 
and in 1683 after Colbert's death persecution and 
destruction of churches continued \vith rene\ved 
vigour till the cultninating point \vas rcached in the 
Dragonnade of 1685 and the revocation itself. 
In 1688 the largest elnigration took place, and apart 
from the thousands of good citizens \vho left the 
country, 've must notice the retnark of Vauban that 
France lost 600 officers and 12,000 soldiers better 
seasoned than their Catholic brethren. And this 
took place in 1688 the year of all others ,vhen Louis 
required all his best soldiers to combat the rising 
flood of European hostility. 
The question as to Louis' O\Vll share ill the respon- 
sibility of this fatal policy, ,vhich produced such in- 
calculable harm and loss to France, has yet to be 
fina.lly detertnined. J
ouvois has been accused of 
being the author of the fatal revocation; IVfadalne 
de l\Iaintcnon has been also charged \vith strongly 
su pporting the an ti-Protestal:!.. p.9licy and of b ein g 
the tnain cause of the attack of the Reforrned re- 
- -- 
ligion. The Jesu its and_clergy generally have in 
thcir turn been reg arde d as tnainlyJ:1strumental in 
bringing about the greatest tnistake of the reign. 
1'here is no proof that Louvois played a leading 
part in furthering a policy ,vhich had been in Inen's 
tninds all through Louis' reign. But there is no 
doubt that he carried out ,,'ith unnecessary violence 
against the Protestants measures ,vhich ,vere in 
direct oppositon to Colbert's principles, and that he 
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regarded the adoption of a policy of persecution as 
a means of supplanting that great minister and of 
recouping the exchequer at the expense of his 
victims. 
Madame de 1'viaintenon certainly did not playa 
leading part in the revocation. This is Voltaire's 
opinion, and there is no ground for disputing i!;, 
She, like almost all Catholic France, approved of the 
measures taken against the 11 uguenots, thinking 
\vith all the world that the revocation \vas a praise- 
\vorthy act and easy of execution. In a letter 
\vritten on August 13, 1684, she says that the 
King has the intention of bringing about the entire 
conversion of the heretics, and that he had frequent 
intervie\vs \vith Le Tellier the Chancellor and Châ- 
teauneuf, Secretary of State, \vith reference to lcs 
affaires de la religion prétclldue refor1l1ée. She goes 
on to say that she \vas allo\ved to be present at these 
interviews and that she did not agree \vith the meas- 
ures proposed by Châteauneuf. "One cannot," she 
\vrites, "precipitate matters; one must convert and 
not persecute. The King is ready to do all 
that lTIay be considered as tending to the benefit 
of religion. This enterprise \vill cover him \vith 
glory before God and before men." The atrocious 
persecution, due in great measure to Louvois, was 
repugnant to her nature. She \vould have trusted 
entircly to persuasion and not to cruelty. "The 
King," she writes, "is lTIuch touched by \vhat has 
COl1le to his ears-and he kno\vs only a portion. 
For fifteen years have I counselled moder- 
ation; I have nCVf'r injured anyone, and the J{ing- 
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has often reproached nIC for tny tnoderation." 
\Vhen she told Louis that the persecution would, 
so far from bringing about conversion, only inflalne 
the }>rotestan ts the Inore against the Catholic reli- 
gion, Louis refuscd to listen. "I fear, l\iadalnc," he 
said to her at one titne, "that the Inildncss ,vith 
\vhich you ,vould \vish the Cal vi nists to be treated, 
arises from sOlne remaining sytnpathy \vith your 
former religion." Still she pressed her point of 
vie\v and succeeded in keeping her Protestant ser- 
vants in spite of Louis' protests. 
I..ouis \vas distinctly responsible fur the revoca- 
tion. rrhe question of the conversion of all dissi- 
dents in France had occupied his thoughts for a very 
long period. Throughout his reign, Ininisters, the 
clerical asselllblies, the Parll'/Jlcllts, the great nldSS 
of the kingdoln, had pressed the Inatter upon his 
attention. Public opinion had declared itself un- 
Inistakably for the revocation. r\s carly as April 
5, 1681, l\Iadalne de l\Iaintenon \vrites: "If God 
preserve the King thcrc \vill not be one II uguenot 
left t\\Tcnty years hence." This is usually taken to 
be a quotation froln Louis' o\\'n lips, and \"ould seenl 
to indicate that Louis \vas Inore than \villing to re- 
gard hilnsclf, as in other cases, carrying out the 
popular ,,,ish. Louis' responsibility \vas heavy, but 
he was in great nleasure the tool of the clergy. Ever 
since 1661 he \vas to a considerable cxtent ull\vit- 
tingly influenced by SOl1le Inore po\verfullnind than 
his o\vn. Thinking he \"as acting best for his own 
salvation, he allo\vcd hilnself in this Inatter to be 
guided by the Jesuits. The detennining cause of 
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the revocation \vas the action of the dergy. "The 
conduct, the direction, the strategy of this great 
event \vas in the hands of the French clergy," says 
a modern French \vriter. "The real authors of this 
revocation carried out," says Saint-Simon, ",vith 
the least pretext and \vithout any necessity, are as- 
sured]y those ,vho inspired_it." 
Louis has in accordance \vith this vie\v been de- 
scribed as a "glorious accoinplice." On his death- 
bed, on August 26, I ïI 5, addressing the three 
cardinals \vho stood round him, he declared, accord- 
ing to Saint-Simon, that he had ahvays acted \vith 
regard to Church affairs by the direction of his 
clerical advisers, and that they \vere responsible for 
all that he had done. 
Louis unquestionably hoped in 1685 to repair the 
past by one great act of religious intolerance, though 
he probably \vas in the hands of his agents through- 
out. There is no reason to doubt that he \vas de- 
ceived as to the alnount of vigorous Protestantism 
in the country. The intendants sent lying reports of 
conversions to the King, and Louis, misled by the 
official information, itnagined that the revocation 
\vould have no disastrous effect upon France. I..ouis 
lived on a pedestal and ,vas to a great extent, if not 
entirely, ignorant of the horrors ,vhich attended the 
execution of his policy_ This view receives sOlne 
confirmation in the letter of l\Iadalne de Maintcnon 
quoted above. And at the saIne time it must ahvays 
be relnelnbered that fe\v even of the more sagacious 
Ininds ever realised the real illlport of the line of 
policy pursued by the govenunent of France 
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to\vards the Huguenots. Colbert never actively 
opposed the persecutions, and never showed any 
signs uf an appreciation of the real drift and pos- 
sible 
esults of Louis' religious policy. But during 
his lifetin1e the persecution had not reached its ex- 
tretne litnits, and he \vas mainly occupied in the task 
of establishing an equilibriutn behveen the expendi. 
ture and receipts-a task in \vhich he ,vas fairly 
successful even as late as 1683, the year of his death. 
Louis succeeded in his object, but at \vhat cost? 
The last ren1aining stutnbling-block in the ,\'ay of a 
centralised monarchy ,vas removed. No jarring or 
discordant note disturbed the harmony \vhich ex- 
isted on the surface bet\\"een king and people. The 
revocation ,vas extremely popular. Louis like 
George III. represented the tastes and prejudices of 
the mass of his countrytnen. The I I uguenots \vere 
unpopular, they had ahvays held their privileges" in 
the teeth of the Inajority of the nation," and their 
proscription by Louis was a popular act. The nation, 
like Nero, fiddled ,vhile France received a blo\v 
fraln \vhich she has never recovered. Above 300,000 
emigrants left the country, including the best men 
of France as regards "birth, substance. and repu- 
tation." The trade of the country ,vent with thenl 
and the rest of Louis' reign is a period of econon1Ïc 
decadence. Even in the year 1685, it is 
tated that 
a single parish in Rouen contained 5000 poor, \vhile 
in Poitou, in Lilnousin and Languedoc, a large 
nUlnber of peasants subsisted on chataz"gllcs, glands, 
herbes, bOllcliers. And froln this titne the ,vant and 
misery increased to an enormous extent. France 
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could ill afford to see the entire Teutonic factor 
elitllinated frolll her midst. 
Centralisation ,\"as indeed secured, but the stream 
of national life was dried up. The educated middle 
class ceased to exist. The year 1684 sa\v Lou is 
at the height of his po\ver, the year 1685 sa\v the 
cOl1ullission of this fatal error and the beginning 
of the decline of the greatness and influcnce of 
France. 
The revocation of the Edict of N antes gave the 
religious question a forelnost place atnong all the 
affairs of Western Christendoln and provcd to be 
the prelude to the l...cague of J\ugsburg. In 1684 
Louis had given the Ia\v to Europe; in 1687 his 
domination in Eurupe \vas threatened on all sides. 
The explanation of this-one might altnost say revo- 
lution in the general current of European opin- 
ion ,vas due to the revocation uf the Edict of N dntes. 
.And I...ouis' \vhole cond uct with reference to it ,vas 
teetning ,vith blunders. He had expected that the 
revocation proceeding sÍ111ultaneously with the 1111- 
perial war against the Turks ,voldd disann the hos- 
tility of the Emperor and bring about friendly 
relations. But the very reverse happened. The 
Elnpire and Eillperor beCatllc united. The German 
Catholics rClnained faithful to their chief and the 
Protestants joined them. Louis tnoreovcr carried 
a\vay by his ideas of exterminating heresy had forced 
Victor Alnaùeus of Savoy to assent to the expulsion 
of the Vaudois frolll their valleys early in 1686. He 
considered that thc presence of Protestants Jiving 
peacefully so near France \vould prove a had exam- 
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pIe to his o\vn Huguenot subjects. The Vaudois 
valleys too would afford a refuge for fugitives froln 
France, and such a state of things could not be 
tolerated by the greatest tnonarch in Europe. The 
expulsion of the Vaudois ,vas an act of blind and 
useless brutality and only aggravated the general 
feeling of Europe against the aggressive and all 
pervading domination of France. 
The year 1685 then marks the tin1e \vhen Louis 
finally deserted the \vise policy ,vhich ailned at pre- 
serving intact a circle of Protestant alliances in 
Germany. Though he and his successors endeav- 
oured at times with success to return to the old and 
more statesmanlike SystCl11, it ,vas left for the rising 
po\ver of Brandenburg to enter upon the position 
which France had abandoned. 
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to pursue on the approaching 
extinction of the Spanish line of the House of Aus- 
tria and on the expiration or breach of the annistice 
concluded \vith Germany. The old independence 
of the States of Europe could not be maintained 
any longer unless this prince found some\vhere or 
other an energetic resistance." 
The possibility of making such a resistance had 
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long occupicd the IninJs of Inany of the Europe
n 
Princes. In the autulnn of 1681 Charles XI. of 
Sweden, furious at the loss of the Duchy of Deux- 
Ponts, signed a treaty ,vith the States-General, 
and to this early in 1682 Leopold gave his adhe- 
sion, his example being follo\ved by Spain, Saxony, 
Bavaria, Hesse-Cassel, and the leading melnbers of 
the Circles of the Upper H..hine and Franconia. This 
attelnpt to curb the Grand lIIollarque ,vas, as "'e ha\'e 
seen, prelnature, and it ,vas not till after the re\'oca- 
tion of the Edict of N antes that European oppo- 
sition took a practical {orIn. A deep feeling of 
sympathy ,vas manifested in England for continen- 
tal Protestantism; in Holland the party of the Prince 
of Orange \vas strengthened; the Elector of Bran- 
denburg ,,,as thoroughly aroused. But as long as 
England's }Zing \\'as an ardent ROlnan Catholic, the 
issue of a struggle \yith Louis XI\T. was regarded 
as doubtful. 
I t had been obvious for some years to all sagacious 
men that if I.ouis succeeded in transforIning the 
truce of Ratisbon into a peace, and secured forever 
his RéullioJl acquisitions he \\'ould acquire complete 
military preponderance in Europe. 
\;Vith England as his ally there is little doubt that 
Louis ,vould have carried his point and established 
his predominance. On England's action then the 
fortunes of Europe depended. The alienation of 
James froin his subjects "'as of the gravest Euro- 
pean consequence. "The strife ,,'hich a\vaited its 
decision in England "'as closely bound up ,vith the 
great religious and political conflict \vhich then di- 
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vidcd Europe." 1 J atncs II. \vas bent on the restora- 
tion of Roman Catholicistn in England. But even the 
Roman party in England ,vas di\Tided. The moder- 
ate Catholic party \\'as in agreement ,vith the views 
of Innocent XL, ,vhile the Jesuit faction \\Thich sur- 
rounded the King strongly advocated a close alliance 
,vith Louis XIV., ,,,hose policy they supported. 
The rival claims of Louis and Innocent placed 
J ames in an unpleasant dilemm
, and at length he 
decided to mediate behveen the t\\'o. \Vhile J an1es 
,vas busy endeavouring to ,vean Innocent from his 
antagonism to Louis, and to establish the Roman 
Catholic religion in England, the opposition to 
France had become European. On July 9, 1686, 
the League of Augsburg "'as formed-to preserve 
the treaties of Vl estphalia and Nimeguen and the 
truce of Ratisbon. It included the Emperor, the 
Kings of Spain and S\veden, the Dutch Repub- 
lic, the Palatine and Saxon Electors, ,vith the Cir- 
cles of Bavaria, 11'ranconia, and the Upper Rhine. 
In 1G87 Innocent XI. secretly joined it, and the 
Dukes of Bavaria and Savoy openly. Calvinists, 
Lutherans, Catholics united so as to be ready for all 
possible contingencies. The League bore a Euro- 
pean rather than a German character. It onlr re- 
quired the adhesion of England. 
Louis' ans\ver to the League \vas a demand that 
the truce of Ratisbon should be at once transfonned 
into a peace. J atTIes II. supported him, and it 
appeared likely that the European struggle \vould 


1 See Ranke. History 
f Englalld, principally in the Sixteenth a1r'" 
Stventeenth centuries. 
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begin in the north of Europe by the allied English 
and French forces attacking the Dutch Republic. 
I t seemed then possible that England and France 
might early in 1688 unite against Holland, and that 
the history of 1672 might be repeated. '[he rela- 
tions between the government of J ames I I. and that 
of the Stadtholder ,vere seriously strained. Colonial 
disputes about Bantaln in Java, and the recall by 
James in January, 1688, from the Dutch service of 
those :English and Scottish regiments ,vhich had re- 
Inained in IIoIland since 1678 boded no good to the 
Protestant cause in Europe. At this very time too 
Denlnark and Sweden "'ere on the verge of a strug- 
gle oyer the Schleswig-llolstein" affair," and as the 
Dutch supported the S\\-edes, England and France 
su pported Denmark. It seemed more than likely 
that this business might bring on a general \\'ar. 
Louis had no time, hO\\Tcycr, to lose. The Turk- 
ish \var still occupied the Elnperor in the East but 
it might be concluded at any moment; Hungary 
\vas firmly held by Austria; on September 6th 
Belgrade ,vas carried by assault. Peace \\Tith the 
Turks once Inade, the forces then elnployed on the 
Danube ".ould be an important factor on the Rhine. 
Louis' policy ever since 1684 had been perfectly 
clear. To unite permanently to France those dis- 
tricts, the possession of ,vhich ,vas yielded to hiln 
for twenty years by the truce of Ratisbon, \\Tas a 
policy ,vorthy of a great king. By so doing he 
\\'ould acquire" complete military preponderance in 
Europe both for defence and offence." His reli- 
gIouS policy ,vas equally clear. H
 intended to 
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force the Pope to confirm the ecclesiastical inde- 
pendence of France and thus the first position in 
the Catholic world would be assured to himself. To 
secure these objects it \vas necessary to strike at the 
ne\vly formed League, while as yet the Turkish war 
occupied a great part of its forces. Opportunities for 
kindling a European war have been rarely difficult 
to find during the last three centuries, and Louis 
easily found more than one pretext ,vhich he thought 
\vould enable hitn to establish his preponùerance 
in Europe on a permanent footing. "The death of 
Maximilian I--Ienry, Archbishop of Cologne, in June, 
1688, was an opportunity seized upon by Louis to 
occupy Cologne, and to place his creature William of 
Fürstenberg in possession of the Electorate to \vhich 
he had not been legally elected. The idea of the 
occupation of an Electorate, so itnportant geographi- 
cally as \vas Cologne to France, by Prince Joseph 
Clement of Bavaria, the candidate of the Emperor 
and Pope was not to be entertained for a moment, 
and \vhile Fürstenberg took possession of his Electo- 
rate, French troops occupied Cologne. Then the 
question of the succession to the Palatinate opened 
a vast field for Louis' alnbitious schemes. r[he 
extinction of the lnale line of Simn1ern in 1685 left 
Charlotte Elizabeth, the ""ife of Orleans, the only 
descendant of the Simmerns. Finding that the Pope 
and Emperor refused to recognise Fürstenberg and 
to transform the t\venty years' truce into a peace, 
Louis determined to postpone the inevitable strug- 
gle no longer, and at once prepared to assert the 
rights of the Duchess of Orleans in the Palatinate. 
" 
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::\Iadame herself ,vas furious at this claim set up 
on her behalf, and, before the Dauphin started on 
September 25th to invade the Palatinate ,vithout 
any previous declaration of ,var, she told him that 
he should be grieved and "not pleased at the 
thought that her nalne should be used to ruin 
her poor country." The decision to occupy the 
Palatinate had not been CaIne to \vithout serious 
deliberation. But after long consultations the 
French ministers had decided that it 'was of the ut- 
most importance to France that the Emperor and 
Empire should cede definitely the territories placed 
in Louis' hands by the truce of Ratisbon, and should 
recognise the claims of Orleans to the Palatinate 
succession. In order to obtain the cession of these 
territories it \vas resolved to occupy the Palatinate 
\vithout further delay. 
This decision has been severely criticised by many 
able historians. By attacking Holland or even by 
making a movement against IYlaestricht, the expedi- 
tion of Wil!ialn ,vould, it is usually said, have been 
prevented. But it lnust be remelnbered that Maes- 
tricht ,vas not in the heart of I--Iolland, and though 
its siege would have embarrassed the Dutch, there 
is no reason for believing that it ,vould have caused 
the abandonment of the expedition to England. 
The French anns had failed in 1672 in the attack 
on Holland, though the Dutch \vere unable to offer 
any organised resistance. In 1688 the Dutch ,vcre 
fully prepared, they had po\verful allies, and l\Iaes- 
tricht itself was far better able to stand a long siege 
than in 1672. French troops had already marched 
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into the Electorate of Cologne \vithout causing any 
special disquietude to Holland or paralysing the 
efforts of \Villiam. There is no dou bt that it \vould 
have been far better for the French cause had 
William's landing in England been prevented. Rut 
Louis' reasons for deciding to attack Philippsbllrg 
have not been fully appreciated by \vriters \vho speak 
of his great blunder in marching to the Middle Rhine. 
Louis' principal object at this time \vas to convert 
the truce of Ratisbon into a solid and definite peace. 
By seizing Philippsburg, the main doonvay froln 
Germany into France, he hoped to bring his enemies 
to treat, and he at once offered to restore it and 
Freiburg if they \vould agree to his terms. 
l\ioreover his relations \vith the English Court had 
in the summer of 1688 become strained. To prevent 
the landing of 'Villiam in England, Louis had pro- 
posed a junction of the English and French fleets 
and had this taken place William's plans ,vould for 
a titne have been frustrated. But the English rninis- 
ters thought that \VillialTI \vould be halnpered by 
difficulties \vith the States-General, and they feared 
the effect of the junction of the fleets upon Eng- 
lish public opinion. J ames and the Court too 
,vere indignant at Louis' attitude and the tone of 
the declaration made early in September. I t ,vas 
thought that he assumed the air of a protector and 
imagined that England could not defend itself ,vith- 
out his aid. Such patronising manners on the part 
of Louis at once roused James' pride. He assured 
the Dutch envoy that no alliance existed bet\veen 
England and France, and that he intended to pursue 
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a policy of neutrality; shortly after\vards he offered 
the States Gcneral a treaty \vhich had for its object 
the maintainance of the peace of Nimeguen and the 
truce of Ratisbon. The foreign policy of England 
\vas no longer in harmony \vith the ailns of the French 
Court, and as J ames determined further to conciliate 
the Episcopalian party the English alliance seclned 
for the time lost to Louis. 
Villars, describing the opinion hcld at Versailles, 
gives us some very valuable infonnation: " The 
Court hesitated as to ,vhat should be its policy, 
\vhether it should give aid to I(ing J atnes about to 
be attackcd, or should prevent the pcace \vith the 
Turks, \vhich ,vas being Inade, and \vhich ,vould 
bring upon us the \vhole forces of the Emperor and 
Empire. 1\1. de Louvois, upon his return irom 
Forges, \vhere he had been taking the ,vaters for 
some days, decided to take the second course. In 
effect nothing \vas more itnportant for us than to 
secure so po\verful a diversion in our favour as that 
of the Turks. Besides, ,vhat prospect \vas there that 
so great a revolution could take place in England 
,vithout Inuch trouble and discord? 1"his suited 
us bettcr than a settled government under l(ing 
James; the lnore so that \ve had already seen Eng- 
land at peace and under the authority of King 
Charles I I., a devoted ally, cOlTIpel that sovereign to 
declare ,var against us. .,* Though these vie,,'s proved 
erroneous, still it was ahvays quite possible that the 
English feeling might have forced James II. into 


* Villars C\larechal de), jJ,Iemoircs: J672-1734. Edited by the 
::\Iarquis de V ogüé. 
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IllCaSUrcs prcj udicial to the French interests. It 
is easy to be \vise after the event, and to say that 
Louis ought to have spared no efforts to prevent the 
Prince of Orange from landing in England, but \vhen 
the CirCUlTIstances of the time are clearly and fully 
examined, and \vhen it is relTIem bered that no one 
could anticipate that \Villiam III. ,vould take pos- 
session of England, as Charles VIII. conquered 
Naples, \vith a piece of chalk, it ,vill be found that 
there is more justification for the attack on Philips- 
burg than SOlne historians imagine. On October 
2nd Boufflers took Kaiserslau tern; on October 29th 
the Dauphin received the submission of Philips- 
burg; in November IVladame \vrote "nlY troubles 
are increased by hearing all those around me dis- 
cuss incessantly the preparations that are being 
made to burn and bombard the good to\"n of l\Ian- 
heinl, which my father, the late Elector, built ,vith 
so much care. It Inakes Iny heart bleeù, yet they 
are angry at my grief no\v the King is 
sole master of the Palatinate." 
On the very day of the fall of Philipsburg, Wil- 
liam of Orange sailed for England, to save Protes- 
tantiSlTI and the balance of po\\'cr in Europe. The 
decision to attack the Palatinate ,vas, as it turned 
out, an enormous blunder. I lad I..ouis elected to at- 
tack I
Iolland or even to make a demonstration in the 
direction of lVlaestricht, "VVilliam \voldd have been 
paralysed and the Rcvolution in England averted or 
at any rate postponed. 
The ne\vs of the siege of Philippsburg caIne as a 
great relief to the Protestant Princes of north Ger- 
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luany. To thclll it had been long apparent that a 
general struggle against the predominance of France 
was inevitab l
 Frederick vVilliam, the great Elec- 
tor of Brandenburg, had hoped that on the con- 
clusion of the Turkish ,var, the forces of united 
Gennany \vould invade }irance and aided
bý disaf- 
fection among the French nobles \vould penetrate 
to Paris. On his death his son Frederick III. con- 
tinued to advocate his father's plans. With Charies, 
l..andgrave of Hesse, he formed a close alliance to 
defend the \vhole course of the Rhine, \vhich they 
rightly thought \vas endangered by Louis' attitude. 
I t ,vas evident to them as it ,vas to the Duke of 
Celle an others that the election of }iürstenburg 
to the Electorate of Cologne must be prevented at 
all cost, and that England must be ,yon over to the 
European opposition to Louis. 
The invasion of the Palatinate decided many 
hesitating Princes. The Elector of Saxony declared 
he \vould carry the war on the l\liddle Rhine, the 
Duke of Hanover ,vas equally determined to come 
to the aid to the Empire. It only remained for 
\Villiam to succeed in his English enterprise. All 
the events of the last three years had combined to 
aid him. The revocation of the Edict of N antes 
had destroyed in great measure Louis' influence in 
Inany of the small German courts; the continued 
:dliance of England and France had roused t he fears 
of every Protestant statesman in Europe; the affair 
of the Cologne electorate ,vould, it \vas believed, 
end i.n the ruin of Gerolany; I"ouis' attack on the 
Palatinéite, \vhile it convinced \Villialn of Oran,e-e 
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that the Anglo-French alliance Inust at all hazards 
be 'þroken, relieved his anxiety on the score of Hol- 
land and enabled him to set out for England, sup- 
ported by the good \vishes of not only the German 
..... - Protestants but of Pope Innocent XI. and the Em- 
peror Leopold. 
By the beginning of 1689, Louis' position was far 
from being satisfactory. The Turks were unable to 
create any serious diversion in his favour; Denmark 
\vas surrounded by foes. Louis deemed it neces- 
sary to \vithdra\v from the Palatinate. I-Ie had 
seized on the four Rhine Electorates but realised 
that he could not defend the \vhole breadth of the 
annexed districts. His advisers therefore hit upon 
a ghastly plan of \vasting the Palatinate. Accor- 
dingly \vhat is kno\vn as the Second Devastation of 
the Palatinate took place-and this meant the total 
destruction of its cities, and the ruin of its agricul- 
ture, trade, and prosperity, in order that the advan- 
cing Gernlans might find a desert between thelTI and 
France" 
l\Iadalne was in despair at the fate of her beloved 
country. "Should they kill Ine for it," she \vrote 
on March 20th, "I cannot help bitterly regretting 
and deploring my share in Iny country's ruin. I a01 
seized with such a horror \vhen I think of all that 
has been destroyed that every night I think Inyself 
at IIeidelberg or l\1anheiln in the middle of the 
desolation. I \vake up \vith a start and do not go 
to sleep again for t\\'o hours. I think of it all as I 
once kne\\r it, and as it is no\v; also the change in 
my o\vn life, and then I cannot prevent myself 
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\veeping." But lVladalne's despair could not save 
her beloved country. The !-i-'rench soldiers devasta- 
ted the Palatinate, the to\vn of Heidelberg \vas 
burnt, its magnificent castle \vas ruined. The whole 
country \vas ravaged; cities and agriculture de- 
stroyed, the Rhine district left in great part a 
desert. 
"The ravage of the Palatinate," says Mr. Lilly, 
" \vas one of those crimes 'which arouse inextinguish- 
able hatred in the breasts of a people and leave to 
future generations a terrible legacy of vengeance." 1 
The memory of Turenne's devastation in 1674 
\vas still fresh, and this second \vanton infliction of 
misery on the inhabitants of the Palatinate roused 
Germany and infused ne\v energy into the League. 
The Diet declared \var at R,atisbon in February, 
1689, and three armies \vere at once set on foot. This 
second devastation of the Palatinate \vell marks the 
end of Louis' culminating period of prosperity, 
\vhich beginning \vith the peace of Nimeguen, closes 
\vith a deed unsurpassed in cruelty and la\vlessness. 
.1\ thrill of horror ran through Europe, and the pa- 
triotic feelings roused in Germany by this last mani- 
festation of Louis' arrogance may be said to have 
never entirely subsided. Some fifty years or so 
later, ,vhen the French at the opening of the Aus- 
trian Succession War \vere proposing to intervene 
actively on the side of Prussia, it ,vas found that 
there ,vas "one point on ,vhich all Germans \vere 
agreed vvithout distinction of the greater and lesser 
states, o f Protestant or Catholic, one comlnon feel- 
I Chaþters in Euroþean IJistory by \V. S. Lilly, vol. ii. pp. 84-5. 
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ing that could Í1npose silence on their special dis')cn- 
sions; this 'vas sullen and jealous irritation ,vith 
France." I The soldiers of France "little kne,v to 
,vhat an undying hatred on the part of Germany 
they devoted the very nalne of their country, ,vhen 
they inscribed it in letters of blood and fire on all 
the hills of the Palatinate." 
Some of the most eminent of French soldiers like 
Villars condemned this devastation as opposed to 
the true science of \var and contrary to hUlnanity. 
Villars himself tries to excuse Louis on the ground 
that Louvois over-persuaded him. "The IZing," he 
says, ",vhose merciful nature was never really un- 
derstood, had been over-persuaded that the safety 
of the State depended upon creating a desert 
bet\veen our frontier and the enemy's armies." 
And he continues in still stronger language, "This 
pernicious policy had been carried so far that so\ving 
had been forbidden upon a space of four leagues on 
either bank of the Meuse. I t is still unknown by 
,vhat fatality these atrocious orders \vere made. 
The Marquis of Louvois, a man of great intelligence, 
did not oppose them, and persuaded the King, 
\V hose kind nature, nevertheless, I repeat, \vas un- 
doubted." But though it may be allowed that 
Louis \vas naturally kind-hearted and \vas perhaps 
over-persuaded by Louvois, the fact remains that 
the French had not very long before laid \vaste the 


1 For an interesting account of the effect of this devastation of the 
Palatinate upon the attitude of the German people towards France, 
see the Duke de Broglie's, rrederÙk ih
 Great and .LJEaria There
'aJ 
vol. i. 
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Picdlnontcsc valleys, and that a little latcr they 
proposed to destroy Dublin in order to save Ire- 
land. It \vould seem that the plan of devastating 
the Palatinate \\'as quite in hannony 'with their meth. 
ods of making "Tar. 
It \vould have been \vell for Louis if he had never 
sent a French soldier into the Palatinate. In the 
first place the French failed in their ain1 and the 
devastation ,vas useless, for the Germans, more 
united than ever before, took l\lainz and Bonn. Be- 
sides, by invading the Electorate, instead of Inaking 
a n10vement in a more northerly direction, he had 
enabled his great rival, \Villialn of Orange, to act as 
he \vished and sail for England. That the Revolu- 
tion of 1688 occurred \vhen it did is due to Louis' 
excusable though fatal blunder, due to his desire to 
increase the glory of his house. The \vhole course 
of European politics \vas changed by \Villialn's 
rapid action, \vhich \vas alone rendered possible by 
I
ouis' great Inistake. Then, again, the devastation 
of the Palatinate \vas another fatal blunder. J lIst 
as the invasion had ended his connexion \vith the 
English Court, so the devastation destroyed his last 
hold upon Germany. 
The new "var in \vhich Louis found himself in 
1689, marks an epoch in the history of France. 
The decline of the monarchy begins. The Revolu- 
tion of 1688 inaugurates in England a period of 
constitutional government, of commercial prosper- 
ity, of colonial expansion. The succes
 of 'Villialn 
III represents the victory of constitutional o\'er 
divine right. 'Vith the opening of the \var of the 
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League of Augsburg, "The Age of Louis XIV." 
may be said to be over, just as the Tudor period 
may be said to end \vith the defeat of the Spanish 
Armada. The year 1588 ,vas a turning point in the 
history of constitutional governlnent and commer- 
cial progress in England; it also disclosed to the 

?orld the real \veakness of Spain and indicated her 
rapid decline. 
The year 1688, again bringing \vith it the accession 
of \Villiam III. to the English throne, marks an im- 
portant epoch in the constitutional development 
of England. It does more, for it sees a revolution 
in her foreign policy. England comes into line \vith 
the members of the League of Augsburg, and in 
doing so gives a ne,v force to the general European 
opposition to Louis XIV. The year 1688, too, 
Inarks the time \vhen the true character of the 
French monarchy stands revealed before an indig- 
nant Europe. This revolt of Europe against the 
violent acts of the French monarchy had been gath- 
ering force and volume during the last ten years, 
and ,vas not to be appeased till the treaty of Utrecht 
had lo\vered the pretensions of France and allayed 
the apprehensions of all the Teutonic peoples. Fr0111 
lú88 England and Holland definitely united against 
the aggressive Catholic monarchy of Louis XI\l. 
1"he revocation of the Edict of N antes, and the ac- 
cession of James II., had brought home to Dutch 
statesmen the danger fro111 France, and their o\vn 
helplessness \vithout the alliance of England. 1"hat 
Holland \vould lose much of her independence 
by beçoming the satellite of England \vas foreseen 
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by tnany Dutchmen; but in 1688-9 the Republic 
of the Netherlands had no other course but to co- 
operate ,vith \Villiam III. From 1688, too, a new 
period in the rivalry of England and France begins. 
Froln the Norman Conquest to the reign of Eliza- 
beth, hostility bet\veen the t\VO countries ,vas re- 
garded as part of the political creed of each. 
Elizabeth and the Stuarts, ho\vever, found that a 
l;rench alliance ,,'as more suited to the circum- 
stances of the time, and even Crom\vell very ,visel)" 
preferred to ally ,vith l\lazarin, than to suspend for a 
day the commercial expansion of England at the 
expense of Spain. 
Had the latter Stuarts acted to\vards Louis XIV. 
,vith the caution and firmness sho\ved by Crom\vell 
in his dealings ,vith Mazarin, the preponderance of 
France in Europe ,vould not have been dangerous and 
the Revolution of 1688 t11ight not have been neces- 
sary. But Charles II. and his brother systematically 
shut their eyes to the needs of the English nation, 
and persistently ignored not only the general interests 
of Europe but those of England in order to further 
their o,vn personal aims. As the ,vhole tendency of 
l...ouis' policy became apparent, the deep-seated antag- 
onism, religious, commercial, and political, bet\veen 
the t,vo countries asserted itself. Nothing short of 
the Revolution, ,vhich destroyed the hopes of the 
Catholics and reversed the foreign policy of Charles 
11: and his brother, could possibly have restored the 
balance of po,ver in Europe. From 1638 England 
plunged into a contest at once political, commercial, 
colonial, and religious with her ancient enemy 
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France,-political in that she \vas opposed to the 
restoration of J atTIes 11., to the enslavelnent or 
\veakening of Gcnnany, and to the extension of 
the north-cast frontier of Francc,-cotllillercial and 
colonial, for, apart frotu the fact that English 
and French interests clashed in the Mediterranean, 
France held Canada and that fatllous schelne 
for building a line of forts frolll the Mississippi to 
the Canadian Lakes to prevent the Anglo-Saxon 
{rOill developing and spreading' his colonies \vest- 
\vards had already been produced,-religious, for it 
\vas the fixed bclief of Englislullen till the peace 
of Utrecht that Louis intended to forcibly convert 
Great Britain to Roman CatholicisiTI. But English- 
men need not have been so apprehensive of an in- 
crease in Louis' aggressive policy, for the decadence 
of France dates from 1688. 
This decadence is no,vhcre so visible as in the 
change in the character of the art of ,var. No doubt 
o\ving to Vauban, a great itnprovclnent sho\vcd itself 
in the attack and defence of strong places, but though 
the annies had increased in size, the art of \var had 
distinctly declined. There ,vas no scientific cotn- 
Inander like Turenne, and though many brilliant 
victories \vere \von, thcy \vere not follo\ved up by 
decisive results. Luxcln burg \vas the most capable 
general, but his adlnirable qualities \vere marred by 
indolence and ill health. \Villiam 111., Louis of 
Baden, Catinat, and Villeroy \vere poor substitutes 
for Gustavus Adolphus, \Vallenstein, Turenne, and 
the great Condé. Signs of decadence \vere equally 
visible in the administration. On the death of the 
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able Seignelay in 1690, the incompetent Pontchartrain 
,vas appointed Minister of the Marine, and Louvois, 
,vho died the following year, ,vas succeeded by 
Barbézieux, young and also incapable. Louis as 
ever had no conception of the value of the \vork 
done by his capable ministers. "Tell the King of 
England," he said the day after Louvois' death, 
"that I have lost a good minister, but that his 
affairs and mine ,vill go none the worse for that." 
But though the value of Louvois' ,vork might 
not be appreciated by his master, the debt France 
o\ves to him is immense. The position of Louis 
XIV. had never been so threatening to the indepen- 
dence of Europe as it \vas at the time of \Villiam's 
landing in England, and had the expectations of the 
French Court been realised and a long internecine 
struggle taken place, the conflict bet,veen France 
and Europe lnight hdvc ended in one lTIOre signal 
triumph for the French King, which \vould have 
been in great measure the result of Louvois' \vork 
of organisation. 
As soon as William III. becalne lnaster of Eng- 
land and Scotland, the policy of Louis \vas at once 
plain. The accession of Williatn \vas a blo\v struck 
at the principles to \vhich he attached the Inost 
vital importance. The theory of the Divine Right 
of Kings had been rudely attacked and the connec- 
tion between Catholic and dynastic ideas contelnpt- 
uously ignored. 
To Louis' Minister of the lVlarine, Seignelay, the 
Revolution presented itself in a different but no less 
forcible manner. He had determined to secure for 
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the French the sovereignty of the Mediterranean, and 
to gain access to the East Indies through Turkey. 
The Dutch po\\-er \vas the principal obstacle to 
the realisation of these schemes. But \vhen in con- 
sequence of the Revolution, England and Holland 
became closely allied, Seignelay recognised that a 
most serious change in the aspect of affairs had oc- 
curred. The measures taken by King and l\Iinister 
\vere characteristic of the special aims of both. The 
royal exiles \vere received \vith grcat magnanilnity. 
J ames' Queen-the daughter of a niece of Mazarin, 
\vhose marriage \vith James had been brought about 
by Louis-,vas conducted froin Boulogne by an 
equerry and received near Versailles by Louis him- 
self, accompanied by his \vhole court. I t is said 
that a hundred and six coaches \vere there. There 
is no doubt that great importance \vas attached to 
securing the person of James' son, the heir to the 
cro\vn, and Louis greeted hitn first. In his own 
coach he conducted Queen l\Iary Beatrice to Saint- 
Germain. J ames II. arrived later but did not act 
\vith the dignity \vhich his \vife had sho\\'n. Louis 
regarded himself as the principal supporter of 
Catholic and dynastic ideas in the \vorld, he felt 
bound to support James, and ,vas thus disposed to 
give Seignelay and Louvois full po\vers. 
As a \var \vith England \vas inevitable, all the 
military authorities agreed that a diversion in Ire- 
land would be invaluable. The forces of England 
and Holland \vould be dra\vn off there, and Ireland 
\vould in the first stages of the \var prove of the ut- 
most service in preventing William from acting vig- 
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orously in any other quarter, and eventually ,vould 
serve as a basis for a more serious undertaking 
against England. 
In l\Iarch, 1690, a corps consisting of six regi- 
Inents, 6300 incn under Count Lauzan and several 
officers, and supported by a fine train of artillery 
and abundant stores of amtnunition, \vas sent to Ire- 
land. The Count of l\vaux \vith a large sutn of 
money had been in Ireland for some Inonths as 
diplotnatic representative of the French govern- 
ment. He \vas a man of considerable acuteness, but 
lacked the po\ver of conciliation and took up a posi- 
tion of hostility to all Protestants in Ireland. 
Both J ames and Louis hoped to pacify Ireland 
and to give the country a government under ,vhich 
Protestants could exist. But the anti-English vie\vs 
of the Catholic Irish ,yere too strong for them and 
helped to bring about the chaos ,vhich follo\ved the 
arrival of J atnes in the country. 
To Seignclay it ""as of the uttnost importance 
that J atTIes II. should be lTIaintained in Ireland. 
Cork and Kinsale he regarded as French ports. 
Tourville ,vas made Cotnmander-in-chief of the 
united French fleet, and ,vas ordered to seek out 
the English ships in their harbours, to inflict as Inuch 
damage as possible and then to station himself off 
the mouth of th
 Thames to prevent communica- 
tion bet\veen the Dutch and English, and to destroy 
the trade bet\veen England and the North. 
The success of J atnes II. \vas therefore all-impor- 
tant for the military, naval, and commercial undertak- 
jn
s of the French government. But \tVilliam III. 
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was equally conscious of the absolute necessity on 
the one hand of a loyal, or at any rate, of an Ireland 
po\verless for harm, and on the other of the COlTI- 
mand of the Channel. The ,yay in \vhich he grap- 
pled \vith the combined forces of France and of 
Catholic Ireland and the orders given to the English 
Admiral sho\ved that he \vas 'veIl a\vare of the peril 
to \vhich England ,vas exposed from her Celtic de- 
pendency, and from the French fleet, \vhen com- 
manded by Tourville and directed by Seignelay. 
No sooner had the latter heard of the existence 
of discontent in England and Scotland and of \Vil- 
liam's departure for Ireland than he pressed Tour- 
ville to attack the English fleet before "VVilliam had 
done anything decisive in Ireland. 
The English governlTIent fully realised the im- 
mense importance of preventing France from ac- 
quiring the preponderance on the sea. Though the 
condition of the English fleet ,vas bad, it \vas neces- 
sary to attack Tourville at once, even at the risk of 
a defeat. U nassailed he could thro\v men and arms 
into Scotland and could capture English lTIcrchant- 
men returning from Cadiz. England could not even 
in those days afford to allow a foreign and hostile 
fleet to ride unmolested in the channel. Precise or- 
ders \vere sent to AdlTIiral T orrington to unite \vith 
the Dutch fleet, and to attack Tourville wherever 
he could be found. Through Torrington leaving 
the Dutch unsupported the French \von a naval 
battle off Beachy Head on ] uly loth, and though 
severely damaged, Tourville's fleet \vas still able to 
keep the sea. The contest for the supremacy of the 
.18 
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Channel remained for the moment undecided but the 
schemes of Louis in Ireland had already suffered an 
irrepara ble blow. 
J ames had left France early in 1689. "The best 
thing," said Louis, on \vishing hitn fare\vell, "that I 
can wish for you is that I may never see you again." 
But the principles \vhich \vere defended by the 
greatest monarchy of the age \vere not destined 
to take root in Ire
and. The political and religious 
controversy \vhich was being fought out in Europe 
was to be decided in Ireland in a sense hostile to the 
\vishes and ideas of Louis XIV. 
The battle of the Boyne took place on July 1 st, 
and proved decisive. James II. return
d at once to 
France, and all chance of using Ireland as a centre 
for French expeditions against England passed away. 
Cork and Kinsale instantly capitulated, and thus the 
whole south coast of Ireland ,vas lost to the Catho- 
lic cause. During the short and last struggle of the 
Irish in the ,vest under Sarsfield, Louis supplied 
ammunition, provisions, and money, and St. Ruth, a 
French general, aided by other French officers, en- 
deavoured to unite and organise the Irish resistance. 
But St. Ruth was killed on July 12, 1691, and 
though the Irish, led by one of St. Ruth's officers, 
General D'U rson, at first made a good stand in Lim- 
erick, they gradually realised that they could not 
expect any efficient help from France. The capitu- 
lation of Limerick placed Ireland under Protestant 
ascendancy, and gave Louis valuable reinforcements 
in the shape of 12,000 Irish soldiers, \vho \vere 
formed into regiments, and \vell sustained the cause 
of France in many a battle-field. 
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After the battle of the Boyne the antagonism be- 
tween the united and energetic Catholic monarchy 
presided over by Louis, and the Protestant Germanic 
kingdoms of which England was the chief, became 
Inore distinct and more clearly defined than ever. 
It \-vas evident that \vhile on the one hand, in the 
great European struggle, England held a leading 
position, on the other, resistance to Louis \vas not 
only an English but also a European necessity.1 
Ireland being no longer a possible theatre of war, 
the European contest ,vas narro\ved to the \-var 
on the continent and to a long-continued struggle 
between the French and English fleets for the su- 
premacy of the sea and more particularly for the 
command of the Channel. This rivalry between the 
English and French fleets is the novel feature in 
what is always regarded as a dreary list of sieges and 
battles. The success of the French fleet at Beachy 
Head had roused to a high pitch the English national 
feeling against France, whose preponderance at sea 
was at that moment undoubted. In the Parlialnent 
of 1691 it \-vas openly stated that England's po\ver 
rests upon her fleet alone, and efforts ,vere made to 
strengthen and render the navy thoroughly efficient. 
The French realised \vith equal clearness the impor- 
tance to them of the mastery at sea. 
Louis and his ministers sa\v that the object for 
which the \-var was being \vaged, viz., the retention of 
the reunited districts, \vould never be gained by a 'war 
conducted on the mainland alone. If Holland and 
England were boldly attacked by sea and forced to 


J On England's relations with the Continent see Ranke. History of 
England pn'llcÍþt1lly Ùz tht SlVll1ÜOlth Century. (Trans.). Vol. v. 
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come to terms, the Enlpire \vould be compelled to 
agree to Blake a peace recognising the acquisition 
by France of the districts given to her for t\venty 
years at the truce of Ratisbon. Chamlay's assertion 
\vith reference to England that "the Romans can 
only be conquered at Rome" found ready accept- 
ance at the French Court. The Dutch fleet had 
forced the peace of Breda from the English, \vhy 
should not the French fleet do likewise? The dis- 
content \vith \-Villiam's rule \vas general in 1691. 
:N ot only Catholics and High ChurcllITIen but men 
,vho had taken a leading part in the Revolution like 
l\Iarlborough and Russell \vcre intriguing \vith 
J ames II. The Princess Anne had quarrelled \vith 
\Villiat'n, and] atnes had gathered round him a large 
body of supporters, \vho held constant communica- 
tion \vith his supporters in England. Louis himself 
had caused enquiries to be nlade as to the true state 
of political feeling alnong Englishmen. In Decem- 
ber, 1691, he asked Jalnes \vhat success \vas likely to 
attend an expedition to England; the latter replied 
full of hope. Louis hitTIself convinced, and count- 
ing on the jealousy of the English and Dutch and 
on the defection of Russell, the adtTIiral of the fleet, 
decided that England should be invaded in May of 
the follo\ving year. But the English Governlnent 
\vere not so unprepared as it was thought, and Russell 
did not neglect his duty. 
On l\lay 19, 1692, the battle of La Hogue de- 
stroyed for the time all Louis' hopes of carrying out 
his policy by forcing England to make peace. But 
the English supremacy of the sea \vas by no means 
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assured, though L,a I Iogue is certainly an ilnportant 
epoch in the history of England's navy, and in 1693 
Tourville managed to capture sixty-two English 
merchantmen in spite of the proxitnity of a di\'ision 
of the English fleet under George Rooke. For up- 
,vard of a hundred years the French navy ,vas gov- 
erned by the regulations dra\vn up by Seignelay 
,vhile the value of the Inerchant service in tÏ1ne oÍ 
\var continued from his titne to receive nUlnerous 
ill ustrations. 
Though a serious blo\v had been inflicted on 
Louis' hopes and on James' chances of regaining his 
cro\vn by the battle of La I-Iogue, neither Louis nor 
J ames regarded thcir chances of success in a future 
invasion as hopeless. By Louis' advice ] ames- 
unlike his son in the later tin1es-agreed to accept 
very stringent conditions from the English royalists 
as the price of his return. In 1696, perhaps in C011- 
sequence of the unsatisfactory results of the cam- 
paign just ended in the Netherlands, Louis again 
detennined to support an expedition against Eng- 
land. To ensure success it \vas absolutely necessary 
that France should be supreme in the Channel if 
only for t\VO or three days, and it seemed possible 
that this Inight be done early in the year. But 
though Louis \vas ,villing to consider a project for 
land
ng in England, he insisted that ] atncs' adher- 
ents in England should seize a harbour and defend 
it till the arrival of the French fleet. As soon as- 
and not before-a harbour had been seized the 
French fleet \\'ould sail. But ] ames' supporters 
refused to move till the arrival of the French fleet, 
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and so the enterprise ,vas ,vrcckcd before any at. 
teInpt had been made to carry it out, through the 
luke,varmness of J ames' adherents and the caution 
if not sagacity of the French king. Later in the year 
Louis ,vas ready to take advantage of the famous plot 
to assassinate \tVilIiam though he refused to be in any 
,yay connected ,vith it. James II. hastened to Calais 
\vhere the French fleet lay prepared. The plot ,vas 
discovered, J alnes returned to Saint-Germain and the 
French ministers countermanded their preparations. 
Thus the attelnpts of Louis to secure his ends by 
obtaining the mastery of the sea and by invading 
England had by 1696 entirely failed. SiInilarIy on 
the Continent, though his troops had ,von several 
battles, there was small hope that Germany \votlld 
consent to the pennanent loss of the reunited dis- 
tricts. The \var ,vas ,vaged on an immense scale, and 
assumed far greater dimensions than had ever been 
seen before. 
Though France had to defend herself by sea and 
also on the side of the Pyrenees, the principal thea. 
tres of the \var ,vere Italy, the Rhine, and the Lo,v 
Countries. The capture of Mainz in 1689 had indi- 
cated to the King and to Louvois the serious nature 
of the struggle \vhich \vas coming; and the mode of 
carrying on the land ,var \vhich ,vas arranged ,,,ith 
consummate skill sho\ved a full appreciation of the 
gravity of the position. "Louis XIV.," says von 
Ranke, " arranged France as if she had been a huge 
fortre')s in the heart of Europe, as a base of opera- 
tions and a reserve, if the state of affairs made it 
desirable for hÏ1n to take the offensive in any direc. 
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tion, and at the saIne time as a refuge for the defen- 
sive, in case the foes she stirred up might either 
drive her in, or even in their turn invade her." 
In Italy Catinat \vas fairly successful. William 
III. had hoped to effect a serious diversion by means 
of Savoy, \vho bitterly resented the occupation of 
Pinerolo and Casale by French garrisons. If the 
Duke joined the Allies, it might be possible to effect 
the re-establishment of the Piedmontese Waldenses 
in their native valleys, and their possible emploYlnent, 
together \vith the Protestants of southern France 
against Louis. Sitnilar schemes \vere projected dur- 
ing the Spanish Succession \var and by Alberoni 
during the Regency of Louis XV. 
Louis XIV., fully alive to the seriousness of the 
crisis, at once SUlnlnoned Victor Amadeus to give up 
Verona and the citadel of Turin. The Duke imme- 
diately allied himself \vith Austria and Spain, re- 
stored the Waldenses to their valleys, welcomed 
a body of French Huguenots, and determined to 
regain Pinerolo and Casale. 
Rut in August, 1690, Catinat won a brilliant vic- 
tory at Staffarda over Victor Amadeus, and Savoy 
and Nice and the greater part of Piedmont fell into 
the hands of the French. During the next year, 
ho\vever, in conjunction with an English plan of in- 
vading France from the north, a fine army under 
Victor Alnadeus and Prince Eugène invaded Dau- 
phiné and threatened Casale and PineroIo. The ill. 
ness of Victor necessitated a retreat, and Catinat 
defeated the enemy in October, 1693, at Marsaglia 
and overran all Piedmont. 
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On the J{hinc after the opening campaign in 168 9, 
the ,var \vas Inainly defensive. The Empire aided 
by Russia and Poland \vas still engaged in the Holy 
,var ,vith the Turks, and though the subjugation of 
Hungary by Austria had deprived Louis of a useful 
ally, as long as the \var continued the Empire could 
not employ against Louis its full strength. The 
campaigns on the Rhine, so fully described by Saint- 
Silnon, are most uninteresting. Lorges, ,vho com- 
manded the French troops, \vas devoid of military 
ability, and the long encampments, together with 
the marchings and countermarches varied by a fe\v 
skirmishes are quite unimportant. 
But it \vas in the Lo\v Countries that Louis took 
the greatest personal interest, and there the cam- 
paigns, if not very interesting, are at any rate of some 
importance. In July, 1690, Luxelnburg had ,von a 
victory over the Prince of Waldeck at Fleurus, but 
this success \vas not vigorously follo\ved up, and 
Louis declared he vlould have no nlore battles but 
would act on the defensive and capture to\vns in the 
manner of former days. As usual the arrangements 
made for the army \vere excellent, and great atten- 
tion \vas besto\ved on the commissariat. Early in 
the spring, Mons, a to\vn which in French hands 
would be of enormous nlilitary importance, \vas be- 
sieged. I t fell on April 8th. Louis \vas present at 
its capture and returned in triumph to Versailles. 
He had indeed cause for satisfaction. Though his 
intervention in Ireland had failed, the French po,ver 
\vas preponderant on the sea, and seemed likely ,vas 
gaining ground in the Netherlands. 



1696] The League and the War of Augsburg. 2S I 


The League against hiln had so far sho\vn no signs 
of extraordinary activity. It \vas \veakened by the 
Turkish war, by the continued opposition of the 
Irish and Scottish ] acobites, by the defeat at Staf- 
farda. But the French cause suffered a heavy loss 
\vhen Louvois died in 1691, for his successor Barbé- 
zieux \vas young and inexperienced. Very char- 
acteristically Louis made himself practically War 
1Vlinister, and took upon his o\vn shoulders the main 
burden of the struggle against Europe. 
In 1692 Louis left Versailles. Early in May he 
held a great revie\v of his troops, and at the end 
of the month he appeared before Namur. With 
Vauban he arranged the plan of attack \vith the 
utmost energy and care. "It is," he \vrites, "the 
strongest rampart not only of Brabant, but of the 
Bishoprick of Liège, of the United Provinces, and 
of a portion of Lo\ver Germany. Besides securing 
the communications of all these districts, its situa- 
tion at the confluence of the Sambre and the Meuse 
makes it tnistress of these t\VO rivers; it is splendidly 
placed, either to arrest the action of France, or to 
facilitate the fonvard movements of her enemies." 
He had the satisfaction of seeing its capture at the 
end of ] une. 
Again the French lost a grand opportunity by not 
follo\ving up their success. Just as Luxemburg 
should have energetically pursueù \Valdeck's forces 
after Fleurus, so no\v had Louis been a real \varrior 
of even the type of Frederick the Great he could 
have driven \Villiam III. into I-Iolland. But as the 
, 
Dutch \var of 1672 had amply proved, Louis was not 
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a real soldier. I-Ie had no taste for field ,varfare. 
He had taken one of the strongest fortresses in Eu- 
rope, and he held its capture to be his most brilliant 
military exploit. H is personal glory ,vas, he consid- 
ered, much enhanced by the deed, and he returned 
in a triumphant manner to Paris. 
The next year, 1693, sa,v the last appearance of 
Louis in person ,vith his armies in the field. In June 
he had hoped to take Liège and compel the Dutch 
to make peace. William IlL, ho\vever, ,vas very 
strongly posted, and no,v as at Bouchain Louis 
declined to give battle and returned to Versailles. 
L uxern burg Inight again defeat Williarn I I L at N eer- 
\vinden, but it ,vas impossible for the French to 
break the po,ver of the League. The years 1694 
and 1695 are uninteresting in the annals of the \var. 
Though N oailles invaded Spain \vith some success 
in the former year, and though in 1695 the Rhine 
provinces ,yere again ravaged, it ,vas quite useless 
for the French to hope to gain their ends. Luxem- 
burg died early in 1695, and in September of the 
same year William III. retook Namur. Though 
the \var languished on all sides, there still seemed no 
hope of peace, till the defection of the Duke of 
Savoy, attesting again Louis' diplolnatic skill and 
the untrustworthiness of Victor Alnadeus, brought 
to an issue the question of peace or no peace. 
At all hazards Louis ,vas determined to break 
the unity of the League formed against hirn. By 
promising \Tictor, Casale, and Pinerolo, and all 
Savoy, and by affiancing his daughter to the Duke 
of Burgundy, Louis gained over the Duke and 
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detached hitn Crotn the cause of the Allies in 16 9 6 . 
This defection of Savoy seriously affected the 
League. Louis could no\v throw 30,000 troops into 
the Netherlands under Catinat, and the ,var \vould 
be indefinitely prolonged. WillialTI III. had lon
 
desired peace on the basis of the terms of the treaties 
of \Vestphalia and of the Pyrenees, but the defection 
of Savoy seelned to render such an arrangement 
impossible. No sooner, ho,vever, had Louis sho,vn 
an unexpected readiness to discuss terms of peace, 
than negotiations began bet,veen France and Eng- 
land under the mediation of S,veden. So moderate 
\vere Louis' delnands, that when the Congress of 
Rys\vick opened in May, 1697, little difficulty ,vas- 
experienced in settling the terms so far as England 
,vas concerned ,vhen once Louis had agreed to recog- 
nise \Villiam as King of England. In September, 
the first of the treaties 'which formed the peace of 
Rys\vick ,vas signed \vith England, Holland, and 
Spain. Louis recognised William as King of Great 
Britain and Ireland and promised not to abet any 
plots against him. I I e ceded all places taken or 
claimed since 1678, even Luxemburg, the most 
prized of all his conquests in the late \var, and agreed 
to the garrisoning of certain strong places in the 
Spanish Netherlands by the Dutch, such as Y pres, 
lVlenin, N alnur, ,vhich now received the name of the 
Barrier. The ])utch, Inoreover, obtained an advan- 
tageous treaty of commerce, and the policy pursued 
by Colbert to,vard the United Provinces ,vas entirely 
reversed. \Villiam III. had some difficulty in per- 
suading the Germans to make peace. But at last 
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they consented very reluctantly, and the second 
treaty \vas Inade in October behveen France and the 
Emperor and Empire. Louis ceded all places taken 
since 1678 except Landau and Strasburg, which to 
the great grief and rage of the Gerrnans he insisted 
on keeping. He consented to \vithdra\v froln the 
right bank of the Rhine, but though he gave up 
Philipsburg, Breisach, and Freiburg, he at once 
ordered Vauban to furnish plans for the buildings 
and fortifications of a ne\v Breisach on the left bank 
of the river. Louis further restored Lorraine, \vhich 
he had occupied for sixty years, to its young Duke, 
though Saarlouis remained in :French hands. An 
arrangement ,vas COlne to about Cologne and the 
Palatinate, Louis accepting a SUln of Inoney in lieu 
of the claims of " Madame" on the latter, and fore- 
going his su pport of a candidate to the electorate of 
the former. 
He undoubtedly expected that one result of the 
pacification of Ryswick \vould be that Inany of the 
German Princes \vould return to their old connection 
,vith France. 
This expectation is very noticeable in I..ouis' in- 
structions to Villars as ambassador at Vienna in 16g8. 
Louis apparently thought that the German Princes 
\vould view \vith distrust if not alann the increase of 
the Imperial power, so successful in I I ungary and 
Translyvania anò in the \var against the Turks. By 
his conduct between 1678 anò 1688, Louis had 
destroyed the political edifice built by his predeces- 
sors. He no\v hoped in vain to repair the damage 
\vhich he had done to one of the most valuable of 
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the traditions of French foreign policy. But the 
clause in the treaty of Ryswick \vhich stipulated 
that the religion of the provinces restored by Louis 
should retuain as it ,vas at the titnc of their restitu- 
tion had exasperated the Protestant party in Ger- 
many, and nullified the effects of any fear on their 
part of the possible absolutislTI of Leopold. 
The peace of Rys\vick \vas but a truce in the great 
struggle against the preponderance of Louis XIV. 
On the most pressing question of the day-the 
Spanish Succession-not a word ,vas said. Thus 
left unsolved, the Spanish question \vas bound to 
appear shortly on the surface and to tax the skill of 
all European statesmen. 
But though Louis' hope of German alliances was 
not to be fulfilled, and though he had given up 
Luxemburg and retired from Barcelona, his diplo- 
Inacy had again stood him in good stead. The 
great League \vas broken up and would not easily 
be reunited. Lorraine, though notninally indepen- 
dent, \vas within his grasp, and his position on the 
north-cast ,vas still tTIenacing. In spite of Williatn 
IlL's pledge to the Emperor, he had kept Strasburg 
and Alsace. 1\Ioreover, he had in no \vay imperilled 
his claims to the Spanish Succession, and ,vas in a 
better and stronger position than any other Euro- 
pean power to consider that question whenever it 
þec4m
 neç
ssary. 



CHAPTER XI. 


VERSAILLES AND THE PROVINCES. 


1678-1700. 


ROl\1 the conclusion of the 
peace of N imeguen to the 
opening of the \var of the 
League of Augsburg is rightly 
regarded as the period \vhen 
Louis' greatness reached its 
height. His reign had so far 
been remarkably successful; 
his ,vars had been uniformly 
brilliant. The territories of 
France had been considerably augtnented and her 
influence in Europe \vas predolninant. The French 
language \vas used in German Courts and each petty 
German princeling emulated Louis XIV. and built 
himself a Versailles. "Louis," says Dean Kitchin, * 
" stood at the topmost pinnacle of his glory; to see 
* Kitchin. History of Frallc
, vol. iii., p. 2II. 
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how far adulation could go, one must turn to Bayle's 
TllOUghts OIl tIle COJ/1.et of I68o, a treatise ,vhich for 
base and shameless flattery stands unrivalled; or ,ve 
must read the obsequious historiographer Pellisson, 
who called his master 'a visible miracle;' or ,vatch 
La Feuillade's mad adoration of the statue he had 
erected to his king on the Place des Victoires at 
Paris. Thrice he rode round it at the head of his 
regiment of guards, with all those protestations 
which in old times the pagans used before the 
statues of their Emperors. Nor ,vas this merely the 
extravagance of eccentric courtiers; it entered into 
all things. The pencil of Lebrun has left on the 
,valls of Versailles the splendid apotheosis of the 
monarch; his court poets composed hymns in his 
glory; it is recorded that Louis even hummed his 
own praises with tears in his eyes." But Bossuet's 
adulation of I
ouis XIV. in 1685, on the occasion of 
the death of Le Tellier and a fe,v days after the fatal 
revocation of the Edict of Nantes had been signed, 
is perhaps unequalled in servility and inaccuracy: 
"Our fathers never sa,v, as we have, an inveterate 
heresy fall at a stroke; the deluded flocks returning 
in crowds, and our churches too small to receive 
them; their false pastors abandoning them \vithout 
even waiting to be ordered off, glad to pretend that 
they were banished; perfect cahnness maintained in 
the midst of so vast a movement; the world amazed 
at perceiving in so novel an event the most decisive 
as well as the noblest exercise of authority, and the 
merits of the sovereign more recognised and revered 
than even his authority. Touched by so many mar. 
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vels, let our hearts overflo\v to the piety of Louis. 
Let us raise our acclamations to the skies-to this 
ne\v Constantine, this ne\v Thcodosius, this ne\v 
l\Iarcian, this ne\v Charlemagne." 
No opposition existed to Louis' rule. The States- 
General had not been called since 1614, and after 
the Fronde the Par/Cl1lcllt of Paris had no po\ver. 
In 1673, Louis, by his fatnous edict, had dealt a 
final blo\v at its influence by decreeing that hence.. 
forth its courts should no longer be called sovereign, 
but only suþre1Jzc, and that no remonstrances could 
be made until the royal edicts had been registered. 
It \vould seeln as if this period in Louis' reign 
marked the apotheosis of the French nobility. The 
gilded saloons of Versailles \vere filled \vith magnifi- 
cently dressed nobles, many of \vhom had performed 
brilliant feats of arms in the \vars and \vho no\v 
cro\vded to do hOlnage to their great king. But in 
reality the French nobility \vere already ruined. 
Their excessive luxury, thcir enormous expenses, 
their enforced absenteeism from their estates aided, 
and indeed marked, the triutllph of the monarchy 
over the aristocracy. The Ineasures of Louis and 
Louvois \vhich had destroyed the influence of the 
nobility in the country and in the army had cotn- 
pleted the subservience and practical overthro\v of 
the great baronial class. On Louis' accession the 
nobles had considerable authority. J<.ichelieu had 
devoted the years of his ministry to render the no- 
bility submissive to the cro\vn, and to check their 
almost independent po\ver in the provinces \vhich 
they governed. His death had given the signal for 
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a last great revolt against the ne\v govCfll111cntal 
system, and it \vas not till the death of Mazarin 
that the traditions of the great nobles \vere finally 
laid by and their place taken by a political theory 
,vhich till 1789 dominated France. The decline of 
the independent authority of the nobles was aCCOtll- 
panied by an increased desire on their part to secure 
dignities and privileges. They became over-anx- 
ious about questions of rank and precedence. They 
vied \vith the King in scrupulousness about points 
of etiquette. This tendency had been clearly seen 
during the second Fronde and marked the last strug- 
gles of the decaying nobility. Rut one character- 
istic ,vhich ,vas common to the great French lords 
at all periods of their history, and ,\'hich in the 
end caused their fall ,vas that they never possessed 
the hearts of the people to any great extent. In 
spite of isolated instances to the contrary, the French 
nobles as a class ahvays sho\ved themselves singu- 
larly indifferent to the prosperity as ,veIl as to the 
sufferings of the mass of the nation. The estab- 
lishment of the absolute po\ver of Louis XIV. \vas 
in itself a striking proof of the lack of sYlllpathy 
bet\veen noble and peasant. In the seventeenth 
century the nobles, in consequence of the neglect of 
their duties to\vards their dependents, found them- 
selves helpless before the advancing \vave of des- 
potism; in the eighteenth century, from the same 
cause, they \vere mere political ciphers ,vhen the 
Revolution catne to sweep them a,vay. 
Louis attacked the nobles in various \vays. He 
legititllised his illegitimate children, and he largely 
IQ 
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increased the nU111ber of the offices by holùing which 
a Inan could become ennobled. The nobles ,vere no 
longer employed in the royal councils; they had 
already ceased to have any po,ver in the provinces. 
Bv attracting them to Versailles and by encouraging 
them to prefer an idle life dependent on pensions 
and privileges to existence at their châteaux in the 
country, Louis had finally destroyed their last chance 
of ever offering any effective resistance to the gro'\'th 
of the monarchy. 
Independent then of an restraints, free from all 
possible opposition, the monarchy had become the 
sole authority. The royal po,ver had done great 
things for civilization, and the French had come to 
expect everything from the monarchy. In France 
it ,vas absolute and centralised. Louis' ministers 
chosen fro111 the middle-class families 'were entirely 
dependent on himself, and the chief offices \vere 
kept in ministerial families, such as those of Colbert 
and Le Tellier. Louis himself remained as indefatiga- 
ble a worker as ever. In spite of the flattery and 
adoration ,vith ,vhich he ,vas surrounded his power 
of ,vork ,vas still enormous, and ,vhat ,vas more itn- 
portant it ,vas regular and continuous. "Nothing," 
he said himself, " is more dangerous than a king who 
generally sleeps but \vakes up from time to time." 
And so though festivities might follo,v one another 
in rapid succession, and though \vars might rage, 
the work of the governmental machine never ceased, 
and Louis, ,vhen he ,vas not ,vith the army, never 
failed to preside over its multifarious duties. U n- 
der him and in close connection with him worked 
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the four Secretaries of State. The Chancellor and 
Controller-General \vcre not necessarily Secretaries 
of State, though sOlnetimes the Controller-General, as 
in the case of Colbert, ,vas also Secretary of State. 
The business of the country ,vas transacted as in 
Spain by means of Councils. But ,vhile in Spain 
the government ,vas hampered by the mutual 
jealousies and inertness of its lnembers, in France 
the Councils \vorked harmoniously and energet- 
ically. 
The Couse-it d'Élal exercised supreme control over 
all functions of government and ,vas at once execu- 
tive, legislative, and judicial. It ,vas divided into 
six subordinate departments or Councils:- The Con- 
sei! du Roz. ou d' en haul, \vhich consisted of three, 
four, or five members, all of \vhom were selected by 
Louis usually from the legal class. Important matters 
of internal or foreign policy \vere managed by it alone. 
Then came the Couse-it des DéPéches, ,vhich dealt with 
matters relating to the Interior and in ,vhich the 
Royal Councillors and the Secretaries of State met 
to transact business; the COllsei! des Fi1lances, \\'hich 
\vas supposed to supervise the Controller-General \vho 
\vas Minister of Finance, the Interior, Trade, Public 
'V orks, and Agriculture; the COllseil des Parlzes or 
COllsei! pri'Z-,é, \vhich \vas a sort of Court of Appeal; 
the C01lsei! de la Gllerrl''' ,vhich had no regular 
occupation during time of peace; and the COl'lseil 
du C01Jl1JlerCe, \vhich \\'as not definitely organised 
till I 70
. Gradually the Controller-General with his 
3 2 intendants absorbed into his o\vn hands the whole 
internal administration and managed all affairs in his 
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own house, and after the King's death the gro\vth of 
this close bureaucracy becatne an untnitigated evil. 
During Louis' reign, however, the constant presence 
of the King formed a connecting link between the 
four Secretaries of State and gave a unity to the 
general policy. But before the end of the seven- 
teenth century the evil effects of this exaggerated 
centralisation had already become obvious to many 
of the more enlightened intendants.* 
Though the systetn of Louis XIV. did not break 
do\vn under the enormous \veight of business vdlÌch 
it had to carry during his reign, he practically dealt 
a death-blow to the monarchy during these years by 
the completion of Versailles. Though Louis' taste for 
building ,vas as expensive as his taste for \var, France 
is greatly i,ndebted to Louis for the marked itn- 
provement in Paris during his reign, for the Hôle! 
des lllva!ides, for the addition to the I...ouvre, for the 
broadening of the streets, and for the laying out of 
parks. The Languedoc canal and many other ,yorks 
carried out by Colbert also testified to the interest 
of the King in buildings and improvements. 
But Versailles ruined the monarchy. The itn.. 
mense ,yorks undertaken by Louis and carried out 
by Levau and Mansard ,vere begun in 1661, but it 
,vas not till 1682 that the residence of the Court ,vas 
definitely fixed there. Louis never cared for Paris, 
and he ,vished to punish the city for its conduct during 
the Fronde troubles. "Paris," says Martin, "l'im- 
portune et lui pese; il sent sa grandeur à l' etroit dans 


* On the subject of the Councils see an appendix to A. de Boislisle's 
edition of the Memoirs of Saint-Simon.. 
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cette cité reine qui ne procède pas de lui et qui l'en- 
veloppe dans sa gigantesques bras; il hait cette puis- 
sance populaire qui a humilié son enfrance, et plus 
d'une fois terrassé ses prédecesseurs." 
Colbert again and again had urged Louis to take 
more interest in the Louvre and to live in Paris. 
"Pendant que," he said, "que votre majesté a dé- 
pensé des très grandes sommes en cette maison, eUe 
a negligé Ie Louvre, qui est assurément Ie plus su- 
perbe palais qu'il yait au Inonde, et Ie plus digne de 
la grandeur de votre majesté." But Colbert was not 
listened to. Louis was resolved not only not to live 
in Paris but to make himself a d\velling ,vhich should 
be unique. Fontainebleau, Chambord, and Saint- 
Germain o\ved their existence to his predecessors. 
Versailles and its \vodd were to be his own creation. 
"Louis," says l\Iartin," a fait ce qu'il voulait; il a 
crée autour de lui un petit univers, OÙ il est Ie seul 
être nécessaire, et presque Ie seul être réel." At 
Versailles all ,vas Louis' work, all ,vas ne\v, symmet- 
trical, and monotonous; all 'vas vast and ,vanting 
in taste; all ,vas commonplace and dull. Inside the 
palace Louis ,vas represented by artists in peace and 
in ,var; his triumphs in love and his victories over his 
foes were equally celebrated; he \vas glorified alike 
for his care for the arts and for his administration of 
an Empire. 
The King intended to ilnpress the popular ilnagina- 
tion \vith the splendour of his Court, to collect and oc- 
cupy the nobility round himself, and to form a small 
,vorld complete in itself. The Court bec.ame far too 
large ; Versailles contained, it is said, some 60,000 
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\vho were mostly courtiers, and of these the palace 
itself could house 10,000. Versailles cost the king- 
dom about 1;24,000,000, while the loss of life among 
the soldiers \vho \vere employed to construct the 
aqueduct of Maintenon ,vas frightful. Immense 
sums \vere also spent between 1679 and 1690 on the 
palace of Marly. Louis' habit was to arrive at Marly 
on "VVednesday and leave it on Saturday, spending 
Sunday at Versailles. Saint-Sitnon has left imper- 
ishable descriptions of the life both at Versailles and 
at Marly. 
When at Versailles the King \vas \vakened by the 
first 'i'atet de cha111bre at eight o'clock, and then be- 
gan the King's" Lever" or "Rising," \vhich \vas di- 
vided into three parts, each of \vhich ,vas appropriated 
by a particular class of courtiers. "VVith the valet de 
chambre, the doctor, surgeon, and the King's old 
nurse as long as she lived, \verc adn1Ïtted. At a 
quarter past eight the Grand Chamberlain, or in his 
absence the first gentleman of the bed-chamber, and 
all those who had the privilege of "grand entry" 
were admitted. As a rule they only remained a fe\\" 
minutes. Then those ,vho had the" second entry" 
presented themselves, and a fe\v Ininutcs later the 
crowd \vhich had remained outside \vere allo\ved to 
enter. As soon as the King \VdS dresseù he said his 
prayers by the side of his bed, and then \vent into 
his private root"n ,vhere he issued orders for the day. 
There he \vas left alone for a time \vith his children 
and people such as lVlansard with ,vhom he \vished to 
speak on some particular subject. It ,vas at this titne 
that he discussed his building schetnes, and his other 
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designs for beautifying Versailles. l\lean,vhile all 
the Court ,vaited in the gallery till the King ,vent to 
hear mass. On his ,yay to and from the chapel any 
one \vho ,vished could speak to him. After mass a 
council ,vas held, except on Thursdays ,vhich ,vere 
devoted to audiences, and on Fridays ,vhich \vere 
given up to the King's confessor. The King dined 
at one o'clock, and ,vas ,vaited upon by the first gen- 
tleman of the bed-chamber or by the Grand Cham- 
berlain if he ,vas at Versailles. All the courtiers 
\vere allo\ved to be present, and after dinner anyone 
of high rank could have an intervie\v ,vith the King 
at the door of his room or inside the rootn if the 
King bade hitn enter. 
Louis loved the open air and usually after dinner 
he amused himself ,vith hunting stags, shooting, 
driving, or walking; and each of these amusements 
had its o\\;"n regulations and its o\vn etiquette. After 
taking exercise the King retnained u p\vards of an 
hour in his O\Vll room and then ,vent to see Madame 
de Maintenon, speaking to anyone \vho \vished to do 
so on the \vay. At a quarter past ten he had supper 
\vith the Princes and Princesses, the courtiers being 
allo\ved to stand round. After supper the King usu- 
ally spent an hour in his roon1 \vith his children, he 
sitting in an ann-chair. His retiretncnt to bed ''v" as , 
like the "Rising," conducted \vith great cerenlony 
and ,vas divided into three parts. 
I n the evenings the King often played cards, the 
stakes being at titnes very high, or listened to music; 
sometitnes he dined \yith I\'Iadame de l\Iaintenon. 
For the courtiers the principal occupation of the day 
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,vas to see the I{ing and if possible to speak to him. 
I t is impossible to describe the fatigue, the dulness, 
and the insipidity of the life at \r ersailles. The life at 
Fontainebleau, at the Grand Trianon, and at IVlarly 
,vas, ho\vever, in Inany respects sitnilar to that of 
Versailles. 
Before he created Versailles and l\1:arly Louis had 
been very much attached to Fontainebleau. There 
he frequently had musical ,vater-parties in the even- 
ings. It ,vas there that he fell under the influence 
of rvIarie Mancini, it ,vas there that he spent his hap- 
picst days \vith Louise de la Valliére, it \vas there 
that l\ladalnc de IVlaintenon first appeared at the 
councils.* Even after the creation of l\Iarly and 
Versailles, Louis \vent once a year ,vith all his Court 
to Fontainebleau. But after the peace of Nimeguen 
Louis spent Inost of his tilnc \vhich \vas not given 
up to Versailles in visits to the Grand Trianon or to 

Iarly. In 1687 he built thc palace of the Grand 
Trianon. It \vas there that, according to Saint-Si- 
mon, the falnous ,vindo\v scene took placc bet\veen 
Louis and Louvois. Till 1700 Louis constantly vis- 
ited the Grand Trianon. It \vas at the Grand Tria- 
110n that on l\1arch 18, 1692, a famous" appartollellt," 

n evening entertainlnent \vhich began at seven 
o'clock and ended at ten, \vas given in honour of the 
approaching Inarriage of the I)uke of l\Iaine. l'hough 
no dancing but only Inusic, and refreslunents \vas al- 
lo\ved these "appartclnents" ,vere popular, for eti- 
quette \v as abolished and each one did as he pleased. 
* For the life at Fontainehleau see Lair, Louise de la Vallièrt, e/ fa 
jeulIfS.ff d
 Louis À
/r. 
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The King as a rule only appeared for a few minutes, 
and previous to the "appartement" of 1692 had 
not been present at one for some years. But on this 
occasion he stayed a long time and presided at one 
of the supper tables. After I 700 Louis apparently 
wearied of the Grand Trianon, and till the end of 
his life devoted all his attention to l\larly. There 
his building schen1es \vere most costly. Bebveen 
16 79 and 1715 he Inust have spent nearly 12,000- 
000 of francs. To Marly, originally created as a 
resting-place after the fatigues of Versailles, Louis 
became each year Inore and more attached, until at 
last he divided his titne bet\veen it and Versailles. 
\Vhen the custotn arose for the King and Court to 
go each ,veek to l\larly, the great object of every 
courtier ,vas "êtrc des 1\1 arlys," and it ,vas kno\vn 
tha t the best \vay to please Lou is \vas to ask for 
leave to accon1pany hitn on his" voyages de l\larly." 
" Cela s'appclait se présentcr pour l\Iarly. Les hom- 
mes demandaient Ie Inême jour Ie tnatin, en disant 
au roi sculement: 'Sire, Marly!' Lcs dernières 
anncées Ie roi s' en importuna. U 11 garçon blcu 
écrivait dans la galcrie les notns de ceux qui detnan- 
daicnt ct qui y allaient se faire inscrire. Pour les 
dames, elles continuèrent toujours à se présentcr." 
These exigencies of Court life were intolerable to 
certain of the Princesses. The young Duchess of 
l\Iaine absolutely declined to become a slave to 
the etiquette of Versailles and Marly, and she ,vas 
rarely present at the official evening parties, or took 
part in the "voyages en toilette de gala, et' Ie 
dînettes dans Ie carosse d u roi." l\loreover she 
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avoided moral conversations with l\Iadame de l\Iain- 
tenon, and gave up her devotional exercises. She 
\vas an able \voman and determined not only to 
amuse herself but to become of importance and 
to secure for her husband, the Duke of Maine, a 
recognised position. Clagny had been given the 
Duke by his Inother Madalne de Montespan, but 
Clagny,vas too near Versailles, and the Maines lived 
at Châteney till 1699, ,vhen they bought Sceaux 
,vhich Colbert and his son had made one of the most 
beautiful and agreeable houses near Paris. There 
the Duchess established herself, and though she tried 
to \vhilc a\vay the tilne ,vith hcr laborious anlUSC- 
ments she was nevertheless bored to distraction. 
She \vas more successful in her other aims. \Vhile 
she lived at Sceaux the Duke ,vent frequently 
to Versailles. I-Ie follo\ved Louis to Trianon, to 
IVlar1y, and to Fontainebleau. I Ie ahvays played the 
part of the affectionate and respectful son, \vho full 
of admiration of the glorious Inajesty of the King, 
\vas never so happy as when basking in the royal 
presence. He ,vas equally attentive to lVladame 
de 1\laintenon, ,vho repaid his attentions by using 
her interest ,vith the King on his behalf. And 
he succeeded. He gained places for hÍ1nself and his 
children. I-Ie was hilTIself legitinlised and becal11e 
a peer of France. After the death of the Dukes of 
Burgundy and Berry, an edict of July 1714, placed 
hiln and his brother the Count of Toulouse in the 
succession to the throne. The Duchess of l\laine 
had indeed triulnphed at Sceaux. Rut she ,,'as 
building upon sand. No 
ooncr ,vas I..ouis dead 



1700] 


Versaztles and the Provinces. 


299 


than Maine became, after a short struggle, lOle 
quantité llcgligéable. The Duchess of Orleans \vas 
as alive to the dreariness of the Court life as \\Tas the 
Duchess of Maine, but she quietly endured it. The 
life at lVlarly ,vas indeed if possible duller than the 
routine of Versailles. At Marly l\tIadame de Mainte- 
non was the leading figure and Saint-Simon has 
fully described her life there. 
It \vas during the years following the peace of 
Nimeguen that l\tIadalne de Maintenon's influence 
became paramount. * This relnarkable \voman, the 
most influential ,voman, it hdS been said, in French 
history, had great influence on Louis' character, 
though probably her influence on French policy has 
been exaggerated. "I-Ier position," says JVladame 
de Sévigné, "is unique in the \vorld; there never 
has been nor ever will be again anything like it." 
The vivacious Charlotte Elizabeth, Duchess of 
Orleans, ,vho disliked her, and ,vith Saint-Simon 
regarded her as the evil principle uf French politics, 
expresses the general vie\vs as to her influence. 
" All the tninisters," she \vrites, "have placed then1- 
selves under the heel of this \VOlnan." t IVladalne de 
l\laintenon's ,york in life \vas, in her o\vn opinion, to 
convert the King fron1 evil \vays. And there is no 
doubt that she succeeded. l\'[adarne de l'vlontcspan 
,vas given the Château of Clagny, \vhich cost about 


* The literature on the subject of l\Iadame de l\1aintellon is enor- 
mous. Koone who wishes to form a just estimate of her influcnce 
<.;hould omit to read: Jlfatla1l/
 d
 i1íaÙr/ello11. D'aprts tit'S Documents 
A uthellliques. " A. CefIroy, 1887. 
t Tn the Lif
 alld Letters of Charlott
 Rlizabelh, PrillCt'ss Pa/alill
, 
will be fonnd SOlllC 
e\'elc ju,lgment<> on 1\ladame de Maintenon. 
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L I 2,000, and thither she retired. lVladamed de F ont- 
anges \vasdead, and the life at Court became gradually 
more and more decorous if not austere. As regards 
her political influence it \vould seeln that whenever she 
was asked for advice and gave it she was usually ,vrong. 
She blarned ho\vever the devastation of the Palatinate, 
and she probably approved of the acceptance of the 
\Vill of Charles II. of Spain. Her partiality for Vill- 
eroi and Chamillart, if, as is always alleged, it had 
anything to do ,vith their promotion, was decidedly 
injurious to the interests of France. She certainly 
advised Louis on the death of J ames II. to ackno\\-l- 
edge the Pretender; froln 1709 ot1,vards she 'vas in 
favour of making peace at any price. But she only 
really cared for matters relating to the Church and her 
conscience, and it ,vas in religious questions that her in- 
fluence on the King ,vas rnost clearly seen. The year 
after her marriage saw the foundation of Saint-Cyr for 
the education of the poor daughters of the nobility 
\vho had been ruined by the exigencies of the military 
service or by other causes. l\Iansard ,vas the architect, 
and the building, ,vhich ,vas begun on l\Iay 1st, 1685, 
and finished in July, 1686, cost abou t L 56,000. On 
July 30th, 1683, the Queen had died declaring that 
under God she o,ved it to IVladame de l\laintenon that 
after t\venty years of neglect her husband began to 
treat her ,vith kindness. I..ate in the evening of J an- 
uary 12th, 1684, Madarne de lVlaintenon ,vas privately 
tnarried to Louis in the chapel of Versailles in the pres- 
ence of five persons, Père la Chaise who said Inass, 
Rarlay the Archbishop of Paris ,vho gave the benedic- 
tion, l..ouvoi
, Montchevreu iI, ,yho '\'ere \\ritnesses, 



J' 


I 
, ' . 


'- 


, :\. 
> ,t
 * 
",
 t .\
 ')0 --. ' ) 
'<, '" f,}, 

"
 t. j, 

.' 

 
' '11' 
-... '\,' 
1.... . 


. -,- 



 '-, 


... 'I( 


','

 


" 


J 


'= 
..,<;ð
y. 
, -, 
 
..; , ' :' 
, , \ 
..n.., ,.
u 
, .---' . l' "" 
, , 


',.: 


, I', \'" ., 


"

 


.,.. 


,.
 


1 - 


" 



 


" 


'.. 


-\.;. 


;:.r 
'\. 


MADAME DE M
INTENON. 


J 
I 
I' 
I 


;', 


I 
...J 



1700] 


Versailles and the Provinces. 


3 01 


and Bontemps, the King's first valet de cha1Jzbre, ,,,ho 
prepared the altar. 
The marriage itself ,vas never openly ackno,vI- 
edged, though in private ,vith the King's family the 
position of Madalne de Maintenon \vas fully recog- 
nised. She ,vas addressed as "Madame" by mem- 
bers of the Court, \vho ahvays spoke of her as 
Madame the lVlarquise de Maintenon. She had a 
striking and pleasant appearance. "Her voice" it 
'vas said of her at the time of her marriage, " ,vas 
most agreeable, and her manner \vinning, she had a 
bright and open forehead, eyes full of fire, and the 
carriage of her figure so graceful and supple that it 
eclipsed the best at Court. The first im pression she 
made ,vas ilnposing, through a veil of severity; but 
the cloud vanished ,vhen she spoke, and srniled." 
Perhaps nothing illustrates better the change that 
came over Louis' life in 1683 and the kind of influ- 
ence \vhich Madame de Maintenon exerted O\Ter 
him than the history of the foundation of Saint-Cyr. 
Louis \\Tas in 1684 at the height of his glory. He 
had extended the frontiers of France, he had con- 
quered Strasburg and Casale, and had bornbarded 
Genoa and Algiers. He had taken l,uxemburg, and 
threatened to annex the Lo,v Countries. He ,vas the 
terror of Europe and the admiration of his subjects. 
At this culn1inating point of his career and reign, 
Louis decided to change his ,vhole manner of life and 
henceforth to lead a sober if not austere existence. 
Both Louis and Louvois at first hesitated \vhen the 
plan of Saint-Cyr ,vas laid before them. Louvois 
hinted that after the long \var the treasury ,vas ex- 
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haustcù. "No queen of France," said Louis, " has 
ever thought of anything like this." But Madall1e 
de IVlaintenon quietly pleaded her cause. She re- 
minded Louis of his resolution to reform and to 
convert the ,vhol<: of his kingdom, and pointed out 
that such a foundation a
 she desired \vould con- 
tribute directly to,vards the end that he had in vie\v. 
Louis ,vas touched by her arguments and granted her 
req uest. 
No sooner \vas the scheme decided upon than 
Louis took the greatest interest in the ,veHare of the 
ne,v foundation, and there exist at the present day 
some notes ,vhich he made ,vith his o,vn hand ,vith 
reference to the character of the establishment of 
Saint-Cyr. Up to this time Louis had ahvays been 
opposed to monastic institutions of any kind, and 
thought it \vas for the benefit of his kingdom to re- 
duce the number of priests. He no,,, revised care- 
fully the regulations dra\vn up by Madame de 
l\laintenon and Madame de Brinon (who \vas to 
preside over Saint-Cyr), and had several intervie\vs 
\vith the latter in his o\vn room at Versailles. The 
interest ,vhich he began to take in Saint-Cyr must 
have helped to distract his mind from the painful 
contemplation of the results of the revocation of 
the Edict of Nantes and may have tended to allay 
his anxiety \vith regard to the League of Augsburg. 
On September 7, 1686, Louis paid his first visit to 
Saint-Cyr on the completion of the building. After 
a solen1n service he enterðd the garden \vhere three 
hundred demoiselles sang a hyn1n in his honour, the 
music being composed by Lulli. 
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" Grand Dieu, sauvez Ie Roi ! 
Grand Dieu, vengez Ie Roi ! 
Vive Ie Roi ! 


Qu'à jamais gIorieux 
Louis victorieux 
Voye ses enemis 
Toujours soumis. 


Grant! Dieu, sauvez Ie Roi ! 
Grand Dieu, vengez Ie Roi ! 
Vive Ie Roi ! " .)to 


At the beginning of 1689 Louis ,vas present at a 
performance of Est/ley. and \vas so delighted that he 
came several times, on each occasion bringing a num- 
ber of visitors. On the fourth representation a bril- 
liant company ,vas present, including James 11., the 
dethroned King of England. But after a representa- 
tion of Atllalic in April, 1691, Madame de Mainte- 
non awoke to the fact carefully impressed upon her 
by the clergy, that dramatic performances of this 
sort were not suitable for an institution such as 
Saint-Cyr. \Vith characteristic energy she revolu- 
tionised the ,,,hole method of life and instruction 
in her convent. The "rritings of :Fénélon, ,vho 
had introduced the ne\v mysticism, ,vere removed, 
changes ,vere made in the management, and Ma- 
dalne de Maintenon herself began a course of the 
strictest possible supervision over the lives of the 
pupils. She hop d indeed ,vith Louis that Saint- 
Cyr as a school of ITIorals and piety \vould in time 
leaven all }'rance. But on behalf of religion Ma- 
* Th. LavalIée, Mada?ll
d
 .IJ,Iaintenon 
t lafilaison Royal
d
 Saint- 
Cyr, p. 76. 
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danlC dc l\Iaintenon ,vas ,villing that greater ,vorks 
should be undertaken than even the building of 
Saint-Cyr. She \vas as anxious as Louis to bring 
about unity in religious matters, and she always 
opposed the Protestants, the Molinists, and the 
J ansenists. Louis regarded the very existence of 
Protestants in France as a danger to his rule, and 
he moreover desired to secure for himself the glory 
of effecting their conversion. IVladarne de l\1:ainte- 
non asserts that she pleaded in vain ,vith the King 
for some tnitigation of the proceedings; nevertheless. 
she held that the forced conversion of the II ugue- 
nots ,vas incumbent upon a Christian monarch. Her 
influence ,vas throughout on the side of intolerance. 
She stirred up and fanned theological hatreds; her 
religious animosities \vere most persistent. The 
banishment of Fénélon \vas a disgrace to the mon- 
archy, the attacks on the Protestants and the J an- 
senists ,vere most prejudicial to the nation. She 
,vas intimately connected ,vith all these blunders. 
It ,vas indeed very unlikely that Louis in 1685 
of all years ,vould allo,v himself to be restrained in 
,vhat he considered to be the final blo\v to religious 
independence ,vithin France. Ever since 1661 he 
had sho,vn uneasiness at the presence of the rival 
authority of the Pope, and several times he had 
made it clear that he vie\ved ,vith great dissatis- 
faction the existence of a po,ver ,vhich claimed j uris- 
diction over his subjects. In the affair of Créqui he 
had ,von a victory over the temporal pO\\Ter of the 
Papacy; in that of the regale he attacked the Pope 
in his spiritual capacity; in 1682 he had successfully 
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asserted his claim to be supreme in the Church as 
\vell as in the State. 
The regale or King's right to receive the revenues 
of vacant bishoprics and to appoint to all living 
\vithin the diocese during the vacancy ,vas recog- 
nised all over France except in Guienne, Languedoc, 
Dau phiné, and Province. Louis determined to ex- 
tend his right over these provinces, and in 1673 and 
1675 declarations of his right ,vere published. 
Nicholas PavilIon, Bishop of Alet, and Caulet, 
Bishop of Pamiers, who were J ansenists, protested 
and appealed to the Pope; Innocent XI. took up 
their cause, and ,vhen the two bishops died forbade 
Louis to put his vie\vs into effect in the diocese of 
Pamiers. 
But Louis, rigidly orthodox as he was, breathed 
defiance at the Pope and called the famous council 
of 1682 \vhich under the direction of Bossuet laid 
do\vn four propositions: 
(I) That the Pope has no authority over the teln- 
poral power. 
(2) That the spiritual authority of the Popes 
should be regulated by General Councils. 
(3) That the exercise of Papal authority should 
be in accordance \\lith the usages of the Gallican 
Church; and 
(4) Papal decisions in Inatters of faith are not 
valid till they have received the consent of the 
Church. 
The clergy and nation supported Louis in this 
contest from patriotic motives. They regarded the 
Papacy as a foreign power, and it seemed likely 
20 
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at one time that Louis \vould play the part of 
Henry VI II. and supported by a coalition of the 
bishops of the Court party, like Harlay, \vith the 
bishops who held extrclne Gallican views, declared 
the national Church independent. Thus did Louis 
attempt to cstablish his suprclnacy in spiritual, 
as he had already done in temporal matters. In- 
nocent XI. refused to accept the decision of thc 
council and the revocation of the Edict of N antes 
did not mollify him. He supported the League of 
Augsburg; he opposed Louis' schemes \\'ith regard 
to the Archbishopric of Cologne; and he desired 
the success of \;Villialn of Orange. On his death 
Madame de Maintenon helped to bring about an 
understanding bet\veen Louis and Alexander VIII. 
Though 
ladame de 
iaintenon can,not be described 
as the author of the revocation of the Edict of 
N antes she longed for the conversion of all France. 
The Court, the clergy, and the Par/enlellts \vere all 
eager for the extirpation of heresy. Argument, 
bribery, and violence \vere the three tnethods em- 
ployed in turn. "IV1. Pelisson," ,vrote IVladame de 
Maintenon, "\vorks \vonders; he Inay not be so 
learned as 1\1. Bossuet, but he is morc persuasive." 
To reunite the sects of the Catholic Church and to 
stamp out the Protestant schism \vas to her, as it 
,vas to Bossuet, one of thc principal aims of her life. 
N either indeed can Louis be severely blaIned for 
attempting the conversion of the Protestants. "If 
Louis XIV. \vas mistaken in his policy, the mistake 
was shared by all his ministers, by all the great men 
of his age, and by all the public bodies of his king- 
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don1. The error ,vas the error of the ,,-hole of 
France." It is impossible to overlook the extreme 
bitterness \vith \vhich the French Catholics regarded 
their Protestant fello\v-subjects. \;Vhcn the Chan- 
cellor Le Tellier died in 1685, he thought he had 
seen the accolnplishment of his dearest ,vish-thc 
religious unity of France. 
Religious unity, as Louis understood it, ,vas impos- 
sible in France, but his improved life only increased 
his dctennination to extirpate hercsy, and made hiln 
lTIOre intolerant than ever of any deviation froln the 
beaten track. I-Iardly had the Huguenots been sup- 
pressed when his methodical mind received a severe 
shock froln the appearance in France of the religious 
system known as Quietisln. I-Iarlay, the profligate 
Archbishop of Paris, took up a very pronounced at- 
titude of hostility to\vards all ,vho espoused these 
mystic opinions, and ,vas supported by the King. 
Bossuet, ,vho had just concluded his controversies 
\vith the Protestants, ,vas himself involvcd in a strug- 
gle \vhich rcsolved itself into a duel bet\veen hiln and 
}-i'énélon, the tutor of the Duke of Burgundy, and in 
16 95 the r\rchbishop of Calnbrai. Fénélon had rc- 
fused to agree to a fonnal condemnation of the opin- 
ions of Madame Guyon \vhose \vritings had attracted 
considerable attention, and had found himself con- 
fronted by Bossuet. The contest bet\veen the t\VO 
was "a spectacle which for three years engrossed 
the attention of the ,vhole of Europe." During the 
struggle Fénélon published his Explicatioll des 111ax- 
iJ1les des Saints (1697), a vindication of himself and 
his opinions \vhich still further exasperated his ene- 
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mies. But closely connected \vith the theological 
causes of dispute between Bossuet and Fénélon \vere 
probably certain political considerations. Each of 
the Incn may have hopcd on the death of Louis to 
play the part of a M azarin or of a Richelieu. Bo
- 
suet the tutor of the Dauphin, Fénélon the tutor 
of the Duke of Burgundy, had each good reason for 
their political alnbitions. From 1695 to 1697 thc 
struggle bebveen these t\vo prelates raged. Bossuet, 
a man of action, disliked intensely the vie\vs of the 
Inystics and dreaded the effect of their propagation 
in France. 
Fron} the first Louis, instigated by Madalne de 
:\Iaintenon and Bossuet, had determined to crush 
Fénélon. Fénélon may ur may not have hoped to 
become the first tninister of the Duke of Burgundy 
\vhenever the latter became king, but it is very 
doubtful if Louis' suspicions roused by the .11lax- 
iJJzes ,vere justified. Great pressure ,vas brought to 
bear on Innocent XII. and at length Fénélon's vie\vs 
\vere condeillned at ROlne. Innocent had only been 
gained ,vith difficulty. The Jesuits at Rome had 
defended Fénélon, and it \vas only \vhen Louis' 
complaints and remonstrances gre\v into menaces 
that the Pope yielded so far as to condcmn by a 
brief of March 12, 1699, t\venty-thrce propositions 
taken from the l1IaxÙJles des Saints, without, ho\v- 
ever, declaring them heretical or sentencing the 
book to the flames. This victory ,vas, however, 
sufficient for Louis, Fénélon was banished from the 
French Court, and Madame de Guyon, whose mysti- 
cal writings had been the origin of the \vhole de- 
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From an illustration, based on an old print. in Philippson's 
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bate, \vas \\.ith the full approbation of l\IadalTIe de 
l\Iaintenon and Bossuet incarcerated at Vincennes. 
"No ,vrath like a ,voman's" remarked an Italian 
prelate ,vith reference to Madame de Maintenon's 
open partisanship. 
Hut ,vhile Louis ,vas creating Versailles and 
Trianon, 11arly and Saint-Cyr, ,vhile the laborious 
an1usements of Sceaux "'ere in full progress, and 
,vhile he ,,,as at an enormous sacrifice securing an 
appearance of religious unity, France \vas suffering 
unspeakable misery. The Dutch ,,,ar of 1672 ,vas 
the first event that upset Colbert's plans and calcu- 
lations. The necessity of raising Inoney forced him 
to adopt measures ,vhich he abhorred. Loans, ne\v 
taxes, the sale of public offices, ,vere expedients 
the disastrous nature of \vhich he "Tas fully aware. 
But he had no other course open to him. The 
Dutch ,,-ar cost more than fifty 111illions of livres, 
and the money had to be found. After the Peace of 
Nimeguen Louis 'v hi Ie proceeding with his RluJlioll 
policy never paused in his magnificent \vorks at 
Versailles, Trianon, and Marly, though Colbert 
urged eCOnOlTIY and described the sufferings of the 
people. Le Pelctier, ,vho succeeded Colbert as Con- 
troller-General-and \vho held that office till 1689, 
,vas a ,,'ell-meaning man, but he \vas quite unable to 
resist the extravagant tastes of Louis. 
In 1684 the ,veight of the taxes led to riots in the 
provinces, \vhich reappeared from time to time 
throughout Le Peletier's ministry. The nlany ex- 
emptions from taxation rendered the lot of the 
roturier particularly hard and aroused a bitter feel. 
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ing to,vards the rich, who not unfrcqucntly paid 
little or nothing. l\1oreover the collection of the 
taxes ,vas often accompanied by corruption and 
fraud and violence, and many unfortunate men "'ere 
thro\\'n into horrible prisons Croln which they rarely 
emerged alive. But the year 1685 \vas destined to 
bring more troubles upon the French nation. As if 
r:xisting exactions and the inequalities of taxation 
\vere not sufficient evils, the revocation of the Edict 
of 
 antes added fresh difficulties. Before the end of 
1685 many of the intendants recogniscd the import 
of this blo\\T struck at commerce and industry. But 
though l
ouis was a\vare of the disastrous effects of 
his act he actually contemplated expelling the] ews 
from France at this crisis. On l\1ay 6, 1688, Le 
Peletier \vrote to the intendant of the Gencra/ité 
of Bordeaux: "The I(ing desires you to examine 
the design \vhich he has in his mind of expelling 
the] e\ys Cron1 the kingdom. But this step should 
only be taken after ITIuch consideration, lest the in- 
terest of commerce which has already been damaged 
by the exodus of the IIuguenots should fall into 
utter ruin." 
Fortunately for France this project was never 
carried out. But the disasters caused by the revoca- 
tion did not interrupt Louis' building schelnes. In 
1688 nine millions of livres had been spent on the 
gigantic ,yorks for bringing \vater from the Eure to 
Versailles, ,,'orks ,,,hich "Tere interrupted by the" ar 
,vith the League of Augsburg and "'ere never taken in 
hand again. It \vas a very difficult matter to raise 
money for this ne\v \\Tar. AIl appedl \vas made to 
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the large towns and promises given that no efforts 
\vould be spared to bring about a firm, sure, and 
lasting peace. On this assurance Paris gave 400,000 
livres, Toulouse 300,000, and other to\vns in 
some\vhat similar proportions. The provinces \vere 
also called upon to provide additional troops, the 
result being that the number of the French troops 
'vas greater than had ever been seen in the service 
of a single country. lVloreover some to\vns received 
permission to borrow', others to repudiate their 
debts. Additional offices \vere created and sold and 
the public debt ,vas largely increased. 
Le Peletier, not kno\ving ho,v to raise more 
money, pleaded ill-health, retired, and ,vas succeeded 
by Pontchartrain, who became Controller-General in 
1689. He simply follo,ved the policy of his prede- 
cessor in an aggravated degree. He was obliged, 
says a French historian, to have recourse to "des 
expédients mesquins :- Vente des lettres de noblesse, 
creatio
 de charges inutiles, enregistrement des 
annoires." No minister ever displayed so much 
ingenuity in the creation of nc\v offices, and he be- 
queathed to France thousands of privileged func- 
tionaries-a useless and most pernicious legacy. 
The misery of the provinces during all these years 
,vas extreme. In many parts the peasants were re- 
duced to living on boiled herbs alone; in 1691 the 
Prince of Condé, Governor of Burgundy, \vrote to 
Pontchartrain that in an the villages ,vhich he passed 
through in a journey which he had just taken in Bur- 
gundy he had not seen a single inhabitant ,vho had 
not begged from him. Want and destitution were 
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universal and they gained ground steadily. And all 
the ,vhile the French armies \vere gaining brilliant 
victories at Staffarda, at Fleurus, and N eerwinden. 
" The people," ,vrote Villani, U perished of want to 
the sound of the Te Deuln." 
From the year 102 the starving population be. 
came dangerous. Desperate men demanding bread 
infested the country and threatened all \vho had 
property or who ,vere kno\vn to have money. The 
forests became the hiding-places of bands of armed 
and ferocious peasants \vho issued out only to rob 
and to kill. "France," said Fénélon in I
3, "is only 
" a large hospital desolate and \vithout food." The 
peace of Rys\vick checked to SOine extent the dis- 
tress, and France breathed again. But before she 
had time to recover her strength she \\'as plunged 
into the Spanish Succession \var and all the evils of 
the previous t\venty years reappeared \vith terrible 
force. 
But taxation, absenteeism, and centralisation vvere 
not the only evils from \vhich the provinces suffered. 
Tenant-right existed over Pi cardy, the tIe de France, 
Vermandois, Champagne, and Artois. To\vards the 
close of the seventeenth century many nobles ,vho 
had been ruined by the crushing \veight of the 
military service, or \vho had exhausted their finances 
at Versailles and had become impoverished,attempted 
to raise their rents or to sell their land. Then there 
arose bitter opposition from the farmers and though 
the government sided with the provincial and im- 
poverished nobles, legislation failed to stamp out 
tenant-right. In 1679 and in 1707 and again in 1714 
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royal edicts, such as only a òcspotic govcrnnlCtlt 
could enforce, and increasing on each occasion in 
severity, atten1pted to deal \vith this ne\v difficulty. 
But though the landlords \vere backed up by all the 
\veapons of the government of the Grand S'ièc!e, 
they failed to assert their so-called rights against the 
stern resistance of the farmer and peasant. 
The contrast bet\veen the life at Versailles and the 
life in the provinces during these years is striking. 
Still more striking \vas the continued devotion of the 
French people to the King. In their Inisery the mass 
of the French lo\ver orders accused the ministers and 
their agents of being responsible for their calamities, 
The to\vns \vhen Inaking grants for the \var expenses 
"Tere moved as much by patriotism as by fear. Even 
\vhile a fot:eign \var \vas eating a\vay all their re- 
sources the inhabitants of a to,vn ,vould "Tillingly 
and joyfully raise statues and various Inonuments in 
honour of Louis XIV. and his victories. 
In 1685 statues \vere erected in almost every part of 
the kingdom. In 1689, Marseilles put up one of Louis 
on horseback; in 1691 Tours erected to the glory of 
Louis a triumphal arch; and in 1692 the to\vn of 
Issoire in Auvergne employed the sculptor James 
Suirot to erect a statue of the I(ing. U ndou btedly 
there existed throughout France, at any rate do\vn 
to the Spanish Succession ""ar, a \videspread admira- 
tion for and appreciation of the grandeur of Louis' 
reign. In 1699, the 1\100rish envoy, gazing at the 
Seine from a \vindo\v in the Louvre, only expressed 
tte general feeling \vhen he declared that if those 
waters \vere ink they \\'ould not suffice to describe 
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adelluatcly the grandeur and lnagnificcnce of 
Louis XIV. 
The French people had desired military glory, and 
Louis' reign since 1\lazarin's death had indeed been 
glorious. The King had not only satisfied all the as- 
pirations of his subjects; he had gained for his coun. 
try in Europe a ,veIl earned prestige ,vhich it never 
entirely lost. 



CHAPTER XII. 


THE SPANISH SUCCESSION QUESTION. 


16 97- 1700. 


HERE are many problelns in 
Louis' long reign \\Thich still 
await solution. Opinions are 
even no\v at variance as to the 
real motives which prompted 
the King in the full tide of 
victory to consent in 16G8 to 
the treaty of Aix-Ia-Chapelle. 
1'ill quite lately opinions 
have been equally divided as 
to l..ouis' reasons for Inaking the peace of Rys\vick. 
I Ie kne\v there \vas a strong party both in Holland 
anù England in favour of peace, and that it \vas \vell- 
nigh itnpossible for \Villiam IlL, in the teeth of a 
bitter opposition, to carryon \var Inuch longer. 
l-Ie \\'as fully aware that the Duke of Ha\'aria \vas 
dissatisfied \vith his alliance with the Emperor. He 
3 1 5 
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had just detached the Duke of Savoy froln the 
Coalition and he could now in consequence expect 
fresh and startling successes on the north-east fron- 
tier. Spain \vas not in a condition to defend the 
N etherlanùs, and could not even \vard off attacks on 
her northern frontier. During the \var France had 
demonstrated to Europe her enormous strength. 
Such imlTIenSe armies had never before been seen in 
Europe: \tVillian1 III. himself declared that the 
army ,vith \vhich Condé \von Senef \vould in this last 
\var have been a mere division. The armies of 
France \vere the best in Europe. 
Being in such a comparatively strong position it is 
some\vhat surprising that Louis should not only have 
made peace, but should have given the allies such 
advantageous tenllS. As it stands, the treaty of 
R ys\vick seemed a decided blo\v to the pretensions 
of France. Her influence in Poland had just received 
a check in the election to that throne of Augustus of 
Saxony and the defeat of the candidature of Condé. 
She had already retired from that commanding posi- 
tion in Italy \vhich she o\ved to the genius and de- 
termination of Richelieu. She had abrogated the 
four articles of 1682, had made her peace \vith Rome, 
and had restored Avignon. But the peace of Ryswick 
still further curtailed her po\vers and lessened her 
prestige. By it she \vithdre\v from her claim to con- 
vert the truce of Ratisbon into a definite peace and 
so to annex to France the "reunited" districts. 
l\'Ioreover, the policy \vith \vhich Louis had set 
out in 1661 had not been carried out. Though 
France was the first po\ver in Europe on land, she 
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had failed to secure the COlTIlnand of the sea, anà 
the l\tlediterranean had not been turned into a French 
lake. Though Vauban had fortified her north-east 
frontier, she had not as yet annexed the Spanish 
Netherlands and she had been forced to \vithdra\v 
froin the Rhine frontier. Any hope Louis may have 
had of securing the Imperial dignity for himself or 
for the Dauphin had by the end of the century com- 
pletely disappeared. 
Under these circumstances it has puzzled historians 
to explain Louis' con
ent to the peace of Rys\vick, 
and the moderation of his tone just when it seemed 
that by the continuance of the struggle for a year or 
two he might have secured far more favourable terms. 
Even in the harangue pronounced on February 16, 
1699 at Versailles, by Ben Aïcha, the envoy of 
:rvr uley Ismael, Emperor of lVlorocco, allusion "vas 
made to Louis' unheard of moderation in sacrificing 
his o\vn gains to the glory of giving peace to so many 
vanquished nations. 
The general conclusion now arrived at is that just 
as Louis in 1668 consented to a treaty in the expec- 
tation of gaining the \vhole of the Spanish N ether- 
lands on the death of Charles II. of Spain, \vhich he 
regarded as imminent, so in 1697 he again consented 
to make peace in order to have his hands free when 
the death of Charles II. should take place. That 
event could not be postponed much longer, and 
when it should occur Louis \vas certain to secure a 
great addition of territory and po\ver. As long as 
war continued there \vas always the possibility that 
in accordance with the \vish of the Dutch and Eng- 



"18 
.) 


Louis ){IV. 


[1691 


lish, the Archduke Charles would occupy Catalonia, 
then full of German troops. 
As the Archd uke ,vas a candidate for the throne 
of Spain, it would obviously be Inost disastrous to 
French interests ,vere he in Spain when Charles II. 
died. In the face of so Inuch jealousy of France in 
Europe, it ,vas of vital itnportance to Louis that no 
armed coalition should be in existence \,'hen the 
death of the king of Spain took place; it was equally 
important he should have leisure to arrange his 
plans. 
Louis' diplolnacy and kno\vlcdge of foreign pol- 
itics and the inner history of foreign courts ,vas 
always remarkable. But \vhile the Spanish Succes- 
sion ,var affords ample illustrations of his ,veIl-rea- 
soned policy, the history of the period bet\veen the 
conclusion of the peace of Ryswick and the accept- 
ance of the \Vill enables us best to appreciate the 
very unusual sagacity shown by him in his choice of 
instruments, his close kno\vledge and clear vie\vs of 
the questions at issue, and the ability ,vith \vhich he 
kept the main object of his policy in vie\v. 
Never ,vas a diplolnatic gatne played ,vith more 
consummate skill, and, as it turned out, \vith Inore 
success. Louis' previous relations with Spain had not 
been such as ,vould inspire any confidence that the 
Spaniards \vould easily recognise in hÏ1n a friend and 
an upholder of their interests. He had injured thetn 
in the Devolution war, and his success against the 
Dutch in the next \var \vould have been follo\ved by 
the annexation of the Spanish Netherlands. At 
Nimeguen Spain \vas again the principal sufferer.. 
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During the \"ar, ho\vever, a revolution had taken place 
at Madrid. The Queen Regent, \vho \vas a sister of 
the Emperor Leopold, \vas in 1676 overthrown by 
the nobles and Don John, a natural son of Philip 
IV., \vas received at Madrid \vith enthusiasn1. lIe 
,vas a great admirer of Louis XIV., and as soon as 
the ped.ce of Nimeguen ,vas made, he hastened to pro- 
pose to Louis that Charles II. should marry Louise 
of Orleans, one of the royal nieces. The marriage 
was at first popular in Spain, and Louis hoped, if 
Louise had no children, to get, through her influence, 
the right of the Dauphin to the Spanish Succession 
recognised. In any case he trusted to form a party 
in Spain capable of sustaining his pretensions. U n- 
fortunately, in September, 1679, Don John died be- 
fore Louise even arrived. Another revolution took 
place, and the Queen-l\lother's anti-French influence 
was again paramount. Louis did not despair, and 
succeeded in forming the nucleus of a French party 
in Spain, \vhich survived the \\'ar of the League of 
Augsburg, and reappeared after the conclusion of 
the peace of Rys\vick ready to support the French 
cause. In order to increase and strengthen this 
party, and to provide for all contingencies, Louis 
determined to send Harcourt to IVladrid. His arrival 
there in February, 16g8, constitutes an epoch in 
French, if not in European, history. For it ,vas 
l11ainly due to Harcourt's skill that the Spaniards 
gradually contracted so great a hatred of the Aus- 
trians, that in 1700 it seemed quite natural that the 
Spanish Empire should be left to Louis' grandson, 
and that Louis should accept the \Vill. 
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In his labours Ilarcourt \vas aided by the acute 
difference existing bet\veen the vie\vs of Europe and 
those of every Spaniard, ,vhose one object \vas to 
prevent any partition. 
The decline of Spain rendering the development 
of France possible was so obvious, and the Spanish 
Elnpire \vas so enormous, including the Spanish 
N etherlands, Sicily, Naples, the Tuscan Ports, Milan, 
and the dominions in the Ne\v World, that Europe 
\vas interested in the Succession question and meant 
to have a voice in the disposal of such vast and dis- 
connected territories. 
T\vo attelnpts had already been Inade to settle 
the future governlnent of the Spanish Empire. In 
1668, by the Partition treaty bet\veen France and 
Austria, it ,vas settled that on Charles I1.'s death 
Louis should take Franche-Comté, the \vhole of Bel. 
gium or the Spanish Netherlands, and certain terri- 
tories in the north of Spain, while the Emperor 
Leopold ,vas to take Spain and most of her foreign 
possessions. In 1689 again, \Villialn 111., fillcd \vith 
an exaggerated fear of Louis XIV.'s schemes, guar- 
anteed to the Elnperor Leopold the entire Spanish 
Succession-an arrangement marked by about the 
same amount of wisdom as \\'as the determination of 
the \Vhigs after the death of the Emperor Joseph 1. 
to reconstruct the empire of Charles V. for the 
benefi t of Charles VI. 
But at the time of the peace of Rys\vick neithet 
of the above arrangements held good, and Europe 
prepared to consider the \vhole subject de llOvo. 
Of the three candidates for the Spanish Succession 
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the Dauphin had a good clain1 if the renunciations 
of his mother and grandlnother \vere invalid. Louis 
claimed the Spanish heritage for the Dauphin as 
the son of Maria Theresa, the eldest daughter of 
Philip IV., and insisted that the renunciations of 
1\1aria Theresa \vere invalid on the follo\ving grounds. 
In the first place one of the clauses of the marriage 
contract stated that the renunciation \vas worthless 
unless the do\vry of Maria Theresa \vas paid at the 
time agreed. This do\vry had never been paid. 
Secondly, Louis urged that neither the Cortes nor 
the Par/enlen! of Paris had ever ratified the renun- 
ciation, that l\iaria Theresa being a minor had no 
po\ver to deprive herself of her rights, and further 
that it \vas desirable in the interests of Spain that a 
prince should succeed capable of maintaining the 
unity of the Spanish Elnpire. \Yith his large army, 
his po\verful fleet, his excellent generals and clever 
diplomatists, it seemed that Louis' arguments had a 
greater chance of success than the claim of the Em- 
peror Leopold. 
Leopold claimed by reason of the right (I) of his 
mother ,vho \vas a sister of Philip IV., and (2) of his 
first ,vife Margeret Theresa, a younger daughter of 
Philip IV. Neither his n10ther nor wife had ever 
signed a renunciation. As his daughter Maria, nlar- 
ried to the Elector of Bavaria, had renounced her 
claims, Leopold regarded his position as unassailable, 
and was "Tilling to give Spain to his son by a second 
marriage, the Archduke Charles. The Court of 
Spain had regarded his candidature \vith satisfaction. 
For Inany years the t\\'O branches of the House of 
21 
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I-Iapsburg had been closely connected, and the fcel- 
ing in Spain ,vas in favour of the I--Iouse of Austria, 
especialJy since France \vas regarded as the natural 
enen1Y of Spain. 
The third candidate \vas the son of the Elector of 
Bavaria, the Electoral Prince. And till his death he 
,vas the favourite candidate. His claims \vere prob- 
ably best from a legal point of vie\v, and Charles II. 
had rightly refused to recognise as valid the renun- 
ciations \vhich Leopold had extorted fron1 his 
daughter, the mother of the Electoral Prince. And 
moreover the succession of the Electoral Prince 
would not disturb the" balance of pO\\Ter" so dear 
to all European statesmen. As King of Spain he 
\vould not endanger the tranquillity or the inde- 
pendence of the rest of Europe. But the Elnperor 
refused to regard the Electoral Prince as a formida- 
ble candidate. He caused a ,vill made by Charles 
II. in his favour, to be annulled, and pressed for- 
\vard the claims of his son the Archduke Charles. 
'[he question \vas obviously in all its aspects so 
thorny, and so likely to lead to a European ,var 
that shortly after the peace of Rys\vick negotiations 
\vere opened bet\veen France, England, and Holland 
to effect by means of a partition an alnicable ar- 
rangelnent of the difficult question. The relations 
bet\veen England and France after the treaty of 
Rys\vick had remained very unsettled. Though 
Louis had recognised \Vi!liam as King he had not 
recognised the succession. ] anles II. still lived at 
Saint-Germain, and Louis declared to Portland, the 
English envoy, th:l.t he had no intention of relnoving 
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hitn. But having once declared his vie\vs on the 
question of the expulsion of the Stuarts, Louis be
 
came lnost gracious and made friendly overtures to 
\Villiam. In April, 1698, 1'allard \vas sent to Lon- 
don, negotiations \vere opened, and Louis told 
Portland at a hunting party ho\v pleased he \vas at 
the overtures made by William. In his extreme 
anxiety to secure the Spanish kingdom for his 
grandson, Philip, Duke of Anjou, Louis ,,'as quite 
,villing to provide against the possible union of the 
French and Spanish cro\vns in the future, and it \-vas 
only after long and obstinate negotiations that he 
agreed to the substitution of the Electoral Prince for 
one of his grandsons. By the First Partition treaty 
(October I I, 1698), the Electoral Prince ,vas to 
have Spain, the Spanish Netherlands, and the Span- 
ish possessions in the Ne\v \Vorld, the Archduke 
Charles received l\1ilan, and the Duke of Anjou the 
two Sicilies, the Tuscan Ports (Porto Ercole, Porto 
San Stephano, Orbitello, Piombino, Telamone, Porto 
l..ongone in Elba), Finale, and Guipuscoa. 
The ne\vs of the treaty, as had been expected. 
filled the Spaniards \vith rage. Charles II. made a 
\villieaving all the Spanish possessions to the Elec- 
toral Prince, and the Spanish patriotic party \vere 
satisfied. \Villiam III. and I-Ieinsius \vere equally 
pleased, for the Electoral Prince, ,vith no navy, could 
not enùanger the comlnerce of England and HoI- 
land. Both the Emperor and Louis ,vere discon. 
tented, but the latter agreed ,vith William that the 
treaty ,vas to be carried out. In] anuary, 1699, the 
Electoral Prince died. Louis heard of the death of 
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the Prince at tnidday on the 8th of February. In 
the evening he spoke a good deal about it and 
sytnpathised ,yith his father the Elector. He had 
already, ho\vever, \vith his accustomed energy, dic
 
tated t\VO despatches, one for Harcourt, and one for 
Tallard ordering him to sound William as to a ne\v 
treaty. On the 13th he dre\v up a most elaborate 
scheme for a fresh partition of the Spanish Empire 
and sent it to Tallard, and again on the 23rd he \vrote 
another long letter to his envoy on the same subject. 
It ,vas evident fron1 the first that grave difficulties 
had arisen in arranging a fresh Partition treaty. 
Louis' despatch of the 13th is a masterpiece for 
lucidity and ability. The death of one of the claim- 
ants left the Spanish Empire to be divided bet\veen 
the ren1aining t\vo. "I kno,v," he \vrites, "ho\v 
alarn1ed Europe ,,'ould be to see my po\ver raised to 
a greater height than that of Austria." \Vith this 
recognition of the ,vorship of the idea of the balance 
of po\ver, he proceeds: " But the Emperor's po\ver is 
also so greatly increased by the submission of the 
princes of the Empire and by the advantageous 
peace \vhich he has just concluded ,vith the Porte 
(Treaty of Carlo\vitz), that it is in the general interest, 
if he becomes stronger, that my power also should 
be sufficient to counterbalance that of the Emperor." 
Louis then pointed out that he ,vould propose to 
add Milan to the share allotted to the Dauphin by 
the First Partition treaty, and that the Archduke 
should have Spain, the Indies, the African posses
 
sions, the islands of Sardinia, Majorca, Minorca, 
I vica, and the Philippines. 
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Should the Archduke receive such a share, it is of 
vital importance that Milan should not be in I Iaps- 
burg hands. The Milanese serve as an easy com- 
munication between the two branches of the House 
of Austria, and in Hapsburg hands \vould go far to 
raise the power of that house to the prej udice of the 
interests of the rest of Europe. 
" I foresee," he continued, " great difficulties in the 
\vay of obtaining the consent of the King of England 
to the addition of the Milanese to my son's portion. 
Should you see that it is impossible to overcome the 
objections raised, you can make a suggestion for 
bringing to a satisfactory conclusion this important 
matter. " 
The suggestion was nothing less than that Lor- 
raine should be united to France in exchange for the 
l\Iilanese, which was to be handed over to the Duke. 
A new po\ver \vould thus be formed in Italy, and 
France would have added little to her strength, for, 
as Louis truly said, Lorraine \vas so surrounded by 
French possessions that it was practically already in 
the po\ver of the French monarchy. 
But his next suggestion sho\vs how strongly his 
Inind \vas set on making France invulnerable. "I 
would promise," he s"aid, "to give to the Duke of 
Savoy the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily; he could 
also have the Tuscan ports and Finale on condition 
that he ceded to me the Duchy of Savoy, the princi- 
palityof Piedmont, and the county of Nice, and his 
possessions in Montferrat; \vhich last I would hand 
over to the Duke of Milan." 
Another scheme which he hinted at was to give 
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the Duke of Savoy the portion al10tted above to the 
Archduke, to hand over to the latter the kingdoms 
of Naples and Sicily, to place the Duke of Lorraine 
in l\1ilan \vith Savoy's possessions of l\10ntferrat, and 
to leave in the hands of France the rtmainder of the 
estate of Savoy ,vith Lorraine and Guipuscoa. 
One Ï1nportant question \vas left to the end of the 
despatch-that of the Spanish Netherlands. And 
\vith regard to this debateable land, Louis sho\ved 
considerable kno\vledge of the feelings of Europe. 
'" The King of England and the States-General," he 
said, " \vould be equally irritated at seeing the1n in 
my hands, or in those of the Elnperor." 
In dealing \vith this delicate question Louis fore- 
bore to make any definite proposal, but thre\v out 
four alternatives \vhich Tallard might lay before 
William. 
The first suggestion ,vas to form the Lo\v Coun- 
tries into a republic which should be closely united 
by treaty \vith Holland, while the second \vas to 
hand them over to the queen of Spain after the death 
of Charles II. The third project ,,'ould be, Louis 
thought, not acceptable to the taste of Williatn. It 
consisted in renewing the treaty 1nade in 1635 by 
Louis XIII. \vith the States-General, for the parti- 
tion of the I
o\v Countries behveen :France and 
Holland. The fourth suggestion-and this \vas the 
one perhaps the l110st popular ,vilh Louis-\vas to 
give the provinces as an independent sovereignty to 
the Elector of Bavaria. 
But great difficulties \vere at once experienced. 
The pretensions of the French had increased; .and 
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the proposal that the Spanish Netherlands should be 
made into a separate principality and given to 
Bavaria \vas not ,yell received by vVilliam. Louis had 
in fact proposed that France should be rounded off 
by securing Lorraine, Savoy, and Nice, and that she 
should gain a predominant influence in the N ether- 
lands. The tnaritime po,vers at once refused to con- 
sider the possibility of the formation of the Spanish 
Netherlands into an independent state, though they 
,vere not opposed to the transfer of Lorraine to 
France. The Court of Vienna ,vas strongly opposed 
to the suggested arrangements. The Austrians \vere 
looking to the establishment of their po\ver in Italy, 
and had already in thcir own minds anticipated the 
settlement effected at Utrecht. 
These lengthy negotiations occupied l
ouist full at- 
tention. He examined article by article the propo- 
sitions made by the English. \Vith keen foresight 
he pointed out the dangers attendant on the Spanish 
throne being given to the Archduke. "The Span- 
iards are," he rightly declared, "jealous of any at- 
telnpt to disll1cn1ber their elllpire, \vhich they ,vish 
to preserve entire. I shall be obliged to take up 
arms and conquer that portion of the Spanish do- 
minions assigned to my son." No detail escapcd his 
vigilant eye, and he prepared for all eventualities. 
.L\fter four months of incessant labour Louis agreed 
to the terms of the Second Partition treaty. But 
the effects of the death of the Electoral Prince \vere 
never entirely reilloved, and it \vas only after great 
difficulty that Holland ,vas induced to agree to the 
treaty, l..ouis and \Villiam \\'crc building upon sand. 
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The Etnperor ,vould not accept the treaty, and in 
England its unpopularity ,vas universal. 
It \vas not till !Viay, 1700, that the Second Partition 
treaty ,vas finally ratified. By it the Duke of 
Anjou secured the T,vo Sicilies, the Tuscan ports, 
Guipuscoa, and the Milanese, but the latter was to 
be exchanged for Lorraine. The Archduke Charles 
,vas to receive Spain, the Spanish Netherlands, and 
the Spanish possessions in America. The ne\vs of 
the Second Partition enraged the Spaniards beyond 
all bounds. The Queen broke all the furniture in 
her room, and Charles II. ,vas equally angry. Eng- 
land and Holland ,vere regarded as the originators 
of the treaty, and Charles, alarmed at the idea of 
the influence of Protcstant po\vers being felt possi- 
bly in his Anlcrican possessions, and cOlnpletely 
influenced by the French faction supported by Por- 
tocarrero, ,vas gradually persuaded to forego his 
natural inclination to leave his dominions to the 
l\ustrian House. Innocent XII. advocated the 
continuance of the union of all the Spanish do- 
minions, and it ,vas held in l\iadrid that a descendant 
of the great representative of Catholicisn1 in Europe 
,vould be the best sovereign for Spain. 
On October 7th Charles signed a ,,,ill leaving his 
dOlninions to the Duke of Anjou anù his successors; 
failing thein, to the Duke of Berry. On N ovclnber 
I st he died, and thus tern1inated one of the 1110st 
tnelancholy existences recorded in history.-:
 


* A full account of the diplomacy bearing on the Partition treaties 
will be found in A. Legrelle's La Diplomatie Frall(aise et la Succes- 
sion d'EsÞa..f{l1e. 
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IJouis' motives in agreeing to these treaties are 
hard to follow', and have given rise to much contro- 
versy. He knew that the question of the succession 
,vas still a very open one, and that his supporters in 
Spain could not be depended upon. And he may 
have thought that at any rate he had secured substan- 
tial gains. Had the terms of either Partition treaty 
been carried out, the IVlediterranean ,vould in all 
probability have become a French lake, and it ,vas 
the appreciation of the damage which such a state 
of things would bring to English trade that caused 
so much opposition to the treaties in England. 
Though apprehensions \vith regard to the balance 
of po,ver in the IVlediterranean 'vere as yet SOl11e- 
\vhat inarticulate, English merchants \vere fully alive 
to the importance of their interests in the l
evant 
and generally to the value of their ever extend- 
ing intercourse ,vith the IVlediterranean countries. 
Though the causes ,vhich have made England a 
::\Iediterranean po,vcr have been at ,york for centu- 
ries, the Spanish Succession ,var proved an ilnportant 
epoch in the history of the English influence and of 
the European equilibrium in the l\1editerranean. 
Louis ,vas hinlself fully alive to the inlportance of 
securing French influence over at any rate the ,,,est- 
ern basin of the l\Iediterranean. But in his corre- 
spondence he explained his agreement \vith the 
partition schenles on general grounds. In ,vriting 
to Tallard he declared that he had consented to the 
First Partition treaty in order to ensure the peace of 
 
Europe. "After I have sacrificed so much to give my 
subjects repose," he ,vrote, " no interest is more itn- 
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portant than to preserve the tranquillity ,vhich they 
no\venjoy.H He ,vas no doubt anxious for a penna- 
nent peace, but he only relinquished his grandson's 
claim to Spain ,vith regret. "I can," he ,vrote to 
Tallard, "enforce my grandson's rights, but tny 
desire for tranquillity leads me to tnake ternlS ,vith 
England." 
.t\t the same tÏ1ne it rnust be rernetnbered that 
though he sent TaHard to arrange about a su bdi- 
vision of the spoil, Louis ,vas ,veH a\vare of the 
effect ,vhich ,vould be produced upon the tninds 
of the Spaniards ,vhen once they heard of a Parti- 
tion treaty. Historians have therefore been inclined 
to believe that" the Partition Schelne ,vas a blind,H 
and that both U Partition treaties \vere in fact part 
of a ganle played skilfully by the French King to 
quiet and delude England and I-Iolland, to paralyse 
the Elnperor, and to incline the Spaniards through 
fear to,vards the French interests. H It is difficult, 
ho\vever, to suppose that all Louis' vohuninous cor- 
respondence \vas dishonest, and that he \vas playing 
false during the three years foHowing the treaty 
of Rys\vick. lIe had nlost solelnnly protested over 
and over again that he ,vould keep the conditions of 
the treaty of Partition. Early in I iOO, the Emperor 
had agreed to the Second Partition treaty, the 
.t\rchduke lnight have entered Spain as its future 
sovereign, and if he had done so the \\
ar of the 
Spdnish Succession ,vould never have taken place. 
Harcourt, coi1vincecl that a Bourbon prince had no 
chance of becolning king of Spain, had left l\iadrid 
in 
Vlay. .l\nd a<; latc as June of the saIne year 
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Louis informed \Villiatn that the Spanish Council 
\vere strongly disposed in favour of the succession 
going to his grandson, but he asserted: "Neither the 
offer of the Emperor, nor other offers still rnore 
advantageous, \vill ever lead tne to violate the engage- 
ments \vhich I have taken." 
T\velve days before Charlest death Louis ordered 
Tallard to insist that England and I-Iolland should 
hasten their lnilitary preparations so that the treaty 
of Partition could be carried out. "I cannot be- 
lieve," he \vrote, " that they [England and Holland] 
\vill fail in executing agreements so formal and so 
precise, \vhen the tilne shall arrive to carry theln Oll t." 
Such \vords rnake it \vellnigh incredible that Louis 
should have again and again urged Tallard to hasten 
the military preparations of England and Holland if 
he had seriously contenlplated taking a step \vhich 
\vould. bring hiln into imlllediatc collision \vith both 
those po\vers. 
I Ie had been for SOlne tirnt; busy trying to lllodify 
the tenns of the treaty so that France should obtain 
Savoy and Piedmont in place of Naples and Sicily, 
\vhich \vere to fonn a kingdoln for Victor Alnadeus, 
and up to the death of Charles II. he \vas negotia- 
ting on this subject. There seems then little ground 
for ascribing to Louis a policy of diabolical ingenuity 
\vhich ,,'ould have justified the popular opinion of hiln 
held in England. Until the death of Charles Louis 
acted to\vards the rnaritin1e po\vers in perfect good 
faith, and fully intended to carry out the partition. 
On November 1st Charles II. of Spain died, leav. 
ing the Spanish En1pire to the Du ke of Anjou. 
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CHARLES II. OF SPAIN. 
(From an illustration, based on an old print. in ErdmannsdÖrfer's 
Deutsclze Geschiclztc von 16-1-8-17-1-0.) 
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days. \Vhile his own views had begun to lack finn- 
ness and clearness, his councillors themselves showed 
that they \vere incapable of executing a policy \\ hich 
\vould have tried the càpacities of Louis' most able 
ministers. 
The acceptance of the \Vill too Ineant a very con- 
siderable change in his foreign policy. France would 
have to forego the gradual annexation of the Spanish 
Netherlands and the extension of her influence in 
Italy,-a policy \vhich had hitherto been carefully 
adhered to. Louis' intention of establishing a great 
French Empire dominating Europe \\Tould also have 
to be modified. 
The study of the t\VO \veeks succeeding the death 
of Charles II. is of the deepest psychological in- 
terest. Some light is thrown upon the considerations 
\vhich weighed most \vith Louis by closely follo\ving 
the historical sequence of events. Tallard had 
arrived at Fontainebleau on November 2d, and had 
already heard of the arrival of couriers from Spain 
bringing nc\vs of the \\Till of Charles 11., and of the 
formation of a strong party at Court in favour of 
the acceptance of the \Vill. He had an audience 
of the King at \vhich Madame de 1\1aintenon and 
Torcy \\?ere present. Tallard expressed himself in 
favour of adhering to the Partition treaty,* and 
painted in strong colours the European opposition 
\vhich \vould be aroused if Louis accepted the \Vill. 
Torcy, Tallard declares, supported him to such an 
extent t hat on the next day, the 4th, Louis \\'fote 
.,. All allusions to the Partition treaty refer of course to thf" Secon
 
Partition treaty. 
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to BrioI'd, the French an1bassador in I Iolland, order- 
ing hiln to tell Heinsius that he \vould keep to the 
treaty of Partition. 
On N ovem bel' 9th the ne\vs of the death of Charles 
II. reached Rarbézieux at Fontainebleau, and he had 
the honour of informing Louis of the fact. The 
King at once put off his hunting expedition, and 
issued orders that during the \vinter no comedies or 
festivities should take place. An opportunity \\'3S 
thus suddenly offered hiln of carrying out one of his 
most cherished hopes, one of his most important 
political ideas. An enormous increase of the power 
of his country and of his o\vn prestige \vould result 
from the union of the Ì\\'O countries under Bourbon 
rulers. And not only \\'ould the dynastic interests 
of his house be served; the interests of religion 
,,,ould also be advanced. The prospect \\Tas opened 
before him of placing the destinies of a great empire 
under his o\vn most Christian influence. His engage- 
nlents \vith England and Holland caused a natural 
hesitation, and it \vas only after a sharp struggle \vith 
himself that he decided in favour of the \ViII. 
I lis hesitation \-vas reflected in the attitude of his 
leading advisers. To a solemn council summoned 
on the loth of N ovelnber to discuss the Will of 
Charles, only three ministers \vere bidden, Torey, 
Pontchartrain, and Beauvilliers, his habitual coun- 
cillors. 
'fhe Chancellor Pontchartrain had no decided 
oplIl1on. He contented himself \vith \veighing the 
pros and the cons, and to the end refused to make any 
decision. He occupied a middle position bet\\'een 



1700] 


The Spall'ish Succession War. 


335 


Bcauvillicrs, the President of the Council of :France, 
and Torey, the Minister of Foreign Affairs. The 
fonner held that Louis should adhere to the plan of 
Partition, that the acceptance of the \Vill \vould be 
followed by \var, and that ,var ,vould cause the ruin 
of France; the latter, on the contrary, strongly 
urged the immediate acceptance of the \Vill. To 
him the accession of the Duke of Anjou to the 
cro\vn of Spain ,vas of the utmost importance to 
French interests. lIe had no doubts, no misgivings, 
and in the coming years devoted 1nuch time and 
energy to the cause of Philip \T. 
\Vhat advice Louis received from IVladame de 
1\1aintenon is not known. She and the Dauphin 
\vere present at this n1emorable council, but she said 
nothing during its session, and never seems, at any 
rate publicly, to have expressed a decided opinion. 
::\1onseigneur on the other hand \vas from the first 
openly and strongly in favour of the acceptance of 
the \ViII. 
I t is not surprising that when face to face \vith one 
of the most difficult of modern problems, Louis' ad- 
visers should have sho,vn great perplexity. The 
crisis was short but acute, and the pressure of exter- 
nal circumstances proved too strong for the King. 
Pressing appeals came from Spain, strong represen- 
tations from his ov;n Court; while neither Portugal 
nor Savoy liked the arrangements made by the treaty 
of Partition. The affairs in the Peninsula required a 
prompt and decisive reply. It Vw.ould seem that 
Louis' mind \\'as made up on Thursday, Novenlber 
I I th, though the Court did not kno\v in \vhich direc- 
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tion. The courtiers only rcaliscd that the period of 
uncertainty had passed away. On Friday, the 12th, 
a despatch, couched in dignified terms, ,vas sent 
through Blécourt to the Queen of Spain at Madrid, 
c8nveying Louis' acceptance of the \Vill. At the 
same time a long memoir ,vas sent to 'VVilliatTI 111., 
containing a full description of the cruel dilemma in 
\vhich, o,ving to the patriotism of the Spaniards, he 
had been placed, and the reasons ,vhich had induced 
him to thro\" over the treaty and accept the \Vili. 
In this meJTIoir, ,yhich is of peculiar interest, Louis 
begins by pointing out that up to the death of Charles 
neither he nor his ministers paid any attention to the 
general \"ish of the Spanish nation to place a French 
prince on their throne: "Cette inclination générale 
des peuples que leur véritable intérêt leur inspirait 
n'a point été cultivée par les ministres de sa ma- 
jesté." I-Ie then adduces the reasons ,yhich have 
brought about his decision to accept the \Vili. In 
the first place the \\'ishes of Charles I I., if carried 
out, ,voldd entirely prevent the union of France and 
Spain, and so the jealousy of European po\\'ers on that 
score need not be feared. Secondly, the great object 
of the Partition treaty ,vas to secure the peace of 
Europe by obtaining the consent of the Emperor to 
the arrangelTIents made by it. This consent had not 
been obtained, and consequently ,var ,vas certain, 
even if the Partition scheme ,vas carried out. The 
Archd uke on the Spanish throne ,vill naturally oppose 
any partition of his dominions, and it will be neces- 
sary to enforce the execution of the tredty by dint 
of arms. A long war ,vill ensue, and such a war is 
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contrary to the spirit of the Partition treaty. Then 
Louis pointed out, thirdly, that the acceptance of t.he 
\Vill \vas by far the lesser of t\VO evils. France and 
Spain will relnain separate, as they ahvays have been. 
France \vill not secure any terrîtory on the Spanish 
frontier, she \vill not receive Lorraine nor the king- 
doms of Naples and Sicily. Thus l
"'rance 'williiter- 
ally be far weaker than if the Partition treaty \vas 
executed. 
The Spanish ambassador \vas told of Louis' deci- 
sion the same day, though the secret \vas kept till 
the follo\ving \veek. On Saturday, the 13th, after 
supper in his o\vn room, Louis playfully asked 
" l\Iadame" and the Princess of Conti \vhat they 
thought of the Spanish difficulty. Both said that 
they \vould send the Duke of Anjou to Spain. "I 
am sure," replied Louis, "that whatever I do will be 
blamed by a good Inany people." On the follo\ving 
l\londay, November 15th, Louis and the Court pro- 
ceeded from Fontainebleau to Versailles, arriving 
there at four o'clock. He had arranged to Inake a 
public declaration of his policy the follo\ving morn- 
ing. On Tuesday, November 16, 1700, Louis 
therefore introduced his grandson to the Court as 
Philip V. of Spain. Saint-Simon's description of 
this impressive scene is \,'ell known. After Louis 
had received a visit from Castel dos Rios, the Span- 
ish ambassador, and had told him that he could salute 
the Duke of Anjou, \vho \vas present, as King of 
Spain, he ordered the folding doors of his room to 
be thro\vn open, and directed that all should enter. 
After having gazed majestically on the cro\vd of 
22 
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courtiers before him, Louis said, pointing to the 
Duke of Anjou: "Gentlemen, there is the King of 
Spain. The Spanish cro\vn is his by the right of 
birth, by the Will of the late King, and by the unani- 
mous \vish of the entire nation. This is the \vill of 
God, and I yield to it \vith pleasure." Then turning 
to Anjou, he continued: "Be a good Spaniard, it is 
no\v your first duty, but remember that you \vere 
born a Frenchtnan, and preserve the union of the t\VO 
nations; by this means you \vill render both happy 
and \vill give Europe peace." Then Castel dos Rios 
approached \vith his son and exclaimed: "Quelle 
joie! II n'y a plus de Pyrénées; elles sont abimées, 
et nous ne sommes plus qu'un." After Louis had 
given an audience to Sinzendorf, he proceeded to 
the Chapel, the Duke of Anjou \valking on his right 
hand. 
It is of little avail to attempt to justify the cancel- 
ling of solemn engagements, or to endeavour to ex- 
plain a\vay obvious facts. But there is still less 
reason for ascribing to Louis any peculiar malignity 
in thus disregarding his previous cngagelnents. He 
simply acted in strict accordance \vith the political 
tTIorality of the age. Treaties \vere in both the 
XVllth and XVllIth centuries viewed \vith remark- 
able indifference, and lTIany instances might be cited 
to sho\v that France had not the lTIonopoly of bad 
faith at that period. Nay, lTIOre, it may be urged 
that Louis' action \vas beneficial to Spain and Europe 
generally. Under the Archduke's rule it is certain 
that though the do\vn\vard career of Spain might 
have been checked, that remarkable recovery which 
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she o\ved to the invigorating, revivifying, Bourbon 
initiative \vould never have taken place. She ".ould 
have remained \vaterlogged under a dull Hapsburg 
régilne. And Europe \vould not have gained any 
advantage. The increased Hapsburg influence in 
Europe \vould have been disastrous to the gro,vth of 
civilisatioll, and the balance of po,ver ,vould not 
have been placed on any more satisfactory basis. 
Louis' decision ,vas undoubtedly beneficial to Chris- 
tendom, and the war that follo\ved ,vas not due to 
that decision, but to an extraordinary misapprehen- 
sion on his o\vn part and on that of his advisers of 
the real current of European opinion. 
The accession of the Archduke to the Spanish 
throne \vould have been follo,ved by the revival of 
an empire on the tnodel of that of Charles V. This 
result could not have been foreseen at the time, .but 
in those days of sudden deaths it ,vas in 1700 not at 
all iln probable. 
To avert such a possibility, to prevent the return 
of the days of Francis 1. and Charles V., any tneans 
tnight be considered by a Bourbon king as justifiable. 
To Louis it seemed that no matter ,vhat decision 
he Inight come to, a European ,var ,\.as absolutely 
certain. The Inaritilne po\vers had no love for hitn, 
Europe ,vas sluggish and inert. Supposing he clun
 
to the Partition treaty, ,vas it likely that the con- 
tracting po,vers ,vould support him in carrying it 
out ? Would England or Holland deliberately take 
up arms in order to rob the Emperor or Spain of 
" 
the kingdom of the 1'\vo Sicilies, the Tuscan Ports, 
Savoy, Nice, and Lorraine, in order to place them 
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in the hands of France? I t has been ,veIl said that 
if Louis had allo,ved the Archduke to succeed to the 
throne of Spain after Charles II. had tnade a ,,,ill in 
favour of Anjou, he ,vould have deserved to be 
canonised as a saint, but he \vould have lost all claitIl 
to be a stateslnan. 
The character of Philip ,vas not likely to inspire 
great confidence alnong those ,vho, like Madame de 
l\Iaintenon, the Duchess of Orleans, and the Duc de 
Beauvilliers, kne,v hiIIl best. I-I is piety, his love of 
justice, his natural straightfonvardness and affection 
for those around hitn, ,vere counterbalanced by in- 
decision, an uncertain telnper, and a distrust of his 
o'\'n po\vers. I-Ie ,vas Inoreover slo,v of speech and 
his voice ,vas disagreeable. J-Ic had been brought 
up ,vith his brothers the Dukes of Burgundy and 
Berry in severe isolation. They had undoubtedly 
suffered froln over anxiety on the part of their 
tutors and governors. "I aln n1iserable," the young 
Duke of Berry is reported to have said on hearing uf 
Philip's accession to the cro,vn of Spain. " I have 
no hope of being a king like ll1Y brothers, and by 
the departure of Iny brother, the Duke of Anjou, all 
the governors and sub-governors ,vill fall upon me, 
and I already have too much of those that I have. 
\Vhat ,vill it be then ,vhen I have the rest? It is to 
be hoped that they ,viII Inake tne infallible." Had 
Philip remained some ten years lnore under the im- 
mediate care of a fe,v ,vise people ,vho understood 
his faults, and at the same time appreciated and knew 
how to develop his good traits, had he become a l11an 
before he \vas made a king, it is quite possible he 
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Blight have gone llO\Vll to pusterity as a \vise ruler, 
instead of being Increly knO\Vll as the husband of 
Elizabeth Farnese. "l\Iadalne," the Duchess of 
Orleans, probably understood hitn best. She had 
loved hill1 froll1 childhood and preferred hill1 to the 
Duke of Burgundy. She recognised that under his 
extreme timidity \vere concealed sOlne excellent 
qualities. Her influence over hin1 \vas great, and 
her letters \vhen in Spain sho\\T that she appreciated 
thoroughly the childlike, easy-going nature of the 
young sovereign, \vho \vas never intended by nature 
to be a king. 
Beauvilliers had no confidence in his capacity; 
the Marquis of Louville, \vho had kno\vn him for 
years, and \vho accol11panied him and \vatched oyer 
hin1 in Spain, said of hirn: "C'est un roi qui ne 
règne pas, et qui ne règnera jamais." On his arrival, 
however, at Madrid Philip she\ved uIHvonted energy, 
rising early, being present in council \vith his minis- 
ters, anù expressing his opinions on all 111atters. But 
this energetic fit soon passed a\vay. I-Ie retired to 
rest froIl1 one to three A.:\f.; he rose late. lIe had 
no Jnemory, not even for itnportant affairs of state, 
and he soon contracted a great dislike for \vork of 
all sorts. Nay, more, he hated al11usell1ents and took 
no delight in anything. I-Ie hardly ever spoke in 
public, and spent all his titne in be\vailing his depart- 
ure from France, and grieving o\rer his absence 
f r0111 his brothers. 111 six Inonths all his popularity 
had disappeared, and the publication of caricatures 
sho\\Ted plainly the opinion held of him by the mass 
of his subjects. 
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Philip had biddcn his brothcrs farcwcll on J anudry 
22, 1701, at Saint-Jean de Luz. The parting scenes 
\vere very affecting, and not again on this earth ,,'ere 
the three brothers to meet. A more difficult task 
than governing Spain could not be iInagined. The 
Spanish monarchy \vas a despotism in ,vhich the 
clerical influence ""as preponderant. 'rhe existence 
of local asselnblies, of local customs, of social privi- 
leges checked all attempts of the central po\\'er to 
assert itself in the provinces. At the time of the 
death of Charles 11. the central po\ver itself \vas hope. 
lessly lethargic and inert, and revolved round the 
person of the King. Provincial independence and 
disunion prevented the gro\vth of any national feeling, 
and in proportion as the central po,,'er gre\v more 
ineffective, more subservient to official oligarchy, and 
more and more incapable of creating among the 
Spanish people the idea of public good, so provincial- 
ism increased in intensity. 1'he system of govern- 
ment by a number of councils-a system tried in 
France on Louis XIV.'s death \vith no chance of 
success-\vas admirably adapted for preventing all 
chance of reform, while the privileges of the nobles, 
accompanied by idleness, pride, selfishness and 
intrigues, presented a formidable bar to all hopes of 
regenerating Spain. National unity and civil equality 
\\Tere indispensable for any real improvement. The 
extraordinary decadence of Spain ,vas no\v to be 
follo\ved by an equally extraordinary resurrection. 
The French monarchy ,,'as very different. The 
public adlllinistration founded by H..ichelieu, Colbert, 
and Lou\-ois had no counterpal t in Spain. A cen
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traliscd govenunenl and a po,verful bureaucracy had 
seriously dinlinished provincial liberties and individ- 
ual po,vers of resistance. This system, carefully 
organised and well administered-like the legal sys- 
tem of Henry II. of England-controlled the des- 
potic tendencies of the King. It had become ,vell- 
nigh impossible for a French sovereign to over-ride 
the limits imposed on him by the la,vs. The sub- 
ordination of all interests to the public good, the 
diminution of provincial independence, and of social 
privileges, the establishment of a central administra- 
tion sufficiently po\verful to command obedience 
throughout the length and breadth of the land, such 
reforms, it ,vas thought, \vould introduce ne\v life 
into Spain, ,vould save her from all danger of a dis- 
astrous civil ,var, and \vould launch her on a career 
of prosperity. 
In the introduction of French influence and of 
French ideas of administration, lay the only hope of 
the Spanish monarchy. Spain lay like a \vater- 
logged vessel by the side of her active and \vell- 
equipped ally. The Spanish grandee naturally ,vas 
opposed to all ideas of reform. Refusing to take 
any share in the government of his country, he ,vas 
keenly susceptible to, and ready to resist any gov- 
ernmental influence ,vhatever. Living most of the 
year in Madrid, and occupied mainly with pleasure 
and intrigue, the Spanish noble ,vas none the less an 
important obstacle to any attempt by King or Coun- 
cil to govern the country. A more serious difficulty 
\vas the provincial spirit, \vhich sa\v in any increase 
of centralisation the curtailment of its liberties and 
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privileges. The \vhole force of France under N apu- 
leon ,vas SOlne hundred years later to retire foiled in 
its attempt to cope \vith the independence of the 
Spanish provinces. During the Spanish Succession 
,val' Louis' first atteInpt to govern Spain in French 
fashion were similarly doomed to failure, and for 
sonle years the ,vaves of reform and centralisation 
dashed harmlessly against the ,valls of tha t provincial- 
ism, \vhich was never stronger or lnore aggressive than 
at the time of the accession of Philip V. This pro- 
vincial temper \vas clearly illustrated in 1705, ,vhen a 
disastrous civil ,val' broke out, \vhich continued till 
after the peace of Utrecht. Not recognising the 
ilnmense and almost insuperable obstacles in his ,yay, 
Louis determined, on his grandson's accession, to 
govern Spain through Philip, and by directing his 
policy to restore Spanish finances and make Spain a 
useful ally in the coming European struggle. 
To all Spaniards in whom a real love of their 
country outweighed every other consideration local 
and personal, the very idea of a close union ,vith 
France opened up a ne\v vista of imlnense possibili- 
ties. To them Louis XIV. appeared as the" incar- 
nation of active royalty, active, just, and benevolcnt." 
He ,vas to theIn a sort of god \vho could on the one 
hand in a few months re-establish order in the finances 
and honesty in the administration, and on the other 
give strength to the army and navy, and introduce a 
universal system of equal justice for poor and rich 
alike. Louis himself ,vas prepared to direct the 
Spanish policy and to inaugurate refonns. I-Ie had 
in fact little ,choice., Philip had arrived in l\ladrid 



1701] 


The Sþanish Sztccess,ioJl Tr"a1.... 


345 


on February IS, 1701, and before the year ,vas 
over it \vas evident that a European ,var 'vas on the 
verge of breaking out. In 1701 the Emperor had 
begun hostilities in Italy, and on May 4, 1702, ,var 
,vas formally declared against France and Spain in 
I....ondon, Vienna, and at The Hague. 
This ,var Louis had to a great extent brought on 
himself. The mere acceptance of the \\rill ,vould 
not have led to any serious hostilities. Neither 
England nor I-Iolland ,,,culd have taken up arms, 
and ,vithout their assistance the En1peror \vas po\ver- 
less. Louis had been right in his conjecture that 
England ,vould not quarrel \vith him about the 
acceptance of the \Vill. The Second Partition 
treaty \vas, like its predecessor, intensely disliked in 
England, and on the same grounds. And the rea- 
sons of the English dislike are not difficult to under- 
stand. By the treaty France \vould become mistress 
of the Mediterranean, and the English traùe in the 
Levant ,vould be ruined. The possession of Gui9 
puscoa ,vould enable her to secure trade ,vith the 
\Vest Indies and South America. France \vould not 
only make the Mediterranean into a French lake; 
she ,vould gain the command of the sea, and ,vith it 
universal1nonarchy. The balance of po\ver founded 
by the peace of vVestphalia and confirmed at Nime- 
guen and Rys\vick \vould be endangered if not 
entirely overthro,vn. 
In England men ,vould have preferred ,var to the 
treaty, but they preferred the \Vill to both. Louis' 
decision to accept the \\Till \vas received in England 
3.nd in Holland .
vith resignation if not satisfaction 
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1'he \ Vill provided that the Spanish monarchy \vas 
to relnain independent, and the execution of the 
\Vill \vould not, it was thought, compromise the ex- 
isting equilibriul11 of European forces. But Louis 
made an undoubted mistake in the month of Decem- 
ber, 1700, \vhen he reserved the rights of Philip to the 
French throne. Public opinion ,vas at that time so 
extremely sensitive on the question of the possible 
union of the cro\vns of France and Spain, -i. e., of a 
universal Bourbon l110narchy in the "VVest, that a man 
usually as keenly alive to the necessity of putting 
himself in the right as Louis ,vas, ought to have de- 
ferred to the general feeling. Louis' Illotives indeed 
\vere probably easily explained. The Duke of Berry 
had sho\\'n no signs of capacity, and Louis may have 
thought that in the event of the death of the Duke 
of Burgundy, Philip might be called to the French 
throne, and Berry sent to govern Spain. Moreover, 
there ,vere numerous precedents for reserving rights 
in similar cases. Henry 111., the elected king of 
Poland, had reserved his rights to the French throne. 
Rut ,vhatever may be urged in justification of I..ouis' 
action in reserving the rights of Philip, the fact re- 
mains that Louis blundered. Europe den1anded in 
1700 ,vhat it demanded and obtained some eleven 
years later, a solelnn guarantee before Europe that 
the t\VO cro\vns should be forever separated. The 
fatal declaration of Louis placed then a fonnidable 
"'eapon in the hands of his religious and political 
ad versaries. 
This error, serious as it \vas, might not, however, 
ha\Te led to \var had not Louis follo\ved it up by, if 
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possible, graver Inistakes. Though Philip V. had been 
recognised by \Villialn 111., by the States-General, 
and by many of the lesser princes of Europe, such 
as Savoy, Bavaria, Bruns\vick-vVolfenbüttel, and 
others, Tallard had been for some time convinced 
that the acceptance of the Will ,vould be fol1o,ved 
by \var, and the same conclusion appears to have 
been forced upon and definitely accepted by Louis. 
lIe ,vas advised that his true policy ,vas to seize all 
he could before the inevitable ,var began. To this 
extraordinary and fatal ,vant of appreciation of the 
real feeling of the English and Dutch peoples at this 
critical moment, the ,var ,vas probably due, though 
Inany ,vriters aver that his iInprudent action, so un- 
like the sagacity \vhich marked his conduct frol11 
the peace of Rys\vick to the death of Charles 11., 
,vas due to the reappearance of his former ambitious 
policy and to his conviction that he could no,v dic- 
tate the la\v to Europe. Certainly his seizure early 
in 170 I of the line of Spanish fortresses kno,vn as 
the Dutch Barrier, altered the ,vhole complexion of 
affairs, ,vhile his contemptuous release of the cap- 
tured Dutch garrisons recalled his similar blunder in 
1672. This line of fortresses, including, as it did, 
Luxelnburg, Namur, 1\lons, and the seaports of 
Nieuport and Ostend, \vere of the utlnost ilnpor- 
tance to Holland. I f they remained in French hands 
there "'as no security that I-Iolland would not her- 
self be conquered. The Dutch \"ere infuriated; 
pu blic opinion in England \vas roused, and \Villiam 
I II. \vas enabled on September 7th to lay the foun
 
dation of the Grand Alliance in the Triple League 
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bcl\vccn England, the En1pcror, and I Iol1and. By 
the tenns of the Grand Alliance the kingdoills of 
F'rance and Spain ,vere never to be united or gov- 
erned by the saIne person, and a reasonable satis- 
faction ,vas to be given to the EIllperor and the 
English King. The three powers further agreed to 
recover the Spanish Netherlands as a barrier for the 
protection of the United Provinces from the French, 
to protect Dutch and English commerce, and to 
compel the cession of the Milanese, and the Italian 
dOIninions of the Spanish cro\\'n for the EInperor. 
It ,vas quite possible that even then England Inight 
have refused to engage in a European \\Tar had 
Louis acted \\'ith prudence and 1110deration, and re- 
stored the barrier fortresses. I nstead of doing so, 
ho\vever, and Inoved perhaps by felnale influence, cer- 
tainly by a misplaced feeling of chivalry, and an 
injudicious zeal for the Church, he recognised the 
Pretender,] ames 111., as King of England. He thus 
not only broke his engageInents soleIllnly entered 
into at Ryswick, but he alienated the English 
nation. rrhe effects of this mistake \\Tere Inost 
disastrous upon France. Public opinion in England 
rose to fever heat. Indignation at the insult ,vas 
followed by alarm at the prospect of further ag- 
grandiselnent by Louis. Universal dOlninion and 
the establishment of CatholicisI11 all over Europe 
\vere supposed to be the objects of his policy. 
It is, \vhile ÎInpossible to extenuate, extren1ely 
difficult to explain Louis' entire misapprehension of 
the condition of public feeling in England. The 
English had no \\-'ish for \var, and the dismissal of 
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the Dutch guards, the reduction in the army and 
navy, and the recognition of Philip V. as King of 
Spain by \Villiatn, ought to have convinced Loub 
that if he only \valked \varily he could carry out his 
own solution of the problen1 \vhich had been 
puzzling Europe for half a century. 
But French stateslnen have rarely at a great crisis 
interpreted aright the tClnper of England, and Louis, 
in spite of the fact that he had the best information 
of any European Inonarch, \vas no exception to the 
rule. lIe never had understood English political 
life, and his failure to appreciate the real position of 
affairs in England in 1701, cOlnbined ,vith his over- 
"
eening alTI bition and confidence in his o\vn po\vers, 
brought \vith it a heavy penalty. 
\Var being upon hitn, it ,vas absolutely necessary 
to take immediate action. Practically all Europe 
,\-as opposed to him. Spain, therefore, Inust be 
turned into a useful ally. Francc and Spain re- 
orgdnised by French tnethods \vould, closely allied, 
be suprclne in southern Europe and command the 
l\Iediterrancan. The Turk ,vould thus be controlled 
and Louis ,vould occupy a paramount position in 

ol1thern Christendom. It ,vas therefore at once 
necessary to direct the policy of Spain, and to re- 
organise her administration. For this ,york a man 
,vas required. Louis decided with characteristic 
decision that he ,vas the man. FrOin 1701 to 1709, 
in ans,ver to the Spanish Junta ,vhich begged hiIn to 
assume the direction of affairs, he took charge of the 
Spanish monarchy and carried on the administration 
of the Spanish government. All attempts at reform, 
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ho\vever, failed, o\ving to intrigue and dissensions 
at the Spanish Court, till the intelligence of the am- 
bassador Amelot triumphed over all difficulties, and 
for the mOlnent it seemed as if the govcrnlnental 
machine of France would be introduced into Spain. 
But the disasters of the war endangered the throne 
of Philip V. and the security even of that of Louis 
XIV. Amelot's policy \vas interrupted. Louis ,,-as 
compelled to relinquish his schemes for the cotnplete 
regeneration of Spain and to look to the safety of 
his o\vn throne. 
Till 1709, however, Louis endeavoured to carry 
out the superhun1an task of \varring against united 
Europe \vhile organising in the smallest details an 
ir1ternal revolution in Spain. He \vas not only con- 
tent to direct the life of the King and Queen of 
Spain, he took an active part in supervising the 
\vhole adn1inistration. That such interference \yould 
arouse discontent alnong the Spaniards \vas recog- 
nised by Louis, but he hoped that in consideration 
for the benefits gained by Spain froln the French 
alliance, Spain \vould acquiesce in his supremacy, 
and in his unretnitting intervention. France had 
placed at the disposal of Spain her annies, fleets, 
and resources. In return it seemed a small thing to 
insist upon the recognition of French influence in 
the Spanish councils. 
It \vas obvious that unless thorough and s\veeping 
reforms \\'ere at once carried out, the close union of 
the t\VO countries \vould only result in the ruin of 
France. Certainly as long as the war lasted, excep- 
tional measures were necessary, and Louis, who sa,\' 
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clearly the advantages to Spain of a reorganisation 
of the government in every particular, naturally ex- 
pected the hearty co-operation of the Spanish nation. 
No tin1e \vas lost in further considerations, and 
Louis promptly began his attempt to guide the des- 
tinies of Spain. 
He advised the immediate creation of a SUprellle 
Council, kno\vn as the Despacho, and composed of 
four persons. By means of a strong executive Louis 
hoped that the necessary reforms might be carried 
out. In order that Spain should be able to be an 
efficient ally, her finances Inust be reorganised. 
Louis therefore appointed to this task Orri, a 
laborious adnlinistrator, full of expedients and bent 
on destroying the abuses \vhich disgraced the finan- 
cial system of Spain. A hard and insolent reformer, 
Orri became at once unpopular. Nevertheless he 
began the \vork of refonn, which was continued till 
the outbreak of the French Revolution by a series 
of skilful administrators. Similar reforms \vere to 
be carried out in the anny, navy, and all depart- 
Inents of state. Over this stupendous \vork the 
French ambassador \vas to preside. He ,vas to 
guide the King, reorganise the Court, supervise the 
refonns, and be present at the meetings of the Des- 
þllcho. He \vas to be in frequent comn1unication 
\vith Louis, \vho hin1self issued directions on every 
su bject. Never, perhaps, \vas Louis' love of the 
details of administration so clearly illustrated. I-Ie 
knew all about the personnel of the Spanish gov- 
ernment; and not an appointment nor a dismissal 
took place without his authorisation. To govern 
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Spain froln Paris \vas a herculean task, but Louis 
did not shrink frorn it. 
\Vhilc Philip \vas in Italy Croln February to De- 
celnber, 1702, Louis not only directed the govern- 
ment of Spain, but also carefully organised the 
details of Philip's expedition. During 1702, there- 
fore, Louis Inanaged the affairs of France, Spain, 
and Italy. But Spain occupied Inost of his atten- 
tion. For the \vork \vhich he had in hand the choice 
of efficient agents \vas obviously of the utInost im- 
portance. Harcourt, Inost unfortunately for the 
success of Louis' policy, fell dangerously ill at this 
critical Inolnent, and the COlnte de l\Iarsin was 
appointed alnbassador \vith instructions not to inter- 
fere directly in the governlnent of Spain, but merely 
to offer advice. Louville ,vas given to Philip as a 
councillor and private friend, and Anne 1Ylarie de la 
TrémoiHe, Princesse des U rsins, \vas appointed 
attendant of the young Queen Louise of Savoy. 
For Inany years the Court of Spain lived in entire 
and ,veIl-nigh abject dependence upon Louis. This 
subordination, ho,vever, of Spain to France \vas 
never popular atnong the Spaniards thelnselves. 
People do not like being reformed and organised by 
force, and the Spaniards of all people required very 
delicate handling. Full of pride, their suscepti- 
bilities \vere very easily \vounded. All Louis' at- 
telnpts to unite the Spanish and French aristocracy 
by an exchange of honours and decorations failed to 
prevent continual bickerings and feuds. As early as 
the end of 1702, before the reverses to the French 
and Spanish armies had interfered \vith Louis' 
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plans, a strong opposition to his policy had sho\ved 
itself, and many Spaniards, already \yeary of the 
1-4'rench domination, spoke of the Archduke as a pos- 
sible JZing of Spain. '[his public discontent ,vas far 
harder to grapple with than the attelnpts of either 
Philip or his Queen to secure a stnall InodicUln of 
independence. Early in 1703 a palace intrigue, 
fOtnented by the atnbitious Princesse des U rsins, 
resulted in the tetnporary overthro\v of the Despacho, 
and the retirement of Porto-Carrero. This insubor- 
dination ,vas at once checked by Louis. Portocar- 
rero \vas recalled, the Dcspacho re-established, and 
the Court of l\Iadrid \\Tas never so subtnissive to that 
of \T ersailles as during the rest of the year 17 0 3. 
In nlatters of Spanish foreign policy, l...ouis ,,'as 
equally all po\\'erful. He protnised Guelders and 
Linlbourg to the Elector of Bavaria \\yith the title 
of hereditary governor of the Lo\v Countries. No 
question of itnportance ,vas settled in Spain \\,ithout 
his advice being asked, and on the occurrence of the 
disaster of Vigo Bay a letter arrived froln Louis to 
Philip in \\"hich he gave directions ,vith reference to 
the remnant of the treasure, \\"hich had arrived in 
Spain. 
The years 1703 and 1704 fonned a critical period 
in the history of Louis' relations ,vith Spain. The 
allegiance of even Castille to Philip ,vas not assured, 
that of the other provinces ,vas more than doubtful. 
N or ,vas Louis fortunate in the choice of his repre- 
sentatives at Madrid. l\larsin had given ,vay to the 
Cardinal d' Estrées, ,vhom Louis considered to be 
a n10E=t cap'?"ble envoy, and ,vhom Saint-Simon 
23 
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t1escribes as being "vif, ardent. bouillant, haut à la 
tnain, accoutulné à décider, 50uvent trop de feu en 
se traitant les affaires." But his sojourn in Spain 
\vas short, and his successor, the Abbé d'Estrées, after 
nearly a year's residence in l\ladrid, gave \vay to the 
Duc de Gramont, \vhose eInbassy ended in the 
spring of 1705. 
This task of administering the Spanish Empire 
fron1 Paris \vould have taxed all the energies of 
Louis and his n1inisters in peaceful times; as it '\':1S 
one can only \vonder at the temerity ,,,ith \\'hich 
such a task \vas undertaken during a European \\'ar. 
By the end of 1702 Louis kne,v all the details of the 
personal administration of Spain, and no appoint- 
ment \vas made, and no dismissal ,vas effected, with- 
out his sanction. The non1ination to the archbishop- 
ric of Seville \vas approved by hiIn, he dre,v up a list 
of the Gentlemen ,of the King's Bedchamber, he 
fixed upon the Presiùent of the Council of Finances. 
The saying of the French envoy in Spain accurately 
represents the position of affairs: "\V c ,vait," says 
he, " for the decision of the King on all points." 
During these years palace intrigues and dissen- 
sions behveen Lou ville, the Princesse des U rsins, 
the Cardinal, and Abbé d'Estrées \vent far to com- 
promise the \vork begun by Louis XIV. The vio- 
lence of the Cardinal and I..ouviIle, though for a 
time successful, Inade the French influence very 
unpopular. The recall of the Cardinal in October, 
1703, followed by that of Louville three months 
later, and the brief exile of the Princesse des U rsins 
early in 1704, brought about by the Abbé d'Estrées, 
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only illcreascù the ùiscord at the Spanish Court. 
'fhe recall of the Abbé d'Estrées, ,vho had become 
hateful to Philip and his Queen, o\ving to the part 
he had taken in the opposition to the exiled 
princess, \vas followed by further intrigues. The 
Duc de Gramont 'vas distinctly not the man for the 
crisis. "II avoit pour lui," says Saint-Simon, " son 
nom, sa dignité, et une figure avantageuse, mas rien 
ùe plus." He plunged into the labyrinth of palace 
intrigues, formed a cabal, the object of \vhich \vas to 
ruin the Queen's influence, opposed the return of 
the Princesse des U rsins, and openly declared that 
Louis governed Spain from Paris. All the ambas- 
sador's plans failed; Louis alIo\ved the Princesse 
des U rsins to return, and agreed to the ,vishes of 
Philip and the Queen. He moreover disavowed 
any intention of openly governing Spain from Paris. 
De GralTIOnt, finding he was not supported by his 
sovereign, had no option but to ask for his recall. 
\Vith the arrival of his successor, Amelot, l\larquis 
de GOllrnay, a man of very different calibre to that 
of his predecessors, begins a period of some four 
years \vhen the plans of the French King \vith re- 
gard to Spain on the \vhole received a successful 
trial. Though hampered by disasters in the field, 
th
 policy of Louis, as carried out by Amelot, \vas 
not 
nly extremely valuable at the time, but en- 
sured Sor Spain immense benefits in the future. 
Amelot's embassy brought \vith it such startling 
changes tha
 it might almost be said that the ,vork 
of reform in Spain was never seriously taken in hand 
till his arrival at Madrid in 17 0 5. 



35 6 


Louz.s XIT
 


[1705 


Before, however, Amelot had arrived, Louis had 
already realised that the war \vas likely to prove far 
more serious for France than any previous one. 
\Vhen the ,var broke out it might at first sight have 
appeared likely that France \vould at least hold her 
own. She had all the resources of Spain at her 
back, she could rely on the support of Portugal 
and Savoy, and above all among her allies ,vere 
numbered the Electors of Cologne and Bavaria. 
The value of the alliance of Bavaria could not be 
over-rated. By it Germany ,vas divided and the 
road to Vienna lay open. \Vith such allies the 
French cause, to judge fron1 previous European 
contests, might appear to possess the elements of 
success. 
But the ,var had hardly passed through its initial 
stages \vhen it ,vas seen that the conditions of this 
new contest \vere dissiInilar froin those of previous 
,vars, and that the supremacy of France \vas likely 
to be, if not entirely effaced, at any rate seriously 
diminished. 
The true causes of those disasters to France which 
left her at the Peace of Utrecht shattered and 
launched on that do\vnward course which sa\v her 
influence in Europe destroyed in 1763 and her mon- 
archy overthro,vn in 1792, are not far to seek. In 
the first place the England of Queen Anne \va
 very 
different from the England of the Stuarts or even 
from the England of \tVilliam III. Strong and 
united, \vith Stotland no longer a danger, and Ireland 
at her feet, the England of Marlborough, Godolphin, 
and Somers \vas a formidable foe. And if England 
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,vas gro,ving in strength, her rival \vas beginning to 
feel the effects of a long period of despotic rule, 
characterised by some fatal mistakes. At this tre- 
mendous crisis France felt keenly the loss of the 
finest elements of her national life, of ,vhich she had 
been deprived by the revocation of the Edict of 
Nantes. Moreover, at the very outset of the war, 
the disorganisation of the state ,vas very appar- 
ent. At a time when great statesmen and able 
administrators \vere required, the principal offices of 
the government were held by a Court favourite. 
Louis' ministers and generals, though in many cases 
capable men, could not compare in ability \vith Col- 
bert, Louvois, Lionne, Condé, and Turenne. Of his 
four Ministers of State, Saint-Aignan, Duke of Beau- 
villiers, was the President of the Council of Finance. 
The son-in-Ia\v of Colbert and the friend of Madame 
de Maintenon, Beauvilliers had gained the confidence 
of the King, and indeed that of all who knew him, 
by his high character, his devotion to his duties, and 
his modesty. He had advised Louis not to accept 
the vVill, and he was strongly opposed to the ill- 
timed recognition of the Pretender. Phelypeaux, 
Count of Pontchartrain, the Chancellor of France 
and Minister for the Marine had been named Con- 
troller-General in 1689, and on the death of Seign- 
elay he was also given the post of Minister of the 
Marine and Minister of the King's Palace. In 16 99 
Louis had relieved him of all his offices and made 
him Chancellor. He ,vas a man of great indepen- 
dence of character, and in order to defend the liber- 
ties of the Gallican Church had even resisted the 



35 8 


Louls XlV. 


[1705 


bribes of l\Iadame de l\laintenon. A hard-\vorking, 
".ell-informed man, he was for those days remarkably 
honest, and had a conciliatory Inanner ,vhich tnade 
him popular. Saint-Simon, \vhose friend he ,vas, 
describes his character in flattering terms. J can 
Baptiste Colbert, Marquis of Torey, the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, had seen much of Europe, having 
been ambassador in England, Denmark, and Por- 
tugal. Of all Louis' Ininisters he ,vas the most capa- 
ble, and showed during his tninistry so much zeal 
for the ,velfare of France, and so much ability in 
discharging the duties of his office, that on Louis' 
death, the Duke of Orleans, ,vho had ahvays disliked 
him, made him a member of the Council of Regency. 
The fourth minister, Chamillard, of all Louis' min. 
isters, \vas, it has been said, the most modest and the 
least capable. In 16g9 he had succeeded Pontchar.. 
train as Controller-General, and in 1700, on the death 
of Pomponne, had been Inade a Minister of State. 
In 1701, on the death of Barbézieux, he added th
 
duties of lVlinister of vVar to his other functions. 
The friend of IVladame de l\Iaintenon and Bcau. 
villiers, he had never desired the honours that \vcrc 
forced upon hiln. Saint-Simon, ,vho liked hiln, 
speaks highly of his personal qualities, and there is 
no doubt that the much-abused Chamillard ,,-as fully 
alive to his unfitness for the posts of Controller- 
General and Minister of \Var. \Vhen the unfortu- 
nate Ininister, who possessed no statc:::.manlike 
qualities, shrank froln the responsibility of filling 
the t\VO most difficult offices in the Government, 
Louis, unconscious of the gravity of thc situation, 
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assured Cha111illard of his support. " J e vous 
seconderai," he graciously said. 
Louis had for so Inany years becn assured by 
Louvois, that he had himself cond ucted, often from 
Versailles, the campaigns of his armies, that he seems 
not to have realised the imlnense value of thc ser- 
vices of his late l'viinister of \Var. And further Louis 
does not seem to have recognised that hi
 greatest 
Inilitary successes \vere \von \vhen he \vas hilnself 
young, strong, active, and aided by the advice of the 
greatest Inilitary organiser of thc century. In 17 01 , 
all ,vas changed, though he alone failed apparently to 
appreciate the fact that any change had taken place. 
Ii is personal efforts, backed by his long experience, 
,vere but poorly seconded by the incapable and timid 
Chan1illard, though the lattcr ,vas aided by Chamlay, 
\\-ho had been trained by Louvois. "1\.11 the ,vheeis 
of the tnachinc existed but the principal spring \vas 
more than hdlf broken." Louis had undertaken an 
iOlpossible task, and thc colossal struggles of France 
were unavailing. Even if Louvois had been alive, 
and the French annies had been led by Turenne or 
Condé, it \vould have taxed all the efforts of the 
]....rcnch Inonarchy to combat the European Coalition 
of IïoI, led by lVld.rlborough and Eugènc. As it 
\vas Catinat and Bouffiers "'ere old, and \T el1<..lûn1c, 
Villars, Bcrwick, Noailles, and Tessé ""ere practicaIJy 
untried n1Cl1. Though before long \Tillars, \T cndôlnc, 
and Berwick sho,,'cd that they \vere great commdnd- 
ers, and the art of ,var received some brilliant illus- 
trations froln these French generals, their efforts "'ere 
from the first chccked and hampered In' the eleva. 
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tion of men like Villeroy to the supreme COll1tnand, 
by the lack of military resources, and by the meddling 
and inefficient \var adlninistration. The state of 
things in many points anticipated the position of 
affairs in 1870. F'roln Versailles the 1110velnents 
of the annies \vere directed and the Inost contradict- 
ing orders \vere given. At Versailles, too, the 
kno\vledge of the geography of Gennany ,vas of a 
very elelnentary character. As might be expected, 
the lTIOst serious mishaps to the French arms \vere the 
inevitable result of this Inischievous systeln. Villars 
found himself in 1702 ordered to march across the 
Rhine \vith an anny, the ranks of \vhich \vere half 
empty, insufficiently officercd, and the n1en badly 
supplied ,,'ith anns and even clothing. The Inove- 
ments of 1704 ""cre ruincd through the delay caused 
by the chiefs \vriting for orders from Versailles and 
through Villeroy being unable to understand the 
drift of the contradictory dircctions \vhich he re- 
ceived. In 1707 Tessé c0111plained that for seven or 
eight days bread and \vater had been the only food 
supplied to his troops, and that the officers could not 
be provided \vith any horses. Under conditions 
such as these, ,vhich augured ill for the success of 
the French, Louis had begun his herculean task of 
<.lefying all Europe. 
j\rmics had to be provided and kept up in Italy 
and Flanders, on the Rhine and in Spain. In 
Flanders Boufflers, \vho had distinguished hilnsclf by 
seizing the Barrier to\vns early in 1701, had, after 
SOine slight successes in 1701 and 1703, suffered 
severe reverses at the hands of :IVI arlborough, \\'ho, 
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by the end of 1703, had driven the French out of the 
Electorate of Cologne, and had captured Liège, 
Bonn, and Luxelnberg, and had occupied all Spanish 
Guelders. But these reverses \vere not entirely due 
to the presence of Villeroy, \vho shared the chief 
cOl1llnand \vith Boufflers in the Netherlands in 17 0 3, 
or tu the superior generalship of l\Iarlborough. 
I t had been decided at Versailles that decisive 
blo\vs \vere to be struck in Germany and in I talr. 
The cOlnlnanders in Flanders \vere ordered to remain 
on the defensive, and Inany of their troups \vere sent 
to reinforce the anny in Alsace under Catinat. The 
integrity of the French monarchy hdd just received 
a blo\v in the loss of Landau, and the Elector of 
Bavaria \vas in a prccd.rious position, exposed to the 
attacks of the Ilnperialists. Catinat had become 
timid and irresolute at a Inornent \vhen it \vas abso- 
lutely necessary to tdke the offensive, and by a bold 
invasion of Gennany to drive back the Gennans and 
confinn the Bavarian alliance. Villars, \"huse skill 
and audacity \vere ,veIl kno\vn, \vas put in C01111nand 
uf dl1 expeditionary force, and passing the Rhinc he 
inflicted a disastrous defeat upon the Ilnpcrialists at 
Friedlingen on ()ctober 14, 1702. The equivocal 
conduct of the irresolute Elector of Bavaria, \vho, 
instead of effecting a junction \vith Villars, fell back 
to\vards Ingolstadt, c0111pelled the retirelnent of the 
French into Alsace.. 1'he next year sa\v an attclnpt 
to carry into execution one of the most brilliant 
conceptions devised during the \var. Like Turenne 
in 1645, and like Napoleon, in 1809, Villars planned 
nothing less than a Inarch on Vienna. This design. 
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audacious as it \vas at first sight, ,vas quite feasible 
in I j 0 3, and had it not been for the conduct of the 
Elector, the calnpaign of 1809 might have been 
anticipated by a series of lnovements as successful 
and as brilliant as those executed by the Eillperor. 
At the beginning of 1703 Villars besieged and took 
Kehl (l\'larch 12th), and having, in spite of the n1ur- 
Inl1rings at Versailles at his delay, l11ade very careful 
preparations, he crossed the Rhine again on April 
5 th, and effected a junction \vith the Elector at ViI. 
lingen on lViay 6th. No tiine could have been Inorc 
opportune for a Inarch in Vienna. Before the year 
\vas ou t the I I ungarians \vere in fierce rebellion. 
In Italy the .A.ustrian troops \\-cre fully occupied, 
\vhile Louis of Baden ,vas held in check by TaBard 
from .1\lsace. Villars and the Elector ,vith an army 
of 40,000 mcn \vere nU\V in the centre of Genllany, 
and ready to strike at the heart of the Empire. But 
jealousies and animosities at once sprang up and 
interfered with the successful execution of any plan 
of operations. 
Villars' project can best be learned fron1 his o\vn 
words. "He resolved," he tells us in his n1elnoirs, 
" in order to conceal his purpose as long as possible, 
to extend his Inen in quarters as far as VItn, as 
though his principal object had been to enable his 
\vearied cavalry to recover their strength. It \vas 
then settled that the Elector should pass SOine days 
at lVl unich, that the Bavarian anny should spread 
itself along the Danube from VIm to Regensburg, 
and that about June [st the infantry of the Elector. 
and a considerable detachtnent frotn the French 
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army, should embark in boats and should 
descend on Passau, 111ceting some of the Elec- 
tor's troops on the Inn, and all thc necessary 
artillery which ,vas at Braunau, a fortified place on 
the Inn. By carrying out this project Passau \voltld 
certainly be taken within three days: Linz, as \veak 
a place, \vould fall, and Vienna could be quickly 
reached." Villers, ,vho had himself lived in Vienna 
for three years, was convinced that its capture \vould 
be an easy n1atter, and like Turenne and Napoleon 
he had grasped the ilnportance of the upper valley 
of the Danube and realised that its occupation prac- 
tically placed Vienna at his n1crcy. 
Eugènc years later himself allo\vcd that Villars' 
magnificent project could have been carried out. 
"The Etnperor Leopold thought Vienna ,vas so cer- 
tain to fall that he ,vas about to leave it. 
The only troops available to defcnd the city \vere a 
fe\v recruits on thc ,yay to join thcir regin1ents." 
But unfortunately, after much hesitation, the Elec- 
tor had made up his mind to adopt another plan. 
He proposed to effect a junction \\Tith Vendônlc's 
troops and then to penetrate into Austria by "Tay of 
the Tyrol. In June, Villal s being left to protect 
Bavaria, the Elector marched to join Vendônlc dt 
Brixen. But the latter never got further than Trcnt, 
and the Elector ,vas checked by thc rising of 
thc Tyrolese. The defection of the Dukc'" uf 
Savoy compelled Vendôme to Inake a hurricd re- 
treat and Maxilnilian found that any attempt to 
advance through the Tyrol \vould result in the loss 
of all his anny. lVl ean\\'hile, though the position of 
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\Tillars on the Danube had becolnc perilous in the 
extreme, \vith his accustomed daring he still hoped 
to carry out his great project. Though threatened 
by the forces of Louis of Baden dnd Count Styrum, 
he proposed to the Elector to take advantage of thc 
Hungarian revolt and to IT1arch on Vienna. "Let 
us 111ake two armies," ,vas his advice to Maxil11ilian, 
" it is possible to defend Bavaria \vÎth one; let the 
other march into the Austrian dominions. You \vill 
meet 30,000 Hungarians in rebellion. An army of 
the enelny must be directed to defend Austria; and 
Inean\vhile the Duke of Burgundy \vho has taken 
Brisach and has no foe in his front, ,viII invade the 
Em pire." 
But not receiving any reinforcelnents {roin Tallard 
(\vho served under Burgundy) or any co-operation 
frain the Elector, Villars ,vas left to extricate him- 
self from his position behveen an enemy in his front 
and one in his rear. On Septen1ber 20th he COln- 
pletely defeated Count Styrum at Hochstädt, and 
shortly aftenvards he resigned his cOlnmand and re- 
turned to Versailles and \\Tas succeeded by Marsin. 
There is little doubt that had Villars been properly 
su pported froin Versailles, had he been ably seconded 
by Vendôlne and Tallard, and had his plans not been 
frustrated by the Elector of Bavaria, the "Tar \vhich 
tenninated in 1714 Inight have ended in 1703. No 
doubt Villars' inability to secure the hearty co-opera- 
tion of the incapable and vacillating l\1:aximilian \vas 
due in SOlne Il1easure to his O\\Tn impatient temper 
and \vant of tact. Still, in spite of \Tillars' shart- 
COlnings, his conception of a decisive l11arch on 
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Vienna \vas aÙlnirable, and France lost in 1703 a 
grand opportunity of cOlnpelling the Emperor to 
sue for peace. 
The events of 170-1- ùemonstrated clearly the yalue 
of the services of Villars and proved the turning- 
point in the \var. An advance on Vienna \vas again 
meditated, but l\1arsin \vas probably incapable of 
carrying out a great design, and he \vas as usual haln- 
pered by \vant of soldiers, of money, and of Inunitions 
of \var. The allies, ho\vever, had by this tinle realised 
the serious results \vhich might fio\v froin these un- 
checked operations on the Danube. Marlborough's 
famous march to the Danube \vas follo\ved by the 
devastation of Bavaria and the battle of Blenheiln. 
The defeat of the French saved the Empire and 
Vienna from French invasion, and placed Bavaria 
in subjection to the Emperor. TaBard \vas taken 
prisoner, Landau ,,'as recaptured by Raden, and Trar- 
bach and Trèves \vere red uced by Marlborough anù 
the Elnperor. I....eopold erected a statue on the field 
of battle \vith the inscription: Aglloscat tallde1Jl 
Ludo'il'icus 
\""IV. 11f1J1Ùlf1Jl debere, ante obiiu1Jl, aut 
felicc1Jl, aut 1I1aglllt11l 'l'ocari. 
Early in 1705 Amelot arrived in Spain, but the 
condition of affairs both there and in Europe gener- 
ally, \vere extremely unpropitious for the inaugura- 
tion of his Inaster's system. Louis' anxieties, heavy 
enough already o\ving to the defections of Savo}" 
and Portugal in 1703, the landing of the Archduke 
in Spain, the rising in the Cevennes, and the loss of 
Gibraltar in 1704 had been greatly increased by the 
defeat at BlenheÍIn and the necessity of defending 
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the H.hine frontier. Though Vendônlc to sOlne ex- 
tent restored the French cause in Italy by the battle 
of Cassano in August, I ï05, and though Villars' suc- 
cessful campaign on the frontier of Lorraine had 
frustrated the hopes of the allies and had produced 
an excellent effect, the gravity of the situation "'as 
such that it "ras very remarkable that Louis should 
have continued to carry out \vith cahnness and firm- 
ness his schen1es for the reorganisation of Spain. 
\Vithin Spain itself there seelned less chance of 
carrying through a successful reform policy in 1705 
than in 1701. 
By 1705 the scandalous intrigues of the French at 

'Iadrid had alienated a large number of Spaniards, 
\"ho forgot the great advantages \"hich Spain de- 
ri\'ed from Louis' assistance in arms and money. 
The enthusiasm \vith ,vhich the accession of Philip 
V. had been greeted had subsided, and the partisans 
of the IIouse of Austria \vere encouraged. A strong 
anti-French party 'vas openly fonned and gre\v 
upon the discontent caused by the loss of Gibraltar, 
the increasing disbelief in the po\ver of Louis XI\'., 
and the discord in the Court. 
All the more credit is then due to Louis and 
Amelot, the fonner for encouraging, the latter for 
carrying out a work \vhich besto\ved immense bene- 
fits on Spain. Amelot's indomitable courage sur- 
tnounted all difficulties, and in spite of the continued 
failure of the French and Spanish armies, and of the 
fierce opposition \vithin Spain itself, he accomplished 
so many real reforms that it Inay be said that mod- 
ern Spain dates from his period of office. Under 
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his influence Spain began tu be rapidly transfonncd. 
The industries, letters, arts, and to SOine extent the 
institutions of France ,vere introduced, and it has 
been truly asserted that had it not been for the 
terrible disasters experienced by the Spanish and 
French armies, ,vhich led to his recall, and in part 
to a modification, and in part to a postponen1ent of 
all his schemes of reform, Amelot ,vould have 
proved himself the Colbert of Spain. 
I-Ie \vas recognised by Saint-Sin10n as a man of 
honour, of sense, possessed of considerable enlight- 
enment, and endo\ved \vith great po\ver of \vork. He 
had had a legal education, and o\ved his ad\7ance- 
ment to merit alone. His modesty and natural 
urbanity did not prevent him from adhering firmly 
to any resolution \vhich an únerring instinct sho\ved 
him \vas right. His simpJicity, sagacity, straight- 
forwardness, and trust\vorthiness had enabled him to 
succeed, in spite of his \vant of fainily connection, in 
\vhatever he had undertaken. His residence in 
Spain afforded fresh proof of the success \vhich had 
ever attended his efforts, and ,vas n1arked by the 
inauguration of reforms which were continued by 
Alberoni and the stateStnen \vho came after him. 
During the preceding four years Louis XI\T.'s 
vie\vs regarding Spain had undergone considerable 
n1oùifications. He had learned Inuch of the telnper 
of the inhabitants and of the methods of the gov- 
ernment, \vhich ,vas ne,v to him. He had, n10reover, 
gauged to some extent the character of Philip V. 
and the capacities of his various councillors. He 
had made many false steps. He had formed not a 
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fcw erroneous opinions. I I is SChC111CS for thc thor- 
ough reorganisation of Spain on French lines haù 
ob\'iously failed. It ,,,as necessary to ackno,,,ledge 
that failure. And in I iOS it ,vas nlore than ever 
necessary to look facts in the face, and to recognise 
holdly that the situation in Spain ,vas Inost critical. 
Its revenues had not increased since the death of 
Charles II., its leading governlnental departtnents 
reInainecl in a state of chaos. I-lad the Archduke 
Charles made a bold bid for the throne of Spain in 
t he spring of 1705, it is difficult to see ho'" Phili p 
could have resisted the attempt. None of the 
haughty Spanish grandees ,vho surrounùed their 
king "'ere relnarkable for statesmanlike qualities. It 
\\":1S clear th3.t the country could not be sayed by the 
men who fonned the Spanish Court. It ,,'as there- 
fore necessary to inaugurate a ne,v political system 
in accordance \\'ith ,,,hich Philip should ostensibly 
govern Spain, ,,,hile increased po,,,ers should be 
given to the French ambassador, who should be prac- 
tically the 11'irst IVlinister of the Spanish monarchy. 
I..ouis had, moreover, recognised that it ,vas not 
possible for him to carry out his policy ,vithout the 
assistance of the Princesse des U rsins. She "'as in- 
dispensable to the success of his schelnes. The 
appointment of Amelot ,vas approved by her, and 
in her hands ,vas practically left the cOlnposition of 
the ne,v Spanish ministry. IIencefon,'ard by Ineans 
of the Princess and of Amelot, Louis proposed to 
govern Spain. The Princess solemnly prolnised 
Louis to act in perfect harmony \vith Amelot, and 
she returned to Spain in August, 17 0 5. 
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It ,vas a bold experitllcnt, but its success justified 
Louis' decision. The King, it ,vas stated in Aille- 
lot's instructions, ,vas so satisfied \\'ith the solid 
qualities of the Princess and her kno\vledge of Span- 
ish affairs, that he thought he could not do better 
than send her back to Madrid at once. I-Iaving 
decided that the Princess and Amelot \vere to be 
the organs of the French government in l\ladrid, the 
,vork of reforming and reorganising the ,vhole gov- 
ernmentaltllachine \\'as promptly taken in hane1. A 
ne\v Dcspacho \vas formed, consisting of five mem- 
bers, but practically controlled by Alllclot ; a French 
Jesuit, Père Robinet, succeeded Daubenton as 
Philip's confessor, and changes \vere made in almost 
all departments ,vhich ,vere calculated to insure 
efficiency in the Spanish state systenl. The n10ving 
spirit \vas, ho\vever, Amelot, acting in accordance 
with the vie\vs of the Princesse des U rsins, \vhich 
she had previously expressed to Louis. "La Prin- 
cesse des U rsins," wrote Louis to his en1bassador in 
] une, 1705, "a proposé ce que je vous écris." * 
The programille of the ne\v government \vas am- 
bitious enough even for peaceful times. It consisted 
of nothing short of the introduction of the French 
system of government into Spain. For the estab- 
lishment of this system three things ,vere necessary: 
the humiliation of the nobles and of the religious 
orders, and their complete subordination to the cen- 
tral authority, and the destruction of the provincial 


* For an excellent acco1mt of Louis' policy to Spain see A. Bau.. 
ilrillart, Philippe V. et la Cour de France, Vol..l. 
24 
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liberties of the non-Castilian portion of Spain. The 
nobles feared the introduction of the French mon- 
archical spirit, and vie\ved any attempt at change ,,,ith 
great suspicion. Louis' directions to Amelot fully 
justified these suspicions, and are interesting as 
thro\ving light on his own fatal policy to the French 
nobility. " You must," he ,vrote, "preserve all the 
external prerogatives of their dignity, and at the 
same time exclude thelll from all l11atters on which 
their kno\vledge \voltld tend to increase their repu- 
tation." 
To prevent the Spanish nobles taking any part in 
state affairs, to destroy all union bet\veen them, and 
to leave thel11 a useless and harmless appendage of 
the Court \vas the definite ain1 of Louis' representa- 
tive in Spain. The opposition of the nobles to the 
introduction of the French monarchical systelll, and 
that of the religious orders to any attempt to force 
upon them the position of the Gallican clergy, "'as, 
ho,vever, as nothing compared ,vith the difficulties 
to be apprehended from any attempt to change the 
provincial institutions and liberties. But during the 
course of a long and terrible ,var it is impossible to 
inaugurate changes of a sweeping character, and the 
military disasters of 1706 interfered largely \vith 
Louis' hopes of carrying out fully his schemes for 
Spanish reform. Philip's failure to regain Barcelona 
in May was the beginning of a series of disasters. 
On May I I th, the day on ,vhich the siege of Barce- 
lona had been raised, a total eclipse of the sun took 
place. As the sun in his glory \vas Louis' favourite 
emblem, the eclipsè" was thought to portend further 
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disasters to the :French cause. The Anglo-Portu- 
guese army, after taking Salamanca, pushed on, and 
the Archduke \vas proc1ailned king of Spain in 
Madrid on June 25th. All reforms \vere thrown to 
the ,vinds, and the abolition of the privileges of the 
Catalans ,vas indefinitely postponed. Aragon in- 
clined to\vards the side of the Archduke, Catalonia 
and Valencia openly declared for him. Philip 
sho,ved unexpected courage and energy, and ,vas 
,varn11y praised by his grandfather. N e,vs of the 
failure of Philip at Barcelona, and of the disaster of 
Ramillies, had reached the French King on the same 
day. But Louis was always seen at his best in the 
hour of adversity. He surveyed the position of 
affairs ,vith dignity and calmness, and urged Philip 
to guard against capture by his enemies. "All 
depends," he ,vrote, " upon the preservation of your 
person." "We have not," he added, "been success- 
ful in Flanders; it is necessary to submit to the 
judgment of Providence." 
The Spanish monarchy seemed at its last gasp, 
and the ,vildest expectations of the allies likely to 
be realised. Madrid ,vas in the hands of the Arch- 
duke, and Philip and his Queen ,vere fugitives. The 
fidelity of the Spanish grandees ,vas shaken, and 
many of them hastened to recognise the Archduke 
as king of Spain. . Even the aged Porto-Carrero gave 
his allegiance to Charles. But Philip showed un- 
expected energy, and the loyalty of the Castilian 
people never ,vavered. The fury of the Madrid 
populace ,vas indeed such that the Archd uke and 
his army could barely get the necessaries of life, and 
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the occupation of Madrid by the foreigner ,vas of 
very short duration. 
But the disasters of 1706 had convinced Louis of 
the necessity of peace. One French army under 
Villeroy had been defeated in May at Ramillies, and 
another under Orleans and 1Vlarsin had been over- 
thrown in September at Turin. The Netherlands 
were lost, and the French cause in Italy \vas ruined. 
Madrid had been occupied by the Archduke, and 
Ber,vick had been driven back into the ,vest from 
Portugal. These successive disasters seemed likely 
to overwhehn France, and to bring about a speedy 
close of the ,yare Villars alone had gained successes, 
and had not only driven the Gennans beyond the 
Rhine, but had even conten1plated taking the ag- 
gressive. But in spite of this gleam of success it 
seel11ed impossible for France, crippled as she ,vas, 
to continue the ,yare Louis had justification \vhen 
he \vrote in October that the government could no 
longer carryon hostilities, and that he had proposed 
to the English and Dutch that negotiations for peace 
should be opened. But no treaty could be signed 
unless Philip ,vas prepared to sacrifice a portion of 
his dominions. Ho\vever, the allies refused to treat, 
and nothing was left to Louis but to carryon 'war- 
like operations ,vith vigour. The allies paid dearly 
for their error. Flushed with success, they had 
missed an excellent opportunity of securing more 
than their just share of the spoils of war. The for- 
tunes of France and Spain \vere at their lo,vest ebb 
in 1706. 
With the year 17 0 7 Inatters began to mend, and 
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though Louis experienced disasters, he ,vas never 
red uced to the position of 1706. The I{ing and 
ministers Inade prodigious efforts. Though ex- 
hausted and badly administered, France had still 
immense resources, and thousand of recruits joined 
the armies. In April, 1707, the victory of Almanza, 
,vith \\Thich the name of Benvick ,vill ever be associ- 
ated, proved even more decisive than BlenheÍ1n. It 
assured the throne of Spain to the House of Bour- 
bon, and enabled the interrupted reforms of Amelot 
to be continued. Aragon and Valencia returned to 
their allegiance to Philip, and many of thcir privi- 
leges \vere suppressed. A grcat step was taken 
to,vards that centralisation of powers at Madrid 
\vhich Louis haçl ahvays advocated, and ,vhich 
Amelot \vas enabled in part to carry out. The con- 
stitution of Castile \vas solemnly promulgated in 
Valencia and at Saragossa, and ,vas henceforth ac- 
cepted in the kingdoln of Spain. Thus the political 
results of Almanza ,vere of vast ilnportancc to Spain 
and in their later effects proved the ,visdorn of 
Louis' views ,vith regard to the necessary reforms in 
that country. But though success had begun to 
attend the efforts of Louis in the Spanish peninsula, 
he ,vas not deterrred from carrying out a He\\! policy 
,vith regard to Italy. It had become quite apparent 
to the French king that it \vas Ï1npossible for hitn to 
carryon ,var successfully at four different centres. 
The foreign policy of both Richelieu and l\1azarin 
had been marred by a similar attempt, and very 
\visely in 1706 Louis had deterrnined to ,vithdra,,, 
frOJll Italy, and to cmploy the released troops on 
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his exposed north-eastern frontier and in Spain. He 
fully realised that before peace could be made 
Philip \vould be compelled to consent to some parti- 
tion of his don1inions. The evacuation of Italy 
\vould no doubt leave that country in the hanùs of 
Austria, but Spain \vould be preserved to Philip, and 
France \vould be saved a vast expenditure of money 
and the sacrifice of a large nUlnber of soldiers. 
The evacuation of Italy, arranged in March, 17 0 7, 
by the convention of l\1ilan-so justly attacked by 
English ,vriters as an act of treachery on the part of 
the Emperor, ,vas undoubtedly a \vise action on 
the part of Louis, though Philip himself naturally 
resented the unopposed occupation of north Italy 
by the Austrians and the inevitable seizure of 
Naples. Philip's \vorst fears \vere soon realised. 
The retirement of the French from Italy ,vas fol- 
lo\ved in August not only by the loss of l\Iilan, but 
by the further loss of Naples, \vhile the Duke of 
Savoy invaded Provence and besieged Toulon. The 
\Vhigs, too, delighted at the victory of Ralnillies, 
took up a tnore hostile attitude than ever towards 
Louis, and in October passed thcir celebrated reso- 
lution that no peace "can be safe or honourable for 
her l\lajesty and her allies, if Spain and the Spanish 
\Vest Indies be suffered to continue in the po\ver of 
the House of Bourbon." 
But on the 'whole thc year 1707 \vas favourable to 
the French. The inroad into Provcnce and the 
attack on T oulon failed, o\ving to the resistance of 
T essé and to a quarrel bet\veen Alnadeus and 
Eugène. The aIIies retired discotnfited behind the 
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Alps, and the English fleet failed to supply the 
Camisards \vith anns. lVloreover, a great French 
army in the Lo,v Countries had, under the skilful 
leadership of Vendôme, kept invasion back, and 
even advanced to the Salnbre, and Villars on the 
Rhine successfully assailed the lines constructed 
froln Stolhofen to I(ehl and the Black Forest, and 
invaded Germany ,vith the object of combining his 
operations with those of Charles XII., or at any rate 
of aiding thc revolted Hungarians. He levied con- 
tributions in S\vabia and \Vürtemberg, and filled the 
coffers of the army. If Charles XII. had effected 
the desired junction at N uremberg, Vienna \vould 
have fallen, and the S\vedish King \vould have been 
master of the Elnpire. But the influence of 1Iarl- 
borough turned Charles from the French alliance, 
and Villars' hopes \vere again disappointed. If he 
had to fall back across the Rhine on the approach 
of a strong force under the Elector of Hanover, his 
campaigns had inspired his troops ,vith fresh 
co u rage. 
Though the Spanish monarchy had lost l\Iilan 
through the retirelnent of the French, and in August 
of the saIne year Naples, the loss of ,vhich ,vas hast- 
ened by the hostility of Clclnent XI. to the Bourbon 
Church policy, Philip V. found himself at the end 
1nore secure in his possession of the Spanish throne 
than he ,vas at the beginning of 1707. On his 
reiterated requests, Louis agreed, in 1708, to recon- 
sider the question of interfering actively in Italy. 
There the overbearing conduct of the Elnperor had 
produced dcep discontent ;unong the Italian states. 



37 6 


Lout's XIV. 


[1108 


But Louis ,vas uIl\villing to risk nlen and Inoney 
unless he could be surc thô.t the I talians had thro,vn 
off their habitual lethargy. Tessé \vas sent to report 
on the condition of the I talian peninsula, ,vhere he 
found every\vhere divisions, uncertainty, and general 
,vant of energy. The Elllperor had ordered a con- 
siderable anny to Inarch into Italy to consolidate 
his conquests, and unless Louis did the sanle the 
Italians ,vould naturally side ,vith the 1111 perial 
causc. Louis did not send troops, and adhered to 
the policy inaugurated by the convention of Milan. 
Clement XI. ,,,as compelled to recognise the Arch- 
duke as king of Spain. The year 1708 ,vas indeed 
not only l11arked by political failure, but also by 
military disastcrs. The carefully prepared expedi- 
tion to Scotland on bchalf of J anles Ed ward failed 
through the suddcn indisposition of that prince, and 
the complete supre111acy of England on the sea, 
while the caillpaign in Flanders endcd in the defeat 
of Oudenarde, the capture of Lille, and the invasion 
of France. These continueù disasters again bruught 
fonvard the question of peace. Louis \vas anxious 
to bring the ,var to a close; he ,vas prepared to 
agree to the partition of the Spanish El11 pire; he 
,vas rcad y to accept as Philip's share Naples, Sicily, 
Sardinia, and the Tuscan presidencies. 
On one occasion, ,vhen some one spoke of founù- 
ing another Saint-Cyr, lVladallle de lVlaintenon said 
that there ,vere other things l11uch more urgent, " to 
secure peace, and relieve the poor people of their 
burdens." " Yes," added I..ouis, "that is ,vhat a 
king should aim at: pooce in his kingdom, and relief 
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of his people. But to obtain these advantages for 
them ,ve are forced against our ,vill to oppress them. 
\Ve ,vant peace, but a good peace, and I ask it of 
God continually, who alone can change the hearts of 
h h . " 
t ose 'v 0 oppose 1 t. 
There is no doubt that Louis ,vas sincerely anxious 
for peace. The terrible ,vinter of 1708-9 only con- 
firmed hiln in his pacific vie,vs. The Court 'vas the 
scene of cabals and intrigues. The ministers Beau- 
villiers, Torey, Pontchartrain and Chalnillard ,vere 
opposed by the Duke of l\laine, Bouffiers, H uxelles, 
Harcourt, and Villeroy. There ,vas even a division 
of opinion among the Ininisters themselves. Cham iI- 
leud desired peace at any price. Spain he regarded 
as a useless enculnbrance, and he desired to break 
off the close alliance between her and France. The 
state of the finances ,vas appalJing. ...\ Colbert 
,vould have despaired of ever bringing order into 
the existing chaos. To raise Inoney ,vith which to 
pay the soldiers, Challlillard had created privileges 
and posts of all sorts and kinds, the sale of ,vhich 
produced large sUlns. N e,v taxes had been levied 
even on marriages and baptislns. Lotteries had 
been established. ...\fter every possible device had 
been adopted for raising money, the condition of the 
finances ,vas such that it was obviously ilnpossible 
for France to continue the ,var. Chalnillard had for 
sotne titne been anxious to retire froln his office, and 
told Louis that the burden ,vas too heavy for him, 
and would kin hinl. " Well," said the old King, " let 
us die together." But at last Louis agreed to defer 
to public opinion, and the device so frequently 
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adopted in the years inunediately preceding the 
Revolution ,vas tried, Chamillard being succeeded 
by Destnarets, a nephe\v of Colbert. The public 
credit ,vas for a m0111ent restored, and new supplies 
,vere raised on loan. The change, ho\vever, brought 
little real improvement. The south of France had 
not recovered from the Camisard struggle; in Paris 
J ansenism had again raised its head, and the Arch- 
bishop and the royal power ,vere in opposition. The 
frightful ,vinter brought \vith it famine and insurrec- 
tions. The price of the absolute necessaries of life 
,vas almost prohibitive, and under the very \vindo,vs ' 
1)f the King's rootns the people clamoured for bread. 
Revolutionary placards \vere posted up, anonytnous 
letters spoke of Ravaillac and Brutus; l\Iadame de 
J\Iaintenon and Chalnillard \vcre directly attacked. 
The hospitals ,,,ere cro\vded and overflo\ving, corpses 
of peasants ,vho had died of hunger 'vcre frequently 
seen in the ,voods. The 
"'rench nation had suddenly 
found itself pauperiscd and in danger of bankruptcy. 
To anyone ,vho understood the financial condition 
of the country peace seenled absolutely indispensable. 
Noone grasped the position of things bettcr than 
did Louis XIV. Though seventy years old, in intel- 
ligence and in courage he ,vas superior to any of his 
Ininisters. He \vorked each day as regularly as he 
did \vhen he took up thc cares of government upon 
l\Iazarin's death. His kno,vledge of the details of 
the administration ,vas tnore profound than ever. 
He had such a lively appreciation of the evils under 
which France \vas suffering that after the ,vinter of 
1708-9 he detcnnined to subordinate al1 considera. 
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tions to the one object of bettering the condition of 
France. 
In this self-imposed task Louis \vas aided by l\Ia- 
dalne de Maintenon. Ever since the opening of the 
,var she had been obliged against her \vish to take 
sOlne part in political affairs. She held conferences 
with the Ininisters; she gained the confidence of Vil- 
lars ; her letters to the Princesse des U rsins prove the 
enormous interest ,vhich she took in Spanish affairs. 
Her solicitude for the King led her to keep frolll hitn 
many events of a vexatious character. Her principal 
care ,vas for hiln, and she kne\v no other \vill than 
that of her husband. Her many submissions, self- 
sacrifices, and losses of friends for his sake only aug- 
mented her desire for rest and peace. The trou bles 
of the end of the reign \vere not attributable to her, 
for her advice ,vas rarely taken. But her ,york in 
caring for the King is beyond all praise. Through- 
out his troubles she acted the part of a faithful and 
loving ,vife, for ,\'holn Louis sho\ved the greatest 
regard. The King ,vould often come into her rooln 
and lock the door. Then" sometimes he sheds tears, 
,vhich he cannot control. Presently a minister comes, 
bringing bad news. If my presence is required lain 
called; if not I retire in some corner and pray. 
SOlnetilnes I hear that all is going wrong; thcu IllY 
heart beats, and I cannot sleep at nights." 
In 1707 Louis had realised the necessity of \vith- 
drawing Croln Italy, and the convention of Milan 
had significd to the world the reality of his convic- 
tion of the need, of lessening the area of the strug- 
gle. Early in 1709 he decided to give up his attelnpt 
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to govern Spain through his envoy and the Princesse 
des U rsins, in other ,vords to relinquish all active 
attempts to establish firmly a Bourbon on the throne 
of Spain, and to leave Spain to defend itself. This 
ne\v decision, this ilnportant Inodification of the 
policy of 1701, ,vas signified to Europe by the recall 
of Alnelot in ...-\pril, 1709. 
But though Louis might decide to abandon Spain, 
though he Inight recall his alnbassador, he could not 
undo the work of the last four years. The period of 
Amelot's embassy sa,v a silent revolution effected in 
Spain. Since his arrival an anny had been created, 
\vell equipped and regularly paid. The finances had 
been placed on a better footing than in any previous 
reign, and all signs of poverty in the royal household 
had passed a\vay. 
J\Ioreover, excellent changes had been quietly 
carried out in the government. The royal authority 
had been firmly established, the po\ver of the coun- 
cils had been regulated, the independence of the 
nobles curbed, and the Church forced to contribute 
to the necessities of the State. 1'hough the provin- 
cial liberties had been to sOlne extent suppressed, 
the provinces \vere on the \vhole loyal; anarchy had 
given \vay to a central authority ,,,hich endeavoured 
to mete out cqual justice to rich and poor alike. 
The allies \vere so convinced of the uselessness of 
attempting to conquer Spain that, content \vith hold. 
ing thcir o,vn in Catalonia, they devoted all their 
efforts to force Spain to yield to their ,vishes by 
victories gained over France in the Netherlands. 
With every prospect of success, their tone \vhen 
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Louis delnanded peace in 1709 \vas haughty and 
overbearing. 
Louis sincerely desired peace. He \vas convinced 
of the hopelessness of any further attempts against 
the combined forces of the allies. He ,vas prepared 
to cede Spain and the Indies to the Archduke, and 
to reserve Naples and Sicily to Philip. He \vas 
ready to restore Strasburg to its position as a free 
Il11perial city. He \vas, in fact, prepared to propose 
terms ,vhich one \vould have thought even the rapa- 
cious Dutch \vould have accepted. But Philip, as in 
1706, resolved to thro,v himself upon the patriotism 
of his subjects. And in 1709 he ,vas in a far stronger 
position than in 1706. In 1706 he relied mainly 
upon the people of Castille, ,,,hile many of the nobles 
declared for the Archduke. In 1709, \vell-nigh the 
\vhole of Spain \vas prepared to support hin1, and the 
nobles \vere among the forelnost to oppose any par- 
tition of the Spanish Empire. 
In arranging tenns of peace \vith the allies, it ,vas 
obvious that Louis could not no\v speak for his 
grandson. This ne,v complication \vas not lost sight 
of by the English, Imperial, and' Dutch plenipoten- 
tiaries. They had no intention of continuing a war 
\vith Spain ,vhile France was enjoying the blessings 
of peace. They therefore insisted that Louis should 
be responsible for the renunciation by Philip of his 
cro\vn within two months, and that, failing the 
latter's assent, Louis \vas to aid the allies in com.. 
pelling him to agree to the treaty. But the pre- 
liminaries of The Hague \vere not destined to be 
accepted. Louis' soul revolted against the humiliat- 
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ing conùitions. lIe recalled his cnvoy in l\Iay, anù 
broke off negotiations. "If I l11U5t continue the 
,var," he said, "I ,vill contend against my enemies 
rather than against my o\vn family." The \\Thole of 
France shared his indignation, and ,vhen the pro- 
posals of the allies \vere read to them by the King's 
order, the troops of Villars demanded \\'ith fury to 
be led against the foe. In a circular published by 
the advice of Torey and sent to each province, Louis 
appealed to the French nation to support him in his 
endeavour to secure reasonable terms. He sho\\Ted 
the unreasonableness of the allies, a
d expatiated on 
their insincerity and intolerable proposals. " See- 
ing, then," he said "that our enemies in their pre- 
tence to negotiate are palpably insincere, we have 
only to consider ho\v to defend ourselves, and sho\v 
them that France united can resist the united po\\'ers 
of Europe in their attempts, by fair means or by 
foul, to ruin her. All the ordinary sources of 
revenue are exhausted. I come before you for your 
counsel and assistance, at a tin1e \vhen our very 
safety as a nation is at stake; let us sho\v our ene- 
mies that 've are still not sunk so lo\v, but that we 
can force upon theIn such a peace as shall consist 
,vith our honour and \vith the good of Europe." 
The effect of this appeal ,vas at once seen. The "Tar 
from being dynastic became national, from being a 
,var for the interests of the Bourbons it becaIlle a 
,var for the preservation of the French kingdoI11, if 
not for the very existence of the French nation. The 
enthusiasm of his subjects gave Louis an army larger 
than any ,vhich he had yet been able to put into the 
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field, and the cOllllnand ,vas given to Villars. The 
campaign ,vhich sa\v the battle of Malplaquet 
,vas at once opened, but none the less Louis \vas as 
firmly convinced as ever of the absolute necessity of 
peace. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


PEACE. 


17 0 9- 1 7 1 3. 


o keep French troops in Spain 
\vas to make peace ilnpossible. 
To sho\" his enemies then ho\v 
sincerely desirous he ,,,as to 
end the disastrous \\Tar, Louis 
rletennined to order the \vith
 
dra\val of his troops from Spain. 
The carrying out of this reso- 
lution ,vas a necessary comple- 
Inent to his intention to lessen, 
if not \vholly abandon, his political influence in that 
country. The political and military abandonment 
of Spain ,vere sÏ1nultaneous. \Vith difficulty Louis 
,vas persuaded to allo\v the French U.oops to reInain in 
Spain till August, 1709; at the beginning of Septem- 
ber Blécourt succeeded AInelot, but ,vith very differ- 
ent functions. Amelot had combined the functions 
of Prime Minister \vith those of French ambassador. 
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Blécourt \vas to be a mere envoy and to confine his 
duties to observing closely all that \vent on, and by 
\vorking cordially with the Princesse des U rsins, to 
keep Louis infonned as to the exact position of 
things in Spain. His position though a modified 
\vas still a delicate one. The hatred felt against 
the French \vas now universal, and the popular feel. 
ing \vas encouraged by the Spanish ministers. 
This hostility was regarded by Louis with equa. 
nimity. Torey and all his ministers were convinced 
that no peace could be made unless Philip V. was 
dethroned, or the allies could be persuaded that no 
political union based upon a formal treaty existed 
bet\veen France and Spain. The battle of l\1alpla- 
quet, fought on September 11th, ,vas a glorious de.. 
feat for the French. It restored the nation's respect 
for itself; it saved France from invasion. 
The difficulties \vhich Villars had to contend 
against during the campaign only served to bring 
out his military genius. His army \vas at the outset 
\vithout proper food or clothing, inferior to the op- 
posing forces in point of nUlnbers, and deeply dis. 
couraged. Within a short tilne the great French 
Marshal succeeded in converting his dispirited troops 
into a fine anny, well found and \vell fed. He acted 
at first strictly on the defensive, but after one of his 
lieu tenants, Artagnan, had taken Warneton, a small 
to\vn on the Lys, and 1600 prisoners, he hoped 
to be able to save Tournay. But the tov{n fell on 
July 27 th and the citadel capitulated on September 
2nd. The victorious allies under Marlborough and 
Eugène then marched upon Mons, the capital of 
2S 
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Hainault, and Villars 'vas ordered to try and save 
it. Boufflers, old and decrepit, \villingly consented 
to serve under his young and illustrious colleague, 
and refused the latter's invitation to share the com- 
mand. 
Though too late to prevent the investn1ent of 
1\lons, Villars advanced to Malplaquet, a village situ- 
ated on the top of a ridge a fe\v miles to the south- 
west of Mons, and during the night and day after 
bis arrival, took up a strong position. On either 
side \vere \voods, that of Lanière lying on the east 
and that of Taisnière on the \vest. From the high- 
road, \vhich Villars skilfully fortified, the ground falls 
a\vay in ravines to\vards the plain of Mons. On 
September I I th the allied troops attacked Villars' 
fortifications, and one of the bloodiest battles of the 
\var took place. Boumers commanded the right 
wing, and \vas opposed to Tilly and the Prince of 
Nassau, nephe\v of vVilliam III. Villars himself 
fought, on the left, \vhich was threatened in front 
by Eugène, and on the extreme right of the allies 
by Withers. At first the allies were driven back 
\vith great loss, but \vhen \i\lithers threatened to out- 
flank the French left, Villars was compelled to \vith- 
draw troops from the centre. Marlborough, with his 
unfailing judgment, seized the opportunity and hurled 
upon the weakened centre English and Dutch troops 
under Tilly and Cadogan. Villars had been wounded 
and carried off the ground, and Boufflers \vas com- 
pelled to retire. With consummate skill the old 
warrior succeeded in drawing back in good order. 
leaving the allied forces in possession of the grouna. 



BA TTLE OF MALPLAQUET. SEPT. I I, 17 0 9. 
The country between the Rivers Baine and Trouil1e is broken Ly 
forests and pierceci by narrow valleys. Between the woods of T aisnière 
and Lanière is the Trouée, an open gap through which :Mons can be 
approached from the south and west. Villars, attempting to rabe the 
iege 
of Mons, fortified himself on the high ground near l\Ialplaquet. The 
allies took the offensive, but it was not till Villars had to send reinforce- 
ments to hold the wood of Taisnière. against \Yithers, that l\Iarlborougr.. 
pierced the weakened French centre. 
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It was a dearly bought victory; the French lost 
about 12,000 men, \vhile the allies did not lose less 
than 20,000. Though 1\1:ons fell, the campaign did 
Inuch to restore the spirit of the troops and the con- 
fidence of the nation. Villars had shown that the 
dreaded Marlborough could be faced and fought, 
and Louis rightly interpreted the popular feeling 
\vhen he Inade Artagnan a tnarshal, and showered 
favours upon the \vounded general. The King 
still desired to come to terms \vith his foes. But 
for a time his hopes for peace \vere frustrated. 
The ans\ver of the Dutch in February, 1710, 
to his expressed desire for pCdce \vas more in- 
solent than ever. Philip ,vas to be dethroned 
by Louis, and then only \vould peace be possible. 
And Philip himself had successfully opposed hjs 
grandfather's \vishes. The deliberate inaction of 
Bezons, the COl11mander of the French troops in 
Spain, had in September destroyed any hope of 
Spanish success in the latter months of 1709, and 
Philip firmly declined to consent to the transference 
of Luxemburg, Mons, N amur, Charleroi, and Nieu- 
port to the Elector of Bavaria. English \vriters as- 
sert that Louis' object ,vas really to hand over the 
Spanish Netherlands to the Dutch as a bribe to 
induce them to desert the Grand Alliance. In any 
case the project failed. Philip refused to yield a 
single to\vn and the English made \vith the Dutch a 
Barrier treaty \vhich cemented their alliance stiU 
more closely. 
In the spring of 1710 Louis again signified his ,vill.. 
ingness to enter into negotiations. Opinion at the 
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Court lay strongly in the direction of peace, though 
different vicws 'vere held as to the best Ineans to 
bring about a settlen1ent. Madame de Maintenon 
since 1706 had openly and frequently declared in 
favor of an imlnediate peace. She ,vas ,villing, if 
necessary, to turn the French arms against Philip, 
and to carry out the \vishes of the allies. Clearly 
realising the lamentable condition of France, and 
convinced that God ,vished to punish her country 
for the undue extension of its lin1its and for its inso- 
lence and pride, Madame de Maintenon declared in 
her letters that it \vas of no avail to struggle against 
the hand of God. She ,vas much perturbed at Louis' 
conversion to a moral life being almost coincident 
\vith the beginning of a series of tnisfortunes, \vhich 
increased as the end of hi" life dre\v nigh. " The 
designs of God," she \vrote at the time, ., are incom- 
prehensible. Three Christian kings-namely, Louis, 
the Pretender, J atnes Ed\vard, and Philip V.-appear 
to be abandoned, and heresy and injustice triumph. 
Let us hope that it ,,,,ill not be for long." 
For the sake of securing peace to her o\vn country 
she \vas ready to sacrifice Philip. Though her views 
\vere clear and decided, and though they \vere based 
on religious conviction, they fortunately did not pre- 
vail \vith Louis. 
The Grand Dauphin, the father of Philip, naturally 
,;upported his SOI1. It was only when France seetned 
to be on the brink of destruction that, yielding to the 
unanimous opinion of the Inembers of the Council, he 
agreed that France should give a subsidy to the allies. 
The Duke of Berry sided with his father. He de. 
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plored Louis' intention of abandoning l>hilip and 
applauded the latter's detennination to fight to the 
last. The Duke of Burgundy, after the disasters of 
1709, had become a strong advocate of peace. He 
recognised the necessity of abandoning Spain, but, 
like Louis, he refused to consider the possibility of 
fighting against Philip. The Duke of Orleans, labour- 
ing under suspicion of plotting to succeed Philip in 
case the latter \vas dispossessed, had little influence. 
Of the tninisters, ,vhile Desmarets, Pontchartrain, 
and Torcy ,vere inclined to peace at any price, and 
,vere thus more or less in sympathy \\'ith the vie\vs of 
MadaIne de Maintenon, Beauvilliers and V oysin 
sided ,vith Louis and the Princes. 
All \vere, ho\vever, agreed upon the necessity of 
peace, and negotiations ,vere opened at Gertruyden- 
berg in March. Louis' offers \vere far more con- 
siderable than those ,vhich \vere aftenvards accepted 
at Utrecht. But the real point at issue ,vas the de- 
thronement of Philip by French troops. At long 
sittings of the Council, on May I I th and June 1st, the 
matter v;as fully discussed in all its bearings. Finally 
it was decided to recognise the necessity of a par- 
tition of the Spanish monarchy. Sicily and Sar- 
dinia ,vere to be reserved for Philip, and France ,vas 
to pay the allies a subsidy during the continuance of 
the ,var. A chain of barrier fortresses \vas to be set 
up to satisfy the Dutch, and the ,vhole of Alsace ,vas 
to be ceded to the Empire. These ,vith other conces
 
sions made the tern1S offered by Louis ,veIl '1'orthy 
of acceptance by the coalition. The allies, ho\vever, 
most un\visely insisted that France must aid in 
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the dcthrollclncnt of Philip, and declined to make 
peace on any other terms. Louis, as a last resort, 
offered, if the allies would retire from their position, 
not to ask for any compensation for Philip. The 
allies, ho\vever, refused to consider the question, and 
on July 25th the French envoys set off for Paris. 
There \vas great joy in Spain at the news of the rup- 
ture of the negotiations at Gertruydenberg. The 
Duke of Medina Celi had fallen on April 15th, and 
French influence, guided as ever by the Princesse des 
U rsins, had no\v still further triumphed. Louis re- 
ne\ved his close connection ,vith Spain, placed Ven- 
dÔlne at the head of the army in the Peninsula, and 
thought of sending Alnelot back to Madrid. But the 
disasters of Ahnenara in June, and of Saragossa in 
August, follo\ved by the entry of Charles into Mad- 
rid, checked for a tilne the rising hopes of the sup- 
porters of Philip at Versailles. The peace party 
raised their heads, and Louis for a moment feared 
that any further effort ,vould be useless. He de- 
termined to persuade Philip to abdicate quietly, and 
the Duc de Noailles was sent to Spain to make 
this proposal. The year 1710 thus marks the com- 
plete desertion of the policy adopted in 1701. The 
condition of Spain seemed fully to justify the fears 
of Louis XIV. It had been denuded of French 
troops, and its government no longer directed from 
Versailles, had fallen into the hands of men hos- 
tile to the French system. France had moreover 
offered to the allies a subsidy to enable theln to 
expel Philip, and Louis had attempted to persuade 
his grandson to abdicate voluntarily. 
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But froin J 710 the light began to da\vn both if. 
Spain and France. The change of govcrnlnent in 
England marked a weariness of the ,var throughout 
that country, and a deep distrust of the \var policy 
of the Whigs. In Spain the victories of Brihuega 
and Villa Viciosa (Dec. 8th and loth) destroyed the 
hopes of the Archduke Charles and replaced Philip 
on the throne. In spite of the embassy of N oailles 
the King had firmly refused to abdicate, and he 
\vas fully justified. The Spanish nation devoted to 
Philip's cause ,vas more detenl1ined than ever to ad- 
here to the sovereign of their choice. Lastly Louis 
on hearing N oailles' report and delighted with the 
victory of Villa Viciosa changed his whole attitude 
and wrote encouraging letters to his grandson. The 
year 171 I opened most hopefully, and before the end 
of January Vendolne's successes in Catalonia still 
further dalnaged the fortunes of the allies in Spain. 
In April, the death of the Emperor Joseph I. brought 
fresh hopes to the House of Bourbon. An express 
,vas sent by Louis to Philip ,vith the ne\vs. Surely, 
it was no,v argued, if the Spanish Empire ,vas parti- 
tioned and forever separated from the French 
monarchy, the balance of power in Europe \vould 
be less endangered than by the union of the Spanish 
and Imperial cro\vns under Charles VI. 
Though Louis' endeavours to make some arrange- 
ment with Austria failed, the English Tory statesmen 
\vere no\v \villing to consider terms of peace on the 
basis of the continued possession by Philip of Spain 
and the Indies. Philip himself strongly opposed any 
partition of his dominions and resented extremely 
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the loss of Gibraltar to the English. To his conl. 
plaints Louis \vrote letters of Inoderation and good 
sense. "There are occasions," he said, "\vhen it 
is necessary to kno\v ho\v to lose." But Philip ,vas 
governed by his wife and the Princesse des U rsins, 
and both ladies were opposed to concessions. \Vith- 
out any clear policy, devoid of counsels of vigour 
or energy, Philip took no advantage of the victory 
of Villa Viciosa and things \vere allo\ved to drift. 
Nothing could be expected from a Court influenced 
by \vomen and incapables, honeycolnbed by intrigue, 
and dominated by indolence. At this crisis, as at 
every crisis during the war, the initiative had to come 
from France. A capable envoy must be sent at once 
to obtain the adhesion of the Court of Spain to a 
reasonable partition of the Spanish En1pire. Taught 
by experience Louis no\v recognised that a first 
111inister was absolutely necessary if order \vas to be 
restored and \vise counsels ,vere to have the upper 
hand in Spain. It \vas obviously inconvenient to 
place the French ambassador in such a position, 
and a Spaniard would naturally refuse to carry out a 
policy of partition. An Italian then must be found, 
and T orcy wrote suggesting three Italian cardinals. 
But the Court of Spain offered a strenuous resistance. 
The Princesse des U rsins replied that Philip \vould 
have no first minister. Louis \vas in a difficult posi- 
tion. The Spaniards detested the French influence, 
the suspicions of the allies ,vould be at once aroused 
if they noticed any tendency to\vards the union of 
the two kingdon1s such as Atl1elot's residence in 
Spain had seemed to imply. Louis' solution \vas a 
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,vise onc. Froln 171 I in clear and elnphatic terms 
he renounced the policy of governing Spain from 
Versailles or of uniting the two monarchies under 
one head. This ne\v definite policy carried out 
during the embassy of the Marquis of Bonnac to 
Spain in 1711 ,vas embodied in the famous renun- 
ciations \vhich publicly recognised the separation of 
the t\VO monarchies of France and Spain. 
Hencefor\vard France may influence but not govern. 
The two nations may be united in a friendly alliance 
and the reigning houses by ties of blood. But Spain 
must be left to ,york out her own fortunes. She 
Inust appear before Europe a po\ver as independent 
as that of France or of England. Whatever Louis' 
\vishes and hopes had been in the earlier phases of 
the ,var, events had proved too stroJ1g for hin1. 
The independent spirit of the Spaniard
 \vas a reve- 
lation \vhich he slo,vly ,vas con1peIIed to recognise, 
and though the accession to the In1perial throne of 
the Archduke Charles enabled the English Tory 
Government to modify the policy of tlle Whigs and 
to permit a Bourbon to sit on the tbrone of Spain, 
public opinion in England insisted on the renun- 
ciations. 
Probably no task \vas ever undertaken by Louis 
more difficult than that of persuading the Spaniards 
to consent to a partition of their dominions. I--I is 
envoy Bonnac ,vas obse
\fant, sagacious, and faithful, 
and he fulfilled the expectations fonned of him in 
carrying out his most delicate mission \vith infinite 
success. He immediately grasped the political situa. 
tion. He sa\v that Philip \7. was \vithout any po\ver of 
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decision, and ,vas governed absolutely by the Queen, 
,vho, el11bittered by her misfortunes, ,vas strongly 
averse to any concessions, and that the Princesse des 
U rsins 'vas alone capable of influencing the Queen, 
but very sensitive of any attempt to lessen her 
authority at the Court. To manage such a trio 
required tact, and Bonnac advised Louis to assert no 
authority over the King and Queen, and ,vhen ,vrit- 
ing to them to seemingly allo\v them full indepen- 
dence. Four days after his arrival Philip signified to 
his grandfather his assent to the loss of Gibraltar and 
Port 1\1ahon, and his adhesion to the Assiento treaty. 
At the close of 171 I France seemed to be still in 
a most perilous situation. Marlborough certainly 
had fallen in disgrace, but the enemies of France 
'vere apparently still united in desiring her ruin. 
France '\7as only saved by the victory of Denain, 
and by the policy of Harley and St. John. 
In his intervie\v ,vith Villars before the latter's 
departure for Flanders, the aged monarch spoke of 
the possible advance of the allies to Paris, and told 
the Marshal that he had resolved, should such an 
advance be made, to collect as many troops as he 
could, and die in a last attempt to save his country, 
and his crO'Vl1. 1"he English commander, Ormond, 
on July 16th, 17 I 2, proclaimed a suspenion of anns 
,vith the French, and Villars, ,vith \vhom Ormond' 
,vas in constant correspondence, published a like pro- 
clamation ,vith regard to the English. \Veakened by 
the ,vithdra,val of the British army, the allies suffered 
a series of disasters. Eugène had left Albemarle 
with eight thousand ll1en in an entrenched camp at 
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Denain. This calnp Villars detern1Ïned to stonn. 
On July 24th the attack ,vas made, the principal 
obstacle being a deep ditch in front of the entrench- 
ment. Villars, recognising the Ï1TIportance of rapid- 
ity of movement, refused to spend any time in filling 
the ditch ,vith fascines. "Our fascines," he said, 
"shall be the bodies of the first fallen." After a 
stubborn defence the allied forces fled in panic, and 
a large number perished in the ScheIdt. 
" Villars," said the great Napoleon in after days, 
"saved France at Denain." The Marshal had again 
given evidence of the quickness of eye for ,vhich he 
,vas \vell kno,vn, and of his unconquerable energy 
and dash. Before the end of the year the red uction 
of many to\vns had established a strong barrier, and 
France was safe. It is impossible to overestimate 
the political importance of Denain. Louis XIV. at 
once recognised the real meaning of the victory. On 
July 29th he \vrote to Villars: "I C3nnot speak too 
highly of the ,yay in \vhich you formed the design 
in concert ,vith the Marshal Montesquieu, the secrecy 
,vhich you preserved, and the means you took to 
execute it. Nothing is more likely to ad vance 
favourable negotiations of peace than the re-establish- 
ment of that superiority of our arms which has been 
so unfortunately lost for many years. The 
po,vers no\v in deliberation \vill be much lTIOre tract- 
able ,,,hen they see the disappearance of all Prince 
Eugène's hopes of the invasion of my kingdom. 
This is the result \vhich I hope to gain (c' est Ie fruit 
que .f'espt're 1"etirer) froIn the very important service 
\vhich you have just rendered me." 
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Louis "vas not deceived in the estimate which he 
had formed of the itnportance of Denain. The 
capture of Marchiennes, Saint-Armand, Mortagne, 
Douai, and Bouchain restored the prestige of the 
French arms, and, \vith the defections of the English 
placed to the Dutch and the Ilnperialists in great 
measure at Louis' mercy. The allies, furious at the 
failure of their plan of securing ascendancy at the 
conference, for a time suspended all negotiations. 
But Louis' anxiety for peace ,vas not only equalled 
but surpassed by that felt by the English tninistry. 
Bolingbroke determined if necessary to make a sepa- 
rate treaty \vith I
rance, and visited Paris early in 
August. Ten days' personal negotiation \vith Torey 
adjusted the principal points of difficulty, and 
smoothed the ,yay for a satisfactory settlement of 
all the matters at issue bet\veen the t\VO countries. 
Before his departure Bolingbroke had an interview 
\vith Louis at Fontainebleau. 
There he found the Court in high spirits at the 
successes of Villars. Even Louis, on hearing of the 
capture of Marchiennes, had thanked the courtiers 
for their congratulations. In his intervie\v with 
Bolingbroke, the aged King, speaking rapidly and 
indistinctly, ackno\vledged his obligations to the 
Queen of England and avo\ved his earnest desire 
for peace. 
On Bolingbroke's arrival in London a suspension 
of arms with France for four tnonths \vas proclaimed 
in London. 
The congress of Utrecht \vas opened on January 
12, 1712, but before many weeks \vere over both 
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Bourbon Courts had been thro\vn into inexorable 
grief and consternation at the successive deaths of 
the Duchess and Duke of Burgundy, followed by 
that of their eldest child the Duke of Brittany. In 
both Paris and Madrid it was believed that the Duke 
of Orleans was sweeping away the royal family in 
order to secure the throne for himself, and it was 
asserted that neither the lives of Louis XIV. or 
Philip V. \vere safe. But these domestic afflictions 
only increased the determination of the allies to force 
from Philip an absolute renunciation of all clailns to 
the French throne. To this the Court of Spain 
offered an obstinate resistance, and during a great 
part of 1712 Louis had to elnploy alternately per- 
suasion and Inenaces to induce Philip to accede to 
his demands. On July 8th the Spanish nation \vas 
informed in a proclamation that their King had 
renounced all clailn to the French throne, and in 
December these renunciations of Philip were rati- 
fied by the Spanish Cortes. Somewhat naturally 
the English ministers desired that the States-General 
should ratify the French renunciations. But Louis 
regarded such a request as a personal insult, and 
T orcy wrote to Bolingbroke that" the Estates in 
France have nothing to do ,vith questions regarding 
the succession to the Cro\vn, they have not the 
power either to Inake or to abrogate the la\vs." It 
was indeed true that practically the States-General 
could hardly be said to exist. The sovereignty in 
France resided in the King alone, and all that Louis 
would concede was that the Parle1Jzellt of Paris 
should register the renunciations. In March, 17 1 3, 
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the renunciations of the Dukes of Berry and Orleans 
\vere solemnly registered by the Parle1Jlellt. The 
Spanish alnbassador in France was, ho\vever, finnly 
convinced that all these renunciations \vcrc \vorth- 
less, and that in the event of the death of the 
Dauphin, Philip V. would return to France. 
The question, too, of Bavaria required delicate 
handling. The ally of Louis, the Elector had lost 
his territories after Blenheim, and, after Malplaquet, 
he had been compelled to leave his government of 
the Spanish Netherlands and to fly into France. Re- 
stored in 171 I, he was recognised by Philip V. in 
1712 as hereditary sovereign of the Lo\v Countries. 
Maximilian's chances of being restored to Bavaria 
seemed indeed remote. lIe had been put to the ban 
of the Empire, and even Louis thought the recovery 
of Bavaria fron1 Austria \vas impossible. But the 
Elector o\ved his even tual restoration to the deter- 
mination of the Dutch not to allo\v any ally of Louis 
to reign over the Spanish Netherlands. 
Eventually, after much negotiation, the best 
solution of a difficult matter \vas found to lie in 
the restoration of Maximilian to his hereditary 
dominions. 
In February, 1714, a close alliance \vas formed bc- 
t\veen France and Bavaria, which remained unbroken 
for many years, and which resulted in the accession 
of Charles of Bavaria to the Imperial throne as 
Charles VI!., in 1742. 
On April 1 1,1713, the Peace of Utrecht was finally 
signed. To England France yielded N e\vfoundland, 
Acadia, and Hudson' s Bay, though she reserved Cape 
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Breton and her share in the fisheries of the coast. 
She also promised to dismantle Dunkirk and to 
recognise the Protestant Succession in England. 
She ,vas forced to see the firm establi6hment of Eng- 
land as a Mediterranean po\ver, and her dreams of 
dOlnination over Southern Europe dispelled. At the 
time of the Partition treaties, and again \vhen he 
accepted the vVill, Louis had definitely aimed at 
Inaking the Mediterranean into a Bourbon lake. 
But the English interests in the l\-Iediterranean Sea 
\vere very considerable. And not the least important 
results of the Spanish Succession \var \vere that Eng- 
land, obtained alnple securities for the interests \vhich 
she had already acquired in the lVlediterranean, and 
that Louis \vas compelled to relinquish schemes \vhich 
Napoleon a century later again attempted in vain to 
realise. \Vith regard to Holland, France agreed to the 
establishlnent of a Barrier, and to the cession of the 
Spanish Netherlands to Austria. She managed, ho,,-- 
ever, to regain Lille, Aire, Bethune, and Saint-Venant. 
\Vith Prussia there \vas little to settle. France recog- 
nised the royal title of the Elector, his rights over 
N eufchâtcl, and his possession of Upper Gucldcr- 
land. The King of Prussia on his part renounced 
all his claims on the principality of Orange, and on 
the lordships of Châlon and Châtel-Berlin in Franchc- 
Comté. France further recognised the claims of the 
Duke of Savoy to Sicily \vith the title of King. 
She restored to him Savoy and Nice, and it \vas 
agreed that if Philip's line failed, the House of 
Savoy should reign in Spain. Louis made no con- 
cealment of his delight at the conclusion of peace. 



1714] 


Peace. 


J 


401 


\V riting to Philip, he congratulates him on the fact 
that he \vas no,,, recognised, even by his enemies, as 
King of Spain, and d
clares that at one time he had 
never hoped for such a happy result of the' ,var. 
France had suffered severe defeats and. had been 
forced to make cessions to England, but these ces- 
sions \vere tnainly in America, and as a compensation 
she could look to the establishment of a Bourbon 
dynasty at lVladrid. Far different ,vere the feelings 
of Philip. Spain had lost heavily by the peace. 
Ii er possessions in Italy and the Netherlands \vere 
handed over to the Elnperor and to the Duke of 
Savoy, ,vhile England secured Gibraltar and IVIi- 
norca, and the Assiento or grant of the slave trade 
,vith Alnerica. She ,vas no\v shut out as it ,vere from 
the general life of Europe, and remained isolated 
behind the Pyrenees. This feeling of rage and dis- 
appointment explains Philip's delay in signing the 
treaties of peace ,vith England, Savoy, and Holland, 
and his deep-seated determination to reconquer on 
the first opportunity his lost possessions in Italy. 
But Spain was at this moment helpless, and Louis, 
determined to obtain peace, could al \vays secure 
Philip's obedience by threatening as a last resource 
to \vithdra\v the French troops from Spain. Though 
the Emperor stood out, he could do nothing \vithout 
his allies. Villars proved too strong for Eugène, 
took Landau and Freiburg, and on March 6, 17 1 4, 
the Peace of Rastadt bet\veen France and Austria 
\vas made, follo\ved by that of Baden bet,veen France 
and the Empire. Writing in February to l\'ladalne 
de l\Iaintenon, about the signature of the Peace of 
26 
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Rastadt, Louis had said: "I thought you \vould not 
be sorry to hear this good ne\vs a fe\v hours before 
the rest of the \vorld, but say nothing about it, only 
that Prince Eugène has returned to Rastadt, and that 
the conferences are going on again. I am sure of 
peace and rejoice at it \vith you. Let us thank God 
with all our hearts." 
By the treaties with the Elnperor and Empire, 
Louis secured the replacelnent of the Electors of 
Bavaria and Cologne in their territories; he kept 
Alsace and Strasburg, and the terms in the Peace of 
Ryswick \vith regard to the re-establishment of the 
Román Catholic faith in all his dominions \vere re- 
tained. The Emperor, on his part, agreed to accept 
the conclusions come to at Utrecht \vith regard to , 
his possessions of Naples, Sardinia, l\lilan, the Tuscan 
Ports and the Spanish Netherlands. He further 
agreed to the formation of a Barrier, and Louis 
recognised the erection of Hanover as an Electorate. 
Spain was not included in the above arrange- 
ments, and Philip felt deeply hurt that his grand- 
father should have made peace with the Elnperor 
\vithout cOlnpelling him to renounce the title of 
King of Spain. Till the death of Louis XIV. the 
relations between France and Spain \vere strained. 
The reforms of Amelot and Orri adtnirable though 
they \vere in many respects, had been accompanied 
by the appearance of a vast nun1ber of French finan- 
ciers and contractors in Spain. . Extortion had in- 
creased under the French system, and taxation had 
become heavier. The French agents of Louis had 
begun the \vork of financial and commercial re- 



1714] 


Peace. 


4 0 3 


organisation, but much ren1ained to be done. The 
French were unpopular at Madrid, and the death of 
Philip's brave Queen, IVlaria Louisa of Savoy, in 
February, 1714, followed by that of the Duke of 
Berry on rvlay 11th, only increased the hostile feeling 
against the French. The remaining surviving son of 
the Duke of Burgundy, a child of four, alone stood 
bet\veen Orleans and the succession, and it seemed 
quite possible that round him might rage, in the near 
future, a struggle between the two branches of the 
Bourbon family. 
Philip hÌ1nself \vas determined to break through 
his renunciations and, though not to unite France 
and Spain under the same head, to place thetn in 
the hands of the same branch of the House of Bour- 
bon. Suspicious of Orleans, he demanded that the 
Dauphin should be put under his o\vn care, and that 
in the event of Louis' death the I{egency should be 
confided to him. But Louis absolutely refused to 
listen to Philip's schelnes for the abrogation of the 
renunciations. The death of Anne had thro\vn the 
government of England into the hands of the Whigs, 
\vho, as Louis believed, desired an excuse for re- 
opening the struggle. Apart from a question of 
policy, Torcy assures us that Louis \vas sincere in 
his determination not to break pledges solenlnly 
given. But an event soon occurred \vhich ended for 
a time the influence of France upon Spain. The 
marriage of Philip to Elizabeth Farnese brought \vith 
it the fall of the Princesse des U rsins in December, 
17 1 4, and gave an intimation to the world that Spain 
\vas prepared to act independently of France. As 
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the Princesse des U rsins "passed the mountains," 
,,"rites T\Ir. Armstrong, in his Life of Elizabetll 
Farl/cse, U the Pyrenees recovered their existence, 
and Spain and France \vere separate." \Vhatever had 
been her faults, the Princesse had on the \vhole used 
her talents in the service of France. It is not too 
much to say it \vas greatly due to her agency that 
the influence of the Gra1ld Jlollarque \,'as exercised 
in varying degrees in Spain for some fifteen years. 
She ,,"as seen at her best \vhen \,'orking \vith Amelot, 
\vhose \,'isdom and discretion held her quick and 
jealous telnper in check. Ahvays governed by am- 
bition, ah\"ays jealous of any diminution of her 
po\ver, she fell from a position almost unique in the 
history of modern European monarchies through 
,vant of tact and loss of temper. Louis ,vas un- 
usually fortunate in his agents, but he rarely ",'as 
served ,,"ith greater ability than by the celebrated 
Princesse des U rsins. 1 
Her return to Versailles proved to be only the 
prelude of her exile. The celebrated friendship be- 
t\veen her and ì\Iadame de Maintenon had long since 
cooled, and moreover she and the Duke of Orleans 
\vere Inortal foes. \Vhen the latter heard of her 
probable arrival, he proposed at once to go to Paris, 
since, as he himself declared, he \vould not ans\ver for 
himself should they Ineet. :\Iadame de l\Iaintenon 
promptly recognised the necessity of getting rid of 
her former friend. After a short stay at Versailles 


1 
Ir. Armstrong in his Life of Elizabeth Farllese gives a graphic 
description of the condition of Spain at the end of the Spanish 
Succession \y ar
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and several intcrvic\vs ,,"ith the king at l\Iarly, it ,vas. 
clearly intiinated to the unfortunate and heart-broken 
\voman that though Louis \vould grant her a pension, 
she \vould do \vell to reside in Italy. After remain- 
ing in Genoa SOlne years, she established herself in 
Rome, and there spent the rest of her life among 
strangers far a\vay from the France that she loved 
and had served so ,yell. To her constant \vatchful- 
ness and untiring energy the Bourbons o\ved their 
possession of Spain. 
After the peace of Utrecht ,vas signed, Louis de- 
voted himself to the completion of the policy \vhich 
since 171 I he had set himself to carry out-the po- 
liticalunion and the dynastic separation of the crowns 
of France and Spain. And this policy ,vas one ,vhich 
after the storn1Y scenes of the Regency con11nended 
itself to statesmen in both countries and influenced 
the destinies of two nations do\vn to the Re\To- 
lution. 
A close union bet\veen France and Spain-Louis 
had said-\vas necessary for the benefit of both. 
Each kingdoin should, ho\vever, govern itself accord- 
ing to its usages and customs, and remain indepen- 
dent of foreign intervention. Thus the jealousy of 
hostile Europe \vould be unable to find any ground 
for asserting that Spain ,vas the creature of France. 
But Louis had not before his death secured even the 
partial adhesion of Spain to this policy \"ithout ex- 
periencing grave difficulties, and the political union 
between the t\vo countries \\'as in danger of shíp
 
\\'reck during the meeting of the Congress of Utrecht. 
Louis desired peace. He ,,-as old, and France ,,-as 
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exhausted. I I e \vas convinced that she could not 
\vithstand another European attack. I Ie \vas d.l1xious 
to hand do\vn to his successors France at peace and 
,vith her borders extended. And no sooner had the 
Peace of Utrecht been made than his desire to keep 
that peace became ovenvhelmingly strong. Honour 
forbade that the renunciations should be broken. 
The close union of France and Spain depended on 
the strict adhesion to the tenllS of peace. 
Philip on the other hand ,vas young. He o\ved 
his throne to the national feeling in Spain against 
the dismemberment of the monarchy. He ,vas the 
founder of a ne,v dynasty. Ho\v could he, then, be 
expected, before he had been on the throne of his 
adopted country twelve years, to consent to a serious 
and disgraceful partition? He had during the long 
\var been almost miraculously saved tin1e after time 
from absolute ruin. \V ould he not be justified in 
trusting to Providence to cover the plans of his ene- 
mies ,vith confusion? Spain had actually suffered 
less than France. She ,vas less exhausted, less 
denuded of n1en, less impoverished. As to the re- 
nunciations, Philip regarded them as only extorted 
by force and only made to be broken. The authority 
of Louis XIV. alone cOlllpelled the unwilling agree- 
Inent of Philip to the partitions and to the denuncia- 
tions. No sooner ,vas L,ouis dead than the schemes 
of Alberoni and Elizabeth Farnese expressed the 
real \vishes of the Spanish lZing, and for a time 
checked that union between the two monarchies 
\\'hich it had been the object of Louis XIV. to bring 
about. 



1115] 


Peace. 


4 0 j 


1'hc history of the last fifteen years of the reign 
of Louis XIV. Inust ever be regarded as the most 
remarkable in his life, so far as he himself is con- 
cerned. At no period did Louis sho,v more energy 
and vitality; at no period ,vas his influence more 
strongly felt, at no period \vas his personality n10re 
generally recognised. 
During the years from 1702 to 1708 and from 1712 
to 1715, the Court life proceeded pretty much on its 
old lines. The young Duchess of Burgundy did her 
best to direct the gaieties of the courtiers. She took 
part in the hunting and riding expeditions, in the 
cOlnedies and fêtes. And at the end of 1707 ,,'e find 
the Court assembled at Marly and the Duchess 
arranging entertainments to divert the King and 
Queen of England. The victory of Almanza gave, 
perhaps, some justification for these festivitie
. But 
the King, old and austere, took little part in any 
Court gaieties, and though IVladan1e de Maintenon 
sOlnetimes arranged comedies to an1use him, and 
though at the beginning of 1708 he appeared at some 
Inasques, it \vas ahvays difficult to distract him from 
serious considerations. From 1708 to 1712 the Court 
became sombre and saddened. These \vere the 
years of disasters abroad, followed by attempts on 
the part of the allies to make peace on terms humili- 
ating to France; these \vere the years \vhen famine 
and misery stalked through the country, and \vhen 
death visited the royal family. The gaiety of the 
Duchess of Burgundy came suddenly to an end 
\"hen her husband, blamed for his share in the disas- 
trous calnpaign of 1708, returned to be attacked by a 
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tnalignant and badly informed public opinion. In 
the spring of 171 I the death of the Dauphin filled 
the whole Court vlith dismay, \vhich gave \vay to 
absolute despair \vhen the Duchess of Burgundy, 
her husband, and her eldest son, the Duke of Brit- 
tany, were carried off early in 1712. The \vhole of 
France was dazed and over\vhelmed \vith grief. The 
hopes of " the Burgundy party," \vhich on the death 
of the Dauphin had turned their eyes towards Caln- 
brai, in anticipation of the accession of the young 
Du.ke of Burgundy, \vere dashed to the ground. The 
political life of Fénelon \vas finished, and \vith the 
death of Burgundy passed a\vay the best chance ever 
offered to the House of Bourbon of preventing a 
future revolution by strengthening their hold on 
their people by \vise and timely reforms. " \Ve have 
no longer a Court," \vrote 1\1adame de Maintenon; 
"all those \vho \vere its ornaments have disappeared." 
During these years of terrible disasters abroad and 
of heartrending misfortunes \vithin his own family, 
Louis sho\ved a marvellous control over himself. 
He felt his afflictions, says Saint-Simon, and could 
not restrain his tears before his ministers and once 
before Villars. But he sho\ved undoubted courage in 
the cahn and dignified \vay in \vhich he faced mis- 
fortune. He preserved, as a rule, the same ilnpassive 
exterior \vhen good ne\vs, such as the success of the 
negotiations for peace, had been conveyed to him. 
This self-control, \vhich he first learnt to exercise 
during the struggle ,,'ith Condé and the Fronde, 
never left him, and continued to the end of his 
life. 
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Saint-SiInon's description of Louis' courage under 
adversity is \vell kno\vn. Ovenvhehned ,vith his 
country's misfortunes and his domestic griefs, the 
old King sho\ved throughout a constancy and a 
strength of will \vhich surprised all ,vho kne\v him. 
His constant trust that the future \vould bring him 
good fortune, his unshaken courage, his \visdom-it 
,vas such qualities as these, says the Court historian, 
\vhich gained for him the admiration of Europe and 
for \vhich he deserved the name of Great. 
It \vas not till 1712 that the Court shook off its 
gloom. Peace \vas in sight and Villars' victory at 
Denain in July, 171 I had saved France from invasion 
and had retrieved the national honour. Peace 
restored many nobles to Versailles, and till the 
death of Louis the Court becalnc again brilliant and 
gay. After four years of restraint a reaction natu- 
rally set in, and the last three years of Louis' reign 
form a prelude, so far as the Court \vas concerned, to 
the days of the Regency. 
J list as at the Restoration of Charles 11. so in J 7 12 
disasters and a period of constraint ,vere succeeded 
by an outburst of immorality. Gambling increased, 
scandals multiplied. Madame de Maintenon ,vas 
fully alive to this state of things, but \vas quite unable 
to check it. lIer position \vas indeed assured, and 
the troops of place hunters still believed that her 
authority \vas paramount. She interviewed the min- 
ist<:rs and to SaIne extent guided their counsels; she 
\yas treated as Queen by the King's regin1ent; it was 
said +:hat Louis had appointed her to be H..egent on 
his death. But she \vas too fully occupied with 
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guarding Louis from all trouble and annoyance to 
be able to exert an energetic influence in favour of a 
refonnation of Inorals. 
Though Louis ,vas rapidly approaching his end 
his political activity ,vas still remarkable. He ,vas 
determined before his death to carry out the terms 
of the peace of Utrecht ,vith regard to the Spanish 
monarchy, and by careful arrangements \vith refer- 
ence to the Regency on his death to leave France 
and Spain at peace. In accordance ,vith these reso- 
lutions Louis sent Ber\vick to Catalonia to aid Philip 
in reducing Barcelona, and in spite of the sympathy 
sho\\7n to the revolted Catalans by the Emperor and 
by England Louis carried out his intention. The 
fall of Barcelona on September 13, 1714, marked the 
end of the Catalan revolt. Philip ,vas anxious to 
proceed to severities, but Louis urged moderation 
and clemency. He ,vas \villing that the ,valls of 
Barcelona should be razed to the ground, and that 
the ,,,hole country should be forced to accept the 
la,vs of Castille, but he strongly advised that the 
Catalans should be allo\ved to enjoy their n1unicipal 
privileges, and that a courageous people should not 
be treated \vith useless inhumanity. Majorca and 
I vica \vere conquered in tI
e follo,ving spring, and 
Louis could rest satisfied that, in spite of the obstacles 
placed in his ,yay by the Austrians and English, the 
Elnperor had lost all influence in Catalonia and in 
the Balearic Islands, and that Philip ,vas n1aster of 
, 
his dominions. ,- IIis next task \vas to leave the 1\\'0 
branches of the Bourbon House in amity, and to 
provide for the succession. 1"'0 effect this Philip and 
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Orlcans Blust be reconciled. The SUspICIon that 
Orleans had ainlcd at succeeding Philip, if the latter 
,vas dethroned, had never been removed, and it re- 
quired much tact and correspondence to bring about 
a reconciliation.' But Philip never ,vavered in his 
resolve to secure control over the Dauphin, and, if he 
died, the eventual succession to France. And this 
determination ran counter to Louis' dispositions. In 
July, 1714, he had given lVlaine and Toulouse the 
position of Princes of the Blood, and a little later he 
had left the Regency to Orleans in conformity ,vith 
his rights of birth and the spirit of the late treaties. 
The education of the young Louis ,vas to be placed 
in the hands of Fleury, Bishop of Frèjus, ,vhile the 
Duke of Maine ,vas to be his guardian, Villeroy his 
governor, and Le Tellier his confessor. 
In this l11anner had Louis by the time of his death 
settled the important political questions ,vhich re- 
quired immediate solution. But the intrigues of the 
Spanish party made it quite clear that on Louis' 
death the Regent ,vould have grave difficulties ,vith 
Spain. I"ouis' o,vn predilections \yere in favour of 
the Duke of Maine, and it is to his credit that he did 
not pernlit himself to make grave political blunders 
in order to satisfy his o\vn personal ,vishes. 
France could, on the ,vhole, look back on the ,var 
of the Spanish Succession, and on the settlement of 
Utrecht ,vith satisfaction. The system established 
by the peace of 'Vestphalia ,vould, in the opinion of 
Europe, have been overthro,vn had the cro\\'n of 
Spain been united to that of France or Austria. And 
it \vas that conviction \vhich ,vas ans\verable for the 
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,val' of eleven years. I'he coalition uf 1701 and the 
prelin1inaries of peace signed in London in 171 I 
(October) averted these two dangers. French blood 
had been spilt in Gern1any and on the banks of the 
Rhine fron1 1702 to 1708, in Italy and Provence from 
1701 to 1707, in the Lo,v Countries froln 1701 to 
17 12 , and in Spain from 1701 to 1714. In spite of 
her disasters, the position of France ,vas very differ- 
ent in 1714 fro In ,vhat it had been in 1648. No one 
then could have foreseen her steady development 
and consistent territorial aggrandisenlent. She had 
secured by the treaty of the Pyrenees Artois and 
Roussillon and many other important places, by 
the treaty of Aix-Ia-Chapelle a portion of Flanders, 
by the treaty of Nimeguen :Franche-CoInté, by the 
treaty of Rys,vick the rest of Alsace and Strasburg. 
The systeIn inaugurated at 1\1 ünster and Osnabrück 
in 1648 had proved successful. The theory of the 
balance of po,ver had been kept diligently before 
their eyes by all statesmen, and the pacification at 
Utrecht ,vas the triutnph of that theory. 
\Vhile Spain ,vas left entirely independent, her 
territories in Italy and Flanders ,vere given to the 
Emperor and to Savoy. Austria herself ,vas checked 
by the two rising po\vers of Savoy and Prussia, the 
latter of \vhom ,vas destined to succeed France in 
the position of defender of the German liberties. 
Louis' error in atten1pting to enrich hilnself at the 
expense of the EInpire had resulted in the enhance. 
ment of the po,ver antI prestige of the Emperor. At 
,one tin1e, ,vhen the allies refused to make peace at 
the Hague and Gertruydenberg, it had seemed likely 
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that the European equilibrium ,vould be endangered 
if not destroyed by the partial annihilation of the 
French po\ver. Europe ,vas saved from this calamity 
by the heroism of Louis hi111self, by his regard for the 
honour and ,velfare of his people, by his keen sense 
of ,vhat ,vas expected from the royal po\ver. His 
indo111itable energy during Inisfortune 'vas backed 
up by the devoted zeal of his Ininisters, by the skill 
of his ambassadors, and especially by the prudence 
of Torey. The fall of the \Vhigs in 1710, followed by 
the dismissal of Marlborough and the death of Joseph 
I., each in its turn contributed to bring the leading 
European ministers to take a stateslnanlike view of 
the situation. The untiring efforts of Louis during 
these last days of the \var \vere adlnirably seconded 
by the brilliant successes of Villars. .l\t Utrecht, 
Louis received thc re\vard of his labours. He ob- 
tained terms far Inorc favourable than those offered at 
Gertruydenberg, and hc had the satisfaction of feel- 
ing that he had preserved not only the integrity of 
his kingdom, but French nationality itself. During 
these years the inti111ate connection subsisting be- 
twecn thc Monarch and the people receives ample 
illustration, \vhile the general conviction that the 
sovereign \vas the incarnation of his subjects was of 
vital importance, and its thorough acceptance by the 
French nation colours and explains their attitude dur- 
ing the \vhole of the Spanish Succession war. IIad 
France been governed in that critical year of 17 0 9 
by any other than a monarchical system, she \vould 
have suffered serious territorial loss, and would have 
been left humiliated, dis111elnbered, and ruined. 
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From that fate Louis had saved her, and at the end 
of the war he had added a page to her history \vhich, 
if in many respects an ovcr\vhehningly pathetic and 
painful one, will at any rate be relnembered among 
the most glorious in her history. 
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CHAPTER XV. 


THE END. 


17 1 4- 1 7 1 5. 


RANCE after the conclusion of 
the peace of Utrecht ,vas, com- 
pared ,vith most European 
countries, in a strong position. 
She had undoubtedly suffered 
enormously from the calami- 
ties of the \var, and \vas much 
exhausted. 
By the terms of the treaty 
of Utrecht, she had lost consid- 
erably, especially in the colonies. Tournai, Menin, 
Y pres, and Furnes had been ceded in the North, 
Exiles and Fenestrelles in the Alp
. But Artois, 
Roussillon, Franche-Comté, Alsace, and Flanders 
remained to her, and Lorraine \vas almost within 
her grasp. Compared with her position in 1643, she 
had achieved an enormous territorial extension. 
415 
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Her prestige \vas little if at all diminished; she had 
again sho\vn herself invincible. She had defended 
herself against a terrible Teutonic onslaught, during 
,vhich struggle the question of the Spanish Succes- 
sion had lost itself in the reappearance of the old 
rivalry bet\veen the French Bourbons and the Aus- 
trian Hapsburgs. Though the balance of po\ver in the 
IvIediterranean ,vas preserved, France had succeeded 
in carrying out the principal aim of her policy. She 
had placed a Bourbon on the Spanish throne and 
had kept him there. 
No doubt the allies \vere perfectly justified, in 
1701, in attacking France and Spain by land and by 
sea. Though French historians delight in pointing 
out that as Philip relllained on the Spanish throne 
the desolating \var of 1701-1712 ,vas useless, it lnust 
be remelnbered that the political condition of Europe 
in 17 I 2 ,vas very different froln ,vhat it ,vas in 170 I. 
In 1701 Louis XIV.'s po\ver ,vas not only still 
unbroken, and his schelnes of aggrandisement still 
vast, but Philip ,vas his nominee and instrument. 
In 1712 Louis' power had been brought very lo\\r, 
he had relinquished all schemes of aggression, and 
Philip had sho\vn hilllself independent of his grand- 
father. His renunciations, and his adoption of an 
independent attitude to\vards France, coincided ,vith 
the accession of Charles VI. to the Imperial throne 
and \vith the failure of the allies in Spain. 
The Spanish po\ver had been destroyed in Italy, 
and the Lo\v Countries had been handed over to 
Austria. "Bourbonism" had received a check and 
its power of aggression \vas for the time minimised. 
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The Grand Alliance, in its earlier stages, \vas per- 
fectly justifiable, but frotn 1707, the date of the cele- 
brated \Vhig Resolution, the allies began to deviate 
from the path \vhich they had chosen in I70I. Ijke 
the coalition of 1793 their object fron1 I 707 \va
 to 
reduce I-;'rance to the rank of a second rate po\\'er. 
Each of the allies \vas bent on territorial acquisitions 
though the balance of power continued to be the 
pretext of hostility. It ,vas not till the Tories under 
Bolingbroke and Harley came into office in 1710, 
that the ne\v policy inaugurated by the Whigs ,vas 
repudiated. The treaty of Utrecht ,vas then made. 
'fhe ne\v European position taken up by England in 
1688, and the extraordinary gro\vth of her po\ver 
and resources, had been one of the l11ain causes of 
the disasters to the French anl1Ìes; the retirement 
of England from the 'var ,vas the principal cause of 
the French success at Denain, her victories against 
the Emperor, and the ll1aintenance of her position 
in Europe in 1715. And the results of the \var. 
while they satisfied the honour of France, ,vere in- 
valuable to Spain and to England. 
France o\ved her safety not a little to Spain her- 
self. The allies had found it iIl1possible to succeed 
in face of the patriotism of the Castilians, and after 
Almanza and Villa Viciosa the Spanish resistance 
\vas of the uÌInost value to France. I-Iencefonvard, 
Spain having passed through the fire of adversity, 
had to be reckoned \vith as a European po\ver. The 
great qualities of the Spanish race had sho\vn them- 
selves; Spain gained by losing her ou tIying prov- 
inces, and a veritable renaissance took place under 
27 
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the Alberonis, Ripperdas, and others, cuhninating in 
the reign of Charles I II. In saving Spain from the 
House of Hapsburg, Louis XIV. had done much for 
the balance of po\ver. Though" Bourbonism " be- 
came the terror of misguided English statesmen, 
there \vas surely something to be said for an alliance 
between the Bourbons of France, Spain, and Italy, 
as a counterpoise on the one hand to the Teutonic 
peoples, and on the other to the gro\ving Slav in- 
fluence. There \vas never any real danger of the 
Pyrenees ceasing to exist, and Louis' solution of 
the greatest international puzzle of the seventeenth 
century \vas, after the \var of the Spanish Succession, 
recognised to be the only possible one. If there 
\vas any real danger of a universal monarchy, that 
danger in the early years of the eighteenth century 
caIne rather from Vienna than from Paris. 
France too o\ved a deep debt to her o\vn people. 
In spite of the unpatriotic conduct of the inhabi- 
tants of the Cevennes, in spite of the complaints of 
Fénélon and of Vauban, the nation as a \vhole had 
loyally supported the government. After Malpla- 
quet Villars had not suffered any reproaches, but 
\vas aIlo\ved to persevere and to \vin victories at 
Denain and Landau. France lastly o\v
d much 
of her success to her able diplomatists, \vho had 
\vatched her interests \vith extraordinary skill and 
success. 
But though Louis bequeathed the tradition of a 
brilliant and successful foreign policy to his succes. 
SOl'S, he left to succeeding generations in France a 
religious legacy, 'which proved the source of much 
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trouble and confusion. The revocation of the Edict 
of Nantes had been carried out and the reduction of 
the Cevennes during the latter ,var had removed 
any further danger froIn the Huguenots. But the 
] ansenists reInained a strong party, including, as they 
did, many of the clergy and magistrates and \vell-to- 
do bourgeois. ] ansenism it had been said reached 
even to the throne of the King. This division in 
the Gallican Church bet\veen Jesuitism and] ansen- 
isn1 \vas regarded by the government ,vith disfavour 
on account of the political side of ] ansenism. Every 
opponent of the existing state of things naturally 
sided ,vith that party which professed independence 
of thought, and opposition to extreme centralisatiol1. 
Louis had always regarded the J ansenists ,,-ith sus- 
picion. He kne\v they did not see the necessity of 
absolute union in both religion and politics, he sus- 
pected that they desired provincial liberties, the free- 
dOln of the Church from state control, and more 
po\ver for the aristocracy. He \vas himself consid- 
erably influenced in religious matters by Le Tellier, 
the successor of Père La Chaise, and Le Tellier ,vas 
a hard intolerant Jesuit. 
There is no doubt that the] esuits took advantage 
of the King's dislike of any tendency to divide the 
nation into t\VO hostíIe camps; they exaggerated 
the independence of the] ansenist opinions and their 
factious designs; they accused them of being the 
enemies of all authority \vhether residing in the Pope 
or in Bishops or even in Kings; they accused them, 
moreover, of trying to secure for Orleans the succes.. 
sion to the throne. Louis was thoroughly alarmed. 
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l-Ie probably thought that the J ansenists and II ugue- 
nots ,vere equally heretics, and he believed that unless 
severe measures ,vere at once taken his successor 
,vould find on his accession that a civil ,yar ,vas on 
the point of breaking out. 
lVladame de Maintenon, many of ,vhose friends 
,vere J ansenists, ,vas distracted by her fears and 
doubts. De N oaill es, the Archbishop of Paris, \\ras 
himself a lllod erate Jan senist, and had seen much of 
l\1adame de Maintenon. But the Jesuit faction ,vas 
unrelenting. In 1705 a Bull_froln Clement XI. de- 
stroyed the Peace of Clement IX. (1668) and pro- 
claimed the heretical nature of the Jansenist 
opinions; in 1710 Louis ordered the destruction of 
Port Royal, _,vhich
vas rase..i...to the grouE-d. Not 
content with this success, his advisers determined to 
obtain a condemnation of the doctrines contained 
in Quesnel's Reflex'ions 1/lorales sur Ie NOlt1/eau Testa- 
11lCnt, a book published in ló95, strongly recom- 
mended by De N oailles and other bishops, and very 
popular in France. 
In 1713 Clement XI. 'vas induced by the Jesuits 
to issue the famous Bull Ul'lzgellitus in ,vhich he ex- 
plicitly condemned 101 propositions taken from 
Quesnel's book. To accomplish this result pressure 
of the most illegitimate kind had been brought to 
bear on the Pope. When the French envoy asked 
Clement later ,vhy he had condemned such an odd 
number, the latter replied, seizing his arm and burst- 
ing into tears: "O! 1\1. Amelot, 1\1. Amelot, ,,,hat 
,vould you have had me to do? I strove hard to cur- 
tail the list, but Father Le Tellier had pledged him- 
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self to the King that the book contained more 
than a hundred errors, and \vith his foot on my 
throat he compelled me to prove him right. I have 
condemned only one more." I 
Not even at Rome had theological hatred been 
carried to a like extent, and the blame for these pro.. 
ceedings must be shared by Louis, lVladalne de 
l\Iaintenon, and l...e T eHier. The effects of this Bull 
\vere most disastrous. De N oailles and eight 
bishops refused to accept it, and were supported by 
the Parle11ZCllt of Paris and Inany of the most intelli- 
gent of Frenchmen. Louis refused to yield or to 
adopt a neutral attitude, and insisted on regarding 
the opposition to the Bull as opposition to his 
o\vn authority. A cruel persecution of the \vell-to- 
do and orderly classes at once took place, 0,000 of 
\vhom 
e said to have suffered, and the result of 
perhaps the saddest episode in the lives of Louis and 
of l\Iadame de l\Iaintenon \vas that up to the Revo- 
lution the nation remained divided into two hostile 
camps. 
In passing judgment on the general character of 
Louis' rule and its effects upon France, it must 
ahvays be remembered that his rule ,vas popular. 
France had from the beginning of her history sho\vn 
a strong inclination for a monarchial fonn of govern- 
ment, and just as she had \velcomed the rule of 
IIenry IV. as a relief from the civil \vars, so she 
gladly preferred the despotism of Louis XIV. to any 
further ruinous attempts to secure a semi-constitu- 


1 For an impartial account of the struggle between the Jesuits and 
J ansenists, see Rocquain, L'es/,rit Rlvoluli{l/UlÍ/ {' A 'i"mll la Rér/dutÏtJ1l.. 
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tional régime. In a long reign such as ,vas that of 
Louis, it is an easy matter to find subjects for 
criticislTI. 
Perhaps, however, the portion of his life for \vhich 
the least allo\vance ,vill be made, is the period be- 
t\veen his mother's death in 1667 and his lTIarriagc 
to l\ladame de Maintenon. In these years the Inost 
successful and, from a military point of vie\v, the 
tnost glorious of his reign, his private life, unlike 
that of Justinian, was often open to severe criticisln. 
I Ie seems to have thought he could fly in the face 
of even the lo,v moral standard of the day, and not 
only elnulate, but surpass the conduct of Charles II. 
of England. Freed from his mother's control, Louis 
plunged into a course of life \vhich continued till the 
death of l'vlaria Theresa. In 1671 he appeared in 
public driving \vith Madatne de l\Iontespan and 
Louise de la Vallière. Such conduct on the part of 
one \vho held a prominent position in Europe had 
very evil effects, and before long every Gernldn 
princeling had his Versailles and his mistresses. 
Carried a\vay by his successes, and by the extrava- 
gant adulation of a brilliant Court, Louis appears to 
have tho ug ht tha t he ,vas ab Q ve cri tic isln . During 
this period of his career his political nlistakes 
(though often disastrous) ,vcrc the natural result of 
over-confidence or bad advice, and to some extent 
could be excused on the ground of youth and inex- 
penence. 
The non-acceptance of the Dutch tenns, follo,vcd 
by the release of the Dutch prisoners, ,vere blunders 
\vhich \vere redeemed by the brilliant campaigns of 
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Turenne, and the territorial acquisitions made at the 
peace of Nimeguen. The success which attended 
Louis' RéuJlioll policy, and the preposterous claims 
\vith \vhich he justified that policy, need not astonish 
a generation ,vhich has follo\ved the policy of France 
in Africa and in the far East during the XIXth 
century. But the truce of Ratisbon ,vas a most 
unfortunate blunder, and can with difficulty be ex- 
plained. Louis was at that time intent on the con- 
struction of Versailles, he had acquired a brilliant 
European position, he \vas the n10st adtnired and 
envied Inonarch in Europe. He probably thought 
that the Netherlands \vere \vithin his grasp, and that 
the hostility of the Emperor \vas of little account. 
Nevertheless the truce of H.atisbon \vas an error, the 
consequences of \vhich \\'ere most serious. 
The revocation QJ t he Ed ict of N antes, the attack 
on Philipsburg in 1688, and the devastation of the 
Palatinate in 1689 are the great blots in the reign to 
\vhich Inost historians naturally turn. All of these 
have been fully discussed in previous chapters. Each 
brought its o\vn retribution during the Spanish Suc- 
cession \\'ar. France in her need sadly missed the 
Incn \vho \vould have been the flo\ver of her troops, 
she realised \vhat the revolution of 1688 had done 
for England, and she experienced the undying hos- 
tility of the Germans, anxious to avenge the devas- 
tated l{'hineland. 
\Vhen 'we approach the Spanish Succession ,var 
\ve are at once in a land \vhere confusion \vorse con- 
founded seeins to reign. 1\10st \vriters find that 
l"ouis' intention of placing Philip on the Spanish 
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throne ,vas in itself tnonstrous, and ,vas the cause of 
the long \var \vhich proved so disastrous to France. 
In a previous chapter it has been sufficiently sho,\'n 
that the actual acceptance of the \Vill ,vas not in 
itself a misfortune for the \vorld, but that it probably 
offered to Europe the best solution of the difficult 
Spanish Succession question. _Thc \var ,vas caused ' 
by Louis' extraordinary \vant of tnoderation in face 
of a highly excited state of feeling in Europe. I f he 
had not reserved Philip's right to the French throne, 
if he had not seized the barrier to\VI1S, if in a word 
he had faithfully carried out the treaty of Rys\vick 
and had not taken up an aggressive attituJe, it is 
very probable that the \Var Inight have been averted. 
By bringing on his country through these ill-con- 
sidered and rash acts a devastating '''dr, Louis in- 
flicted on France an injury altnost cOin parable to 
that caused by the revocation of the Edict of N antes, 
and in consequence on his death he left France un- 
conquered indeed, but ovenvhchned by the Iniseries 
entailed upon her by the long \vars, and froln \vhich 
she did not recover before the Revolution. lIe left 
behind hinl, too, a legacy of discontent \vhich proved 
in the end fatal to his family. 
All these 111isfortunes Inight have been averted by 
a wise policy at the tÎ1ne of the acceptance of the 
\Vill. But the feeling of over\,?eening pride and his 
exaggerated self-confidence, ,,"hich in 1672 and in 
1684 had been so strongly in evidence, seeln again 
to have possessed Louis. No sooner did he ,,,in 
some great success than he appeared to lose all sense 
of model at ion, and t hc po\\'cr lIf seeing things as they 
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,vere. Prosperity brought ,,'ith it apparently an 
aggressive spirit and for the tilne eliminated all wise 
counsels. On the other hand, no sooner do danger 
and difficulties arise than the real heroism of the man 
appears, and \ve at oncc understand the influence 
that he \vielded for so many years. The appoint- 
ment of Chalnillard \vas unpardonable and Louis' 
belief that he, at his age, could correct his minister's 
blunders, direct silnultaneous operations \vith success 
in Flanders, on the Rhine, in Italy or in Spain, be- 
sides organising-the \vhole of the Spanish govern- 
ment, fills us \vith ,vander. All through his reign 
the feeling of adlniration at his energy, his con
cien- 
tiousness, his labours, his devotion to his country, 
his influence on 111en as \videly different in their 
tastes an d abili ty 
 \vere Bolingbroke and Villars, 
Saint-Simon and Bossuet, contend \vith the feeling 
of amazement at _the pettiness of sOlne of his acts, 
at his rcligious bigotry, at the influencc of the Court 
over his choice of generals, at his preference for 
Villeroy to Villars, at his suspicions of Turenne. 
Had Louis been content to devote his whole ener- 
gies to the territorial extension of France, to the expan- 
sion of her colonies, and the increase of her trade, pos- 
teritymighthaveaccused hin1 of alnbition,and blanled 
hiln for his vast expenditure. Such a line of policy 
\vould, ho\vever, in his case have been excusable, fur 
his interest in diplolnacy was great, and his fondness 
of Inilitary operations excessive. He could, too, have 
found SOine justification in the siinilarity of his o""n 
vie\vs \vith those of most of his su bjects, and he could 
ahvays point out that in diplolnacy and in "'ar, France 
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held during his reign a leading position in Europe. 
But from the date of his marriage \vith Madanle de 
l\Iaintenon, his resolution to lead a sober and severe 
life synchronises \vith a determination not to rest sat- 
isfied \\?ith a policy which had brought his country 
glory and territory, but to plunge into the labyrinth 
of religious controversies and to root out of France 
all opinions \vhich did not agree with those held by 
himself and his spiritual advisers. Naturally igno- 
rant, all his ignorance and all his intellectual defi- 
ciences \vere at once revealed in a strong light as soon 
as he allo\ved himself to be influenced by a number 
of unstatesmanlike ecclesiastics, and encouraged by 
a narro\v-lninded enthusiast like IYladame de 1Iain- 
tenon. 
There is not a touch of greatness in L.ouis' reli- 
gious policy. That he 'vas seriously religious there 
is no reason to doubt. "Father," he once said to 
l\Iassillon after the tennination of his first course at 
Versailles, "I have listened in my chapel to tnany great 
preachers, and I have been very \vell satisfied \vith 
theln ; but as often as I hear you, I aln very ill satis- 
fied \vith myself." But Louis' religious policy teelns 
\vith ignorance, vindictiveness, and short-sighted- 
ness. Afte.r 1704 even Massillol1 "ras excluded frotn 
Court favour, o\ving to his supposed inclination to 
J ansenism. The interests of France \vere ignored, 
lneasures utterly un-Christian and cruel \vere adopted, 
and the country ""as left rent and torn by religious 
divisions. 
But in his attitude to Europe, Louis' greatness is 
distinctly recognized. Though he left France at 
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,var with herself over a religious question, he could 
at any rate rest satisfied that before he died \vestern 
Europe ,vas at peace. .!Ie was in all his political 
and diplomatic relations a great King. His designs 
\vere n1agnificent, and his appreciation of the true 
policy of France was, as a rule, correct. In his later 
years, during the Spanish Succession \var, his great- 
ness ,vas more than ever apparent, and \vas ackno\vl- 
edged by English statesmen. The tragic incidents 
of his declining years only serve to bring out more 
distinctly his better and greater qualities. 
Louis' mistakes, serious though they ,vere, did 
not prevent his rule from conferring real benefits 
on France. The establishlnent of an orderly, \vell. 
organised government rescued the country from the 
chaos \vhich characterised the Fronde period, and 
launched her on a career of prosperity \vhich the long 
\vars could only temporarily check. Throughout 
the length and breadth of the land the la\v reigned 
suprelne. Feudal anarchy becalne ilnpossiblc, and 
po\verful nobles \vith great local influence ceased 
to exist in any part of France. The centralised 
adIninistration \vhich was established under the au- 
thority of the I(ing \vorked its \vill unfettered by 
the States- General, the Partelllcllts, the nobility, or 
any local bodies. At the Revolution this theory of 
a centralised administration ,vas adopted by the 
J acobins, and the systeln of Louis XIV. \vas not 
only adhered to but developed. 
And this centralising tendency ,vas only the 
natural outcome of the gradual develoPlnent of 
France. She had been built up by the annexation 
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of ou tlying territories, each of ,vhich was allo\ved to 
retain its privileges and customs. Thus Artois, 
Brittany, Burgundy, Languedoc, and Provence re- 
tained their own provincial estates on Louis' acces- 
sion, and not unfrequently by these estates a very 
independent attitude ,vas assulned. There seen1S 
little doubt that it ,vas for the benefit of France and 
for the increase of her influence that the political 
independence of these provincial estates should be 
temporarily suspended by the gro\vth of the King's 
absolute authority. Union and centralisation ,vere 
demanded by the geographical position of France. 
In a silnilar manner all independent life in the cities 
disappeared. J 11 most of the Inunicipalities corrup- 
tion 'vas COlnmon and the government inefficient. 
Louis' tneasures ,vere, unfortunately more in the direc- 
tion of abolition than of r
form, and the net result 
\vas that all interest felt by the citizens in the gov- 
ernment of the to\vns \vas destroyed. But as a com- 
pensation, the systeln of guilds \vas broken do\vn, 
industries were organised, manufactures \\rere encour- 
aged, and France \vas prepared, at the beginning 
of the eighteenth century, to take her part in the 
coming industrial revolution. 
The po\ver of the monarchy, too, exercised a bene- 
ficial influence in the region of la\v. The political 
po\vers clailned by the Par/e1Jlcllt "'ere set aside, 
and they \vere bidden to limit thetTIselves to their 
judicial duties. Great improvClnents ,vere also 
cffected in the legal systeln, and though much re- 
mained to be done, the code of Louis XIV. proved 
of incalculah1e value. rrhis centraliscd system \"as 
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then the outcolne of the ,,'hole previous history of 
France; it conferred enonnous benefits on the 
country, it ,vas the only system fitted for the needs 
and aspirations of the French people, and as such 
has been adopted by all succeeding French govern- 
l11ents. 
The faults of the absolutism of Louis XI\T. are 
obvious. With regard to the nobles the policy of 
the government did not go far enough. It has been 
very truly said by a modern ,vriter that the absolute 
po\ver of the King" \vas held in check by the in- 
numerable usages and traditions of a highly civilised 
society." The existence of these traditions may 
have tended to incline the governlnent to pursue a 
compromising policy \\'ith regard to the nobles, but 
,vhatever ,vas the cause, the results of the policy 
adopted ,vere most disastrous. The ,,'hole history 
of France in the seventeenth century proves con- 
clusively that the nobles \vere unfit to be trusted 
\vith political po\ver. In overthro,ving their political 
influence, Louis' governlnent had done ,veIl. But 
no attempt ,vas made to destroy their privileges, 
and these remained to bring upon the nobles and 
,vith them the monarchy, revolution and ruin. The 
greatest mistake to be ascribed by Louis' govern- 
ment \\'as that, in respect to the privileges of the no- 
bles, it pursued an illadvised and fatal policy. Had 
Louis placed himself at the head of a social revolu- 
tion and reduced the nobles to a condition similar to 
that enjoyed by the English peerage, the monarchy 
,vould probably have been saved, and France spared 
years of revolutionary trouble. 
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1\1 uch alleviation in taxation Inight have been 
given to France in the eighteenth century had Louis 
increased the po,vers of local assemblies over the 
collection of the tail/c. Louis' government like 
that of Justinian \vas costly, and its costliness ,vas 
increased by the expense of collecting the taxes. 
The central administration \\'as forced to employ 
an anny of officials ,,,hose opportunities of profit 
\\'ere very considerable. Had the system of as- 
sessing and collecting the taxes by local asseln- 
blies been extended, a great saving ,vould have 
been affected and taxation consequently diminished. 
It ,vas a calamity for France that the results of the 
centralised system \vere not only the permanent 
impoverishment but also the destruction of much 
vitality in the provinces, and in the city govern- 
ments, follo\\'ed by the over\\'helming increase of 
the influence of Paris. But the indirect results of the 
governmental system of France in the second half 
of the seventeenth century must not be entirely laid 
to the charge of Louis. In the social and political 
condition of France a strong centralised government 
\vas the necessity of the hour, and \vith the estab- 
lishment of the unquestioned authority of the King, 
France enjoyed increased prosperity, \\,hile the 
sphere of her infl uence in Europe \vas \videly ex- 
tended. I-Iad Louis destroyed the privileges of the 
nobles, had he entirely abolished the political func- 
tions of the Par/c11tents, had he \visely given the 
local assemblies more po\\'er in the matter of taxa- 
tion, }""rance ,,'ould have developed in the direction 
of a constitutional government. He had, ho\vever, 
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given France a definite fonn of government suitable 
to the tilnes in \vhich he lived. The establishment of 
a bureaucracy dependent on an absolutism did \von- 
ders for France in the seventeenth century. It is 
much to be regretted that Louis' successors did not 
introduce the modifications required by the existence 
of ne\v conditions and ne\v ideas in the eighteenth 
century. Their failure to adapt themselves to the 
exigencies of the times cannot be laid to the charge 
of the Grand Monarque. 
l..ouis' latter days \vere clouded \vith grief. lIe had 
\vitnessed the tragic death of the Duke of Burgundy 
in 17 I 2 at Marly "la funestre Marly," "vhere one 
of the best kno\vn and most pathetic scenes in his 
life took place. Mary Beatrice, \vhom Louis had 
ahvays treated \vith the greatest respect and affec- 
tion, had lost her daughter Louisa and in her grief 
came to visit Louis still n10urning over the sorro\vs 
of his house. It is related that they laid aside all 
court etiquette, ,veeping together in their common 
grief because, as the Queen said, " We sa,v the aged 
\vere left, and that death had s,vept away the young." 
On August 10, 171 S, Louis took his last ,valk in the 
gardens at Marly, \vhich is so closely associated \vith 
Madame de Maintenon and so fully described by 
Saint-Simon. To the last Madame de Maintenon 
remained his \vatchful guardian and his intelligent 
companion. Her devotion ,vas unsurpassed, \vhile 
her virtuous existence at a Court distinguished, be.. 
fore her marriage to Louis, by frivolities and vice, 
renders her ,vorthy of much honour. "She never 
did harm to a soul," was the verdict of the Regent 
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Orleans, "and she always tried to keep peace and 
harmony an10ng all." '[hroughout her life she 
sho\\'ed an unusual unity of purpose and ever con- 
scientiously endeavoured to practise the doctrines 
\\'hich she had adopted. "Though her life \\'as a 
romdnce, her character \vas prosaic. But her superi- 
ority consisted not in rare qualities, but in the posses- 
sion of a high degree of those \vhich are common to 
the maj ority of sensible persons." She \vas indeed 
\\'orthy of being termed one of the most remarkable 
\\'omen in F'rench history. 
l..ouis' political interests remained as keen as ever, 
and in one of his last letters he urged Philip \T. to 
support the clailns of the Pretender. \\Tith that 
chivalry \vhich had led him to recognise the Pre- 
tender's claim to the English throne on James II.'s 
death, Louis again after the death of Anne seemed 
to be gradually preparing to re-assert by arms the 
claims of the Stuarts against the I
Iano\'erian rlgÙJle. 
But before steps could be taken \vhich n1ight have h<.ld 
momentous effects upon the fortunes of England, 
the aged King \vas no more. On August 11th he 
had \\Titten a letter to Philip, and after that day 
he never left his rooms. He Inet death \vith finll- 
ness and courage. I-lis advice to his great-grandson 
showed an appreciation of his o\vn errors. "Try," 
he said, "to keep peace \vith your neighbours: I 
have been too fond of ,var; do not imitate Ille in 
that, nor in Illy too great expenditure:' J Ie seelned 
conscious of the serious blunder made in the expulsion 
of the
H uguenots, for he declared that the clergy \\'ere 
mainly responsible. On August 26th, addressing 
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the Cardinals Berry, Rohan, and Le Tellier, he said 
that he died in the faith of the Church, then he 
added that he \vas grieved to leave the affairs of the 
Church in the condition in ,vhich they then stood, 
that they kne\v that he had only done 'v hat they 
,vished" and that they had to ans\ver before God for 
all that he had done. l\ladame de Maintenon ,vas 
tllost constant, and sometimes nursed him for four- 
teen hours \vithout a break. On August 26th, Louis 
himself begged her" to leave him and not to return, 
as her presence affected him too much." She re- 
mained alxnost all the 27th by the King's bedside. 
In the evening of the 28th she \vent to Saint-Cyr, 
but she spent most of the 29th \vith the I(ing. On 
the 30th the King \vas ,vorse, and bidding fare\vell 
to the Princesses and to Madame de Maintenon, he 
ordered the latter" to repair at once to Saint-Cyr." 
On September 1st the Great l\lonarch breathed his 
last. 
In Spain the news of his death was received ,vith 
more feeling than in France, \vhere everyone was 
looking fonvard to a ne\v régÙlle. For fifteen years 
Louis had consistently supported Philip \vith counsel 
and \vith armies. It "ras to French assistance that 
Philip owed his throne and his ability to stand 
against a European coalition. It ,vas due to Louis' 
advice and aid that Spain entered upon that ne\v 
period of her existence, ,vhich culminated in the 
reign of perhaps Spain's greatest king, Charles III. 
Finally, it was under the influence of Louis that the 
system of political alliance between the two countries 
was inaugurated.' I t might be expected, then, that 
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Spain, ,vhich o,ved its regeneration to Louis, should 
receive the ne\vs of his death \vith some appearance 
of sorro\v. 
In France the event \vas Inarked by universal re- 
joicing. The absolute Inonarchy of France had 
already passed its zenith; with Louis' death it en- 
tered upon a period of steady decline. The central 
administration had indeed done much for France, 
but too high a price can be paid for uniformity and 
bureaucracy. The cries of joy which greeted the news 
of Louis' decease expressed perhaps unconsciously 
the general sentiment in favour of greater freedom 
of life and thought, and a ,videspread desire for 
some change. For the Inoment France \vas weary 
of Inilitary glory, she ,vas suffering from the exhaus- 
tion produced by the late \var, she ,vas rent by reli- 
gious divisions. Of Louis' great contemporary, the 
Emperor Aurungzib, ,vho had lately died, it has 
been said: "Every plan that he formed came to 
little good; every enterprise failed." This dictu1Jt 
might accurately describe Louis' internal policy. In 
can trast to his foreign policy his home policy had 
been a grand failure. Painfully and methodically 
Louis had throughout his life done ,,-hat he con- 
ceived to be his duty. ..::.,His ministers," says l\1i che: 
let, "might change or die; he, ahvays the same, 
went through his duties, ceremonies, royal fêtes, and 
the like with the regularity of the sun ,vhich he had 
chosen as his emblem." He had Inarked out for 
himself a path, and in the full belief that he \vas 
acting for the best interests of his country, had 
steadfastly pursued it. His scheme of government 
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',vas an impracticable one for the France of the 
.eighteenth century, and the universal gladness ,vhich 
welcomed the Regency sho,ved that Inen recognised 
that absolutisln ,vas unsuitable for the ne\v age. 
Louis made himself responsible for all the acts of 
"his government. Though his successors-so unfit to 
rule-undoubtedly aggravated the existing evils in 
France, he must share \vith them the blame for the 
internal condition of his country during the greater 
,part of the eighteenth century. \Vhen he died the 
:principle of royalty had already received uncon- 
:sciously a severe blo\v, and it ,vould have required a 
very able succession of kings to restore that feeling 
towards the monarchy ,vhich had existed in France 
till \vithin a fe\v years of Louis' death. Still it 
,vould not have proved an insuperable task for an 
.able and popular sovereign. The doctrine of the 
Divine Right of Kings remained unquestioned in 
France, the instinct of royalty ,vas strong among the 
French people. The birth of the Duke of Burgundy 
had been the signal for the wildest rejoicing, and it 
,vas evident that the sentiment of loyalty ,vas as 
yet little ,veakcned. In spite of the disasters of the 
Spanish Succession ,var, and in spite of the King's 
age and the desire of the mass of the nation for a 
.change, the reverence for the kingly office existed 
,vith almost unabated force. 
Louis died convinced of the value of religion, and 
-fully conscious of the sacred character and solemn 
responsibilities of royalty. 
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Cevennes, the, 3 6 5, 375, 4 1 8, 
4 1 9 
Chabot-Rohan, 51, 52 
Chambord, 233 
Chamillard, 84, 100, 358, 359, 
377, 37 8 , 4 2 -t 
Chamlay, 27 6 , 359 
Champagne, IS, 18, 34,4ï, 54, 
55, 63, 3 12 
Charles, Archduke, 318,321,322, 
3 2 5, 3 26 , 33 0 , 33 6 , 338-34 0 , 
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Charles II. (of England), 47, 51,. 
67, 113, 122, 139, 142, 146,. 
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Charles III. (of Spain), 4 18 , 433 
Charles V., Emperor, 224, 320,.. 
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of, 304 
Cromwell, Oliver, 47, 53,64-67, 
71, 268 


D 


Danby, 190 
Danton, 233 
Danube, upper valley of, 361- 
3 6 5 
Daubenton, 369 
1)auphin, the,206, 21 4,25 S ,3 1 9, 
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Devolution, 146 if
. the war 
of 1672, 162 if
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the war of the Spanish Succes- 
sion, 329 if / reflexions on his 
policy, 4I3if
. his death, 433; 
character of his government, 
82ff; 288- 2 9 2 , 4 2 7, 431 
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276 ; Carlowitl. 324; Copen- 
hagen, 74; Dover (secret) 160, 
16 9; MÜnster (Jan., IT
48), 
28, 134. 144. 153. 164 ; J'Ùme- 
guen, 86, 163, 183, 191-194, 
196, 202, 208, 23 1 , 245, 255, 
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35 8 , 359, 379, 3 80 , 381, 383, 
3 8 5, 4 0 3, 4 0 4 



444 


v 


Index. 


Vallière, Louise de la, 112, 118, 
153, 29 6 , 4 22 
Vauban, 100, 128, 14 8 , 149, 15 1 , 
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